Getoner 3, 1913.  Inv-148

In re Investigation of Accldent on the Yandalis Railrosd neur
Otter Creek Jumetion, Ind., on August 27, 1913.

On August 27, 1913, there was & head-and collision between
e pasgenger traln and & freight train on the Vandallia Railroad
near Jtter Creek Juncticn, Ind., resulting in the death of the
fireman of the passenger train and the injury of four pegsengers,

After investigation of this aceident the Chief Inapector
of Bafety Appllsnces peports ag followa:

Sorthbound traein Ho. 80, known as the 8t. Louilz-Toledo
Expresas, was en route frou Terre Heute, Ind., to Logsnaport,
Ind. It consisted of one comblaution buggage end psssenger
eur, one coach and one Pullmen sleeping esr, all of wooden
conatruction, heuled by locomotive No, 13, and was in charge
of Conductor Cochran snd Engineman ¥Wells. Thisz train left
Terre laute at 9111 P.i., & ainutes late, passed Utter Creek
Junction at 9:23 p.2e, 6 ninutea late and eollided with south-
bound freight train third fic. 165 at & point about three-
guarters of s mile north of Otter Creeck Junetion &t 93125 p.m.,
while runniny; at a spesd of about 35 alles per hour.

fouthhound freight train third Ro. 165 wan en routs from
Garfleld, Ind., to Terre Haute, Ind., It consisted of five cars
and a exbooase, hauled by locomative Hlo. 159, and was in charge
of Conductor Burgosn and Engineaan Bundy. This tesin left
GCarfield at 6:32 p.n,, passed Hosedsle, Ind,, the last tele-
gragh etation north of the point of aceident and five niles
distant therefrom, at 93103 p.m., and st 9125 puam. ;EE struck

by traln Ho. 80 after beaing brought te a atop near Otter Creek
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Both englnes were conslderably d&nagnd unﬂ tna £ruight
esrs were totally destroyed. There was mo d&naga to the pas-
senger airn, and the rezaining frelght cars were ouly slightly
danaged.

Thia division of the Vandslia Rallroad 1s s single-track
line, trains being operated by the traln-order syston. The
manual block aysten in use afforda protection for following
mavements only., The ccllision ogeourred at the south end aof a
ten~-foot cut L5 feet in length, on s dight grade descending
northewsrd., At this point the track 1s straight in either
direction, the renge of vision northward being four smiles and
the southward vislon being two and one-half miles. The
westher at the time of the acecident wae elear. Both engines
were equipped with oll headlighta.

At Oulon, & stativn 26.4 wllex nopth of Otter Creek Junc-
tion, the crew in charge of traln third Ho, 165 received &
copy of train order Ho. 90, roxding as followss

No. 166, Bng. uaknown, wait at Otter Creek Jct.
gggéiagingﬂfigtgtiftaénglggcE;?iiuﬁﬁ;:gzlzigggg}tzgg

11110 p.m. for 2nd & 3rd No. 16%, BEngs. 351 & 159.

Under this order third NBo, 165 had to elear train ¥o. 168 at
Otter Creok Junctlon by 9:55 p.m. After leaving Gulon en routs
to Otter Creek Junction, stops were made ad various points.
Duriag the flrst part of this run te¢ Otter Crask Junction the
members of the crew were figuring on goeing to thﬁt;e' nt for

train Bo. 166, and some of them had in mind ¢the £ that their
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traln had to meet train No. 80 at some point aleng the road,
but sfter leaving Rookville, 17 miles from Otter Creek Junc-
tion, they entirely forgot thut train, thinking enly of going
to Otter‘craek Junetion for train Ho. 166,

Enginenan Bundy ststed that approaching Otter Creek June-
tion he saw & hesdlight which he supposed t¢ belong to train
o, 166, and began to reduce the apeed of his trzin. On gete-
ting nesgrer he remarked to the firemen that 1% was not going to
stop, aspplied the emergency hrakes and jumpad from his engine.
Un t0 the time that train ¥o. 80 waa elose entugh to enable
hiz to see the number of its engine, he thought it wss train
Ko. 166, and that that train had falled to wait at Ctier (reek
Junction until 955 p.m., as required by train erder Ho. 90.
Third Ho. 165 had stopped, or nearly stopped, when the colll-
sion oecurred.

The statements of tha cther members of the freight train
cre® ghowed thst all of them hed forgotten traln Re. BO,
thinking enly of train Ho, 1&6.

Engineman Wells ¢f train ¥o. 20 stated that while going
past the siding at Otter Creelt Junetion he saw a flush of
greoen, and at first thought it helonged %o a freight trsin on
the siding at that point. e then saw another green flesh,
followed by a white 1ight, mnd knew that there was ascmething
on the track shead of him, He took hoeld of the brake valve,
with the probuable intenticn of applying the hrakeg},ﬁy vhich
time the collialcn ccourred. [He astimated the ngéfd/qf his
train ot this tlse o have been from 35 o 40 miles per hour.
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4 :he groeen lights seen YWy him were 9ruhnhiy th:-uarkars on ﬁﬁa "
cabooms of third He, 144, t

Bngineman Wella atated thet he did not know whether or
not the Snndlight on the engine of third No. 165 was burning;
if it was he did not netice it. ZThe ¢rew of that train said
that 1t was burning, although the head brakeman, when ques-
tioned about 1t, aaid "Well, LIt mude = fairly good light.®
It would peam that Lf 1t had been burning properly £t ecould
have been seefd by Englneman ¥ells in time to heve ennbled him
materislly to reduce the speed of his train.

All of the members of the arew of train Bo., 80 wers exper-
ienced men with good regords, and none had been on duty in
vielation of the hours of service law., The enginemsn of
third No., 165 had been employad aa suoh sinoe January, 1913,
previous 0 which he had had over nine years' experience as a
fireman, He was familiar with this part of the road. The
head brakeman had had about nine weeika' experience, while the
rear brakeman had had fourtesn menths' experiencs as & brake-
man, previous to which he had hed about one month'a experience
as 2 fireman. The firemsn had had about six months'! expsrience
&s sueh, previcus to which he had been employed es & eunr
repairer, The conductor hed been employsd a® such since 1902,
The recorda of the members of this orew were gocd snd none of
them had been an duty in violation eof the hours of ssrvice law,

This accidea% weg caused by the orew of third Ao. 165
faorgetting train Ho, 80, resulting in thelr trainm'ocepnpying the
main track on the time of that train, which was superier %o the
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£reight train by both alass and directian. o |

There con be no excuse for such negleat at duty. This
couiuan might have been averted had sn m-mute block signal
systen been 1n use, but the use of any blook :uml. systen
cannot be regarded as s remedy for such manifest derelistion
of duty on the pert of omployces es was svidenced in this

e238.




