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On SA, 1*19* they* #ai* a reay**nd eellisioa 
befessea tm m&fommii freight trains o n th* fabaea 8ail*ayf near 
Harris* lad*t whioh resulted in tho death o f « aaployeao and tha 
injury of a oawXoyoeo* Aft<#r layestigAtism* th* Chief of tho D I T * 

ioion of aafoty ouhait* tne foUo*£a§ report* 
the Fourth Siatriat of th* Detroit hirtsien of th* Wa­

bash Saii^sy, upon Whioh this aooldeat ee*arred9 ia a *iagl**tr«©fe 
lias extending froa Montpelisr, Ohio* to Chisago, 111*, a dUUtsaoe 
of 1?5 ailoe* th* me*«enb of trains is governed by blme-tabio* 
train orders* sad a manual bloalr sign*! system* tr*ia orders being 
trntntftted by telegraph* 

¥h* point of the accident is Ideated About i-3/4 mils* 
taat o f station at lorri^* Beginning at th* station and pro* 
eroding eastward, the &rm& i* tangent far about l&OO feat* followed 
by a one ̂ ogres 40 alauto eurv© to left of 1*800 feet; th* 

trass is thon tangent for about 1*1/4 jails* to the poiat of nasi-
dent* Ap?roaohin̂  this point from tbe *aat there is a g»sd* of 

d*#o*adiag eastward for shout 4| mUsa* 
A bulietia order ante* aprll 1* l*l$* and with union 

the orewa faaiilAr, r*»&*iat*d the sp«ed of freight trains to 
m miXm nor hour crooK-sr nad Wostvlll** th* former being 
8*7 @ii#* *e#t of* aad tha latter *«g ail** east o f merrla* 

Westbound freight train So* 1st *8* at the time of the 



adoX&oab ooaaiatod of eagiae »J8Xt 0 loaded, I® <«pt f 0 M aad a 
eaheoee, haviog a boaaeg* ojr 944 teas* I t uea la charge af Con* 
Oaobor Nibble aaa Snglaeer fietober, aad lata aaatpelter, Ohio* at 

(,. p*a*t aaveabar Bbth* T a a t r a l a pe*e«a Weeteilio* taa loot 
bXeefe atatfaa eaat af tha peiat af aeeideat, at 81 so a#a*t aad.waeu 
at a polat about l-S/4 allee eeat of Werria, aad wfcilo ruaaias at 1 
apeed af about IS ailaa per hour* it aaa â aaajt by traia Sad 06* 

iteatbouad freight trala 8d Of at taa tlaa af taa aoel* 
a#at aaaaiated af ea§lae $r loaded oara aad a aafea&aa* 
having a boaua$e of ltim toaa« It aaa ia eaerge of Ceadaetor 
ttlroy aad $uglaee? Seald aad left tteatpelier at 8*X§ p*&* At 
Weatvuie taa traia roooivod a oaatloa eerd readiagi 

*®eaduetor aad esfiaoaua ffo* Sad f§ will praoeed eautieuel? from Weatnxie to Oreober espootiag to fiad Xat m ahead** 
^he traia p»saed ̂ oafviXlo at St03 a*a*v without atop* 

plas, aad ooXXidod with i«t 08 at about &si@ a«a* 
la 0 result of tha ooXXialoa tao ô booao aad taa roar 

oaru of Xat PS were demolished aad tao tao oara faUa*ala« woao 
derailed* fao ea&taa aad toador of Hd 05 aura derailed but re* 
salaod upright, aoaaaiag a V*ohapot tao loaeaative headed toward 
tbo uarthweat aad tho toador toaard tha eoaahaoet* $h» teak of 
tbo oagiao partialis toXoaoopod tho firat oar* The alao eara foi* 
lowing were derailed, fire of abiea aura pr&otieaHy destroyed* 
A% tbo tl&o of tho aooidont thore ««# a atreag alad blowlag fraa 
tbo southwest whioh hie* mate** aad atom doaa tho right aide of 
tbo traia* tho «o#th«r waa elou&y alba aeeaeloael oaaoarv* 

Eugiaa&aa r l e t o h o r of traia lot 09 et«bed that ao bio _ 
traia p«ea©d ŵ atviilo ho loosed bae& aad ee* tho light from tha 



