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I RE INVESTIGATION OF AN aCCIDLIT "i'ICH

OCCURRED CY TER ABASITT RAILVAT NEAR
TIIGON, ILL , CW JUI'E 28, 192C,

Ch Jurne 2%, 1920, there wac a ccllis.on belvieen
a passenger train z27d a cut of slanding cors oa the wabash
Railiay at Tilion, T11., whica resalted an the Rea+h ol 1
employee and Lhe 1nyury of 1 enslovee, arter inv tJ“a*lOﬂ
of this accidesnt the Chief c¢? the 3ureaun of thety report
as Tollois:-

This —2czicent accurred ca that rers of the Feru
Divigion vhich extends helween Tilwu YOl Tii., and Peru, Tad ,
and ain the vicinitr of the noint 30 accident s a double-
track line owrr »ph ok t:alns sare oncroted Ly fime-talle,
train-orfers, cnd a manuel block-31:nal oysten. The pouat

of nceldent 18 within yara limits, atouls 2,270 fest west

of the werd offic~ et T. ten; atous 2,220 Test west of the
point ol acci“ent "L 1 2.oe83over cournce.lng thoe o main
tracks n.ohaching tie roin, of cecitwih foa the west

the track 13 bteng-al forr pore traa 2 -1icgy —le gradc vVaries,

but for “he mect rt ic zli, "Tlv cefculling Tne TreAather
at thc time ni ta. ececi.ent o5 e,

Eagttound pasceanc.T v 2 No. 2 c¢oasiste? of 1 pa.l
car, 1 ox¥press cor, 1 dogras. eor, 1 coach, o caaxr cnr, 1
cafe car, and £ T .. 1l-ou glcoipe 18, heulzd oy -aslae €75,
and o3 _n 2h_rge of Sn o uwetoer Fiikiouso ana Lﬂgliuﬂlj
SLCWATS Ag Tolorw, L21., 34,1 nn.lee vert o7 T1l'eon, che
crcw roecelved c¢onies o trara ord o s, 90, ©2

-
of which on_> tr-.n ov’ecr Mo, 92 ~—g 1-ovglvet 1n mol
This orcer rerd a3 foliva:

Woeotoound 1a+n tr ek olcolied eagt of vmgt cross-
over Toiilon.,

A message wvas clsco deliered be Jfe cre craich roid wn part
78 tollavs:

X Ler Tiltor viil! bagk jou over at voes
SSOVLT 210 ran yvou A oteshpound meln, St

arurol enid woe rocoelved

o "rrocoecd cactiougly

ind cxe 2455 ocost 1n block.®

t obout €,39 p.m., ard on
aF Lhe erd A6 cars from

kv tiV-. .u, G.L mites L
dirceving Jolie crow o
fron Ryan vo Ti_ton Cooo
mxtra 2455 Lo? -~orived a
occountt of T©rho 2orcossc? zo K
this trrin vere WS oo Lao e stlount moin tracis, the ¢ 'boosSu
belas takea ofF, Y.l No, 2 e7ssod myar ot 11-02 pon. ac-~
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vrdﬂﬂg to the cor-11 choey crd ~mHp Juﬂchcﬂ M1ton ot 2 spued
of 2%out 30 miloer o bour, prSsce Tae YO3. croscover vLithoat
stopping, 2.4 o*F atons 11 10 p.ia, eo2llidra with the out 27

L6 ©.rs oa the cocioounéd troc<,
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Tngine 675 was dera.’ed and considerasly damgg a.
W1th the exception 0f the forard track of the rirzt car, rone
of the carg of lrain Mo, 2 vas ferailled anu n'V SLLth damare
was sustained »y tnem. As a results of the acc:ident, and of _
a fire which broke out 1n the wreckage, 8 cof the frexzht cars .
were destroyed. The emnlovee ki1lled vas the eanrizeman ol
train No, 2.

