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IH R? IN? 73TXCATI0S Of AN ACCIHIHT OK TUP WABASH 
KAIL" AY AT 3HITT0K, tflCh., OK AUGUST 10. 1917. 

September ?o f 1 9 1 7 . 

On 30, 1 9 1 7 , ther© st d©r©iio©at of a freight 
twin ©a T H © *eb»*©H Hallway at Brit ton, Kloh*, v* loh result*©" 
la th© death of two employees* After inv«*ati ration th© Chief 
Of th* £>ivi«ion of FIAFATY reports a© follow*I 

Thit P©rt of t H ©
 VREbosh K*ilvny upon *hloh thi© ©ccidont 

ocourr©d I© «> dnuol* T reoJc line froa Detroit to vritton, a 
dlet*no*« of 4 6 . 7 Mle«{ fror, Jritton to franklin, ft dietano© 
of 3$ miles, I T 1© single Treck. Th* traoke of the Nw York 
C*atr©i iieilroftd iat "re©at th© tUoaab two ok© *t Written, et 
whlftfe vl*^© the-ro I © n ayeahanioel interlocking plant vttb 
vh -rton type derails, thi » PL©nt f;ov"»rain«/ T r tin a v *aente 
oyer thin ©ro©©in,' *md the ^ove&ant of -.">••»>• on tmine to mad 
from ©Ingle and doubla traak* * H » ev.IToh 1-adinc: from sinfl© 
to double t r»S©K i& ioo-it^d 7*5 f«©t e^nt of the York 
Central Cro&©iaj»,t T H © ©aetbouad rout** froa alnrl© to douhl© 
treok bainf* through turnout or oro»sovor, aa th* vest bound 
rout© fror doubl© to *ln*-:l<' trss* !•>• straight* whiah psimlts 
yt^Btfoonnl frolfht t mine to past through the ' nt-riookin^ 
pleat at a ep*©d of 25 allee en hour. *roa D E T R O I T to Mllea, 
© dl©t«no© of 37 » T L « 5 , trains ar© op«m%t©d under m avtoeiatle 
block ©L^nel syet«?a, and In th© territory who?-© T H © sccideat 
ooourred they -re ©?*«?»*» ted train ortlera t n nstsitted by 
telegraph* * H © T aok 1 * lela witb expound ©To©l r*ile, 33 
feet in length, with 1# or 1 9 *©k tlee un<i©r ©©eh RAIL and on 
©ton© *©ll*et, all in fair condition. At the j-oi-.t of ©coi-
cisat the- traok Is level ©ad atralpbt for »©v«rrii alios la 
©"-oh direction* 

roetboun4 freight t r in, E«oond No. 9 1 , ©oneleted of 
loooaotive P049t 37 loaded e«rs m& © o hooe©, In ©hnrge of 
Conductor Pattss end laftlnsnftit fnrieof®, and \- ©a ©a rout© 
fror-; Detroit, Mich., to Soatpelior, Ohio. It l*ft Oakwood 
y^rdo, Detroit, «»t 1 H 3 ?• su, P®s?«fd Cone, tb© l**t TELARRNPH 
office befor« r<V chin;* th* point OF accident md 4.5 mil*® 
distant ther^'fros, at ? . 4 7 p. « . , ©n1 *«» Aernilod et « point 
©bout 560 f*et ©«©T of TH© strtinn fit 3ritton, or EBOAT 310 
feet •© t of th© HEW York Central crossing, at ?if>6 P . a#, 
whil'v running et « spo^d of ? 5 or 30 talL**a an hour. 

