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dume B0, lyld,
G ﬁ&% Ak, i9LE, there wai o derellment of o frelght

,ﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁgurw of twp trospessert. e Lovestigation, the Shief
pf She Bwwesw of dafely mibmite ke Tollewisng repert:

ihiv socldent oegucred on the 1B%h Jisteriet, whieh
exvends Trom Hoberly, He., $o Joullen, Yo, n diotunee of 98.4
midew, wnd Ly o single treai i over wileh the novenent of
traing in coverned by btiue tsble and brein oxders, ne bleok
slenel sysltom bolng in uses. Phe goepraphiosnl dlrestion in
norkh snd souba, bub ke blwe teble dirsotien lr suub und seuk,
and ig the diresdtion refevred %o ln Bhin reports

Appronshing the point o0 sgeldent from the caat b=
gimdng ot wilepoat 240, there in 00 feet of Sangent, o evrve
of & daprees ¥ winates ve Lthe 1ot S0 feet in length, then
& bonnpent 106D Teed iu Jenpth, sad then o & depree 30 ninube
gurve o She righ%, the Jewsiluent peourying B0 Peet west of
the eosotern end of thie oeurve. FPron aflepost 840 the traok
is level for o dlutanes of 845 Teet, Sollowsd By u dencendlnp
prnde varging frow 4% 0 1.865, 1300 feed lu isngth, oo sie
sonding prade of shent W for & dlatence of BOG fest, albuub
200 fewt of praovigelly lewvel track, snd o furbher desuondling
prade of about Iv %o the polnt of dewullment,. The broek is
loid with 80-ib, werolled wseel rails, from 29 %0 31 feot in
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longth, single splked, with 14 to B0 mixed cak, elm and
hiskory tles %o the rall, ballusted wisth burned gumnbe. A
few roll braver are uséd on Survas, Jpat ne tle pistes, The
elevation of the outer rall on the surve at ths polnt of dee
raflment war 3 Lnohes, The weabther wese olondy.

The trainm involived wa? westbound frelght Ro, 95, en
routs from loberly, Ho,, to soulton, Iows, consisting of en~
gine 046, 36 oare and o goboowe, in sharge of Condugeter Iin-
kide and Taginemarn ‘ishola, IV pessed Jeatsaville, Me., G
niles «amt of the point of ageident, at Z.B6 p.m., and we de=
relled &t about 3,40 p.m. =% & point about 8F miles eand of
Houlton, while truveling st & apeed of adout £5 miles an heur,
after running &= short distance en the ties the angine and teRe
der turned over on the left zide of a lf=fool flll snd were
connidervbly dusmged, Fifveen ours were alao deralled, team
turning over on the laft slde «f the track, thres heing dee
melished, One rested across the truck, one wup deralled te
the vight, while the other three restined upright on the roade
bod, The omployeve killed wae the flreman,

