In ro investigation of ecoldsnt on ths
Habash Rallpocd, wesr Awunells, Jows,
on Janusry 15, 1915,

Gn Japaary 18, 1219, there woa e depellment of a pagaenger
tratn on the Wabssl Bailrosd, sear Runnalls, Ie., resulting
the death of ene passenger and the injury of 14 pamzengers pnd
one Pullman popter.

After inveptlizatlom of this asoidont, the folldwing report
iz suimitted by the Chisf of the Divialon of fafoty.

The deralled train was westbound Ko, ), enroute frou
Hoborly, He., to Don Hoineg, In., end goneloted of englne 424,
oné ombination weil omr «nd ooach, one gonblnation bggreps dey
aid goaoh, one ohalr czp snd ong piendsrd Pallmen sleendng car,
Englneman Beker and Gonduotor Certer bBelupy In charge of thig
trein. ALl the ¢rrg In thls tralo were of wooden congtructlon,
the two scambination cars having ateel slding,

on the dste of the aooldent traln e, 1 left Hobesrly at
I8 2.m., one houwr lnte, and pazoed Peroy, la., the last
talrora=h etetlon esat of the polint of derallment, nt B:07
oM., 57 minutes lata, The derailment sgourred 5,2 zilss wegt
af Fepay, ot 821356 a.m., the epeed of the, train ot thet tlns
heling sprpowinately &0 miles per houwr,

The siztesnth Alaterict »f the Wabaah Rallrosd, on whleh
this socident ocourrsd, iz s slngle track llae operated by the
Train grder syztsn, the panusl blook gyaten belng ussd for
tollawing muvensntls only. Approashing the polat of derailment
from the saet tho tepok is lovel, ard where the derslilmsnt
ogovrpsd there Lz & I~depgree ocurve Woward the leld or south,
the slsvatlon 30 the mutslde rail belag about thres inches.

The ralls uzed at this point hod besn perolled In 1004, belng
reduaed in welght from ¥ to 63 podnds per ysrd) the reils hove
baen i the track for sbhout tan yeers, They are 30 feet in
langth snd single-gpiked, Séeventésn while-onk tiss sre used

to the rail, new tles having been put in Qurdng the fall of

1314, %o tle-plates were uasd on this ovrve. The bdallsat
corciated of grevel and burat guzbae ©On thia dlatrlot the speed
of pasasengar traing was restrioted by tine sard rmle {0 40

milag por hour, At the time of the acaldent the wealther was aleer.

The rosr wheslas of the comblostlon msil ear and coach were
he firat wheels to ba derailed, then subseguantly all the follow
ing wheels were deralled, the engine and forward wheels of
zosbination mell ger remsnining on the track. ALl the gsrs
Pomafngd upelsht exgept the Fullmen sleepning oar ggégh waz thrown
dorn on eabsnhment, lendfing hottom side up, Al repranss who
ware 2iiled and lnlured wers An thls ear, .-
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Baxs, tion the track and equipmen iﬁﬁiﬁnsud that tho
whoels eﬁ*ﬂﬁgifnaf’ of the gurve n§#¢ depailed first, the

wheols remglalng on the oppoalte rail foy s 4istancy of 40 faet,
vhesyrs the whesls runnin§ on the tisx etruck the angle-bar at a
JoAnt of the inside rail; from (hat point the asil snd bﬁggagﬁ
errg ren 8 distenoe of about 80D Feel, grogalng g beldges, 02
fast long, 210 Feel from polnt of dersilasnt, The ghalr oor
gtopred ahout 280 feet beyund this bpidze. In pass gwar the
brrldge the ehaly oxr spparsntly loossnsd the gusrd Falls and
eaused the brl tiag to start bunohing, and the Fallman cap
astight the point of gusrd rolila and tope thesm upf 1% was thrown
down the smbarkaent an the south side of the traok A% the wead
and of the bridge,

