e, 177,

In Re Investigntlon of Acuident om the Virglrisn Rallvay
nopr Reaver, Va,, on Hovember 29, 101G,

Daoembeyr 17, 1913.

O Rovenbar 29, 1913, there waz ¢ hesdeeund colllelon on the
Vizsglnian Bediluay near Eaeover, Vi., which resulted iv the death
of 4 swployees end the injury of 8 amployaes.

Aftar lnvestlpatlon of thils secident the Chief Inspeoior
of Infety Appllisances peaorts a3 followsi

Yostibound traln Ho. O3, ea roule from Vietorls, Va., to
Hosnohe, Ve., conslated of 14 cars end a osbdoge, heuled by
loconmotlive Ho, 488, and wae in charge of Condugtor Cox snd
Inglnsaan Weod. This troin left Viatoris &% PI100 2, He; &=
rivad a$ Fhenlz, Va., at 9149 a, n,, 8% shich point the orow
in charge recelvad & cony of traein order Ho. 42 readiapy as
rollows?

PO, o, ng. 486, take siding end mesy
extre 460, 0. %. 60, 2t EKsovep."

Thie traln lef't Phenly at 101006 r. B., 127t Brooknesl, Va., =n%
11140 &, ®., 04 A% 113158 8. ®., ¢ollided wiih sxtra 498 2% &
woint ebout 1,810 fees east of Keever uwhille running &t & epesd
of about 10 milea per houyr,

tastbound extra 468, Oontingent Johwdule &0, conmlated of
71 loaded gteel hopper and gondola exrs, 10 mlzeellaneosua
lasded asra snd s asbooepe, hsuled by loeowmetive Bo. 408, end
wag in charge of Conductor Cooper and Englinesmsn Linkoua., Thils
traln left Nognoke st ilH a. WM., and &t L0120 &, m., maszed
Altavigia, Va,, vhere the erew in ceharge reostlived a ouny of
traln order Ho, 48 directing them Lo seet traln No.o 83 at Kesver.
This trein left Zeneas, Va., at 1120 a,. m,., 2nd procaeded
tovard Keever, €.2 niles dlstant, vhisre 1t was to neet traln
No, 23, Extra 2080 414 not atop at Kseweyr but peastd there at
2 zragd of sboubt 20 mileg por hour and oolllded with train fo,
wo np above siatzd,

¥ath locomotives were gulte hedly damsged whille the flest
thrae gteel cars ou extrs 408, the fivst alx sars on traln Ho,
Wy 504 both tesders woere Jdsesiroysd. A% the time of the acele
dent this gondustor end heed bralsmen of exirs 468 wsre plding
1n the cab of the lossmaiive, the sondagtor hsving hoarded the
locomotive at Seneos, and they, together with the englrnesan and
firemen of that train, were inetently killsd by belng crushed
and zenlded botween the tender sad englne, The weafiher at the
tine of the accldent wea clear, whils the alr iwakes on buth
treing were in geod gcoinditlon and worklng properly. -
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the divielon upon which this wooidsnt goctrred iz & single -

" fraok Yine end po binok eignale sre in une, %Sreing bei

ratod by the train grder syntes, Tpelnz punning in ihe sond
diregtion are spaced 10 minutes apest at opén teiagrmyh offfle2a,
The track et the polnt of asocident iz oa & Surve of £ degress
at the point vhere the survature s $he preatest, The graly
way olightly desocending for eastbound tealng, Train Mo, &2 had
Juat pessed throngh a deep rock cut snd whps spprosching the
gupva from the ¢ast vhen the enginemsn saw extya 408 sboul 600
faet dlesent, On scoount ¢f the curve and the eat theough
whlch his treln hed Just psseed he was wneble to ges extre 408
before thlg $ine. Ha &t once spplied the aly bralkes in exer-
gonoy snd gwspeé an 433 the Ciremsn and healemee, Fros the
papition of th ﬁaﬂisg af the wmen on logomotive Ko, 468 it
vould appoar thal they had ne knowladge of the appwozehiag
tireln antll the éollicion gocurped, ng thay were found in the
position in ehilch they would nsturslly be plding.

Rasx Brokeman Linkenhoker of exirs 408 stoted thal ss his
tralaopassed Altaviste he and Conduclar Uon werd atunding on
$hie rosy of the caboose of that tralsn and roaeived arder No.
43 requiring his trsin to neet treln Fo,. 33 gk Heever, e
harded L1t to Conduotor Coopor who resd i snd handed Lt bagk €0
him to read, whieh he 444 sloud, and then handed 1t back %o the
gonduetor,. After remding the order Ponduotor Coopeyr sald *No.
33 will take aiding and meot uz at Keewer.® When gxira 488
spproached Kegvar Zrakemsa Linkesnhoker states he wag on the
rear ond of the eaboose of that %traln looking for Srain Ho. 30,
and vhen he gavw thot trsin No, 38 wsa not of the pesslng track
he applied the aly benkeg by apenlng thes angle enck. ot
lumedistely the ocollision cucurred, He seld thaf the speed of
hls train at the time of the eollislon was abmt 20 slles per
houpr gnd thet the logowotive wag worhing stesm. He alos stated
that he fully understouod order Fo. 42 reguiring Bla traln to
meet traln Ho. 33 at Xseveyr, end tie only reaszon he oould azslg:
for the angineman failling to obey 1% wapg thet he overlooRked 1%,

After the aceldsnt cories of treln ordar Mo, 48 were found
onn the bodles of both Sngineman Liakous and Condugtor Coopar,

Conduoter Cox of train ¥o. 32 stated that his traln was
runaing et & apeed of shout 57 milee por hour when he foly the
brokes Delng applled in enmergency, which reduced tha speesd of
the troin to about 1D miles ner hour, Afier rusning sbout 352
Teet the golllzlon ceourvad, the foras of the golilelen pushing
hig trals back about § esr lengths., Upon exam&nigf iocomotive
Ho. 498 affor the goaident ho found ths throttle glised and the
brake velve in the smerpency wosltion,

Conduntor Coopar was smplogyed as & brakomsn on Letoher 27,
1908, snd wag promoiad to conductor on Februery 204 1913, Hls
recopd wae good, Engineman Linkous bad basn employed ks such
by the ?iyglnian Ralluwry alnoe Qetober B, 1810, previous to¢ which
bs had beean smployed es flreaman snd englaemen on the Korfolk &
Wegtern Rellwsy. His record was zood. Helther of these anpldyess
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Bad been on duty in violatlon of any of the provialong of the
houps of service lew, uhich was alzd the me with the othep
es@alggesa 1 volved, sllsf whwm wore experissded men wlih goed
PEoOMEE.

This macident wos counsd by the gpew of extra 466 fall
to obey trala erder Mo, 42, requir thom to mest tpain o,
at deever, What saused the four sgg *iding on lonomntive
Ho, 408 to sverlopk traln oxder No, 48 sould not be adterialned
ae all of them wers killed, and any resassn for the srror vhieh
may bo asalgned would be oaly & astter of vonjfecture,