The First slgna of derallment were flanpe a=arks on the
tles on the inside of the -ovrth rail, sxtending o diatanee of
nearly 16 Teet, snd sorvesponding xarke on the inside web of
the soutk ruill, the outer 1all or the gurve, ZThia rall mue
partislly averturned, while beyond this point Hhe track wam
antirdly torn ap for a« dlgtenes of about 280 feet, Izaninew
tion of the engine and tender Tuiled Lo disclose anything
whilenh eeuld heve aontribuled te the deralluent., Ixaamination
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of tho treck showed it %o ba in very poor sondition; there
were broken tiex, hWroken mngle bars, sissing sugle har bolts,
end mlaging, broken and loome aplkes, Ietweon sllepest 340
and the polnt of secident, a distange of sbout ome-hslf mile,
inepeation showed 148 rotten und breken tlss, =6 many awm aix
in susgession and av weny 88 twelve %o the rall; 17 sngle bar
bolts were wlselng, three from one join%} 65 spikes were xiswing
and 247 spikes no leowe that they guuld he pulied out by hand,
while a large number 4i.i net cuse in ocontaot with the rall,
Yany of the raile were badly surveeuemn, whils the hoad of
one rall was partially eplit off, The pasge and siignmentd
were fair, but the surfsce wus poor, ealpwaially within elx
rall lengtbs of %ie polnt of derallment; tke Jjolnt of the
seeond rail, 4L fewt freow thet point, bed u» superalevatien of
1=13/16 ii:0hea, while $ie gonter of hhe rell hud « supereleves
ilon ef &-1/8 ineghes, & net variatien of 2Z5/16 inehes, Himie
lay copditions were acoted st other pointe near the seene af the
seeldent, The bullewt hod disinteprated %0 & gread exhtend, snd
sinders nud been udded from time to tlee on vurlons parte of the
track, forming = mixed bullust %o ¢ depth of aboub & Llnehes.
inglneman Zlehsls stubéd thalt ne first ohporved that
something wup wrong when he and the fireman hesrd a nolze under
tne tank which sounded ss 1f the wheels wore on the ground, Ee
looked areund and netloed that the pangwsy on the jeft =ide
w8 openling up, while it was aloming up on the right eide, the
tank awlnging in such a way a8 Lo indlisate thst it bad bhesn
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deruilpd, He .1 onee shat ¢ atecm and .ade an energenay
epyligation of the alr brukes. lie thought the engine musy
have run sbhout eix rail leapths sfter nhé hesrd the nolee under
ihe senk, ingineman Nichols tlag stated that ke had sxumined
the engine at Hoberly, and exosept for a flat apet on one of
the rear tender wheels, it wus all rizht in svery wmy. Trior
to the derailment Lt m4ved gwmoothly smd without way swing or
lurgh, st & speed of adoub £J or B4 miles an hour, He stated
thut the tens wep derailed before the englne, and he attridated
theiderailuent 10 the =sairing snd spresding, and soneegaend
averturning ¢f the ralle, He added that whlle ko had mede
ne alope examinution of the treck, he neticed & nunber of dow
eayed tles whigh had been tomm up by the derslilment, umd alee
flange sarke oz the web of the rails

Qondaetor Linkade wio was riding in the oudedse when
the¢ aeeliont cazurrsed, :mde on esxaminmadion of %he treek, findw
ing flange zarke on Yhe ties innide of the right nawd rall,
while the Llaft hand mil ws turned over mnd on i web had
flange marks of severel wheels for & dls tenee of alx ar elght
feet back of the l-aving ends seyond Shilg point the ralle
woTe dl:sonnected snd the traak s¢ torn up that it wae Lae
posaible o follouw the flange mmrka eny farther. ot thoe tice
of dsvellment the zpewed of tre traln wud not sreater than 26
wilea gn kour, He thouzhat the saeldent due to the ralls
spraading or turnlng ever, ide was thorougnly familiar with
the traek at the soene of the sceldent mnd belleved that it
wag not in guoh oonditlos ar e be &ble to sustaln an sngine
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of the uize of the one derailiad, He sdded thal the lrack
wag 80f% at puint of derailment and the tien dovayed and
rotten, and tbat the turming of the rail smumt have been duse
o Jhe fullure of the tles to hold the zplken,

iraXemon Sarr and Fruett statsd Shab Lhe spsed ef
the traln at the tlme of fhe uerallment was frou 20 o 25 miles
& hour, snd in gensyal soerroboredad the atatenents of the ene
gineman ani eondneter,

{rack JSupervisor Jacksonr otaled that he uyrived about
40 minutes aftey the neoident and nls investigatlon showed
thet under the Flfteent: esr, the front truek of whieh waa
deralled, the wouth rall wwe loose for ity entire lempth, and
hed doen twieted and turned over. There were flange narks on
the ganre side cf ihe wed fur & dietance of about ten feot
buok of L1ts leaving end, and the splker were 1005¢, 5oze bBew
i~g abeve and otihers under the rail, The jeint gunnegting
the leaving end wiih toe revselving sud of the adjleining wost
rell hsd been byoken, snd the rall borled in tre nud under
tne tragk, Beyond tLis point ke was unable to ldentify any
of the mile, He stste. that there wers flange marks on the
1o Inelde of the morth rail opposite the hepluiniag of the
flange marks on vhe web of the vouth rull, but the north rail
5% thim point wag uprighki end intses, die ezamircation of
tie %raerz for & distange af about une-haly & mile bask of
whore the aoolient coourred showed $hat the tyuok mae not 1n
#o0d gonditleon, the prineipal defegts Leing decayed iies,
Wroken belte, wmissing eplkes, and nossrous splies se lsoae



