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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

To the Commission: 

On August 3 , 1 9 2 8 , there was a rear-end collision 
between a freight train and a passenger train on the Wabash 
Railway near Valley City, 1 1 1 . , resulting m the death of 
one employee and the injury of one employee. This accident 
was investigated in conjunction with a representative of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the Spring­
field Division extending between Shops, near Springfield, 
111., and Outer Depot, Hannibal, Mo., a distance of 1 0 3 . 1 
miles; this is a single-track line over which trains are 
operated by time-table, train orders and a manual block-
signal system. The accident occurred at a point 4 , 9 1 5 
feet east of the depot at Valley City, approaching the point 
of accident from the east the track is tangent for a distance 
of 4 , 7 2 4 feet and then there is a 3 ° curve to the right 
2 , 9 1 5 feet in length, the accident occurring on this curve 
at a point approximately 1 , 0 7 2 feet from its eastern end. 
The grade for westbound trains is practically level to the 
point of accident and for 7 8 3 feet farther west; then it 
is 0 . 4 9 8 per cent ascending for a distance of 1 , 5 4 7 feet, 
almost to a ivater tank at bridge 508, a draw bridge span­
ning the Illinois River. 

Under the rules when a following train is per­
mitted to enter an occupied block the dispatcher authorizes 
the operator to issue a caution card in addition to the 
clearance card. 

A clear view of the caboose standing at the point 
of accident could be had around the curve from the engmeman's 
side of the cab of a westbound engine for a distance of only 
841.8 feet. 

REPORT OF T m DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
WABASH RAILWAY NEAR VALLEY CITY, ILL., ON AUGUST 3 , 
1928. 

September 26, 1928. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred at about 8.08 a. m. 



Description 

Westbound freight train extra 2 2 5 9 consisted of 
5 8 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 22 5 9 ) and was in 
charge of Conductor Hartnady and Engineman Busn This train 
left Bluffs, the last open office and 8 . 4 miles east of 
Valley City, at 7.12 a. m., according to tho train sheet, 
and was brought to a stop with the engine opposite the water 
tank at bridge 508 and the roar end of the caboose 2 , 3 3 0 
feet east thereof. While standing at this point the caboose 
was struck by train No. 3 . 

Westbound passenger train No. 3 consisted of one 
mail car, one baggage car, one coach, ono cafc-chair car 
and one Pullman car, hauled oy engine 620, and was in 
charge of Conductor Suits and Engineman Blothen. At Bluffs 
a clearance card and several train orders were delivered to 
tho crew, however, Operator Marshall failed to deliver a 
caution card advising that the block was occupied. Train 
No. 3 departed from Bluffs at 7 . 5 0 a. m., acooraing to the 
train sheet, on time, and collided witn tho roar end of 
extra 2 1 5 9 while traveling at a speed estimated to have boon 
about 20 miles per hour. 

The caboose of extra 2 2 5 9 and the car ahead of it 
were derailed and destroyed, while one truck of tho next car 
ahead was done lied. Engine 6 2 0 was derailed to the left but 
remained practically upright; other equipment m train No. 3 
was not derailed. Tho cmplovoe killed was the fireman of 
train No, 3? who jumped prior to tho collision. 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Hartnady, of extra 2 2 5 9 , stated that 
wheja work was completed at Naples, LV. 5 miles east of Valley 
City, his train headed out on tho main track, tho passing 
track switch was cloned and it was then 7 45 a m He 
figured there was ample time for bis train to roach Valley 
City and clear at that point at tin. time the following train, 
No. 3 , was due at Naples, at 7 . 5 9 a. m., although ho said 
he expected his engine to take water at Valley City. 
Arproachmg Volley City extra 2 2 5 9 was brought to a stop, 
at 7 . 5 6 a, m. , with the engine at tho wnter tank at bridge 
5 0 8 ; a flag i'ras whistled out and Conductor Hartnady said he 
instructed Flagman Babcock to go bock and flog t r i m No. 3 . 
The flagman field lie w^s going to do so, and it only took a 
few seconds for him to got tho flogging equipment, then 
Conductor Hartnady wont to the desk in the caboose end 
thought the flagman had gone bock. At ibout 8 02 or 8 03 
a. m., after water had bo^n token, the train made two or 
three futile attempts to start, Conductor Hartnady walked 
ahead about six car lengths to blood off sticking brakes 
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on some of the cars and at this time he heard train No. 3 
approaching. He then ran back to the caboose to see whether 
Flagman Babcock was far enough out and shouted to him to 
"get back.f' He said that the flagman was back about as far 
as the station board, this board it was afterwards determined 
was located 4 8 8 . 6 feet east of where the rear end of the 
caboose stood, when train No. 3 passed the flagman, the 
accident occurring immediately afterwards, at which time 
Conductor Hartnady estimated the speed of train No. 3 to 
have been about 20 or 2 5 miles per hour. Conductor Hartnady 
further stated that as train No. 3 rounded the curve he 
heard the flag answered; also, that the flag had not been 
recalled by whistle prior to the accident, and that Flagman 
Babcock had plenty of time to have gone bac^ nuah farther 
than he actually did go on this occasion. Conductor Hartnady 
said that en route on this trip trouble had been experienced 
with the air brakes sticking on several of the cars and he 
was of the opinion that had this trouble not occurred at the 
water tank his train could have piocecded without delay. 

