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IF RS INVESTIGATION OF AB ACCIOAEY <& ICH OCCUANSS N IR
WABASH RAILB0AD, NEAR PAPTONSBURG, NO.,
OF MARCH 16, 1919.

b

April 9, 1919,

On Kerch 16, 1919, there was a derallment of a pas=-
senger trsin on the Wabash Railroad neer Pattonsbarg, Mo.,
which resulte. in the death of 1 employee &nd the injury
of 1 employee. After investigation of this accident, the
Chief of the Bureagr of Safety mabmits the following report:

The 18th District of the Wesatern Division, on which
this scoldent ocourred, is a single-tragk line. Truins
are operated by time tsble 2nd tr:im orders, theilr movements
being protected by & mannsl h133§f§§stem. Approgéching the
point cof acoldent from the west, the trmek is tzngent for uore
then 1 mlle. The grade i1z pruotioslly level. The trsok is
18id on & 8light embankment, with 80-pecund rails, 33 feat 1in
length, elngle spiked, with 20 untreated ocak ties to the reil,
ballaste! with ebheut 20 inches of gravel snd cinders. Ne tie
plates or braces are uasasd.

neptbound train No. 14 consiated of & cers, henled by
engine 628, and was en route from Omehsa, Nebr., to 3t. Louis,
Mo,, end was in cherge of Conduetor Mulligsn mnd Englneman
Newoomb. It left Stenberry, ko., 8 dlvision terminel, &bont
28 miles from Pattonsburg, on kareh 15, at 10.51 p. m., 39
minutes lets, and ocontinned to lose time between thet point
and Pattonsburg on &ccount of heavy rainfell and miner wash-

onta, It left rPattonmeburg &t 2.10 &. m., Karch 16, 3 houra
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and 1 minate late, #nd at 2.25 a.m. was dersiled by & waah-
out 4.19 miles beyord Pettomsburg, the speed &t the time the
sngine strock the whshout being eatimated 2t 6 or 6 miles am
hour.
The engine and tender wers dersiled amnd turmed over
to the right. The forward truck of the first car waz &lae
dersiled end the car tinped 8lightly to the right. Hore of
the treok was sfterwerds washed ount, resalting in the firat
oar turning over, while the second orr lesned 80 for to the
right thet it wes turned over in order to olear the trsck.
The fireman was osnght between the engine 2nd tender and killed.
Ainginemsn Newocomb stated that seversl stops snd slow-
downs were mede between ..tanberry end Psttonsburg on scwunt
of high water &nd washopta, the trein being flegzed by seotion-
men at severel points. Just after psesing Cypress Creek, Gbout
B, 000 feet from the point of derrilment, ke s8s¥ & lighkt imn the
vigeinity of a farmhonme on the left 8lde of the treck, but did
not pey any nttention to it. The speed of his train wes about
20 miled Bn hour vhen by means of the electric he=dlight he
saw the reils to be out . f line, 2nd he 8t onoe mtde &n smer-
gency applic tion of the air brakes. Ee 2tarted to get off
his sett, but the derzllment cccarred before he ocould reech
the deock of the engine. He omtim&ted the speed to have been
rednoei to 5 or 6 miles an hour when the engine was aotually
derailed ond ststei thet ha thought he eould sse the washout
8 distanss of about two telegraph poles. There was no water
running over the rails at that time, 2nd he conld not mee mach
water beside the track op his side of the sngime. The water
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wa B8 high on the cther side of the treek, ond If he hed known
of 1t he would have run 8t & lower rate of speed. He thooght
the fireman was on his seat approsching the point of dersil-
ment, bat said that the fireman s2id mnothing to khim., sngine~
man Newcomb 8eild that he hsd rwm on this district sbout E
yeers, but had never known of the track being washed ont at
thie point and did not anticipate any trovbde, although he
cozld sec that there h2d bean hesvy reins in the vicimity.
Conductor ¥ulligen stated that in his 18 yesrs' epper-
lonce &5 conductor om this district he hed never sesn &ny of
the track weshed ount in this vieinity, except on one coession,
although weter had been over the track on several oooesiaens,
The exception wes in 1909, when there wae & flood which covered
21l of the treck. He stated that the specd of the iraim &p-
proaching the point of dercilment wees sbout 20 milea, possibly
£2 miles &n hour, The air brekes were suddenly applied 1in
emergency, the derailment cocurring shorfly theresfter. He
hed been obuerving from the right side of the truipn #nd hed
seen no water slong the track, but on getiing out after the
agcident, he sew that the weter on the left slde was up to the
ties &nd was running over the track for 8 distsnce of about
60 feet. ‘hen Feturning to Pattonsburg, he met 2 fermer who
g6id that he hed seen the trzin ooming, Inew that there was
golng to be trouble, andi Lad tried to flag it with a lentarn.
This fermer sald that £t thaxt the time he tried to atop this