The flr©a©n end ho«d h»k«mi>n w*r* Kiilod. Th© looojaotive 
W«s derailed ©T th© derail on THE «rontboun«) treck end tm&% of 
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from th® north rail aa* shout 190 feet west of the derail, 
Ta'i first fife c<rs rt?re derailed, piled up on top of aad to 
the leTt of the loo*-motive, and were totally destroyed; the 
next four c *rs w*re derail d but stood upright on th** roadbed, 
aad **itb the loooaaotiv® wore considerably d*«s«sr d, while tbe 
front trucks of the tenth o ••• r ":er>* derailed, 

Th© truck w torn up for five mil lengths on tbe north 
ei'fe of the track, beginning et a point one rati length west 
of the riser rail, and for six mil lengths on the south side 
of tbe track, "Mginaing at the west end of the derail* The 
first wheal marks on the ties war® located shout Aeven feet 
west of point of demllnent* The weather was clear* 

tb© derail at th® point where the locomotive was derailed 
is loc ted on th© inside of th* loft hand or south m i l , and 
consists of two pieces of T ra i l , each 10 feet la length, aad 
planed to a point at the east ead, while the riser rail, loc st*»d 
on the north side of tb© north mi l , is also mede up of two 
10-foot pieces of T rail* The derail is connect©d by two t i e 
rode, one near Its point and the other about five feet west of 
i ts point, the throw rod being attached to it at the eeet end of 
tbe riser rail* Aft• r the accident tbe e&Btera section of 
this derail showed flange marks extending as fer aa tbe west 
end of the first seetlen of the derail as though severs! 
wheels h*̂d recently come in oont ct with it and -as bent la 
the middle ssbeut 1-1/2 inches to tb® lef t , while the western 
seetion of the derail w«a torn ô t by th© derailment. Th« angle 
bars enneotlng the two sections of the demfi and the plate 
support!ar the n'ddle ends of the rails constituting tbe 
derail wore broken hut wore replaced after the accident, tbe 
same mils being in used* The riser mil on thenorth 
rail wa® not dft«â *d bv the derailment. The ti© rod farthest 
fro?-, the derail pof!it was found to be broken and the tie rod 
neerest the point of derail was fractured but i t v«a not a 
complete break, 

%glneman Knricofe stated that hie trein was spproochiag 
Britton at e speed of about ?5 miles an hour, end when within 
about s mile of tbat piece be saw the signal go to the cie.s -
position and called the attention of the firewwa end bnkeman 
to i t , B*» et*t d thet he had a ele-«r vie* of the sif^ial and 
felt sure he n a g WBS* no mistake as to its position, «ad after 
the accident ne saw th* home signal irĵ he clear position, 
"̂hea within three or four car !«agfeh$ of the derail east of 

the Interlocking tower he looked down at the rail, sew that 
the derail was uu against the rol l aad set agelnet his tmin. 
He shut off steam, applied tbe brakes, and the derailment 
occurred almost lamed 1 at <-ly thereafter, stated that when 



the looonotlvu ansa d o v t tho derail h" felt a jar fs though 
the pony trucks bud struck aere'*thinf, and about aa hour after 
the aooidaat b# evaminod th® traok aad found a broken rod aad 
elmp *4iich h d been *tf ached to th^ derail, *>nd a email holt 
or pin bout ? ioobaa long with the ©otter key aisaing. Be 
aaid that h« examined th© looozotlvp before leaving Detroit 
*nd *r*1n at tbe 1 -rt sto b*for r*eehlng the pe ?m of acci­
dent, $M found i t la good condition, end wne oarto* nothing 
drop ed f r r. i t snd emic-d the accident* 

€ nductor IV tea stated th<*>t approaching Brit ton he had 
?, olf .r viow ind new both th* signal end order board in the 
cle 'r position* About a half hour after the a oldeat he 
e/a*slnt:d the track and found the derail properly set for hie 
trein to proceed nnd the tie rod connecting It wee broken I 
he then * trained th** i<-ve<-6 in the int rlocking to^w and 
they ar>p«; ^ed to be in proper position for bis trela to pro* 
c*ed. He «̂vid th t i t w*e not ;o-^fi jle to ohaaf * the ,position 
of three levers or the eigne1 eff-r the accident beosue** aeae-
of the cere of his tmin re re on th- detector b' ra» It we 
his opinion tb wb« the tr^in r«cb«d the derail, th' derail 
was set e<--«tnct Ms trein, tb-t the wheels of tho locomotive 
struck It, broke the connecting Net and opened i t , and he 
discovered flange aarfea on the derail v&loh eonf ira** hii- in 
this belief* 

