
April 13, 1915. 
In re Investigation ©f an accident which occurred on the Wabash Hailroad near Inv-260 Garber, Illinois, on Harch 5, 1915• 

On March 5» 1915, there was a head-end collision 
C between a freight train and a work train on the Wabash Bail-

road ne#r Garber, Ill«j which resulted in the death of ana 
employee and injury to eight employees* After an invest!-
gation of this accident the Chief ef the Division of Sefetr 
submits the following report* 

The Seventh District of the Wabash Bailroad, on 
which this accident occurred, extends froa Forrest, 111,, 
southward to Beaent, 111. From Forrest to &odg«* 47 miles, 
the- line la single track* and froa Lodge to Baraent, 13 G i l e s , 

it is double traok. the aoveaent of trains is controlled 
by tirae-tabla, train orders and a samtal telegraph block 
signs! system. 

On the night previous to the accident thero was a 
severe sleet and wind storsi, and the wires wore down between 
Gibson City and Strawn, a tfl.it suae of about 12 alias. On the 
doming of the accident, a train was started froa each end of 
the sub-division with linenen to asks repairs to the wires. 
The northbound repair train was running as So* 64, and was one 
of the trains that was involved in this accident. 

Horthbound t ra in Ho* 64* consisting of engine 2412 
and a caboose, in charge of Conductor Lillybeck and Enginefa&n 
Button, l e f t Decatur, 111., at 9.07 a.a* and arrived at Gibson 
City, 3.2 tails* south of Garbor, at 11*50 s»a* The operator 
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at Gibson City was unable to conmuiicate with the operator 
at Sibley* the next bloek station* $ allea north, and as he 
could" not reach the trala dispatcher he gave thia train a 

( release en the blocic signal} it departed at 11.55, St hours 
find 20 ainutea late* and was running at a speed of about 25 
allea per hour, when it collided with southbound extra 2427, 
at a point 3,000 feet south of Oarber station at about 12*05 p*a* 

Southbouad Extra consisted ef engine 2427, 
32 loaded and IS empty ears and a eaboosa and was in charge 
of Conductor Doren and Hnginaraan Hillen* At Forrest, their 
initial station, they were given train order So. 36, reading 
aa followsi 

8Engine 2 4 2 7 will run extra Forrest to Banent and taeet extra 2A4? north at Strawn." 
They were also given the following message! 

"Account aires down, couth Of Strewn, yon will have to g&t to B&aent without orders against superior trains, Hun very care­fully prepared to atop if any trains cooing north show up*" 
She train departed frets Forrest at 10* JO a .a., end arrived 
st Strawn, 7 alias south of Forrest, at U.15- The Operator 
at Straws was unable at that time to comnunicate with the 
operator at Sibley, the next block station, in regard to the 
condition of the block, and asiead the train dispatcher for 

/ instructions* The dispatcher instructed him to let Extra 2427 
go. This train departed from Strawn st 11*10 and arrived at 
Sibley at 11*36* Train So. 6 4 was due at Sibley et 19.15 a.m., 
but had not yet arrived* 



fthen Extra 2427 arrived at Sibley, the block signal 
was In the stop position. The head brckesa&n vent Into the 
telegraph office and was given s note signed by tha operator 
readingB 

"Have no wires—so far as I know the block la clear." 
So waa also given a clearance card stating "There are no 
orders for Extra 242?" and "Block is clear as far as Z know.» 
The train departed froa Sibley at 11.40 and was running at a 
speed of 10 or 12 alias per hoar when it collided with No. 64. 

the track is tangent for about a ails in sash 
direstion froa tha point of the accident, there is a descend­
ing grade of about .4$ for southbound trains. On the morning 
of the accident a dense fog prevailed along tha entira district. 

Both engines and four ears wars badly daas&ed. and 
the englneaan of Extra 2427 was killed in the collision. 

Conductor killybeck stated that when his train loft 
Decatur on the morning of the accident he was given a clearance 
card authorising his train to run as Bo. 64, over the ninth 
district to Beaient. Upon arrive 1 at Benent he found that the 
wires were down and he was unable to get order* to run extra 
over the seventh district* So then essoined the train register 
and finding that tho schedule of train Ho* 64 had not been 
represented on the seventh district, he assumed that schedule 
in order to move froia Bement to Forrest. Re stated that at 
the time of the accident his train was running about 25 sit lea 
per hour* The first intimation of the impending accident 
which ha received was when the englneaan shut off steamj this 
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waa followed by a lurch and a crash* 
Sngineaan Button of train 64 stated that bet we on 

Gibson City and Barber he could, not see nore then 10 or 12 
oar lengths ahead on account of the dense fog. When he first 
saw Extra 2427* he shouted to his flreaaa end then applied 
the brakes and tried to reverse his engine but was unable to 
do so on account of the latch being a tuck* He estimates tha 
speed of hie train to have been between 25 and 30 a lies per 
hour at the time of the accident* 

train left Forrest, on account of &1 the wires being down, he 
asked for permission to put signals on train Ho. 15 and run as 
the second section of that train, but he was not allowed to do 
so. Be was told by the dispatah&r that there W A S a wire repair 
train oorslng north but that he did not know whether Kb* 64 
would run Or not. The dispatcher also told hia to run ears* 
fully and prepare to stop if they met anybody. Be stated that 
after leaving Forrest he was busy in tha caboose naklni out his 
reports and did not go to the hoed end and did not know what 
instructions or iafaraation his sngineaah received froa the 
operator at Blbley* Tha first Intimation he had of the acci­
dent was the sudden stopping of tha train whioh He thought was 

f caused by a burst©d nlr hose. Ho further stated that he eon* 
sidered the taees&ga which was given him by the dispatcher at 
Forrest, as authority to proceed against schedule trains under 

