
WABAoH EAtLROAD. USAH PATT0U3BUHQ, MO. . 
OE MARCH 16, 1919* 

April 9, 1919. 
On March 16, 1919, there wae a derailment of a pas­

senger treIn on the wahash Hailroad near jattoasborg. Mo . , 

which resulted in the death of 1 employee and the injury 
of 1 employee. After investigation of this aocident, the 
Chief of the Bureau, of safety aabaits the following report: 

The 18th District of the Western Division, on whioh 
thla aooident ooourred, is a single-traok line. Trains 
are operated by time table and trf in orders, their movements 
being protected by a manaai bl o&fSysteou Approaching the 
point of aooident from the west, the track is tangent for more 
than 1 mile. The grade is pr&otloelly level. The track is 
laid on a slight embankment, with 80-pound rails, SS feet in 
length, single spiked, with £0 untreated oak ties to the rail, 
ballasted with about £0 inches of gravel and cinders* Ho tie 
plates or braces are nsed. 

eastbound train No. 14 consisted of 6 oars, battled by 
engine 628, and was en route from Omeha, tfehr., to St. Ionia, 
Mo., and was in charge of Conductor Mulligan and Sngineman 
Heweomb. It left Stenberry, MO., a division terminal, aboat 
26 miles from fattonsbarg, on March 15, at 10*51 p. m., 99 
minutes late, and oontinasd to lose time between that point 
and fattonsburg on account of heavy rainfall and miner wash-
oats. It left pattonsbarg at 2.10 a . m., March 16, 3 hoars 



and 1 minute l a t e , and a t 2.25 a.m. was dera i led by a waab­

out 4.19 Biles beyond Pattonsborg, the speed at the tine the 

engine struck the washout being eat iaate i at £ or 6 miles a s 

hour. 

She engine and tender were derai led and turned over 

to the r i g h t . The forward truek of the f i r s t oar wad a lee 

derai led end the ear tipped s l i gh t ly to the r i g h t . More of 

the trftok was afterwards washed out, resu l t ing in the f i r s t 

oar turning over, while the second orr leaned so far to the 

r ight that i t was turned over In order to oleer the track. 

She fireman wae oaught between the engine and tender and k i l l e d . 

iSnginemsn Newooab stated that several stops and slow* 

downs were made between otanberry end fattonsburg on aouoont 

of high water end washouts, the t ra in being flagged by seetlon-

men at severe1 points. Just a f ter passing Cypress Oreek, about 

2,000 feet from the point of d o m i n a n t , he saw a l i g h t In the 

v io lnl ty of a farahouae on the l e f t side of the treek, but did 

not pay any attention to I t . The speed of his tr&ln was about 

SO miles en hour when by means of the e l ec tr lo hesdllght he 

saw the rs i l a to be out f l i n e , and he at once as-de an eater-

geney appl le t lon of the a i r brakes . He started to get o f f 

hie seat , but the derailment oeoorred before he eould reeoh 

the deck of the engine. He estiaieted the speed to have been 

redact i to 5 or 6 allies an hour when the engine was actua l ly 

derai led and state \ that he thought he could see the washout 

a distance of about two telegraph poles . There wae no water 

running over the r a i l s at that t ine, and he oould not see amah 

water beside the track on M s side of the engine. She w&ter 



was high oa tae other aide of the traok, aad if he had known 
of It he weald hare ran at a lower rate of speed. He thought 
the fireman was on his seat approaching the point of derail­
ment, hat said that the fireman said nothing to him. Engine-
man Newcomb said that he had ran on this district shoot & 
years, bat had never known of the track being washed cat at 
this point and did not anticipate any trouble, although he 
could sec that there had been heavy reins in ths vicinity. 