BralcejBea Cable at-ted th*»t npproaohing Britten be saw 
tbe home signal in tbe cle r yosltloa* 

Tnvtir«en Jrown stetod th-1 he went oa duty in tb» inter­
locking tow'- r Brit ton a 2 • m«, at which tia.e tbe tr-»ck 
was lined up for east bound t reins, but before the accident he 
lined it up for wast bound trein Mo* 91* He said tint in ad­
dition te a signal malntalner who >7«ve part of bis tl»e to 
this plant, a wan looked after it two d^ys a week, claeaing 
the leaps, oiling its parts, and making adjustments of the 
a#ohftaie» when r* ue*ted to do so, end about two veeke prior 
tr the aooident this man bad spent some tl-.a adjusting tbe 
ve t noun* signal. The plant w«\e in fnir condition except 
tbet eeras of the lovers w*re a l i t t le xore difficult to raeve 
th'..n others, but he had not hed any trouble with aay p^rtlouler 
signal or der* 11, II** rt'tea th t «ft r the ".eoldent be 
eiassiaed the dereil end signal and found tbe b th in proper 
position for w^etboun* trains, H» said It weui 1 b« impossible 
to piece the signal In the ol*<*r poeitlon for trMn So, 01 
«nd then eat the derail 2 gainst i t , en<" % H S certain that tbe 
tr*'.ke %"-t€i properly lined up f-r tbat t r«ln and did not be­
lieve that the derailment w*»s caused by tbetr»io running off 
the derail, for had the tra'n etruek the derail he would feeve 
noticed m unusual vi bretl^n on the lev-^s coat roll' ag the 
detailer» 



Signal afalntninar Orr stated thet fee Inspected the Inter­
locking plant at 'iritton on *uguat 21, 1917, end inspected It 
•\.rain >-"ter th* accident end found a colt look on the pipe line 
outside the trucks disconnected. He aeid thi s holt look wee 
need ae en -dded protects oa to prevent the else ring of the 
signal without el so properly eetttag th'* derail, but even 
with the loae of this bolt look it wo Id her* be*n lapossible 
to g iT* the trein a cle r eigneI and set tho derail against 
it unl"* as sosje of the other connections wre broken. In his 
opinion the lnt'-rlooklog plant bad nothing to do with the 
noeldest, 

Sootloa foreman Cooay st* «d th*t he nrrlv^d on th© scene 
Of accident about 3150 p, a,, xoa.de an Inspection of the treek, 
nd found the derail ©pen, but did ot find any indication that 
train So, 91 had struok it* 

'This accident wee ©smesd by trein fto, 91 running off 
the derail -it the interlocking plant, $mt whet caused it 
could not be ascertained. 

After the accident loooaotive 2049 *ie inspected and 
no defects w*r« found thnt could here oau»*d tbe derailment, 
,|fhe track et ; oint of eccident wee also examined «nd tbe derail 
oa the westbound treok m»t of the interlocking tow r and the 
north rail of th* track were flaaga aierked, indientlng that 
several wheels bad recently p".»««d o r r then, 411 the evldenoe 
is positive thet tbe sigmi wee In the cleer position when tmin 
Ho, 91 ar proeched Brit ton, mn tbe lot erloeklnf plant waa carefully 
Inspected nd tested % f̂ v d'-ys aft<*r the accident ead no con* 
dltlon was foun t h t wou•. 1 permit the cle- ring of the ho»e slgnel 
without «lao prop** - ly sett Sag tbe derail. 
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