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INTERSTATE COMMZIRCE COMMISSIION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BURTAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVISTIGATION OF AN ACCIDINT WiICH OCCURRED OX
THT VIRGINIAN RAILWAY NEAR INGLESIDZ, #. VA , ON
MAY 24, 1937.

June 24, 1537

To the Commliscgion:

On May 24, 1927, there was a hsad-end collision
between a2 passenger train and a freight train on the
Virginian Raillway ne.r Ingleside, W, Va., which resulted
in the death of 2 empltoyees and the injury of 18
pagsenpers, 1 person carried under contract and 10
employees

Location and method of opsiation

This accirdent occurred on the Third Subdivision
o[ the New River [Civision, which extends between Roanoke,
Va., and Rlmore, ¥ Va., a distance of 131.86 miles, which
1s a single-track line over which trains are operated
by time-table and train orders, no block signal system
being in use. Pagsenger trains are hauled by steanm
engines and frelght traing by electric motors The point
of accident was about 1,980 feet west of the west passing-
track switch at Ingleside, appvoaching this point from
the east, beginning at tnis switch, there are 34 feet
ol tanget, followed by a compound curve tc the right,
1,997.8 feet 1n length, the maximum curvature being
89 261 The accident occurred on the spiral at the
western end of this curve Approaching from the west
there 15 an 8° curve to the risht 1,527.9 feet 1n length
and then 67,7 feet of tangent, followed by the curve on
which the accident occurred. The grade at the point of
accident 15 1 2b per cent ascending for westbound trains
On account of a tunnel located just cast of the point of
accident, 1n agddition to a cut 50 feet 1n depth at the
point of accident, the range of vision of eastbound
crewg 1g materially restricted, while the crecis of west-
bound trains have practically no view of the track ahead

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred at about 11 H3 a m,

Description

Westbound passengeT train llo 3 consisted of
one combination car, cne express carl, two ccaches and
one club car, heuled by engine 312, and was 1n charge of
Conductor Hamilton and Enginéman Aldrico At Norcross,
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25 wiles east of Inglesoe, the crev received, among
others, a cony of trogin order Ko. 218, Form 19, reading
as follows:

"Engine 103 run extra MX Tower +to
Hoanolke and weet 1o 3 Fne 213 at
Inglesias Ko. 3 take siding "

Train No. 3 departed fror Norcross at 10 b4 a.mw., nine
minutes late, stopped at Ingleside, a flag svop, to

pick up passengers and shortly after departiug from that
voint 1t collided with oxtra 1C3 shile traveling at a
specd estimated to nave been betwegen 13 and 2C miles per
nour

Eastbound freight train cxtra 103 consisted of
90 cars and g caboose, harled bty wotor 103, and was 1in
charge of Conductor Aamann and Engaineman Weaver At MX
Tower, 20 3 miles west of Inglesid=, the crew received
a copy of ftrain order ¥No 218, previcusly quoted Fxtra
103 departed from MY Tower at 10 23 a.m., and collided
wlthwestbouna passcagaT traln Yo 3 wnile traveliag at
a speed estimated at about 14 milcs per hour

The i1mpact forced the passcnger trair vackwards
e distance of 210 feet. Engine 312 came to0 rest 1n an
uprigat position, entirely derailed, with 1ts frout end
mounted on the lsading unit of motor 104, both the cngine
and the motor were auige badly damaged, rnona of the
other equivment was derailed and 1t sustained only slight
damgge. The employces killed were the cnpineman anc
fireman of the passenger train

Summary of cvidence

Operator Wright, on auty at Worcross, stated
that he had received saveral train orders for the crew
of train No. &, among then beirg train order No 218,
When the train arrived at his ctation ne delivered one
copy of each of the orders to Engineman Aldrich and
aJother set to Brakeman Agee. He checked the meeting
volnts named in the orders with Brakeman Agee but did
not do so with Engineman Aldrich

Brakeman Apee stated tnat he received severgl
orders at Norcross, including traln order No. 218, all
of which he resd aad fthen deliverad 1o tle conductor
1n the club car. The conductor read them and Teturned
them to him, gl which tive he agaia reald them =nd was
po&s1tive Lig understood thelr contents Brakeman Arece



gal1d he was familiar with the 1ules recuirlhng trainmen
on passenger trains to sound the msetiac-polnt signal
when approaching a meeting point and enginemen to sound
lhe rezgulation weeting-point whistle signal, neither of
which reglrirements was obgerved as the train approached
Ingleside His gtatements werce to the effect that all
Other orders were ccmplied with exsept train order No
218, which he entirely overlooked, not having thought
of 1t since his train deperted from Korcross.

