——

Ho. 124

In ro investigution of acaldent on the Union Paoiflis
Rallroad at Volmont, Colorado, Pebruery 13, 1915,

on Fenruary 13, 1213, thore way a head~end onllision betseon
R .argscger Lrain end a frelzht train on the Unfon Puclfic Hail-
road gt Valoout, Colo,, resuliing in the injury of 9 sassonzere
and 3 aployoata

After investiga lon of this ageident, the Chlef Insvector
of Safety Appilicnecs reports ag folliowss

The Beulder Branal. af ae Union Paoeirle Rsillroad on wiioh
-hiz aseloent ocourred I8 2 single traek linme, smd troine are
o erased on this hraneh under the traln order system. The truins
involved in thilz eollizicon were sonthound paasengelr motar-galr
Hoe 22, running as truin Noe 171, uni scgthound frelght traln
Woo 174, consisting of an ~agine, 5 aure ani & eshesne, Condustor
Gusgel and Hosorpmn Apdre s osere in charge of trsin ¥o. 171, whioh
mene from Brishbon ho EZoulder. Coniuator ¥itohell ane Englineran
Copplek vers In charge of Frolalb fiain Ho. 174, whiel rung fronm
Boulder to Denver.

fue optli.ion ceoucrra hond 400 Taet “est ¢f the wost
vasging track awlieh aut Vilroni, on a fvo~degree yovarse owrve
snd cna elighs i1, At shim nind there 13 4 one var ocent
grode 4pagending ool o roads Fho traok is atraighs for ahout
oy miles eagt of Viluand canolag Lraeks Asgroaching the coint
~bere the acel lewd cpou-r-. Ly 10 2t noganiblae te Zee moroe blan
GO faet in olbler ddreccicn adne, o she carvsture of the trick
and on agvount of fross o Ml Inon shaeurdpg the viows

On the morpine of 5o eozeend Lcolzght traln Bos. 174 letd
Bowldey Junetion =5 9153, ovr  oic md 32 mimites labe,. She
alatanee fron Bouluer durmsicn 50 Tnlront is 2.3 miles, ant Mo
171 45 we ot ¥V lzond no 2:4% e On ohiz line the svesd of
fralght $vulaa 48 poss 20:-0 5. %3 milen per hour awd of nao-
conger dralng o B0 milers v ousire Conduotor Hltchell of No.
174 ababed bhad his fr .ia -5, el nhoub 3050 fsab west of tho
ugzgling srack a6 921406 4. « v & atarted o bhook uy whon ib
Wy gbruek Dy tho Solor gar i3 oa olad 400 foeet wount of Sthe weah
cassing -track swltol =t rel L, o Bo eatinsted that the speocd
o Bis train at she Tize of 4 oollision was 10 opr 12 niles
67T BOUT.

Hotarmon Andre « o sroon loe L7 gzased bhat whon nroache
ing Ydpond e wo. on oo oLt 3, exweching to be flagged for
pagzengere b it atuti . on, Tuo rot beilag flagged ant avrriving at
B peint vhere e sould oo 81 ok was eloar for sore dlotaneo
Boyond the aoat gwiter, he sburnd o 0 40 zeme Deoessary worlk on
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tha gaooline engine, He stated that e wna looking for train

Ho. 174 at shiz gtation bub as he was two mimben late and he

gould 2eo hoyond $he wead svitehy he eoncluded that it had not
attanstel e @eich Valuont, ¥While standing, awlng to the éhnpo

of she roof of the osr, he wap abls %o ses the Lok aheud Tfor a
oatanes of only about H00 foaot, Ho 314 not ses freizht train

Hoe 174 umtil just befors ths collislon. s trein woo rumning et
about 30 miles ger ‘our wnc he dld not bave time o ayply the
relos op shul off b engine,

¥hsn trein Hos 174 a prosched Valmont the hend brakeman wus
viiing on shée ilob of the engine, and ag the vraln come to @ stop
he Jmepted of? ant adarged chend to flag She pesssngesr drain. He
had song a diatanes of ouly alws 80 feat when bz wia eonpelled to
Yoo ws the Seosk 3o aweld boony struck By the pasienger fiain. He
shatad stat o 214 no% have 3 rel flegz and torpedosn as re-uired
Ly the mules of the Unlon “aoifie Halleoad and that he 4id nob

huve Sime 5o us down torpodcos. & witness of the accident

statay shat A-n i frodsht seeln goma 36 o ghop the uwsor onp
e sasalng over Lhe wost snilbosh of the passing vr ok and st the
ansinoer only ad slse o rovevse his epzine and atart 4o boek up

e T ¥ Y]
et i Lonin mmas  sAruck.s

Fule Ho. @ of $hv Oplon Foelfie Hailroad Coo-any rends as
follaws:

YAt oot iang o late boltmen bealns of dilforongh
glsises she ipfecior Loodin mmab Sake the siaing ang”
algar &1 aureior Yradin ab lecst Tlyes simites, and
meet ull intg 8le | 4oing vhen sreotionbles. IP aeecse
sozy 60 Back in, the trsin mugh first de protectod as
Jreseribed by ¥ale 99, unlesg othorwise provided.”

Thils zeolient -wmp caused by the fallure of the apew of
frelghs tinia Ho. L% so obecrve this rule. This Sruin loft
Boylder Junction, ".3 mlles fron Valmout, only sewven minutes
halore she » syenger Srain was dus at Velmont, end without orders
af'foeting the i e of that tralns Under the apsed restristion
of S0 ullsr por hour for frolshi tzalng, 4t wap lLmpossible for
#his tealn o e oh Tulromt an: 20 in on the size traek flveo
miiutaﬁ bafore the japsanzger truin was due, s o virvod by the
TRl

It ap earg $lav 1% 12 o occomom svyactien for fLoelght Lyains
o Tl Se olzap pascenger bzaln No. 171 five mimngan as rooulred
cz rulec. A rooer pogord Por the safedy of tyain opovabion

Tha b o beakemen an? the firemsn on traia Ho. 174 ssabod
Lok Shew gallon abzoption to the faoehd that thore wns not il l-
glent fi.n toe re @) Tilnont in time to glear for Nos 17%, Wb
v eir yarasingo vore a. .arently fumoersd by the coaduocter and enzing-
mafe <n@sa o lgyoen aryre Jdirsetly ressoneible for this ascident
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and bhere ¢.nt he no excuse for asuch dereliction of Auty,
All the spployeos inrelved 'n this acoldond swore exyed=-

lenged men ond Hone oF T wes on duty contrary to any of the
provisione of the lwurs of serviae laws

—_——