Conductor Mulligan stated that in his 18 years' exper­
ience as conductor on thia district he had never seen aay of 
the track washed out In this vicinity, exoept on one occasion, 
although water had been over the track on several occasions. 
The exception was in 1909, whea there was a flood which covered 
all of the traok. He stated that the speed of the traia ap­
proaching the point of derailment was about SO Biles, possibly 
£2 miles an hour. The air brakes were suddenly applied in 
emergency, the derailment occurring shortly thereafter. He 
had been observing from the right side of the train end had 
seen no water along the tr&ck, but on getting out £fter the 
accident, he saw that the water on the left side was up to the 
ties and was running over the track for a distance of about 
60 feet. /hen returning to pattcnsburg, he met a farmer who 
said that he had seen the train ooming, knew that there waa 
going to be trouble, and had tried to flag it with a lantern. 
This farmer said that at Ihak the time he tried to stop this 
train, he was in a field nearby. 



Brakeman Hartshorn stated that there vas water along 

the track on the sonth side a l l the way from P&ttonsburg, He 

tho light the speed waa ah oat £0 miles an hoar when the brakes 

were appl i ed , and that i t was reduoed to about 5 or 6 miles 

an hoar a t the time of accident. There was water against the 

r a i l bat none r u m lag over i t only when the derailment oo-

oorred. 

Conductor Hlem&n, of westbound train Ho* 3, dee to 

leave Pattonsburg at 5.36 p .m. , stated that at the two stations 

preceding Pattonsbarg, Gal la t in and Jameson, there was evidence 

of heavy rains with water running over the t r ok at Sal la t in , 

16 miles east of Pattonaburg. Between Jameson and Pattonaburg, 

however, a distance of 9.5 miles , there was no water l a the 

stre&as. 

Bngineman Parker of tr&ln l o . 3 stated that there 

seemed to be very l i t t l e water in Cypress Creek a t the time 

his t r a i n passed, the creek not being one quarter f a l l . 

Night Chief .Dispatcher M e r r i l l , on duty at the time of 

the accident, stated that information about heavy rains had 

been received daring the day. Various orders were leaned 

daring the evening, warning e l l trains of he- vy ra ins and spe­

cifying par t i cu lar points where onusual caution waa to be ex­

erc ised. Hone of the points mentioned was in the v ie ln i ty of 

the point of derailment. A report wee reoelved from the sec­

tion foreman at Pattonaburg in regard to the track in his sec­

t ion, which included the point of derailment, and he stated 

that he understood this report showed the track to be in good 

condition. 



Diapetoher sallivsn, on daty from 4.00 p.m. until mid­
night, stated that ths operators at various offloes reported 
heavy rainfall, bnt no report was received of any serious 
trouble ap to tha time he went off daty. Ho report was re-
eel ved from the operator at Pattonaborg, end at eboat 9.00 
p.m. he Inquired of the operator regarding the rainfall and 
was told that it ha-4 rained hard for a while and then stopped. 
The operator asked him for a line-op on trains, saying that 
the section foreman was going out. Nothing wes 3bid to him 
about ihe section foreman returning, and he did not receive any 
report from h m covering inspection of the track, bat be under­
stood from the operator that the seotion foremen was oat look­
ing it over. This report from the operator was received be­
tween 9.30 p.m. TNA 1< . (X1 p.m. BO other report was received, 
- nd he said that the only report he reoelved ef water running 
over the traok was at Gallatin. It was not customary for a 

seotion foreman to make a report unless he found a bed condi­
tion, or unless he had received a message regarding the con­
dition of hia tr^ak. 

Dispatcher Sexton, on duty from midnight until 8 a.m., 
said that when he came on doty he talked with Dispatcher oul-
llvan regarding tho weather conditions and about the condition 
of the track at various points, bnt no information had been re­
oelved about conditions between attonabarg end Jameson. He 
receive^ no report from the section foreman at pattonsburg &nd 
inquired of the operator, who told hla that he came on duty 
at midnight and knew notling about it, bat thought the section 
foremen had been out ins ecting the traok before he eane on 
daty. 
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Supervisor Rartaan stated that In the two years he had 
heen supervisor there had been no trouble at the point where 
the derailment occurred. All of the section foremen had per­
manent instructions of such a ch&ragter that it was not neces­
sary for them to receive instruct ions or orders sbo tit going 
over the tract in stormy weather to see that It was all rlgnt, 
and he said thet unless something wrong WBB found they did not 
make any report of their Inspection to the dispatchei's office. 
He considered that if a section foreman went over his section 
3, 4 or 5 hours in advance of a train, he was complying with 
Hula No. 51, relating to the duties of bridge and section 
foremen, Which reeds as follows: 

They will, in case of severe wind or r in storms, 
that ere liable to affect the safety of the road, pass 
over their sections ahead of trains end KBOW that the 
track, bridges end col verts are in safe condition, and 
report to the Superintendent and Train Master, hen 
necessary, the entire force should be detailed to watch 
the road. 

