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"TJ^stooand main trc ek olocked east of west cross­
over T^Jtjn." 

A message va& else delivered to d;c cr* watch re id m part 
os follows* 

"17a id ma ter Tiltor wi_l back ~ou oTjrcr at west 
crossover aid ran p a da-^ i^stocund m ^ m . ' 

At Ryan, 9-4 miles Iron TjNcoa, a ca'iuion c"id was received 
directing uhe crew of t i a u No. 2 to "proceed cnatioujly 
from Ryan to Ti.ton corpcatmg to find exa 2455 east in block. 
E:tra 2455 ho^ rived at Tilto r at about 8.30 p.m., and on 
account of the congest d a on" it j on of tbu -erd 46 cars from 
this train were L i.fi; on ti^ e stbouna ma: a traen, the ciboosu 
being taken off. Tr-in Wo. 2 oasood Ryai at V • 02 p.m. ac­
cording to the c m sheet ard ^pre'ehed Til ton :t a spued 
of about 30 milos an lour, prssot tne 11 es. crossover iithaat 
stopping, a^d o + a to1'': 1 1 10 p.m. collid'a with the cut ad 
46 0 on the cmtoound trac<, 

I K K2 I N S T I G A T I O N ON AX a C C I D L N T \NICH 
O C C U R R E D ON T E E V\BASII RAIJ_T,'rAN N E A R 
T I L I O N , I L L , CN JITI^ 23, 1920. 

On June 28, 1920, there vac a collision between 
a passenger train, and a cut of standing ct,rs on the Wabash 
Railway at Tiiion, Til., whicn resulted in the death of 1 
employee and the mjuiy of 1 employee. Alter investigation 
of this accident the Chief of the Bureau of Skafety reports 
as follows* 

This accident occurred on that pert of the Peru 
Division which extends between Til^on, 111., and Peru, I±id , 
and in the vicinity of the o o m t of accident is a double-
track line ov r r T"a~ ch trains are operated by time-table, 
tram-ore ers, end a manual block-signal system. The p o m t 
of accident is v.ithfn yard limits, about 2,C~i0 feet west 
of the yard office at I N ten; atone 3,000 fejt west of the 
point of accident 1 L a crossover curnco^ng the two m a m 
tracks Ay-."-"aching tne pcin^ of acc i i <mt frxi the west 
the track is bang r nt fo:j non. tnan 2 i i j c s ; the g-rade varies, 
but for the most ^rt is 3 J i , _ P : l v cesco icing Tne leather 
at the time of tn>. accident was c^'^r. 

Sas-t-iound pas<"_mg_.r cr 1 1.: No. ? consisted of 1 maj.1 
car, 1 cypress car, 1 baggag- err, 1 coach, I crmir car , 1 
cafe car, and 6 P-dllia-a s l e e jmV ,ris, hauled oy engine 675, 
and was _ n clwrgo of Co .doctor Ei ikho'jsc an^ Lngi i^nan 
Stewart Ao Toloio, 12 1., 34-1 : l N s \ :,st of Tilt on, ;hc 
crew received cooms oi t ram ard ra iJoc. 90, 92, rnd 95, 
of which only t r a m or ner No. 92 i s i ̂ -clv.i jn t m s accident 
This order rued as fol 
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Engine 675 was derailed and considerably damaged, 
rfith the exception of the forward track of the first car, rone 
of the cars of train No. 2 was derailed ana only slight damage 
was sustained by tnem. As a result of the accident, and of 
a fire which broke out in the wreckage, S of the f^e:ght cars M 
vere destroyed. The employee billed was -ere engineman of 1 
t r a m No, 2. 

The statements of Fireman """olpert of train No. 2 
indicated that both he anc Ln fireman Stewart understood the 
arrangement forhandllng their trein at TxTfon. On tre tangent 
track aporoachmg Til ton, Irameman Stewait re.larked tnat he 
did not see anything of tre extra and shortly afterward the 
engineman asreed tnc fireman j.f he could see any sign of a yard 
engine at the west crossover to take care of train No. 2, to 
which the fireman replied m tie negative. F\:< emaa Volpert 
said that the engineman then abut off s,eam aia. mi^e an appli­
cation of the air biakes, tp1 J being when tie brain was about 
1 or 1-l/Z mj.des west of :he vrcst crossover. The fireman sav/ 
a switch] lght on the we->7,bouid ma.a truOK aid then began to 
put m a lire so tnat h~ 1 oaid be able JO /atch for signals 
when nakirg the backup cvenmt tn'O'^h t<-s crossover After 
complet; ng t m s w^rk the fireman " u^ked, ahead &nd saw nothing 
of the :r ltculxghi; he V en looked r Qc^ to sc. if the engine 
had passcd_Tin,, luc conn sec notniac on account of smoke blow­
ing down/the t r a m . On loorcmg ahead laain he saw the head­
light of his ongir^ s a m m g „r th^ cais idhich vere standing 
on tne tracr, ioout 1 2 r-laagths di start. Lngiaaman 
Stewart apparently sav/ ̂ LL :-rs a, about the same time, as it 
was at this cimc ,hat nc- maje an emergency application cf tne 
air brakes, nc release having boon made after tne first ap­
plication. Fireman Volpcro said that c:c I-iwtt on th~ east 
crossover switch was not birirag arc ta. t tais probaoly caused 
tie engmeman to run b y he elso said chat the n cad li gut of 
engine 675 dxd not illuminate the tr^ck rac^ mora than 5 car-
Ian a tns, and tne ..act that id a f m e cars on the west end of the 
cut wore flat cars made it difficult to s~c thorn. 