Flagman Babcock, of extra 2 2 5 9 , stated that he 
did not think that water would be taken at the ^rter tank 
and when the speed of his train was reduced approaching 
that point he did not throw off a fusee as the caboose 
started to round the curve, being of the opinion that his 
train would tercly come to a stop at bridge 5 0 8 as required, 
and then immediatelv proceed, on being sigxialed by the watch­
man, m accordance with special instructions contained m 
the time-taae h/hen the P L O P was oeing made at the water 
tank Flagman Babcock said he promptly got down out of the 
caboose cupola, went to che front of the caboose, secured 
torpedoes, thmi got off the caboose just before his train 
came to a full stop and started back v/ith flagging equip­
ment m order to flag train No. 3 , which train h e knew was 
following his o\m train, he thought that that train was late. 
Flagman Babcock said he walked back and nad reached a point 
about five telegraph pole lengths in the rear of the caboose 
when he saw train No. 3 approaching at the eastern end of the 
curve; he started running and iveving stop signals and heard 
Conductor Hartnady shout a warning of danger, but train No. 3 
passed him and then the collision occurred. Flarman Babcock 
did not put down torpedoes on this occasion, as required, 
saying thLt he had not gotten b°ck as f >r as he wanted to in 
order to ao this; ho felt pretty safe at the point where he 
flagged but wanted to get beck on the straight track and 
was of tho opmion that the following t r a m would oc able 
to stop. He could not say whether his flag signals were 
answered but felt certain that they were observed; he 
thought he was '-ack f-r w.mgh so that the ongincaen of train 
No. 3 would be able to sec him on the stmifht track m s t of 
the curve; he stated that Conductor Hartnady did not say 
anything to him about ^oing b m k to flag or a s to how far 
to go, and that he did not h m r a fl°g whistled out or m 
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but did think that he heard Ins enpineman whittle off brakes 
Flagman Bahcock farther stated that the fireman of train No. 
3 jumped off engine 620 at a point east of where he was flag­
ging According to measurements made after che accident 
the body of Fireman Killer was lying at a point 54-9-8 Feet 
east of where the rear and of the caboose of extra 2 2 5 9 

stood. 

Engineman Bash, Fireman Apple and Head Brakeman 
Ford were unaware of anything wrong prior to the accident. 
Their statements were no the effect that their train de­
parted from Naples at 7 4 5 a. m. , was brourht bo a sbop at 
the water bank at 7.56 a. m., took water and endeavored to 
start at about 8 0 1 or 8 . 0 2 a m ; that trouble hod been ex­
perienced en route w m h air brakes sticking on several cars, 
and bhat a flag was whistled uut at the time tho etop was 
made at tie water tank but that the m e g was not recalled. 

Engmeman Bletheu, of t r a m No 3 stated that his 
train departed from Blulfs at 7 50 a, m., on time, bub that 
no caution card »/as received from tno operator before Leav­
ing that uoint. He was not aware that extra 2 2 5 9 W A S ahead 
of his tram. On approachmf the curve involved at a speed 
of between 4 5 and 5 0 rules per hour he shut off steam and 
reduced speed, nreparatorv to rounding tno curve, and then 
he saw Flagman Babcock running ana w a m n g sbop signals with 
a red flag. Emaneman Blethen immediately applied the air 
brakes in emergency, then saw m e caboose ahead and jumped. 
Engmeman Blethen said that tho m r brakes Lad been tested 
and worked properly en route and ho estimated bhat tho spmd 
of his train had boon reduced to about 2 0 rules per hour at 
the time of the collision. Conductor Suits and Brakeman 
Vincmt had no knowledge of anything wrong unuil the air 
brakes wore applied in emm^oncy just prior to tho accidont; 
nor had ahoy received a caution card to the effect tnat the 
block was occupied. Conductor Suits estimated tho snood of 
his main to 'rave boon aoout 1 5 or 1 6 mil OF per hour when 
the accident occurred. 

