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INTZRSTATE COMMERCE COMMLSSION

HEPORT OF TEL [DIRECTOR OF THF BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVMUTI”A”IOW OF AN ACCIDEUT WFICH OCCURRED ONW THE
LIT™ O% T T U'1O0N TRACTIOM COWPANY OF INVDIANA NEAR
SEARPCVILLE, IWD ON CCTCEZR 21, 1928.

b

December 12, 1223.
Yo the Comnicsion:

On October 21, 1928, there was a head-end collision
Tetweern a massen-=r train and 3 newspaper train oa the
lirne o: tne Union Traction Comnany of Indians near
Sotraosville, Ind., vioich resulted 1n the death of one
erployse on wurty and nne emnployee off duty, and the 1n-
jury of tro ozsgsenprers, one nersot carrled under con-
Siect and two emhlovees

Locatior and methed of operaticon -

This sccident occurred on that nart of the Tinton
vicion exsendins between Indisnasvolis and Ko&omo, Ind,,
fistemce of 55 37 miles, 1a the vicinirty cf the »oint
rccident tnls 1s & ainfle~track line over which traing
opercted ry timoc-table anu train ordere, no olock-

2]l syste~ beiny 1in use, The accident occurred af
nolat enacenzlvitel ;7 one-half mile north of Sharpsville,
pproacnirs this 2oint fror the south the track 1s taarent
r ¢ Tietance of 1,487.7 feet, followed by a 19 curve

te r1ceht 1,123 3 leet 1n le gth, the accident oc-
DIIIT S on th¢h IAEIIAEXTIOTER cuTve 51 A noint 828

Teet from 1vs soutierr 2nid Avproachins from tne aorth
trneie 12 2 10 curve to the rient 1,018.7 feet 1n loncth
ganG CR<.b fest of tongent, follovred bty the curve oo

whaich tone sccrdent occurred, The grade Lz nractically
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level., Oving to trecs and nles adiacent to the track
] o

the view of tThe 101nt of cceident from the motorman's

corwartnents of aporoacaingr traine 1s restiicted to

avout €00 te %, pltkougn opposing trains can be szen
vlen sporToximitely 1,200 fcet apart

£

Tne weather was clear aad 1t was daylight at the
lime of t~e 2criden', wnich occurred <t dbout 6.35 a.n.

Deccrintion

llorvhbouard nessencer treain Mo, 30D consisted of
1otor 401, of zsteel construction, and was i1n cSharge of
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Conductor Camphell and Molorman Crum. This train 13
scieduled to run frem Indiana-oclis to Kokomo but is an-
rulled on Saadays from Indianasolis to Tipton, covering
only that part of the run from Tipten to Xokomo It
left Tipton, 7.328 miles south of Sharpsville, at 3.20
a.”., oa time, and after stopoping 4l 8narpsville 1t
ceparted from thet poirat at a.out 2 &3 a m practically
on time and collided with southTound extirs 296 while
travelinr et 2 snecd estimated to nave been detween 20
and &0 miles per hour.

Southbound newspaper train cxtrc 396 consistad of
motor 296 and trailer 235, coth of reinforced ~oodea con-
strvction, and was 1n charge of Conductor Draper and
lotorman Cler  Thils train denarted from Kokomo, 3.03
v1leg nnrth of Sharpsville, at €.232 a m , haviag only
1t¢ runaning orders as an extrs, and collided with treln
No 200 while traveling at a spsed estimated at adout 25
nileg ner kour.

The forward end of mctor 401 was telescopged for a
Jictence of avout 15 f.et warle both motor 236 and
rairler 2&5 were cnasider~-ly damared by the i1mpact,

of the emiiynont wes derciled Tre wrecka~e cauvght
&lmost 1wwediately, rcsulting in the destruction ol
rodiee of motors 421 and 2386. Tre emwlovees x1lled
re the motorman of extrs 292, wno jamoed Just oelore

e ccllision occurred, and a lineman wiao wag buraed tO
ceth.
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Samrary of evidence

Notormaa Crum, of traia He. 300, stated that as his
train znproached the »oint of accident he ohserved ire
opnocin? traian, with 1ts headlight Lurning, as S001 &8
1t ceve witzim raage of vislon, which ne estimated as
Teviny Deen 400 feet. He 1n carately siut off tac Lower,
1cvceised the motor, and lasa turned o~ tre pover ajain
812G Jumsed Tromthe car, the collision occurriag at accut
tic tire he suruck toe ground; re ~ad not apply the
breles 3 be Telievea that 11 reversine the wotor ae hed
uecd the most effeclive metaiold of reducing gpeed, aad e
cstimeted the szecd of hi- trein =t tone time he firgo sow
t e approescaln~s train at 25 to 30 miles per hour, which
gpced was reduced to tetwien 30 and 25 miles per 1our at
1he time of thc accident Motorman Crum said he 2ad no
orders nertalning to extra 29¢ zsnd wes wnaware of 1ts