The statements of Fireman Volpert of train Vo, 2
1ndicated thav Lcth he ane Ln-ireman Stewsrt awderstood the
arrangement foymndline tleir trsin at Tiiion. Cn tre targeat
track apnroaczh.neg Miton, Er-.remsn Stewert roiarxed taat he

d1d not see dlvtulﬂ“ 01 Tre exira and 3hortly afterward the
encineman ag«<eC tne Tiveman o he could see aay sign of a yard
ensihe at the west croscover to take care of Lraz s, 2, to
vhich the fireman replied 1na tle azpative., Zremqn Volpert
sald that the chrincnan thea orhet off s.cexr aw mite aa applai-
cablon oi the sir bigkes, trovg being wheh tre braln was akbout
1l cr /4 aolles whnat of e vwegt croszover., The fireman Saw
a s”1tth133u on hHhe wesitould ma.n track at then kegan to
put 1n a 11re s¢ tont o 1 o0a.d ke atrle Lo .etch for si:nels
when mavirgs +the baclklup cveent 570000 tre orossover af'ter
coriplet: ag whas wohrls the Miranan  oohef sherl and f2aw nothins
ol the S*ItCMnghJ; he %' en looke? tacw to sc. 1T tho cngine
had pasich 1, KUG COULC £TC nLTATNZ 04 &ccolnt of srmokc blow-

EJ .
1ng down/t ns vrein. Cn lco(*"; abood are1n he saw the hoed-

~okt o hig gnrine sooaac Lo thoe cars which vere staading
ol Lne tracy, so0un 1 o92. 2 Zer-lorgths Tistoyh. Lagincnan
Sch rt apparcatly saw *lo Sors . obonn Lhoe famc time, as 131
was at this cime Jrat ae cave 2z cacrzoncy oprlicabtioa ¢f the
a1r brehes, nc releacce baTin. woecn made sfter ftho first ap
_110au or, rircaan VDLECIE cels wrat oo 1ottt oz the ess
ocssover siteh wes ot Lirntng ard Sn- % bote prorasly caased

JLe engrreman to run by he els
cnrine €75 dud aot illumiaste b
lonstns, aad toe Leevw that oo f
cul roere fimat cars madc 1t ¢_ff:

o £o1d tat tle neadiioat
MC trsaci racr moras than £
1i7e cda?7s on the west ond
cult to soc tham,
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Cordactor Finkrouse was 1n —he forvard cond »F the
coech wren o 2 1t an epnlicetion of She a.r trrkes, lie then
crt to bthe platfcrm, orened tac tien door ~ud ot dovn on
the lover shen, 2T ?uou+ Jhaich tirce tne geczoeceat occurred; he
¢1d N0l kaolr thes the troun rad Sasgsed +hu .5t crossover. He
supnoscd thot tne novome,®s vicula Lo g ﬂ tne seme s on the
vroeecding nisht, vhen kas Lrain had bbcﬁ lagsed with @ fusec
and a red Jartu*n and tae vord orcv ‘L “lLOt d +the trein

©
J

throash thc yvara, Accordiag o Lo conductor, both he and
the creriacnan unéerstvood Lhorou~hly rov: Lheir train »ms bo
be haundled ct TLlt21 and the ceadugtor sa.d thot et ko tine
hsd ~ny 11lcrmation been ecoco1ved ZGa1c ting, tni the ecssh-
bouad main track v2uld bo zleor cast ofF

el

T th¢ 1.3t crassover,
Breloman credoecker wng =T 04ln. on the roorp cad of the trawn

rvhen 1t pacsced the woept crossov.r At 2 Spied esiinmatcd by
him ¢ hove been aoout 20 miloz an mour., According to “1s
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statement the brakess were anpl-ied anproaching the cros over,
but were released and the traia sllowed to drift afte
rassing the crousover.