Operator Marshall, stationed at Bluffs, stated 
that he was an extra operator, he had had aoout 1 5 years ex­
perience, had worked at this point s ovoral Limm before and 
wras thoroughly familiar with tho rules mcorning tho operation 
of the block symcm Ho sand tint ho wt nt on duty at, 7 a. m. , 
checked over the orders with the oaurmor who wont off duty, 
and that nis attention called to extra 2 2 5 9 being in the 
block. Operator Marshall s a d that he handed tho tre m orders 
for train No. 3 rnd cleared tn-t t r m n without giving tho crew 
a caution ccrd, as rcauirod, although the block was occupied, 
T r a m No. 3 departed on time. Ho w m full}?- aware of the re­
quirements of the rule in regard to issuing caution cards 
when the block is occupied and stated that the only excuse 
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h o c o u l d , o f f e r f o r n o t d o i n g s o w a s t n e f a c t t h a t o n t h e m o r n ­
i n g i n q u e s t i o n h e w a s much b u s i e r t h ^ n u s u a l end. i n h i s h u r r y 
t o g e t a p r o p e r l i n e - u p o f t h e t r a i n o r d e r s a n d t r a i n s b e f o r e 
t h e r u s h h e f a i l e d t o g e t t h e c a u t i o n c o r d f o r t r a i n No 3 . 

l e c o r d i n g t o a s t a t e m e n t b y S u p e r i n t e n d e n t K a r n e s , 
c a u t i o n c a i d s a r e i s s u e d o n l y b y t h e d i s p a t c h e r s I f a p r e ­
c e d i n g f r e i g h t t r a i n h a s n o t c l e a r e d t h e b l o c k a n d a n o t h e r 
t r a m i s r e a d y t o e n t e r t h e b l o c k , t h e o p e r a t o r a o t i f i c s t h e 
d i s p a t c h e r a n d i f c o n d i t i o n s m r r o n t i t t h o ] a t tem" i s s u e s a 
c a u t i o n c a r d t o t h o o o c r a t o r i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r u l e s , 
o t h e r w i s e t h e o p e r a t o r h o l d s t h e t r a i n u n t i l t h e p r e c e d i n g 
t r a i n h a s c l e a r e d t h o b l o c k . M r , K a r n e s a l s o s t a t e d t h a t 
i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e t h e d i s p a t c h e r g a v e t h e o p e r a t o r a t 
B l u f f s t h e c a r d n u m b e r a l l o w i n g t r n N o . 3 t o p r o c e e d i n t o 
t h e b l o c k b e f o r e e x t r a 2 2 5 9 had. c l e a r e d t h e b l o c k a t V a l l e y 
C i t y , and t h a t O p e r a t o r i W m r s h a l l f a i l e d t e d c l i v e i t h i s c a u ­
t i o n c a r d t o t h e c o n d u c t o r o f t r a i n N o . 3 - I t a l s o a p p e a r e d 
f r o m t h e s u p e r i n t e i d e n t ' a s t a t e m e n t s oh a t i/hesc c a u t i o n e n r a s 
a r e i s s u e d w h e n e v e r i n t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e d i s p a t c h e r i t i s 
j u s t i f i a b l e , a i d t h t d a r i n g t h o m o n t h o f a u g u s t , 1 9 2 8 , t h e r e 
w a s a t o t a l c f 1 , 8 9 5 c a u t i o n c ^ a d s i s s u e d t o t r a m s m o v i n g 
o v e r t h e S p r i n g f i e l d D i v i s i o n , o f w h i c h 1 2 3 w e r e i s s u e d t o 
t h e b l o c k 0 a e m t o r a t B l u l m . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

m i s a c c i d e n t was c a u s e d j y t h e r u 3 a r e ~>f F l a g m a n 
B o b c o o k , o f c x t i T 2 2 5 9 , p r o c c r l v t o o r o t o c t t h o r e a r o f h i s 
t r a i n , a n d b y t h e f a i l u r e o f O p c i a t o r M a r s i i a l l OO i s s u e a 
c a u t i o n c a r d t o t r a i n N o . 3 b e f o r e a l l o w i n g i t t o e n t e r an 
o c c u p i e d b l o c k . 