- .a’ -
5 o= arw -
- . PN FRs i3 e R ¥ x‘“‘""‘é‘ LY
.

<h “»

e

that they oould be pulled gub by ncnds Le thought the traek
unenfe for frelight vreins aovimg at 8 graster spesd than 2B
miles an nour, snd otated ho knew thers were raliz in ths vie
ginlsy of the soeldent whleh had part o2 the heud miseing, ie
4iu not regard sueh u asendision a9 msfe Tur opsrating purpeses,
but owlng S0 the ahorituge of ties snd ¥alls they bad not% been
«ble up %0 the present tire %o zake the neesosury imgrevements,

jeevion Foreman Pewell stated that there had besn a
nuaber of heavy rulns in the vieinity in the pust 40 daye, wuloh,
topnthoy with the Ceguyed sundition of the tlen, hud coftened
the track, =né beceuse of Liie he nad limited b sjeed of all
treins to 25 wiles wn houre On the morning of Hay 8 he hed
put In some tles und sade oshor repalrs esat and west of bab
net ut ihe point of deralluent, snd on Lhe norning of he age
gident he Lud rone over %re tragk, but obnerved nothing ulte
asuel, Ho sdmitted tnat tus track conditiene were mot geed,
and that they wers bud hotween milepostz 240 wnd 241. He
thougut thet the weir. t of the traln wmight szave been 00 heuvy
for the rosdbed, and a%-oted thet the fallure t0 improve eondi=-
tions wae ontlrely due tu the lnablllty t¢ sequre negesuary
materislu,

impline 2046 13 of the Bebei type, with & tOlsl whee)
huse of 6L Teeh ¢ inehes, ite welight occulbined witn vue tender,
ionded, bLeinpg 366,900 1lbs, iixaminution showed nothlng wrong
with 1%, with Lhe exaeptien of demuge suvstalned apo & result
¢f the doralluent,
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Tale socldent was caused by Wie overturning of the
gutpide mil of the eurve, dus to the existsnes of Srsok gon~
ditions se poor ma to rendor unsafe the operation of trains
&% the rates of speed allowed, s iti: the sxception of the
saoge end ulignseat, every fsqoture, inslnmding surface, Wllast,
tiee and ll traek materlals, yuve every wvidense of a mugh
weglested and run down properiy, She malstenincs af track
bwelng given 1ittle sonzideration with reepect to the safely
of the pussenger and frelipht traffia moved over it, That the
bad oonditien of %no brack en this purd ¢f the read wasg reals
faed ie shown By the faut Lthat on the mernlng of the sselidexnt
ordsrs woye issunad vestriebting the npoed of all tralns %o 85
ailes an hour hetween Lowlben snd milepost 237, & disteunoe of
about 6 miles.

The exlstenve of Sraek eonditiens o¢f this ehuzagier
han bean the gunee of sany serious sqoldentsz in the ;ﬁ;:$p§:;r3¢ua
in the repertz covering tae investigotien of thosa sealdents
attention hus baen ealled to tne nseeuelly of lumedintely
eradicating oucsh dangorous gonditieons, or else protestiing
the mevement of lraing by adeguate gpesd cesirictiens, Hpeeiml
ppeed rexirighions waere in forod st the time $hle mocldent wow
ourped, but he Lrask gonditiens shown Lo eximt wero abviensly
pos sush 28 3o enable trainw Lo be w.ved with safety et that
gpeods Iomediante ztepe should be %aken to lmpreve the existe
ing %raek donditvions, if other agsldents of s similer chersster
are %o be prevented,
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