Conductor Hamilton, of train No 3, stated
tnal he was eating luncn 1n the club car at tne time
Brakerman Ages handed nim the train orders at Norcross
He 1mmed:ately Tead them to the brakeman, who also read
them for himself, the orders were then djscussed and
thoroughly understood. After depar*ing f-om I>reross,
Conductor Hamilton ¢1d not again reocll the mect order
with extra 105 and he saira tnat after the station wolk
at Ingleside had been completad he told the brokeman to
give the engineran a proceed slgnal Conzuctnr Hamilton
sald that among his passengers were a sics lady and a
crippled man, both of whom required ccnsidercble gticention,
and that thas situation might have caused him to overlook
the meet crder, he ¢as unable to give any other reason
for nis oversight,

Helper Buchanan, of extra 103, stat=ed that among
the orders raceived gt JMX Tower was triain ordzr No 213
which e read and understoocd. As his train was approach-
1ng Inglesioa the engineman sounded the mceting-poilat
whistle signsl, whicb siygral delper Bucnonan acknowledged
by pressirg Lthe signcl button provided foir that purpose,
the englatman responding vith another blast of the wnistle.
Helper Buchanan did not see train Ko 3 prior to the acci-
dent as he had been 1nspecting the motor and was located
1in the rear end of the leading unit

Head Brakemwan Clowers, of extra 103, who was
ricding on the motor prior to the accident, stated that
he understood 1he contents of train order No 218 and
at the tiwre the engineman sounded the meeting-point whistle
s1gnal hz calied the number of the train involved His
first knowledze of an approaching train was when he
obscrveds .oke 1n s cut agbout 200 feet ahead of his own
train The statevents of Conductor Apumann and Flagman
Keeney, of extra 103, brought out nothing of 1mportance.
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Tlectrical Fngineer 3herpley said he arrived
at the scene of the accident saniily gfter 1ts occurrerice
and upon inspection he founa a file of train ordars on
2 hook in the cab of ¢ngine 313, train order No. 518
being located directly under the clearance card which
weg at the top of tha fils.

-

Conclusions

This accident was causea by failvre to okey a
meet orcer, for which Conductor Hamilton, Engineman
Aldraich, and Srakeman Agee, of trzain Ho 3, zre resoonsible.

Under the recaquircments of trazin order llo <218,
train No. 3 should nave taken siding at Iagleside to
neaet extrag 103 Both the conductor and toe¢ brakeman
cle rly uncerstoocd whnt was required of thcem ander this
order, yet both of tunem entirelwr overliocoked the order
after their train had departed from “lorcross, the point
at whaich the ocrder was raccived. On account of the
death of the engineman and firsugn, no definite reason
can be assigned for their foilure to obey the order,
the evidence 1ndicated, however, that the order was
delivered to the enzinemran zand ~fter the 1ccidsnt 1t was
found oa 2 hoolx in the can of the zngirne. In vicw of
the T=ct that the eapireman did not sound o meeting-point
vhigtle signal "hen approaching Inglcaidz, and in view
of the further fact thot he accepted the vroczed signal
given after the station work at Inglcside hod been completed,
1t scems clear thnt nhe also had forgotten sbout the mcet
at that point sith extrz 103, The fireman was engaged 1n
taking water masn tne order was delivered *o tne engineman
by the operator at Norcrose, and 1t 18 entirely possible
that ne was not =cquainted witn the contents of the order

Had =2n asdequate block-signnl systom becn 1n use
on this ling, this accident probably would not have &ccurred,
an adegquate automatic train stop or train control device
would have vrevented 1t,

The employess 1nvolved 7erc exvsrisnce,men, at
the time of the accident they had becn on duty approximately
4 hours, after off-duty psriods varying from 11% hours to
rorz than €0 hours.
Respectfully suhmitted,
W. P. Borland,

Director