The invegtlgation dieclosed that Cop seversl Jmadred feet
in both dipections froa tha point of derallment ssnaldersils
tronble, dus %0 a0y spois in the Yrack, has hean wxperilsnced,
and thet inls sectlon iz regardsd no one of the wost GLlfleuls
to salnteln., At the point whare the whieels left the rails. the
roadbed bed settlsd in the center of the rall) on $he cuislde
af the curve, snd about two weeks bhafore the Sete of She
agdidant this »sil hed besn sidnmed up, shims one isneh in thiol
nexs bBelug used on daan of the 17 ties undey this Puils the rall
had slac been bbnoad with two onk tisbers, § feet long, and Uwo
short snple bars, the Weacos being absut érfiﬁt,ayﬂxt¢ AL Qar
the derelilusent 1t was found that thie pall bed Baoh pushed oute
vard shout two inanen, Bending the stalde epiiss, but the rail
ned not turned ovar,

The track supervisor had bheon aver this portion of the
rord on Mondey, Jonuary 11, »nd Led looated sewess) *swisgs®
or polnts where nsintensmaa work wor HEcessnry. He wrete sut a
mesasge 0 the foreman {n ahever of thig geation, eontalning
instruetions pegapding repslatiy i track &% these places,
sl intended to thew it of £ Lo ihe yectlon fopenan ot his return
trips. Howsver, he 414 not b-ve an oppdriualily to dallver the
negonge, bt malled Lt frow nis hesdounrterz ao that 4t should
have reached Mim the nexd ‘ny, He stated thet he took 5o measupes
to mecertaln whathor or not the sestion foremmn yagslved thlg
measage and mede the prencirs /dlrsoted, Ha steied he 434 not
think the conditlons recuirsd slow spderg aslling for rsduced
speed on this part of the rosl, Althuugh the weathsyr wze such
that the groand wasz alternstely thaw and tr#az&nﬁ, which
mizht be expented to cruse soft spota Sovalpy o s Ond
on thias part of the ropd trock troulls had frequently developed,
on secount of othar duntler e had not heen over thls seution agoin
antil after the sooldent, 7 :erisxd of mors thon 4 days,

The gestlon Foremen simted that thae peil vhers The dorzXlxzent
sacurred had been ahlmased un avuat tud wisks h@fﬂﬂglgﬁh gooident
sacurraed and had sot pevilesd eny atbtentian sinese, pltated

thet he received z measeie from the supereviszor sarly in the weok
but that 1t dld not eall attaation to Srook oonditions At thy
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locetion of this acelidsnz. This ssasage had besn deatroyad
or lost befure this lavestigstlon. He gtated thet he went
over hiz megtlon e¢ach dey, aa required by the yules, oxaminlng
the track cerefully; vut the investisution imdicated thnt he
had not baon over the track wiers the dersilmsnt cgoursed
slther the day before o on the somlecg of she socldent.

The asglinesr of maintensace of way gtated ¥hat in viey
of the numbsl and siss of ghimg used the pail whilch spresd
abould have heen braced ot svery tie, snd that the geation
forenmn 318 pot eavry out hiz instwuctions in wlp rserect,

Tals Reralloent wos caused by a rall apreadlag wder g
traln, due %o shims Yelng used withouh adequate braciag. The
Toperpn of $hile sectiszn 1a &b faulit for not mropdrly wrasing
the rall after sl 1% up, and for aoch preperly luspeoting
the track. The aupervisor is alan at foulg for not propeply
Inarecting the track and Insuring thai the bad gpotse noted by
him bad dewn repalred; sleo, for not digpover snd sorvectling
ths dengepous conditlon due to salmming and lasdeguale Brasiap
whigh hgd pxiated for ghout two waeks hefore the sucliant
SQOUPT B,

In laspectlig and malntalning teackh, perticularly dudng
the praawsnt geason OF the yess whon dangepoua trsok condliiong
fragquently aand quiockly develap, suoh laxiiy ase wis dlasloged
bygihisafﬂvgétiﬂmtian shauld not bo permiited to exist on any
rRlleas

This aocldent sgzaldn calla stlention %o ths fuel, bxoughlt
sut In previous repodts, that sxtraordlngry dore muwsh be Uaken
to malintaln the atrangth af the traok strugture vhen ghima
are uned and gthor winter repalyrs are sade.
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