Section foreman ftroetecke had been out between 6.00 and 11.00 
p.m., whioh was after the heaviest rains had fallen, and super­
visor Hartman considered this to have been sufficient. He did 
not think it necessary for the section foremen to heve welted 
and gone over the track immediately abend of tr&in Ho. 14, al­
though in this particular case it woeld probably have prevent­
ed the aocident. He considered the section foreman to be above 
the averege. 

Section foreman Groetecke stated that his section ex­
tended eastward from Battonsburg a distance of about miles. 
On March 15. it coanenoed raining at about 11,40 a.m., with 
the heaviest rain ooming at about 3.00 p.m. After this time 
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it showered more or less during the night. Ee had two men In 
his section, after the heaviest rain hau fallen, at whioh 
time he was in Pattonsburs, he trlej to get thorn to go over 
the track, but one oould not be found, while the other had ill* 
ness in hie family and would not go. Ee stated that he him­
self started out at about 7.00 p.m. and arrived at the eastern 
end of his section at about 8.25 p.m. On his way back to 
Pattonsburg, he passed the point where the derailment after­
ward occurred at about 9.20 p.m., at which time -he creaks in 
that vicinity were abaat half full of w&ter. He re&oh»d his 
home in pattonsburg at about 11.00 p.m. Considering the rain­
fall Sarin? the first part of the night, he thought the track 
to be perfectly safe for the passage of trains. Before start­
ing on this inspection, he did not get a line-up on the trains 
and did not know that trcin Bo. 14 was l^ts. Be had been sec­
tion foreman on this* section about years and aaid that in 
1915 the trt ck had been washed out at about the same point. 
"1th this exception, no trouble had been experienced. 

At a point about 5,600 feet east of the point of de­
railment the track of the 'iumoy, Omaha & Kansas City Hailroad 
crosses that of the Wabash Ha11roed. ?he orosting ia at a 
small angle so that when opposite the point where the derail­
ment occurred, the Q.0.& K.2. track Is only about i of a mile 
distant, being on the upstream ajide• .it a point approximate­
ly opposite the point of derailment, about 1,140 feet of tr^ok 
of the Q.0.& K.C. Railroad was washed out, apparently allowing 
a large amoant of water to come against the /abash traojc In a 
short space of time, resulting in its being washed out at the 



point of derailment. The section foremen stated that on the 
following dey he was told by people living near there that the 
mate came over the («.G.& E.G. trip ok et eboat 11.00 p.m. Judg­
ing from appearanoes, he thought that water had run over the 
Wabash track for a distance of 500 or 600 feet. >vhile state­
ments of the orew of train No. 14 indie- ted th t the washout 
did not cover more than 60 feet et the time of derailment, 
more track was afterwards washed out, the to til length of the 
washout extending a dist&nse of 831 feet. 

This accident was caused by a washout which occurred 
between the time the track was Inspected by the section foreman 
and the time of arrival of trein KG. 14* There is a discrep­
ancy in the statements of employees as to whether or not Sec­
tion foreman &roeteeke asked for a line-up on the trains before 
starting over his section. The evidence indicated that the 
time he returned to Pattonsburg from his inspection wad about 
11.00 p.m., which Is only 9 minatea before train 5o. 14 waa 
aohe ale d to leave that point, so that even if he had asked for 
a line-up and had timed his inspection so as to go over the 
track immediately before the passing of train Fo. 14, he weald 
hardly hive acted differently. As a matter of fact, at the 
time when he returned to pattonsburg from his inspection, train 
5o, 14 had alreaoy left otanberry, only 28 miles from pattons­
barg , bat lost about hours time In traveling that short dis­
tanee* 