1

eri1stence uatil he saw 1t, only a short distance ancad.
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witle ridine 1n the 1200 of the coT bhe git a jer: nhich
Licrcatod tnat toc ~otorren naed either reversed tae
inotere or amolicd tLhio ~11 bralkes, Fe thnen startzsl tovards
tme head end o1 the ¢2ar ard hen "1tnin about 10 lact of
thec door leadint to the grmoXfing compsritment nc soaw ile

1 otoTman ctoert tows:a toe right door of ihe forward com-—
partment, Coaductor Carstell locked frecd and gaw the
heedlicht of an apoilomching tiain a srort distance awey,
the collirinn ocourring i1wmedistely afterwarde. o ce-
tirated the specd of hag trein at the time of the ac-
cidert at atout 3D rilcs »ir hour. He 7ot ofl as soon

s nossltle and noticed tigs notormon pull down tae
trclley on motor 401 2nd also noticed thet tae trolley
on motor 295 was ofl the wire At atout the same tine
ke noticed th-t the carg werz vfire and he re-entered nis
trrin, niocared 5 11Te extinguisher 2nd attemsted to
sutdue the flames put on accounl of the sroke he was
commelled to auendon tols tark Fz was of 1ine o»1aion
thatl the cars were 1gnited oy the stoves uced for icet-
100 purposce, 1n1lg also ves ine oricion of Votormaa Crum,

Conductor Caryoell, of train Yo 3J2, stated That
-F‘

Conducisr Droner, of e¢xtra 296, stated that als
Trein was ojersted fron Incianapolis to Peru on tae cey
of the agcecident, »Hrior to the return trin on nhich che
ccecldent ocourred Eefore denarting from Peru on tac
return moverent ne reported to tne disnstcher and re-
ceived an orler to run as <xXtia 2906 to Ripple, a scation
7.7 miles nowth of Indiaarsolis After ooth he and tre
rotcrran had repeated the orlder to tae dispatcher tnge
tiain Jeoarted, at 4 50 a m.,, Lut on accournt of 1azufl-
I1crent —ewer the train di1d nnl errive at Kokomo uatil
£€.08 a n , =21d as a Tesult ne again called the aissatcher
and 1nauired 17 his raniire orfder wes 86111 1n effect,
the dignotcher reslying in the affirmetive, hs d1d oot
herpr tne dignatcner menlioan train No. 302 although irois
may have been dons after ne h~a hung uo the telenione
recelver Hie train tnea cenarted 1ror Kokomoe and was
apyoroaching Sharnsville, travelirg at a specd of 25 1o
2% rales mer hour, when the brakes were applied in emer-
rency, the accident occurring shortly =sfterwards, e
cetireted tne coced at 22 to 25 mileg o=r hoir at the
t1-e of the accident. Conductor Lraner further staied
thet he had loet his time-t2ble on the trip from Indian-
apolis to Pieru, Before arriving at Xokomo on tre Zeturn
trip, anveter, he asked the motorman for ncrmission 1o
consult the letter's tims-table but the molorman resented
tre reguest and €14 not predusce 1t, raviag "I can sece
end at the same t1i7e steting that trais No. 320 was
annulled and that the firet train to e wmect would leave
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Tintor at 7.15 o.un Ag Conductor Dracer had sesn t.e
rotorman consult Mis time-tohle = short time previougly
end as the motorman was an older won 1n moint of service
orr tte division aad ghovld h=ve Teen Tetter =ccuziated
vatlk train echedules, aad 1n view of t-e fact thal .e C1d
rct vigh to 17cuar the farther enwity ol the motoraan,
Conductor Draner accented the motormwan's word, not even
wellang 1noulry wren tealkin- with the cisoatcher alier
Ci1strain resched Xozomo. Conductor Drawmel said that
whlle he had Heen emloved coantinucusly for the »ast
varee years, with two years! mreviovs €x)eTrlence as o
retorren anc conductor, vet most of his time was spent

or. ¢aother daivision, Ee sa21d he had not operarved sreins
cver the Tinwoan Division more than 18 dave and had =radled
to¢ news-peoer train oaly seven or eipnt itimes, t.creiore
ac vas not thorougalvy ramili=r witn the time of soaneduled
trairs.

