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On Jfcly 1?§ 19X4* a t#o~ear oleotrio train of the Virginia Hallway & Sower tta&faa? eolUda* wlta a freight train oft tho Virginian Kaliwajr at the intoraootloa of tho *a* vniimys at Fainaount Park* ?«** re ultina; in tho death *f 9 fmnaongor* and tho injury of es J N I O E E S G E R A and 3 e&ployeee* -"After inrestiao* tion of thia aeeident tho Ohlef Xnepentor of JB&foty Appliances reporta aa follow: .• -
ôatheund freight train ostra 46$ of the Virginian Railway eonaiated of 3 loaded ears. 68 ofâ ty nara am a oaboeee* hauled by loooajotlTo 8 3 * 46*, and waa Is ebarse of Conductor Knox and Enginesam fray* Zt loft ita tenainal at 8©*sail*E Point* Va*f at is? 05 a*m*« remefced yaijawunt £&rkc about 9 stiles diatast* at iBidO a*ts*f end while phasing ovay tbe aroaoinf at tho street railway ma etrussk by W O O T O O U N D oleotrlo train ffo* 93* 
Weebbound train Ho* S3 eoneie&ed of mto? ear iro* and trailor oar Ho* &390 t both of aa&î etaei andarfra&o eon* atruotion* It V A O in ehargo of Coaduotora franklin and fntalay 

ana Sbtoman Atkinson* Xhis tredn loft ita T E N S I N & l at Will* 
ou^ H O Y Hor* for Norfolk* Va*t at llrBS P * » * T 8 isisate* latof A N D at lasso a*m*# ooilidod wish artra 469 at tho 46th ear in that train* ̂ bile running at * a$eed eatiisated to have toon between so and 88 jaiioo per bony* 

Hetor ear So* 2203 msa totally deatroyedt while tho trailer wsa detaaged to sois© extent on one aide* *V« of tho ears in extra 4d§ W E R E derailed and turned on their oldee* while the forward truek® of a third oar wore also derailed* Won© of tbo freight eons m& materially d^aged* 
$be Virginian Haiiwy at the ooint of accident la a single track line, operated under tbe train ardor eyote©* N O bloek aifn&X ayatois being uaod# *he division of tbo Virginia Hallway 

& Hmv Ool on wbiea tbe aooident oaourred la a double traok lino, traina being operated under tbo %B U&$ street railway rul«a* Ko biook at̂ 3ala are uaod* and traina are apaaed by otartera and trsinsaatora looated at rerloua polnto* *be traoka of the oleotrio lino eroaa tbo traok of tbo Yiraislaii Railway oH an angle* at a point about 6@0 feet fiortb Of tbo fttinaount Park otatios of tho oleotrio lino* tnia arooaing la protoatod by two gat aa* When in the nnaal |>oeltion tbeoa gates extend aeroaa tho trook of th© eto^B railwuy; ̂feen a train of the oto'n» railway 1© uaing the oroooins th© gatea are oot againat tbo oleotrio iino» ©̂ tending entirolr sows bo^b of ita traofca*̂ \At ni#it t̂ o red iighta are plaeod on ô oh «ato« and ̂ hen #et ya#iin«T the Jaeotrie «ailw«y a rod light O T E R O In tho middle ©f ooob traok of the oleotrio lino on botn aldoa of the oroaeing* All ~ trains of both r$llmyo ore rô nired to ease T O o full aton before procoodlne oyer tbio oroaainf* 



Metos&sjk Mkinsea testified tĥ t spproeobiag the meaisf he skat off the s o w at Si&peaa's trossina;. m point about 990 tost fros tea i**ilt?ay oroesing* and thm fell aslest* fhea fee azalea his train was about two oar lengths from too sreesing* Bo did not rcraezr-ber applying tho eiBergeaoy brakes* but did 
?<mmT}*2 refersia*, tbo pow»*» ft* farther testified that whoa approaching tbo crossing bo did Hot ra&«&h*r Any one touching him and calling attention to tbo fasj* that there war* red light* ahead* ^ 