train, he was 1in & field nearby.
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Brakemen Hartghorn stated that there was weter along
the traock on tha zouth side 8ll the way from Pattonsburg, He
thought the speed was asbont 20 miles an hour when the brakss
were 8pplied, &nd thet it was redvoed to sbott 5 or 6 miles
an hour at the time of acoident. There was wzter against tha
rail but none romning over it only when the derailment oo-
eurred,

Conductor Hisman, of westbound trein Ro. 3, dus to
leave Fattonsburg &t 5.36 p.m., stated thet at the two statlons
preceding Pattonebarg, Gallatin and Jameson, there was evidence
of heavy rains with wuter running over the tr: ak &t Gallatin,
16 miles east of Mattonsburg. DBetween Jameson snd Pettonsburg,
however, a8 distance of 9.5 miles, there was no water in the
atresams.

Engineman Parker of train No. 3 steted that there
aeemad to be very little wuter in Cyprese Creek &t the tims
his train passed, the oreek not being ome quarter full.

Night Chief Diespatcher Merrill, om duty et the time of
the scgoildent, stuted that informetion about hesvy rains hed
heen raceived during the asy. Verious ordere werse isaued
during the svening, warning &ll trains of he. vy reins and spe-
cifying particulsr points where unususl eantion was to be ex-
erolsed., Home of the points mentioned was 1in the vielnlity of
the point of dereilment. A report wes received from the sec-
tion foremen et Pattonaburg im regerd to the trzck in his seo-~
tion, whieh inoluded the point of derasilment, und he atated
thet he understood thils report showed the trzok to be in good

condition,
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Digpetoher Smllivan, on daty from 4.00 p.m. until mid-
night, stated that the operstors at various offices reported
hesvy rainfall, but no report wis recveived of any seriona
trouble up to tha time he went off doty. No report was re-
ceived from the operator &t Pattonsberg, snd &t sbout 9.00
P.m. he inquired of the operator regearding the rainfall anpd
was told that it hai roined hard for a while zand then stopped.
The operator asked him for & line-up oan traine, seying thaet
the seotion foremsn was going out. HKRothing wes 3eid to him
about lhe section foreman retirning, &mnd he did not raceive any
report from L m govering imspection of the track, but he under-
stood from the operctor thet the seotion foremsn wes out look-
ing it over. This report from the operutor waes received be-
tween 2.3" p.m. obnd 10,00 p.m. Ho other report waas recelived,
'nd he 8aid thst the only rsport he received of weter running
over the trsok was at Gallsatin, It was not cuatomary for a
seotion foremsn to m2ke 8 report ununless he founmd & bad ocondi-
tion, or tnless he hed recelved a mesasage regariing the oon-
dition of his trr.ak.

Jispatéher Sexton, on duty from midnight until 8 a.m.,
suild that when he 2tme on duty he talked with Dispatcher ral-
livan regarding the westher conditlons and about the comdition
of the track st verious points, but no imformation had been re-
ceived about conditions between .attonsburg snd Jesmeson. He
received no report from the section foreman at pattonsburg snd
inguired of the opsrator, who told him that he ceme on duty
at midnight and knew notling sbout it, bot thought the section
foremen had beern out ins ecting the track before he cszme on

duty.
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Supervisor Hertwan stated thet in the two years he had
been 3npervisor there had heen mno trouble &8t the point where
the derzilment occcurred. All of the section foremém had per-
manent instrunetions of such o cheragter that it was not neces~
sary for them to receive inastructions or orders 8bout going
over the treck in stormy weather to see that it wes sll rignt,
end he ss5id thet unless sometbing wrong wes found they 4id not
m&ke any report of their ingpecvtion to the dispatcheir's offioe.
He consldered thet if & section foremun went over his section
3, 4 or B hours in edvance of & train, he wes complying with
Rule Wo. Bl, relating to the duties of bridge und seotion
foremen, wiich reeds sa follows:

They will, in o8se of aevere wind or r:ic storms,
that ere lisble to affect the safely of the rosd, pass
over their meotions zhesd of trains snd KNQOVW that the
treck, bridges snd oculverts sre in eafe condition, ond
repocrt to the Superintendent and Train Master, ‘hen
neoessary, the eatirs force should be detsiled to watoh
the roead.

