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SECTION QF TEE TRACES rwmvmmm ML&&I& FEUER WM
AND THE WIRGINIAN PATLWAY CUHFANY a2 ?&IW PATE, YAy, ON

JULY 1’; 1’;‘*

On mz:r 17, 1914, o Swo-car slvotrie im:n of the Virgiots
Radlway & Power Company oollided with & fyeight teain off the
Virgs mn at the futersection of the %x0 raollwnys at
fﬁnﬁmﬁ z ﬁa p;; zawﬁﬂg@ 1§ gg; death “’g&mm ol

s injury @ RARRBOrs 1oyees,
tion of sbis epcldens the Ohlef Inspeetoy gr Hafetr Applisnoes
reports a8 follous:

Wostbound freight train extys ¢69 of he Yirgtatan Railwey
sonsisted of 3 loaded oars, 68 empty ours end s vadoose, hauled
by locomative Ho, 469, apd was i oharge of uetor Xnox and
Enginonapn Xvoys It J;eﬁ its terminal st Sevallle Polnd, Vae,

at 12:05 aute, roacked Falvmount Park, ebout 8 wiles »aimm

a% 18530 a.mey ond while peassing over m eraseling aﬂ the atroot
rallway was e&mak Yy mmm sleatrle Sraln Noe 33,

. Vesthound traln Wo. 83 consleted of motor ear Yo, am
and trallor gar Boe 2359, bYoib of semi-steel underfremy o0
struotions X% wae in e e ¢f Uonduaetors Yranklin and mﬂw
and %mmn &skiwm This trdd 5 lefh 1ts Serminel ot Wilie
ouzhby Pl for Rorfolky Vo, 6% 12188 pary, 5 mizntes
guabby Flory Tat 8uTey 00113008 WiTh extza €89 At the 45th
gar 1n that tyain, -a:hue usning at u ngeed estimabed to have
boon Letwuen 0 and 58 miles par houre .

Hotor oar Ho, 2203 wee totelly deatroyed, while the
tratler wap Jumaged ta sore exbent on one sﬁ.&ss o of the
sarse in exbra 44§ were deralled and turned on Hthely aldes
while the forward trucks of & third onr wore alzo dﬁraiie&
Nome of tho freizht surs wap paterially dsmaged,

%he Vireinlan Roflwy gt ¢ ‘mfoim of agoident 18 & singls
track lins, operated upnder tlie n ardsy g&m no blook

2 1 tom being wacds The dfvision of the Vigginie Hallway
& 3 on which the accldent caourred $m 2 dondle trook

1ine, truins being operated undey the usual street rallway rulseg,
Hoe blook elgnals are poed, and tralos ars nogg by starters .
and trsippasters looated gﬁ verious pointe, firaoks of the
slactyic 1ine erons the Grack of the fuken Ralleoy o1 an
angle, at & polnt sdout BE0 feet porth m him M
gtation of tho eleatriec line. This groseing

two gates. Whon in the n mal position %m szs eaa m@m a0ryay
the track of the ghezm rsllway; »hen & train; of ¢he stem raillwey
ie using the eorcosing the gutes ave oob sgainst #m ﬂw‘mﬁa
line, extending eatirely aaross Bo'h of dts tra

Lo m& 11ghta are plasod on esoh gate, and whed ﬂat zm

the Electrie Bullwny o red 1ight chows in She middd enoh
track of the elm:z- o lione on Both sides of the uma&lngg

tratnz of Both Fallwnys are resuired %0 oone to a Full step
bafers procneling ovay this erossinge
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Eotornan Atkinzon Segtified Shub spproedbing the ma%
he shut off $ho power at Simpoen¥s @rcssing, a poiut sbous |
faet from the Tuilwny orossing, and thon Tell Melesp, Whon be
axoke his fraln was sbout tuwo aaz lengthe fram tho ororsing.
Ho 414 not pemerbesr spplying ohe wiergenqsy drekes, but 214
remesher roferning the power, Re furthoy testiffzd that whon
ATHTOHAY the orpusing he 854 not renexher any ons touching
hi ang ing atteontion to the Paat that Shave were red

Fightes mhaade "