Hotorsiaa Atsklneum testified farther that on tbe jsoraiog of Jffuiy 14 bo went to norfe at *wst off duty at ls3& p*st*f and tben went homo to sisea* Bo again neat on duty at 0s35 a*a*t at tbe same tia« ttaklag aĵ lisatloa to lore* lioved tfroa work the following day on isoount of not feeling wall* go then continued on duty out 11 tbo tine of the ceJli* sioa* Investigation sboif&d taat Hotomem Atkinson bad boon oft this run for two we^a* Bio hours on ittty «er#' fresa fslS s*m* unfcil ItSS o««»* ani fresj 6*35 F A * * * until 10$SO s*m* After $eln$ off duty at Ids Sid a*m* there m a no oar to take hi& to' bis home* four jsHos away* so the only root he assured by laying so«a on? one of tm soste in his ear «fciio it ̂ s in the ô r bam* In this manner bo ̂ oald get about four hours* rest* whereas if bo ̂ tUcod tiosoe be %culd only to able to #ot about t̂ e hours* rest* After going off duty «t 1»36 be *ould go bms* reaching there at about 8*Sa p*&* and fatting about throe hours* sleep boifcr* gsttto; up to on duty at 6835 n*a« She only rest Motoman Atkinson had bad* thersfors* was three hours* sleep la the Kiddle of the afternoon* and about four hours* s#»at on tbe seat in his o*r at tbe bam* So also testi­fied that occasionally be vould go to a nearby- hotel instead of sleeping at tiv- ê r barn* Sot bo could not afford to do this with any degree* of regularity* 
Hr* 9* ©nan* Yioo President and General tluaerintendeat of tbo Virginia $&llw&y & Psitswr $oas@any stated that ho isms fsEsiliar with tbe TOrfciflg hours of Kotorj&aa Atkinson* Ho also testified that am aooident similar to the one here undo? la* vestigatlos occurred at this grossing in jT̂ auary* 1923* soused by fcfce ssr.on&aa failing to stop before reaching the crossing* 

* 

3ur;e intend est of Helling Stock Tmursisn stated th^t be examined the ê uinaoat after tho aooideat sad f**em the appear* ' ease of ths wheels there was aotbiag to Ate* that they bad be*n looked or reversed* In foot* It an̂ earsd that the brakes baa not been aprlied at ail* 
Mr* W* E» loper stated thas bo s&s a passsa$er on ear S203 at tbo time of the aeoi&sat sad «%s sitting on the front seat of tbf> for « J R D ear iauwdiately behind ths mtftoSmtm* &£%wr passing >Siaĵ sonFB station be notlsed a red lî ht(.:|ust ahead ana exiled to tho cjotoTOnf as did several oth®r ̂ asssensors* 

The mtotmn oade no answer and so far as Hr* lopor sould sea -he made no effort to apply tho brakes or shut off the eurrent* 
This scat dent m& soused by the failure of Hetonsea 



creasing* aa la required by the rule** •• 
. , < * 

record ®h&m that Kotsonsan Atkinson *$a en ois$criea©cd 
nan itfUh ft good raeordf and bad no bad feabltav *be only racoon that a&a bo aaeipwd for bio failing to "atoy biff train is that 
bo «ao olaoop* . s 

#nia investigation didoloaed tbo fact tbat Moto&san Atkinson w o on duty for 10 boura add 46 adrntea duris® tbo twenty-four-hour period, and bad portoi* aff daty at such tina* ao to furnlob inadequate root* Thia condition wac fenosm by tbo operating officers of tbe virgin!* Railway aV rower Ctarpanp, yet no atepo were ta&oa to correct it* Operating officer* of 
0 railroad #bo permit a condition of tal* kind to exiot arc eeaau able for dereliction of duty to tbo public* which rallce upon them for 04*foiy in train oyara&lOJt*' .:@tf$* ohould at once 
be ta&an to arrange the wording houra of tbo et^loyoot on thia 
rood eo aa to give tbew an opportunity to aeenre proper root, and until ouch action la takea the trareiitt*; public ia con-otaatly In danger of serious easldeat* 

mm& aaplayad to prerent oolllaiono between trains 
at thia croaoiog is altogether inad#ittate to provida- proper protection* Traffic over thia aresalm is eaa*otioaally feeavyj on tho oleotrio line there are 164 trains gaily on week daya* 400 on Sundays* and 600 on season ĥ lidaya* and on tho Virginian 
Ksil^y there are 14 daily train** & prater retard for tbo aafety of the publio would mm to retire that m*ere traffic 
of such density exists the eroaeios ahould bo protected cither by eeparatian f grades, an Interlocking plant* or by d®reila which wuld re lulr© trains oa the electric road to cots* to a 
full etop and send a &a» ahead to the creasing a&d lino up the 
rail a before It would bo poealbl* for tbo oleotrio train* to pssa* 