Seotion Foremen Groestecke had been out between 8.00 apnd 11.00
p.m., Whichk wea after the hesviest raeina hed fellen, and -nper=
visor Hartmsn considered this to have been sufflcisnt, Fe did
not think 1t neceassry for the seotion foremen to heve weited
snd gome over the truck immediutely abeuwd of trzin Ho. 14, &1~
thongh In this particelar case it would probably huve prevent-
ed the agvident. Ile considared the section foremen to be sbove
the &veresge.

Seation Foremen Groetecke stated thet his section ex-
tended eastward from Fattonsburg o distsnce of shout 6% miles,
On uerch 156, 1t ocommenced raining st sbout 11.4C &.m., with

the heaviest rein coming st asbout 3.00 p.m. After this time
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1t showered more or less durinmg the night. He had two men 1n
his sectiovn, :n? after the heaviest rsin ha. fellen, 8¢ whish
time he was in Iuttonsburg, he trie. to get them to go over

tke treck, but ome could not be found, while the othar had 1illm
noss 1n his femily snd would not go. He steted that he him-
self aterted out st about 7.00 p.w. 2nd &rrived at the eastern
end of his section &t zbout 8.35 p.m. {n his way back te
Pattonsburg, he pessed the point where the dersilment after-
ward ocourrad &t about 9.20 p.m., et which time .he orecka inm
that vicinity wers 2bout helf full of water. He reschel his
home in Pattonsbhurg st ebout 11.00 p.m. gonsidering the rein=
fell doring the first part of the night, he thought the track
to be perfectly sefe for the pessege ol trtins., Lefore start-
Ing on this inspection, he d1d not get 8 line-np on the treins
and did not know that trcim Ho. 14 was late. Ee had been seo-
tion foremsn on thi: cectlion sbout 54 years smi ssid that im
1915 the trick had been w2shed out &t ebout the same point.
“4th this exceptlon, no trouble hzsd hesn experienced.

At 2 point about 5,600 fest emst of the polnt of de~
railment the triok of the :uinoy, Omahe & Ksnsas ity Rallrcad
eroasen that of the Webash Rallro:zd. The orosting is at a
samsll angls so that when opposite the point where the derail-
ment cecurred, the %.0.& E.C. treck is only sbout 3 of a mile
distent, being on the upstre.m gide. +t 8 point approximate-
ly opposite the point of dereilment, abont 1,140 feet of truck
of the Q.0.% E.C. 3ailrozd was washed out, apperently sllhowing
& large emount of water to come Against the i8bash traox im &

ghort space of time, resulting in its being wobBhed out at the

Rk -3 H S el = El 4 &t
B T ‘. LEEE T e T TP .



point of dersilment. The section foremen stated that on the
following dey he was told by people 1iving meer there that the
wiate o&me over the &.0.& K,O0., treck £t ebount 11.0C p.m. Judg=-
ing from sppearcnoes, he thought thut water hed rum over ilhe
Webash troack for & distsnee of 500 or 600 feet. shile state-
ments of the orew of train No. 14 indicrted th- -t the washout
did not cover more thzm 60 feet &t the time of dersilment,

more trzek was afterwnrda washed out, the tot:l lemgth of the
washhnt extending & distanae of 231 fest.

This z2ocident wes ceused by 8 washont which ogecurred
between the time the track was inspectsd by the section fereman
and the time of arrivel of trein Ko, 14. There i3 & disorep-
anoy in the stsatsments of empleyees 85 te whether or nct sec=-
4ion Foreman Groeteoke Esked for 2 line-up on the treine before
starting over his section. The evldence indiostes thuat the
time he returned to Pattonsburg from his inspection waa adbout
11.00 p.m., which 1s only 9 minutes befiore train No. 14 waa
gche"ule d to leave that point, 2o that even If he had asked for
8 line-up &nd had timed his inspection so 53 te go over the
treok immedistely hefore the passipg of trsim Fo. 14, he womrld
hardly huve scoted differently. is & metter of fsot, &t the
times when he reaturned to rattonsburg from his inspection, train
Fo, 14 hed alrescy left Stanberry, only 28 midss from pattone-
burg, but lost about 24 hours time in travelimg that short dis-
tance.

Ge Vel