Digpatcher Pumparev gtated tr 3t he 1rsued taz Lie1in
orcelr to Coanductor Draper ena Motorman Oler author: _irg
ther to ovmer=te their traein as extra 288 from Peru to
Finple, which order was mede corolete at 4 48 a.n. alter
“oth of <heese emplovees had repeated 1t Dack to h1i.a,
~e held no Tarther conversation with tae memders ol the
crew before ~oing orf duty Oispateher Verasle staved

at ke relieved Dispatcher Pumphrey at £ 2 m. a1d was
acvised v hin that extra 298 ras then »etwsen Peru onc
Xovomro. The conductor of trein No 200 celled for ocilers
gt 6.L5 a.m. and wag alvisel tlLere were no orders _or Dls
Tr 1n, there was no mention wade ol extra 295. At 3.:22
a.m, The conductor of exiia <806 called aac aiter soie
convereaticon concernin: tne Jdeley to that train iue to
l-.ck o1 power he 1niorme’ the ccacuctor that als troin
order was et1ll 1a effect, #md 1a addition advissd hin
tuet trein No. 20D wes nn tire, vhich latter 11ior1ation
oS glven as an exirs orecsation,

Conclusiors

Tm1is accident waeg caused oy the operation of ex
296 aralnst an opnosine SUYE€TIOT tralc without aath
ior which €onductor Draper sad Motorman Cler were =
s1vle.

Tae rules nrovide tnat extra trasins must clear toe
tire of rezvl r tr=ins mot legss ther five minutes, urless
they heve bees ivea a meetins or nassin. crder, or cther
orders relievinc trer from tnils necessity, and ao soceb
orCers hed beea 1ssued, accorainz to Conauclor Drajer
ce had lost hig time-table while cn route northward from
Indianenolis to Perv, and before arriving at ¥oxono on
tZc return trin to Indianznolics he asked Votorman Olcr
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for nermission to congult the latter's time-tadle it
ile motorman vould not produce 1t. Co.ductor Drajer
c1d not asgert his rights eirtner by stopoirg the train,
vhich he sa1d ne did not kncv ..e coula oo under sach
cirecumgtances, or by insistine that the time-tible e
vroduced Conductor Draver had the opnortunity, novever,
to oLtain the nececssary infoimrtion obout opposins (reinsg
then cormnicating with the dicpetcher from Kokomno Lus
Teiled to do ro There was algo evidence that Digoyatcher
Vendarle called Conductor Drajer's attention to irwna Fo
300 during the convergation but the conductor denied
hevire aeard any reference wade to tuzt traia

It 13 not Ynown what caused Yotoran Oler to Decorwe
confused as to the sistus of trsin No 200. The tiue-
tawle 1n effect snecificelly shows this train as sc.eduled
dally btetnecen Indiana»olis ana Kokomo, the fact tha.v 1l
is annutled from Indranapolis to Tiston on Sunday Heing
saotn 1n a faootrote. Had the motorman failed to read
tie footnote ne would have known nnthins atbout the or-
nulrent of thset »ert of the schedule and would have —cen
prepered to ¢lear 1te time as shown at the variols s -
tionsg en roube It geems more than w»rovable, thersicre,
t..8% he mieread the footnote and Lhought eirtner that
the schedvle was annuled 1n 1ts eatirety or elss e
confused the joirts betweer which the annulmeat i13g ei-
Tective,

Qn this divisiorn there sre 38 scneduled first-class
traine daily Teoivesn Indiganasolis a~d Xokomo, ~s well as
% second-class trains, onae af vhicr 13 onerated dailv,
< daily except Sunday, and 1 daily except Yonday., There
are also 5 ather firet-clesg lreine and " sccond-clad
trzire onerated over verious naris of tne civ.sion,
Tr~ffic ot this Jenmitv on =2 ningle—-tract line 1s ardly
sufiicient to warrant tope 11stallatiicn o1 a 9lock-
signal systen, and undoubtedly tnle accident woull ..ot
nave occurred hed such a systcr csen 11 use

Tae emnlovees 1nvolvedwere exnerieaced men; 26 tre
tirme of tre accident the crew of extrs 298 had neca on
cuty B hours and 35 minates alfter neving been off duty
IT71 a neriod of 12 houra The cre.r of trein No 300
had hecn on duty for 30 minuvec, previous to whica they
Fad veen off duty for more tnan 15 Lours.

AegpectTully sutmitted,
W. P. Borland,

Dhrector.



