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m AFET wit* there a ae**ttaent of » fe#igh% 

*a the Witteah n*ilre»e. i&miten, iom, #hioh 
'^^M^l lii tlit death of E N * employee miA two TROBP**aero and 

la Jury of two T W S P W T I W I I * .titer l w © S T L I P T I O B . S the C ! A I * £ 

O F the Bureau of j*My antoeite the feJJLttwiatf report t 

Xhin aooldertt ooeurred O B the lotn dietriet,. wfeiea 

easteafie fre» Moeerly* ! * O # T to Komlto»# lomt ft die time* of 

miles, and 1» « single traok line over which the movement of 

tru-in* is governed by time teble i*»d truin e*i«re* no bloe& 

signal 8 J S T » e*i«g in uee* B » G # 0 § | R » F L I I « A dlreetttttt l i 

north mml aouth, but the T I M E tool® direction Is> nm% m& west, 

and le the direction referred to in thin rei*>rt* 

Apprwuehlflg the point OJ Aeel&emt fr*» the eaet he* 

ginning &% milepeet 240t there I S 300 feet of tangent, a eurre 

of I ftegreee 30 uiinutea to the left 380 feet I S length* then 

A %mmm% i©&0 feet I S length, end then & I 4egr*e 30 minute 

oerve to the right, the ieriitlttent eeeorylng ©60 feet weet of 

the eeetem end of thl<* ourre. Fro* jsilepeot 840 the traok 

la level for « dietanoe of 0 1 # feet t followed hy & aeeeettclng 

itra&e fur/lug fr©« «4§f§ to 1«84£. 1300 feet in length, an as* 

cending G A T E of about 1FT for » aietanee of 000 feet, about 

900 seet of ometioelly level tutd A- further descending 

grade of about 1$ to the point of derailment* The traok ie 

laid with A O - l b * rerolleii eieel rail* # from 29 to #L feet la 



lomgth, single ooikod, with ia to 80 Kixod oak. aim and 

hiakory U « « to the rai l , ball&atod with oar-nod gutaoo* A 

to* MIL sra^oft ars usod on surras^, Jmo no tie platoa* fho 

oloratlen of the outer rail on tha onrro at ono point of do* 

r&ilmetit waa 3 lnoftOo* The woathor was cloudy. 

The train lnrolrod was vtostboond froifht Ho* » 5 , on 

route froEi ifeaorly, no«, to soulton, Iowa, oosalstlng of en­

gine gOid, 36 oaro and & eaoooso, in charge of aonduotor £in-

kMo and anginofsan 2ioh©la# It phased 3o*ttovlllo, M T « * or 

miles *ast of tho point of accident, at S*gft p.su, and was do* 

railod at aoo&t 3.40 p»nu a point about AFT ^ilan east of 

tiealton, «hii* traroling at a a pood of aaomt £a olios oa hour* 

4ftor running a short dlsttmoe on tho tioo tho angina and ton* 

4or turned oror on tho loft @ido of a l£-foot f i l l and woro 

considerably damaged, f if toon oaro wore aloe doraUot, ton 

turning over on tho left side of tho traek, throe owing do-

raeliahad, Ono rooted zeroes tbo traok# ono w*a dor&llot to 

tho right, anile the other thr«s© rotstttnod upright en tho road* 

hod* tho ©fapleyao klllod was? the fireaan. 