U n d e r t h e ? p c s w r e n a t r a i n s t o p s uneh r c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s m w h i c h i t may b e e v e r t a k e n b y a i j t h e r t r m . n , t h e 
f l a g m a n must g o b a c k i n i i c d i uto Ly w i t h f l a g m a n ' s F ' i g n a l s a 
s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e t o 1 ay a r c f u l l a r o t e c t i o n . ' / Jh i l c 
F l a g m a n B a o c o c k s a i d h t g o t o f f t h ^ r e r e n d of t h e c a b o o s e 
j u s t b e f o r e e x c r a 2 2 5 9 c a n e t o ^ f u l l s c o p <m t h e w a t e r t a n k 
a n d s t a r t e d v r u k m g b a c k , and c o n t i n u e d t o d o s i u n t i l h e 
r e a c h e d a p o i n t i n t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e s t a t i o n s i g n , l o c a t e d 
4 8 8 . 6 f e e t e a s t o f w h e r e t h o r o a r e n d o f t h e c a b o o s e s t o o d , 
f r o m w h i c h p o i n t h o s-^w t r a i n N o . 3 a p n r •> > c h i n g a t t h e 
e a s t e r n e n d o f t h e c u r v e , t h e W e i g h t o f t e s t i m o n y i s t o t h e 
e f f e c t t h a t t h e r e w a s a m p l e t i m e f o r h i m LQ h a a e g o n e b a c k 
a s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a i c o t o v , a v c a f f o r d e d f u l l p r o t e c t i o n 
T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d e v . l n n e d t h a t e x t r a 2 2 5 9 u a s b r o u g h t t o 
a , s t o p a t t h e w t o t e r t m i e u t i b o u t 7 . 5 6 a . m. , w h i l e t h e 
a c c i d e n t d i d .not - c c u r u n t i l a b o u t 1 2 m i n u t e s l a t e r , o r 
a b o u t 8 . O S a . n . , m a : c a u i a g t h a t L h i . r o w - s a i p l c o p p o r ­
t u n i t y f o r F l a g m a n 3abcack t o rn i ' o a f f o r d e d p r o p e r r c , r - e n d 
p r o t e c t i o n . A o c o i d i n g t > 1" " own s t a t e m e n t s ha d i d n o t t h r o w 
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off a lighted fusee at the time the speed of hid brain was 
reduced when starting to round the curve approaching the 
water tank, nor did he put down torpedoes after starting 
hack to flag, although he admitted he knew that t r a m No. 3 
was following his own t r a m , saying he thought that train 
No. 3 would he late. Fad he complied with the rules and 
afforded proper protection to the rear of his t r a m m e 
accident most likely would have been averted. 

Operator oiarsnall admitted his own responsibility 
for the accident, saying that in his haste he overlooked 
getting the caution card for t r a m No. 3 , with the result 
that he allowed that train to proceed without the crew in 
charge having any -knowledge or the fact that the block was 
occupied by extra 2 2 5 9 -

Conductor Hartnady said that while extra 2 2 5 9 
was being brought to a stop he instructed Flagman 3abcock 
to go back and flag train I n i o . 3 , although tho flagman denied 
having received such instructions. Conluctor Hartnady then 
went to his desk, although at tho time his train was brought 
to a stop at the .\rater tank, 7 . 5 6 a. m. , the foJiowmg train 
was due at Naples, 4 - 5 n J es cast of Valley Cicy, w i t b m 
three minutes Inasmuch ic rules provide tiiet an in­
ferior train must he clear at m o time a first-clajs t r a m 
m the same direction is duo to leive tho next station in 
the rear where time xs shown, Conductor Hartnady therefore 
knew there was on:v throe minutes for his t r a m to take 
water, proceed a considerable chictarcc and gc-t into clear 
at Valley Cloy for train No. 3 - According to his own state­
ments, however, his t r a m did not attempt to start from the 
water tank until 8 02 or 8 . 0 3 a. m.; being unable to get 
started on account of brakes sticking on sev^r^l of the cars, 
he walked ahead to oleed off those c m s and it was then 
that ho heard t r a m No. 3 approaching, but at tnis time 
it was too Icite to avert the 8 c e m e n t . The paramount duty 
of Conductor Hartnady was to look after the safety of tne 
t r a m and he shouia not have let other duties interfere 
therewith; nan he made it a point to know wnether the rear 
end cf his t r a m was afforded proper protectxon, and tnere 
was plenty of time for him to have definitely ascertained 
this fact instead of assuming that the flagnan nad gone 
back, the accident could h a w been averted. 

A H of tne emn]oycos involved were experienced men 
and at the t^om of tho accid'iit none of then had d i en on duty 
ifl violation of anv of the provisions of tho hours of service 
lav/. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. 3GSLAXD, 

Director, 

file:///rater