merfeer and the leap* oa tha eabeese* at t a t t a t ef the bill 
before p#ftohl»s Morgis he shut aft steam and drifted past the at** 
tiam st JSorrlsj just a few asasats before taa aoaideat occurred 
the fireman opened the blow*off cook am tarn left adds af taa eagine 
aad the escaping steam $as blowing teak aSams the fight side af 
the traia* efefttm prevented him frea feeing the r e a r ef his traia* 
He is unable to sa# easther-or aat tha steam *aaidoh@«^rs the 
veer from the vise ef e traia fellosdagt a * statod that at tho 
time the accident oesurred hia traia ess vanning at a epoed of a* 
heat I S miles per hoar* Shortly after the ooeideatf •stile la sea* 
yera&t'loa with Jagiaee? Comld* af Sd t s * ftogiaeer Could said that 
ho * d l d aot see the r e o * of 1st 9@** he *|a«t get a flash of red 
light aad m& lata them*11 f?a also sta&ed th%t ehertly aftor tho 
aeoidoat tho fireman looked at hi® eaten and it tea then St 13 a«a* 

fireman Soehtol* of traia 1st §8* stated that train 1st 
9& did not stop at say point after loading tsettilie antil aftsr 
the aoeidont ooeurr&g, and that »t no time between those points 
was the speed loss than fifteen aUea per hear* St statod that 
he saw s groan light on tho r̂ ur of his train on it rounded the 
curre at Morris* Is est?Liases tho speed ef hia train to hare 
been shout IS miles per hour at the time of the aoeidont* 

hrê oman O'Connor* of train 1st gg* stated that he ens 
riding aa the engine pacing the stations at Weotellio sad Harris, 
end whom passing tho®s otacioao he am the green marker light on 
the resrf he s&aia mm tho maraer lights ehem oa thm-earTo last 
nest ef Morrio* is estimates tbs speed to have been betwosn 15 
and to miles par how* 
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Operator JEeeoliag at Woetrille oboted that whoa trala 
let 00 gooee* hie etatloa ha aotleed both aarfeere aad taa light 
aa *b© eapala ewo baruia$# to further otaied that ad $$ passed 
foist ©tatioa at a epeed of 10 or 1* atXaa per hear* aitaaat stop­
ping, aad that aa eelivered a eleoreaee oard aad a oaatieu ewfctv; , 
ta a aoaher af the ©ye*r aa oath the eaglae aad oabaeae. 

£aglaeaaa Gould, of trala 2d Ob, atated that at Megee, 
he mm given a oaatloa oard etatlag that trala lot PS m& la taa 
bloekj hia traia paeeed weetvillo ahoat 8*01 a*a* at ®hloh polat 

la order 
tho frpoed was reduced to ahoat 19 allea pey hour/to got a oautloa 
o^rd, oa aoeoaat of trala 1st OS being to tao block* Eo atated 
that when he reached tho west aad of tha yeseiag traok at »orriu 
ho loosed at hia o&boh aad It aaa thoa 9*lf a*a*v he realised that 
ho waa ruaaiag slightly footer thaa SO aileo par hours however, 
eo he waa aot aeiag atooa ho did mat d«aa it aloo to apply tha 
hm&ea aal#$e It wee aeoees&ry to do ao« fio aula: that appreeehiag 
tho polat of oooidoat ho m& eittlag oa tut eag|a@asa*e ##at* loon:* 
lag through a peep~hole la tao aiadoa» tut taut the mim wim alow* 
lag the oma&o aad stoaa down eo badly aa to obeoure hia yialoa 
part of the ttaie* ®^iaomaa Oould atated that the first ho eaw 

r 
of X«t m ms whoa hia headUabb ahoao aa tao aaar of 90* a oebeaaof 
aa aado aa atteapt to ops>ly tha hraicea, tat tao collision ©oeurred 
tefore he e&uld roaoh tho brake vulva* Buglaeaaa Oouid further 
»tat®«$ that both of the oab wiadowe oa hia aide of the eaglae wore 
opea, aleo, that while rouadUig tao eurve just weat of aarrla ho 
mw tbe firoaaa loofciftg ahead* So atated th»t ado eaglae waa o* 
quipped with aa oil headlight, but eoarooly at aay tlae by Ite aid 



etmia aa •## efee&d| h»j aid aot oee aay red aayfco** oa to* *#•* 
of lot fa aad dot* mat believa taa aas&«r* aero burnlag* 

Tlreaaa Beard abated that fftoatag tfeabftlla*. taa apeed 
af tea trala aa* yaaaeed to is or BO alio* par aoar sfcile taa aaaa 

aaagat the taatlaa eardj aa taa traia reaaaed tbo oarvu 
weeb of KOrrla bo oaw aotb switch light* aad after eoaias oata 
tao absalgaa treofe bo looJted ahead* bat urn aothlsfi af lab til) ha 
t&ea togoa t o tthatea Oeaa tbe fire* bathing waa oaks to hia by baa 
eagiaeaaa relative to lookiag oat for tot So* to* ytroaaa Beard 
alao abated bait tbe weather eoaditloao aero aot aaob aa vaald 
provest tao roar of lot 03 fyaa being oeoa* Ito atated tbat oa 
alb al^o of tao oat tbo freat alado# mm oloaed aad tao aido 
wiadew m.9 ail&htly opoa» 

