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!agre fnysatigation of aceoident on the Wabash Ruilroad
n=ar Datralt, Yiohigen, on Jaouary 2, 1913,

On Jamsary 2, 1013, thove was a derailsend of a froight
train on the Wabash Hailro 4, near Detroit, Mlahe, pvoulting
in the death of the ancineor, tho Pirveman and the houd bHrakonnn,
Afyer an lovestigation of mzls accldent axd of the slraunsbanovs
in ounnsetion shers+ith, the Chlsl Inspector of Bafety Aspliances
roports ag followst

The derailed train, consisting of 4l leaded sars ani &
cabogna haulﬁﬁ by engine Ho. 2048, In eﬁurgﬂ of Gonduetor Trasoy
Al Eﬁg!nser lakapon, lafs §nladﬂ, Ohio, & 9 40 Rme, onabe
bound, ror Pelray Yari, Detroit, Mich., and at the time of the
dorallmomt, which coou ved at V17 Pents, was rumning at & svecd
of 18 tu 25 milos per houre. It Rad then srrived wiskin 5% miles
af $%g destinevion.

Tha engine snd tonier snd the first B gars bebind the tonder
wars derailed, the five oars n-xt 1D order remsining on the rails,
while the 7 followdng cars, the lath to the £0th, inolusive, left
the tricke The ensine and tender turned over on thelr oides in a
ditok runping peralliel with the main line, and both were ounside
orably dofhageds 0 she 10 ours derniled, 7 were demollished and
tha pemaluiag 8 wore bally danagede

That portion of the Wabe 'h Ruilyoad on which this socident
cogurred 48 a deuble tronk ins. The track 12 pyractiozlly level
and abtright for sevoral miles leasding to the delint where the
dorallment coourred, It is lald wish 80-sound rallsz, 33 feot
long, witk )7 or 18 oak tiez L0 the mmil, anl 1g rock ballasted.
The ralls ars Jolined with 4~boldt mil gplioes snd aye spiked under
the staggersd rotbods HNo blook elgnuls are usel, agd the ¢ arxe
ne diatant elspals o protoct She swilohes snd oyosaovers ab the
s04nt of the der:ilment.

An exwminaticn of Lho track ofter the aosidant s owed thav Lhe
throw il of & t3:114ng orveover swltel wes broken gouoraly off
17 feat 9 1nelox wo. bt of tho awistch nolnb. From narks on the tias
it 19 cvident that the enzine left the ralls about 4 inohes ongd
of the voint of Lragture. The engine ran 160 foad Hefore turning
cvers DBoth maln traek riils o o turned enbimrd.

The Yhreak in the rall was noo and theve was 90 indleation of
& flaws ZThe inside corner of the toy of the rail, howover, was
onapeed-ag 1f 1% had bosn ebruqsk hy thn flange of B0l

Bapt-bound passengor traln No. 4 passed over track at
§08 pame, abOUS one hour and § nlve mimtes pravious %o the deraile
monmt, b .8 no evidencs of anything wrong with thig svited soink was
nobiged Ly She anvlayoen on that ftrain,
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The switch rall wn: latd in Mareh, 1911, ZThe roadbed and
tian wm-a at the time of the agolident in acod vondition and the

traek win well malnticined,

An szamination of the trdek end driving wheeole on the
locomptive ghowed thot thoy were i good condition, and there was
nothing %o in3lcate that ony partd of the englne hed drxcpred dowmm
and gavzed the dsrailment.

This ascldent was ovidently ecused by a broken throw rail
ont @ tralling podnt awitch. What coused the rell to Lreak, and
whather {6 was broken by the engine of the dernilisd train, or
by traln Wos 4, which way the lagt train that raszed ovor the
brack ﬁmviwﬁ to the deralilvens, was ot devermined.,

None of the en loyees was ab the time of the accldent on
duty 1n violation of the Hourg of Service Aot.
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