Conduotor Doren of Extra 2427 stated that before his 
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Fireaan Burrows of Extra 3A27 stated that when his 
train stopped at Sibley, the head brakeiaan went into the 
telegraph office and cane out with a aeaaage that the wires 
were down and that the block was clear aa far as the operator 
knew. At the tiise of the accident his train was running 
about g or 9 alias per hour} it was very foggy and he could 
see but 19 or 15 car lengths ahead of the engine* 

Conductor Doren of Extra 2427 stated that before 
they left Forrest his engineman Bade the remark that the dis­
patcher did not want them to put a flagman on train Ho. 15, on 
account of the delay it would cause to the wire repair train. 

Dispatcher MeGrsth, stationed at Forrest, stated that 
on the tsorning of the accident he had a wire In working order 
as far &a Strawn* When Extra 2427 reported for orders at 
Forrest he informed Conductor Doren that the wires were down 
and he could not give them any help against superior trains, 
and told him to proceed cautiously. He also told Conductor 
Doren that there was a wire repair tr&in coaling north, but he 
had no idea where they were* Be ssld that the message which 
he gave Extrw 2427 was intended sterely as an explanation &s to 
why help could not be given them against opposing trains* He 
did not expeet then to proceed without protection* 

Operator Soehler at Sibley* stated that when Extra 
2427 arrived at his station a brofeenan eaae into the telegraph 
office and a steed what orders he had for them* He told the 
brakecaan that he did not have any wires, and did not know 
what trains were cosing, the brakesan replied that his train 



had a aescage to look out for everything. Be then gave the 
braksaan e note stating that he had so vires end as far as he 
knew the block was clear. He stated that he did not try to 
reach Gibson City on the public telephone to ascertain if the 
block vas clear. Be stated he gave extra 2427 a clearance 
because they said they were looking out for everything end he 
thought as long as they had eoae as far as Sibley, they ought 
to know what they were doing* 

this accident vas caused by Extra 2427 occupying the 
stain traok on the tiae of superior train So* 64» without orders 
or protection, for which Dispatcher McGruth, Conductor Doren, 
and Engiaeaau Billon are responsible* 

General Rule 36 reads as follows* 
"An inferior train aust keep out of the 
way of a superior train** 

Under this rule Extra 2427 having no orders against So* 64, 
should not have left Forrest. Ho. 64 was due to leave Strewn, 
the first station south of Forrest, at 10*35 a*a.* five minutes 
after Extra 2427 departed froa Forrest* and when Extra 2427 
departed froa Sibley at 11.4^ a*s., So* 70, another northbound 
second class train was also due to arrive at that point* 
At tha tiae of the accident Extra 2427 was running against both 
of these trains, in a heavy fog, without orders against thea 
end without any protection. 

Conductor Daren thought that the message which was 
given hia st Forrest authorised hia to proceed against superior 
trains without the protection of a flagman, the last sentence -



of too eesssge roadsi 
•Run Tory carefully prepered to stop if 
say trains oozing north show up." 

this would appear to indicate that tho dispatcher himself 
did not expect tha extra to send a f lagoon ahead. The foot 
that they were permitted to leave Forrest on the ties of 
opposing superior train So* 64 without orders against then* 
when orders could hare been given, served to strengthen 
their belief* 

Train Dispatcher JteOrath is at fault in starting 
extra 2427 out of Forrest at the tine he did, having full 
knowledge of the conditions obtaining along the line, and 
this is especially true in view of the faot that by holding 
then at Forrest for on hour and a half he could have run 
them as a section of 1st olaas train passenger train So* 15* 
fie permitted Extra 2427 to leave Forrest, Its Initial station, 
on the time of train So* 64 on the verbal statement of the 
operator at Forrest, that sll northbound trains were being 
held at Strewn* A wire was working as far as Strawn, and 
there is no reason why he could not have given extra 2427 a 
train order against So* 64 as far as Strawn, or possibly as 
far as Sibley* The aessage he gave Extra 24427 was easily 
susceptible of the interpretation placed upon it by the train 
crew, and the fact that he instructed the operator at Strawn 
to let Extra 2427 go when he was unable to eesaunicate with 
the operator at Sibley, all indicate a lack of a proper 
realisation of the responsibility whioh rests upon a train 



§$1 ' dispatcher for tho oaf• operation of train** a higher degree 
y|E of dare ii naturally to be expected of an official, and when 

# | dereliction* 

he falls to obey rules and safety requirements* subordinate 
1 1 i 

eaploysee will, as in this ease, refloat the offset of his 

After the aeeldent a public telephone located In 
the station st Sibley was used to ooaaunieate with the operator 
at Gibson City. Bed this telephone been used the presence 
of train Bo, 64 in the block would undoubtedly have bean dis­
covered and the aooidant could neve been prevented* Operator 
Koehler at Sibley used poor Judgment In allowing Extra 2427 
to proceed until he had exhausted every seen* within his power 
to eoaaunioate with the operator at Gibson City to ascertain 
the condition of the block. 

All of the employees involved in this aoeldent 
were experioneed aen and at the tiae of the accident, the 
crew of Extra 2427 bad been on duty two hours end the crew 
of So* 64 had been en duty three hours* 
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