Sre&e&aa Oaeeboer of Sad ta atatod tbat ap$>reaebin# iter-
rie be aaw both ewlbeh li§bb«, aad aa tbo traia beared tao waat 
saltan bo atoppod to tbo right aide o f tao engine aad otood bohlad 
tha oaglaeami after entering oa tbe t&age&b traofe he looked ahoad 
frea botwoea tbo engine aaa teaser, bat aaw nothing af lot 90* hew* 
ever* at tbat tiiee bis view K O O aot very goods aa aad aot leeked 
ahead for two or three Maatea prior to taa tlao af the ooUloloa* 

Conductor t&rey, of 2d P0f atatod that after catering 
tbo atraigbb traek m&% of Morria tao apead of tbo traia MM alightli 
iaeroaaed, aad ho ia of tbo oplaloa that at tao tlao af tho *ooi~ 
<Saat tha apeed of hia traia ^as attgatty over SO alio* per boar* 
Ooadaotor tflrey alao atated be aould have rodaood tao apood of 
the trala frost tho e&beoae by applying tao aiy bruitcŝ  bat ooa*» 
aidera it a bad practice ^bila desieeadlug a graao* 
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fl*4gB*a Hardt* «f t*eJa a* a t * ***t*d that af**r yaee* 
tog Herri* ta© speed of tea traia sagaa ta inor**s* aad shortly 
afterward tat eeadttoboy temmrktdt , *ae voulft mat* to hat* to 
gall tao *i* oa aim tat way ta* ttmta aad bees aetiag** 

*hta *a*ia*at ms esmoed hy th* failure of oagiaoaaa 
Gould ta yyo^erly eoatrol ta* sy*ed of traia it 99* i#b4I* ruaafaa; 
ia aa aeeuaied blosk* a* authorised ty * oaatloa card* 

& O a m *>f ?ei«graaa »l«*m ̂ *t*m Hal** read* ia parti 
^eepomsihiltty fay *oll|4ia» *lhb traia* ia * bio*** 

ehem oautlaa *as?d is git*% t i n r**s with traia r*e*lr-
im *ma meting nndor sash rootriotioa** 

Sader this rui* Isi$£m#ma& doald should am** maintains a diligent 
lookout for traia 1st th* aad if tb* **«ta*r or ntae* ooaditioa* 
were suob «s to ebseur* bis vision tb* *s*sd *f bis traia should 
bsvo bftoa redaood aooordingly* 

It will *l*a b* meted that th* ay**d sf freight traia* 
ia this tttritory is restricted to «s mil** per hour by a »js*olal 
bulletin *f leng *tandiag* aad with anion all mtmbera ef the ere* 
w*r* sdaittedly fomili&r* sad whioh* esomrdiag to tfeelr knowledge* 
they ^ere violating at th* time th* accident eaeurred* far thia 
violation geaduetor tfiroy aad Knglnmnn fiould are equally rs«yea*ibi» 

Th* iayo*ti#ttioa of this aooldeat diselaee* that la 
ms&ing the run from Seatoa to KorriSj a a£*t*m*e of 04 eiiea, traia 
m to m& given saatloa oard* at four, eat ef six bless stations* 
sad permitted to *at*r the bleak occupied by traia let $9* 

hols Ho* l f ef ̂ upylameat to Sal* far holograph Sleek 
iyetota* yesda as fellow** ' > 



4m «fk* ererince of tee block cyste* U to iaeare / ' 
aafeby by eyotoBtlaa trades froa $*ne*iat blocks taat 
ere aot oleer tad earoflateadeato e t U too toot tale 
eyiaetfie tm **t seriated fwm e*#e»* U ffeeeab '**» 
seesite delay*** 1 V1 > ; « f ,\ , 

Ibea o blook eystaa It o^»*©t*a In *a*b e aaaa** *# to **il te** 
accoa&Uob tbo jpnrpeo* for eaten it i» d**i*a*d i t i * * blook 

Att JMWft̂^ ̂ Bct*̂ pii 
ea^ylsaeat^l kale 9 to Telegraph Iteek kale is oa foi* 

*$mtam ***t ceo* to a fall at**- befer* yeoeiying ̂  
aaetloa card* or p«yeiftaiy* emrd*** w 

this lay*m*&tioa oeeeley* tbat «al* yala ia act fceiag obtorv«t( 

of which tao oporftslag *ffi*i«l* aboald hate beta cogniasnu 
kale* aad yegaiatiee* which ara aot iat*ad*4 to bo a-

bayed beta ao aloe* ia tao opor ting M e ef any tellfeed* aad a 
habitttsl ai***g*rd fey *nsh raise taaaot bat fail ** weakea tbe 
yeeyeot ef oa^leyeoa far ell rale* cad oeeataelly load to tool* 
doato aneh as tale* 
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