CVjrdactor Fmkaoase was m the forward cad of the 
coach when re f it an application of the a^r brakes. He then 
"-rert to the platform, opened tnc tiap door r ad a;ct down on 
the lo^cr step, at a^out ,ehich tire tne acciueat occurred; he-
did noi know t'lat the troxn had passed ^ho w^st crossover. He 
supposed that tne aiov-mc_.t wou.ld bo h T d l e d tne same as on the 
preceding night, when his train had b^cn flagged with a fusee ( 
and a red larte^n and tne yard crew ha( piloted the t r a m 
through tne yard. According co t v e conductor, both he and 
the engineman understood thoroughly how their train was to 
be handled ct Tilt on and the conductor said that at no time 
h^d ^ny i if creation been r c c u v u d i "'die t m t j tn~t the east-
bound m a m track i/ou^d be 'Jlear east cf tin i. est crossover, 
Brakeman Srcdoeker was sa ndiu,- on the r^ar end of the t r a m 
when it passed the West crossover at a speed estimated by 
him to have teen aoout 20 n i l _ 3 an nour. According to his 
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statement the brakes were applied approaching, the crossover, 
but were released and the t r a m s]lowed to drift after 
passing the crossover. 

Operator 'Theatley, on duty at l b iton urtil 11.00 
p n. had, at the request of tne yaraiiiastej. , notified the dis­
patcher at about 8 . 2 5 p.m. that the eestboand main track 
would be blocked uncil aoout 1.00 a.m., but nothing was said 
by any of these employees an out tne caboose having been re­
moved from the rear end o f e x r a a 2455. Operator wncatlcy 
heard the dispatcher iSo'io train oracr No. 92 +>o trair No. 2 
at Tojcmo, and also heard the m e s s a g e vhich informed the crew 
of that train i N at m e y ^ . ^ a m a - . t e i ^/o^ld run t r a m No. 2 
through the west crossover and aown the westbound track. Ee 
said the message was not addressed zo any one at Ii'ton and 
that he did not ri; 1, e copy of it, but gave tha information 
verbslly, to Yardmaster m3and, just before going ofi dut"<_, 
and the yardmaster told Lin tLot he \>cs going to flag at 
the east crossover. 

Yardmaster Arland said nis place wrjs at the cast 
end flagging westbound f" .ms wbN_ t r a m Lc. 2 was moving 
against the curreit of traffic, a'd thai re therefore Imed 
up the east c j S s o i r r s meres aril sunt out a switchman to 
flag westbound tr n s . Ne m d c r s m o d :,he, dispetoher in­
tended that P C sheaJd nmdle tne l o ^ ^ m t cf m a m Lro. 2 at 
the west crossover, but raid it was m p o m i b i e for him to do 
this Uxider rN a circumst j ^ c m as b _ s promr p b - c c was ot the 
east crossovjr. Yard" irter Ariaad sail it us a c o m m o n 

occurrence to .-pern te L r J U J <.r m s t th_ C U T nt of traffic 
at Tilton, o n account o~" the congested condition of the yard 
at that point, and train No. 2 nad freoumtly been opernUd 
in that manner, he said m a t ncitner he - i e r e ^ ^ f the yard 
force had as u s ted m making tr esc detours/ oy flagging at the 
east end of the vard , this tr. in o:chin 0 c v m through the 
west crossover wi cheat assistance from the ya <• for r e It ^as 
not an u r i u s u . N oceurrmce to uiv'c cars staaoing o n the east-
bound m a m line at this aoint, without markers or flog; pro­
tection, after the dispftchcr had k e n notified m a t the track 
wa^ blocked. 