Tlie firat »lgna of dor&il&ont »oro flanfe aarfco on tho 

tioa oa the lnaido of tha north rai l , oxtoading & distunes of 

n#&rly IS foot, and oorra^poMing KA?W on tho inside web of 

the south rail , tho outer sail on tho curve. 2hia rai l was 

partially overtumod, whiio beyond this point tho tmok woo 

ontiroly torn up for a distanoo of about B80 foot* gxamiisa-

tlon of ti.o engine and tondor fmilod to diool^o anything 

whioh could ha-ro aontrihtitod to tho dorailsont* iswinatioa 



of the traok showod it to he in very ooor ooaditlaat taoro 

woro ferokon He*, broken tmgl« bars, jaiasiog uoglo tar bolts, 

and mlaoing, hrokon on4 loose a îkoo* Botwoon ^ilepoat $4$ 

and tho point uf evident, a diotu?ios of abont eno~half alio* 

inopoetlon thowod 148 rotten broken t ia t , *a aany as »jjc 

in auteeeeslOB &n& Kauriy at twelve to tho r a i l l IT a-Bglo bar 

belt© wore Biasing, three t r w one joint! Si a$tkoo wore closing 

and t47 oylkoo so loo no that they oould bo pulled out by hand, 

whilo a largo unmoor diu not omso in ooataot with tne rail* 

Many of tho woro b*i4ly ourvo*wora, whilo the hoad of 

ono rai l wo& imrttally spl i t off* Tho g%af a and alignment 

woro fair, but the aorf&oo m.w poor, ospooi&lly within oix 

rai l lefigtha of tho yoiut of dormlliaouti tho joint of tho 

sooond rai l , 4i* foot fr©& that point« had & suporolovatioa of 

1*13/1(1 inoho»ft while the oontor of the rail hud & aujtorolova* 

lion of 4*l/S iAOhoo, a not variation of g*t>/l6 inohoo* aiaai-

lar conditioas wore noted at other points uoar tho sooao of tho 

aeoidoat* tho aalloot had dlsiato*:mtod to a groat extent, and 

oiadors had boon added from tine to ttao on v«trlowa parts of tho 

tr&ok, forcing a Biistod ballast to w dopth of about a looms** 

Engineman slohols sWtOd that ha first obeurvod that 

something mi wrens whon ha and th« firosan hoard a noiio under 

tno tank whioh sounded ao if the oheola woro on tho ground* go 

looked aronod and notisad that tho gangway on tho loft oido 

ma ofonlng up, ah lie it woo olooing up on the right *tdo* tao 

tank owlRping in smoh & m& as to indloate that i t haft been 



derailed* Ee it E N E E ehat off ete&a end , ^ADE an emergen*? 

api/llembien 0 1 the A I R brakes. B E thought the engine mm% 

hare run about six rai l length® aft«r he heard the noise under 

the bonk* >£agineuan Lionels also stated that H E had examined 

th« engine at Iteterly, and. except for « flat a pet on one of 

T H E rear tender wheels, it m A L L right in E V E R Y ear* ^rior 

to the derailment I T aoved smoothly and witheut any owing or 

lureh, « t a eeeed of abeut or £d A L I E N am hour* Be stated 

that the te&t mi derailed O O F ore th« engine* &nd he attributed 

theiderallmeot to the aatg-inr mS. spreading, and eonoeguent 

overturning of the raile. he added that ^hlle I.O had aade 

no elofie examinetien of T H E treek, H E netleed a nutter of do-

oayed tie* vaioh had beau toru up by T H E & E R & I L $ E I I T # A N D all* 

flange narke os the wee of the rail* 

Oondmeter laaked* WI.o TREE riding in the eefeeese wnee. 

the eeei&ent ©aaurred. &ade &n ex&mlimtieu of the traok, F lad* 

lug flange m k s on the ties I N S I D E of the right hand ra i l , 

?rhile the left hand mil mo turned aver mud on its neb had 

flange marke of several wheels for a dletaaee of elz or eight 

feet baefe of the leaving end* neyond tWU point the mil t 

were dl*»eaneete4 and the tr&ek S O tern up that it W E E lie* 

peeetele to follow the flange mrkM amy farther* *t the %im 

of derailment the a peed of tne train m& not groater than S3 

mil eg «m hour* lie thought the aeeident due to the rail* 

eproadln^ or turning ov@r* £& wae thoroughly familiar with 

the traok at the soend of the avoidant and believed tfcttt i t 

mo not in ouoh oondltion as to bo eole L O euet&ln O N engin© 



of ta« also of tho on© derailed. So added that the track 

wao soft at p^lnt of derailment and tho tiao d^oayod and 

rotten, nod that the turning of the rai l mm* havo soon dao 

to *ho failure of tho felon to hold tho solkoo* 

Bra teen 3arr and Fruott a to tod that the s pood Of 

tho train at the time of tho ^railjseRt was fro* £0 W i& miles 

an Hour, and In general sorroboratod tho st&tsmtnts of tho an* 

flno&j&n ani oondue tor. 