Hotorman Atkineon testiffed furthar thet on the morning
of 7 14 he went to work ot S:R5 agny, wont off duty at
1:95 peme, ont then went homa to Gleepy Ho in went on duty
A% 6335 pete, at the sume time making applisation o Were-
lioved fron vork the following 4oy on sasmpunt of npoft Feell
walle Ho thon contimied on duty until the tlme of tha eolli~
sion, Xovestlgation showsd that Hotorwmen Athinson higd besn on
this mum for $we wesks, His bhours ou dubly weye from BI1B aus
unbil X33 paine, and from 8135 Pt until AR50 seme After
going off duty ab 12130 a.Bs thers wos no %0 tuke Him te
bis home, four mlles away, #o the e seourod was by
laging cown ong one of the soute in his ear while 1% wus in the
oar barps In this manser he would ged sbout Your houra® ress,
whezeas 1f he walked home he would only be able 190 gob about
twn hourst ropb, Sfter golnz off qusy &b 1328 puae he would go
homt, Peaching thers of about 2130 pes, and getiicg abhout Lhres
bours? aloep bofors &gﬁﬁﬁneg vt g0 on Suly At GQLGE pene
ealy reot Motormap Atkinson had had, Sherefurs, wis thres houraf
sleep in the midale of the afs end oboub four hours'
gpent on the seat in his ony mt the eay barm. Ho nlso testle
iled that enosaiomally ke would to & searhys botel fnnbead
of glec.ing at %% orY Bamm, ko oomld Aot afford to &6
thie 2150 eny degreo of roegulariiy.

¥r. - T Gunn, Vico President and Gepsrel erintandend
gt tho V1 & Rﬁii@ & Porer ooy stated thot he was
familiar with the =uvking howrw of Hotorsan Athlinson. He slee
testified that o8 asoldent atnilar fo the one here under in-
veatigation gecurred as this ervssgiag in Suauary, 1¥13, gouged
by the moorpan $ailing Lo stop beafore yauohing %Bsa aropsing,

fupeintendent af Rolling Stook Taurmsn ptated that he
exsnined the equirment after the noolident end from the
ange of tho wheels thore wus to ahow that ¢ hed
besn lookos oy roversed, Iu faogt, 4% apseared that the brakes
had pot Boen sprlied st all,

¥r, We Bs Lover sinted Sha! he wag & pAseeng
2203 at thae time of tho agoident ond wasn sliting

soat of ghe forwmrd enr lmmediately behind the sofidIman. Afjer
vasaing §imymn‘ﬁ otation he notlecd & red light| just shoed

and oulled Yo the motorman, das 414 sewargl obbher sarsengors,
The motorman méde no angeer and &c far as Hr. Lo 4 se0 -

e made no offort %o Apply the YWrakes or almt off $he purrenbs
Thils acoident waa ooused By the fallure of Hotorman
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Atkingon to Bring his troin to & sbop before resching the
oroesing, vo i rejquired by the yulsa, - -

Tha record shows that Hotorman Atkin-on war en experianced
man with & good record, and hmd np Bad hedite, The only resccn
shat 9. be assigned for his faillng to whop hia trafn S thak
ke was alaeeps , T ‘

Thia invsstigation discloasd She foed Shat Motorman
Atkingson wap on duty for 13 Rours agd 485 simutes during the
twoenty-four-bouy perled, and had Q&«W dnty at guch Simes
&z e furniol inadsnuche r,g « Thig ] was knowm by 4be
eperating officors ¢f the Yirginia Rallwey & Powver Company,
yoi ne gsteps were btaken to corredt 1d. Operating offigere of
A rslirosd who permlt 8 condision of this Kind to oxiet gre
cenou-ahle for deroliction of Juity to the o, whioch relics
upen them for safety in train aperation, . Bteps ahoulsd bb olge
be baken to sirrange the working houre of Ske sxployess on this
road po &2 to give them an oprortusity to Beoure iroper yesd,
apd until sush gotion 18 taken the traveling yublils 1x gop-
stantly in danger of seoricus sscidents

The menns mployed to provent oolliafons bolwsen Lrains
8t thie exvasing 18 altogotler insdecuate o provide prover
protootions Trsffic over shis ercszing fs exseptionally heavy;
on the glectris line Shere are 164 & dally on weok days
400 on Fund:ys, sud 600 on seasen holidayw, snd on the ?1rginian
Rsiluay there are 14 daily tarsine, & propeyr Yegord for the
szfoty of the peblie would soem to yegulire thnd whers traffia
of such density exista the crcasing should be protected either
by separation T grades, an interiocking plunt, or by dopsils
whioh would »e -uive tmiua an the elaotirle read To eome o &
full stop apl send o nen ohesd Lo the orumsisg snd line up the
ralls before 1t would be pouaibie for the slechrio traine {0
frick s 1Y
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