Operator “Thestley, on duty at Ii1lton urtil 11.00

P . had, at the request of tue yaramaste., novitfied the “ig-
patcher At ahout g.25 p.m. that the eesthurnd main track
would be blocked uncil 20out L.00C a.m., bhut nnihing vas s.ad
by any of thece enplovecs acsub tie cabonsc having hecn Ti-
rnovcd from the rear crd 200 exrnza 2455, QOneracor Wncatloey
heard the digpailcher 18sue trair oruer Ho., G2 %o trair Lo, 2
at Tolcno, &l alego heare the messacrce vhich 1nformed the crow
of tlhet train urat uhe TA”Q”aQ,M Jould tan tratn No, 2
through the wost crossover and acwn trhe westbound track, He
saird the mcssarc vas nos adurLSﬁcb 50 any cac at fi1rton and
thav he drd ot raie 2 copy of 11, bt wave The 1nfoimation

verbslly, to Yardmasicr "rland, just beforc zoing 271 daiv,
and the vurln[uter wold Liim tlal he wes zoona Lo flag at
the casc oroInover.

Yardmaster Arlsnd sad avs place 3 &t the cast
cnd flaggrng westboond S .ans b, tra'n Do. 2 was moving
against the currcat of Lraflfiec, - thas le Trtcrefore li..ca
up the cast crussoy r 3 .teros an: 2ottt ool o svaschran to
flag wcctbound tr ns, e 12dcrs.oof cheo dispcteher in-
tended that rc sheuld pondle tre momorlal of urzin do. 2 at
the west erosgover, but cra1d b was impoofidle for him bto do
th:s uacer trhe eireumsiorels 08 oo rroter pl=ce was ot the
act crossover, Tords 1oter Arland sc1ldl 1t o 2 common
OCLHITLAGp to opeitte LI ans Lﬁ s1eh the core ot of traflac
at Tilton, »a scecont o the congeuted condroron of the yerd
a+ that “olnt, and troain To. 2 #al frean.ontly bcecen operntod
that monacy, he said “hof acitouy he uoPopaBng” thoe ysord
forco had assicted on nalking *! csc detours/ o fI?::LnH at the

cast cnd of the vaurd, “his tr in or Chlﬂd cv.r rough the
west crossoveT wichoot ””SlutEﬂGLTrDm DD ol A T fjfﬁc T{ waz
not aa uhusud! scourroace to Lccve card stancing on the cost-

bourd marn lire ot this noint, vlu“rut rorkers or flog pro-
tection, oftcye Lhe dazoteher hod boecn notiticd Shat the track
was blocked,

The crew of shoe yormo coamine 26 Tiloon cuwes 20T duty
ct Doan7rille at 11,00 » .», Drpvirlce 1s 2.2 m1les Trom Toiton
and the croew foine 7T couly rhes the vneine Lo D zvalle,
vhcre vhe roelicving crow goce on donty nd t.leg che camire
hack to Tilton. IHovever, Svoetcelran Cun,lngiqm viho lives at
Tilton, came on duly 5L cboat 10 30 p m,, ana ot the yard-
rmogter? . dirceticon he ms surtioncd ~t tbhoe cast cud of Lhe
yord vo probect the movimont of trein Ju 2 throagh the yard,
Switchmar Droaper who aloeo v ecs 2o Tilsoh, and who goos to
Dartv1lle vnith the ovibel ca~ire wawen ¢Xous arc cq“ngCQ, Car

duty at about 10,40 p.m., but ncthing wns sci1d te nim aboul
reralalhg there bo —3s.st 1n actouring trenin lo. 2.
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snould heve taeken all nccessary precanlvioa- Tor safely de-
couring the naessenprer wrain vwithout a =rgsace or ingtruc-
vicns Trom tha diaspateler. (o ne rad nert o gwitchman to
che eant end of tre ya:d to fleaz cpros:ng tm.1ns iberc 1s
no reason aprereat why he z2ould not have flarmged trein No.
2 at the west crossover 1in accordarce iith the dicspatceherts
messare.,

Al1 of Tho emplovees 1o7clved 1n this acceident
were expcricugcced rien, art 1one oJ then was on duty con-
Trary to tne provicloas of e hours of norvmice law,
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