Crook 3\iporvlior SmkMm ® to. tod that ho arrived about 

43 niautaa after the aeoidont and hit Inrootig&tion showed 

feat nndor the fiftoo&tfc oar, feho front truck of whiom mo 

doraUod, tho «oat» mil mn looso for ito ontlro Long*** I M 

had boon twisted and turned ovor* fhoro woro flango naxhs on 

tho gauj-e side of tho #eb for & distance of about ton foot 

o&ok of it* looting ond, and tho onikao woro looso, eo©e ho-

l-.g above and otaoro under the **il» $ho Joint « an nesting 

the leaving out with tuo resolving ond of tho adjoining west 

rai l had boon broken, *md tho rail »«sriod in U o aud under 

tao traok* &ô ond thi* p©int k* vmm unafclo to ideatify any 

of the rails, bo at&te.i that there wore flange marks on tho 

ties lnaido of the north ra i l opposite the hogiftning of too 

flange sharks on tho web of tho esouth ra i l , out tho north rai l 

at this point me upright and intaot* aio easajin&Uon of 

the tr&ok for & distans* of about une^half a sails oaok of 

wher« th# accident ooourrod showed tamo tho tr&ok woo not in 

t*ood oondition, tho principal dafoots being deeayed tie*, 

orokon holt*, missing epikes, and nuatoroua »plkoa so looao 



that they oould bo i.ulled out oy atod, he thought tho *r»ek 

unsafe for freight trains S B O Y I I I ^ *-* a greater ooeed than 28 

sill as I;our, and stated he know thtsre wro rails in the vi» 

olnlty of the aostdont whlea. had fort of tho head fleeing. So 

did N O I regard &ueh a oonditlen a® oaf0 for ©oeratlng purposes, 

bat owing to the shortage of Uss and rolla they had not seem 

*bls up to tho present T I R E to M H O tho N M O T O A R Y improvements, 

iioeUan Foreman Towell otated that tfaoro hod seen a 

number of henirjr r*4w« in the vieinity in th* p&«t 40 D A / 0 , onion, 

togethfu with the C E O A / E D eoadition of ah* tleo, tod eeftOfted 

tho traafc. ***** boe&mse of t îe H O limited th^ »;vood of a U 

trains to 25 miXm tarn hoar, on tho corning of May 6 ho had 

put in mm tloo and -aade other repair* saat and WO»t O F hut 

not at tua PELTTT of dor&iissont, and on the aornlag of T H O ao* 

Oident ho II&4 rone urar TI-e traoE, hut oboerved nothing ten-

usu&l. Ho tud&ittod timt fka traoh oonditieno ware not good, 

and that they » © R E B U D oetwoea eiilepoat® MO and £41. E O 

thought that too « o i * V T of the train might mro haon too hessvy 

for the roadbed, A N D a t T E A tl«*t the failnra to improve eoadl-

tlona one entirely due ta 'the inability to seoure necessary 

aatertals* 

lamina S044 is of the 1 * 4 * 1 ty#o* with a toUl wnee* 

baoe of 61 feet 4 * lnehea, its weight oewsinod with tue tonder, 

loaded* teing £&8,9G0 lbs. ix^atnation showed notains wrong 

with it , >?ith the oxoeytion of dasiafe sustained as a result 

of tho dorallmont* 



L A L E A O E L D E N T was O & U » E 4 by the overturning O F the 

eutsside mil of the eurve, - IUJ to the E G L E T E N E E of treak O O B -

dttiorif* m P E E R «vs to render trae&fe the ej**re.tiOB of T R A I N E 

*t the rate® of epeed allowed* »ltii th« txeeptiea of T H E 

gauge an4 alignment, every feature, I N C L U D I N G ourfe.ee* b a l & F I T , 

tlea and &11 tr»ek mtorlale, G O R E every evidence of a much 

negleeted and run dew property, the mimteaaaee of TR&OFC 

being given l ittle oeaiideratien with respect to the e & F E T Y 

O F the passenger and freight traffic acred over it* ffeat the 

had condition of T H E T R E E K en T H L E part of the read m» real* 

lied is eh OWN ey T H E faot that on T H E morning of the E E O L D E S * 

orders were leeued restricting the apeed of E L L train* to Sfi 

ailee an hour between J * O U L T E N and Milepeot £ 3 ? , a 4 1 stuaoe O F 

about e isilee. 

the esletenoo of track conditions of thi£» «fc emtio* 
O N O T H E R RE 

hat been T H E E « « e O F «any A E R I O U E aeeldente in the p^ai^ and 

in T H E R E P O R T S eovor iti£ the Inveetlgutien of theie ^eoideete 

A T T E N T I O N H A S been called to tne nee«*elty O F iMedietely 

eradicating yaah dangerous conditions, or else protecting 

the T M T E N E N T « F fcratmi by A D E Q U A T E opeed r e e L r L O T I O N S . Special 

speed rottriotiene were in F O R A E at the TL&e this aooidont ee> 

onrred* B U T the wreck condition? shown to e & I S T were obviously 

N O T E U E H ae to enable train® to B E M V V E D W I T H safety at T H A T 

S P E E D * Immediate IS tope should he taken to issfreve the exist­

ing T R E E K E O N D L T L O N C * I F O T H E R aeeideata O F a T I N I L E J R character 

ere to be prevented* 
K *&* * 
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