
In ft® Investigation of Accident an the Virginian Hailiaay 
near Soever, v&. „ an November 2&, 1915« 

peoember 17, 131». 
On 8ovao&ar 29, 1913, there waa a headland collision an the 

Virginian Iteil̂ ay near leaver, Va*t uhlan resulted ia tha death 
of 4 employ$#« end the injury of S s«f>ieyees* 

After investigation of this aaaiiaafi the Chief Inspector 
of .Safety Appliances reports a a feilove l 

Westbound tr*ln Ho* £3* en routa fros Tictoria* t@.*t to Hoenohe, ¥a., coneiated of l-i cars ana* a eabecao, hi?ul@4 by 
loconotlve So, an4 vac in Charge of Conductor Gcac 
Sngln^nan ¥e«u this train left Victoria at ?f00 a* m», ar­
rived «t Fhsnlx, at 0s4# a. at ahieh point the e w 
in olmr^e receive a copy of train order Ko* 42 reading a* 
fallows t 

•So, S3* fSng. 4,GQ, ta&e si$ia$ and §»ect 
extra C* S* 60, at Keevar.* 

Tills train left Fhenist at 10*06 a* n.f left Bireoknealp ta», at 11*40 a, » #, end at lli&S e. at., collided vita extra 4€8 at a :3olnt about 1*815 feet e^t of JCeever while running a t a f̂ need 
of about 10 ©lies per hour, 

sa^tbound extra &£8, Contingent Schedule So^ consiata^ of 
70 loaded $t*s@l hopper and. gea&ela car®, 10 nlaeell&neoua 
loaded o&ra «nd & caboose, hauled, by loeonetive Ko. 488, sn4 
v&s in cJiar&a of Conductor Cooper as£ Snginawi Linkouo. This 
train l©ft ltoe>noke at 7tl§ a* n»» and »t 10*33 a. «u, passed 
AltaVistar Va. # where the cret&f in charge received a entry of 
train ord^r uo» 4£ directing them to *se©t train Ho. at Xeever, 
Thi* trsin left Seneca, Va*» at 11*30 a* and proeee4a& 
tou&rd Xeavor, ©lies distant, *here it %t»8 to meat train 
No, S3, sxtra €0a did not stop at fcaever but jessed there at 
e #reed of about so mil©a per hour and collided **ith train So, 
33 a» &bove s tated. 

Sotii Xooofsotlvea were quite badly dasia$ed while the first 
threo atael c&rit on sxtra 463, the first six cars on train So* 
r,0, end both tenders vere destroyed. At the %%m of fee acci~ 
dsnt the conductor and hsas brakenan of extra «6S were riding 
l*i the cab of tha loajnutlvs, the conductor baring boarded the 
loeonotive at Seneoa, ono they, together with tha/an̂ inefijan end 
f i re mem of that train, ware instantly Hilled by bk&ngi crushed 
ana eonldod between the tender «n4 engine. The «vat»er at tha 
tlm of the accident was el®ar, ufclla tha air br&kea on bath 
trains in good condition and wording properly. — 



'5 the division upon which thi* ecoident oooorre<$ ** ft siasio * 
troufc liae eM so blodt signals ore in use, trains fcolag 
operated by tho train order system f̂ oinc running %m met mm 
direction ere opeeod 10 aitrntee opart at open telegraph office** 
She track at the jtoint of accident is oa a curve of 0 decrees 
at the point *feere the curvature is the greatest, grade 
was slightly descending for eaatbound trains* Train So* S3 had 
Just passed through ft deep rock cut end wa,e *$&ra«uliin& tho 
carve froa the cast when tho cnginesc** sow extra, 48® shout #60 
feet distent* On sooouat of the curve «nd the out through 
which hie train had just passed he was ttu&hls to see extra *&® 
before this tine*, fie at once applied tho »lr bs>sh«s in ea»r~ 
genoy snd lusped, so did the fIreisMi cud fevs&vsMft* Fr©& tfce 
position of the bodies of the isou on locomotive Be*. 4®S It 
would appear thai they had no knowledge of tho •jg^emohl&g 
train until tho collision occurred, m they were found in tho 
position in which they would naSurtlly- be #idi&$* 

He&r Srokegmn kla&cnhoker of e&tr& 4M stated that us his 
trml^ssod AltaVista he and Conductor Cooner vert sfcsa8din& on 
she i*oar of tho caboose of that train cud he received order 
41 retiring his troln to swot tr&ln no.. 93 '*£ Keever* Ho 
handed it to Conductor Cooper who read it end handed it back to 
him to rcodf ishich ho did aloud * end then h&o&od It back to the conductor* After reading th* order ̂ eMnctor UoeSttr said "So. 
33 will take siding and meet us at Kesvcr* * *htu extra 
apgrocehed Keever Br&fee&sn Uukotihofc** states he urn* os tho 
rear cud of the caboose of that train looking for train So. 38, 
and ̂ sen he sow th&t train %»» S3 wns not on the passing fcrmok 
he applied the air brakes by opening the engis cock* Alraoitt 
imediateiy the collision occurred* Re ssld that tho speed of 
his treln at the tiiac of the collision **« ab^at 20 miles per 
hour and that th$ loeossotiv® working ste$»* So d e c stated 
tb&t ho fully understood order Ho* 4£ rco&iriitg his train to 
sect train Ho, £3 at Soever, end th® only reason ho could aasiff* 
for the eâ inessac failing to oh®y l§ wot that he evwrloe&ed it* 

After the accident copies of train order ̂ o* 40 wore found 
oa the bodies of both Skgineia&tf Linfeous and Conductor Ooopcr* 

Conductor of train So* 33 stated tbftt his trula ma 
running ut A cpoed of about 23 .ailos per hour t*hen he felt the 
brakes being called in m&r^m&y, which reduced the speed of 
the train to about 10 milm per hour* At tor running about W 
foot tho collision occurred, the force of the collision pushing 
hia train back shout 6 csr lengths* Bfceit egoaiulag loeoaotlvo 
So* 4dS after the accident ho found the throttle closed ami tho 
brake v&ive in the e^r^cr-ey j^itiou* 

Oonduotor Cooper eaployed oo o brâ osasn ea^^gtobor 2Ti 
1900, m& was prosaotrad to convluetor m fcbrueĴ r 1#1^» His 
record #ood» ^gln^mn Linkouss had boon e^loyed us such 
by the Virginian Itall̂ ŷ since octobsr &, ^reMOtic to vbich 
he had been employed $s fi-eaan srt.'. cniino^an on tho Norfolk & 
seotom Ssilwsy, Mis r&cord was good* Soithor of these eiassloyeos 



been on duty in violation of nay of the $a»eviai<ittB of the 
ROUTO of serviee law, **hie& m * el*?e the M E * with the ether 
estpieyees i voived, allef whoa mm e^$#rlanced men *&th geoat 
records* 

Tills accident m a caused by tbe «rew of # « m 44© failing 
to obey train order He* 48, reqt*irio« thea to Rest train Ko* 2» 
at Seever, #hat caused tbe four employees riding on loeaaotivfl 
Ho. 406 to averlooh train order Ho* 4£ eettld not be ascertains^ 
oa all of them were killed, end any re&eoh for the error *bioh 
w y be assigned would be only a sw&tter of eonjsctore* 