The c r e w of e r e y^T,c cucrinc u Til con g e e s off duty 
at Danville at 11.00 p m. D m v u l e is 2 . 2 m i ] e s f r o m Til ton 
and the c r e w going off >-uty t"kcs the engine to D nville, 
m e r e the relieving crow g o ' s on duty m d t. kes chc engine 
back to Tilton. However, omtchnaa Cunningham '//ho lives at 
Tilton, c a m e on duty at about 10 30 P ra. , and at the yard-
master' J direction he / a s stationed nt the east cad of the 
yaid to protect the movement of t r m n No. 2 through the yard. 
Switchman"' Draper who also l i /es a c Tilton, and who g o m to 
D o r i i l ] o with the o i'itch i i m r c wnen cicws are enmged, c a n e 

on duty at ab^ut 10.40 p . m . , but nothing w a s said to m m about 
renaming thert to assist m dctouring train N o . 2 . 



-u-

Dispntcher Lean staced cue operator at Pulton 
esked him to notify To. 2 t m t the eastcourd m o m track at 
TiI:on was clocked m d chat u"e ya^umnster wou^d back No. 2 
over at the west crossover a d handle on the wmtbound m a m . 
He accordingly issued a 31-order that tne t m c k was blocked 
m d sent a message to the crew of t m m No. 2 aibimrg tncm 
bow mex"" t r a m vmiid be handled at Tilton. H e stated tnrt 
t r a m No. 2 was detoured m this manner almost every night 
d u T n g the month of June. 

The invescigm-on d-vcloaed t m t b o m switch lights 
at the '/est cross r/er were a m a m a nr op or ly immcdmtelv afcer 
the accmert, "he rjccmjc r m dlmiit on engine 675 was tested 
before train A To 2 left Jeeacur mc' left that point in good 
condition. 

Ru^e No. 28 of tno : p n r l rules jf the Jmnsh 
Railroad Compmy i a , c s m follevs 1 

"Switching dim ts at st m ,na a"'ere switch 
eagmes r m k , m 1 meg a tec by par limit b o m d s 
All trims vm" 1 ru . c m a m i l y \±t n.n yard limits, 
expecting ta fmd m r in in ci m o treated ,! 

Acoordm- to '; e t_ m „ a t it cord, train 2\To 2 
passed Ryan c 12 .02 p.m., noti it w° tanJ m g tno ciaticn oard 
received ct f a t a let, the record i v ^cates this m a m pro­
ceeded mroogli t - i e alcm^ ac 11u 1 r a 1!, t m v 11 ing the ais-
trree of apoimmri ac lv nine miles m loait e m t minutes; 
and it proceeded ^ m t m e c m s r o v m without i c m m g the order 
stating that tic track bmond m m p o m e vas bloc^ce^ . 

T m e accident was u w s u by cram No. 2 not being 
operated undar p r ^ x r amtral m recurred by the rules and 
by a t m i n or> cr m tiag thrt tha track was j"ocm , for winch 
Nagmeman Shcmrt and Conductor Nmkheuso a m rosoonsi cd c, A 
co..tributing cause was the f llure .f Tardnas^or Arland to 
carry out the dis.mcicr's instructions relative to detourmg 
t r m n No. 2 1 m e n were comnumcatod co him verbally by the 
operator 

V/hiJ e it is prrb^b ne tn f m s w g e J : -m tne d u p i t m a r 
t/'ucli mcompmied t r a m o m m No 92 lec the crew of t m m im. 
2 to expect that the ynrdrvmccr or a s wit charm would bo found 
^ o the west crossover, the f ct that t r a m ^ t 2 was n m 
flagged at cart m i n t , and th: t thi ra was no t r m n m view 
blacking tne c m t m u n d tr ch, Joes not n h e v e m e ongmcaan 
of respe^sibj.1 im" f~r disromidmg the order. Ha a tne con­
ductor been pro3ori"y 'm tending t^ i m 'PttOJ he moul^ have 
discovered chec his t m m im'1 m s m d m o crossover switch. 

Yaramaster Ariend its in cnaj ge of Tiltcn yard aael 



snould. heve taken all jcces.j&ry ppccani 1 on- for safely de 
counng the passenger tram ^dtho'it a mrssago or instruc­
tions from the di spateher. .as 'ie and aert a switchman to 
che east end of tne yaid to flag opposing trains there is 
no reason apparent why he ootid not ha^e flagged t r a m Eo 
2 at the west crossover in accordance with t^c dispatcher 
message. 

Ail of the employees m Tclved in this accident 
were experienced men, and aoae of them was on duty con­
trary to tnc provisions of - 1 e '^ous of service law. 


