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Xa re invest ligation of eeeidest oa the Onion F&sifie 
Bailroad at Vulnont, Colorado, February XX* 1915* 
Dn frefcruary 11* 1513, there waa a head»ea& collision bet won 

a -«ir0ft&ger train a freight train on the Union Pacific Rail
road st VoXiseiit* Colo*, resulting la the injury of 5 paaaetusera 
and 3 *apl<jyeejj# 

After iznregtiga. ion of this eeoideat* the Chief Inspector 
of Safety Ap^liaaa^ reports m follows* 

Tjte Boulder Srenoh of ihe ̂ nlon ?aeif io Railroad on .vLieh 
~hia <k«eioant occurred Is is sl.igla traele l&set end trains are 
erated en thia breach raider th© train order ©ystem* ^h© trains 

Involved in this oalllaicn W J I © outbound ptteeeagatr TO tor-ear 
Ha, 2st runniag ea tvttia Bo* 171, «ai eastbound freight train 
flta* X74 # consiatlrm of aa ̂ a^ise, 5 ears ant a e&boose* Conductor 
2u£*5eX end Motorona &ad3r© a aere in oh&rg© of ferula Ho* 1711 vftiah 
ruuc free: Brl^Iitea to Moulder, Coruiuotor MltoheXX $as! Snginertaa 
Co^piofe T»re in charge of frei^Lb traia Po« 174* i?hioh runs from 
Boulder to £e&ver« 

'̂tae eolXl^ioa occurred ibotit 400 feet ~mt of the ̂ e«t 
passing track awi&oh st T-\lrj3ut8 cm a t̂ vo*d«gree revorae eurve 
r*ad oca slight f i l l * At tliiu oint there is & one pea* oejst 
gr#de de&aeadiag to^ri t:.*» 'cs>i« fh© traek is straight f o r about 
t'fo gills*; enet of Til^ctit jaiai-^ track* Approaching the ,;oint 
"-feer* the a a oi lent oecuT""'. 5- 4c,s gomtble to see aoro ti-an 
700 feet in either iii"ecsica v'ins ; 1 ^he curvature of tho trick 
end on aocoujftt of troew tn h:i*.''- - r ^ shseuri&u the rievr* 

0& tho Morning of tt^ >IC;I>^K& _«oi$ht trails Ho« 174 left 
Boulder Junction s«t OiSS, one o'ic snd 33 aiaates late* ^h© 
uiatmnea frou douluer Juris >o Tilnont i s 3#3 silXea» aal Wo. 
171 l a luo at T'laont in u ̂ * Ga thie Use the s?eed of 
freight troina 1$ ross i j i v 'J Kilea per hour ass& of jao*-
confer tnlaa to SO mi jxir* Conductor Siitohell of No* 
174 atated te&at hi,«i tr .in ; c"i 'ibout 300 foot »*/eat of tho 
-mmlng zrtxch 9^40 ,J« L* -»r.' a s started to baok up wfeon i t 
uftH* s&ruok hy tho ssotor o«r n a olat 400 fe<r& west of the *ae@t •Ttssin̂ -track evvltoh at * Ho ogtiiaeted that the speed 
of Iila tmia at zhs : l : o of ^ collision was 10 or 13 sill©® i3er hour. 

^Ofesman %idr® ? 4f iv^^a lio. 171 etosted tfeat/̂ iioa ô proaoh-* 
lng Vni;-vont -ia wa.> cjn .'l'.r. j, &:r)ectius to be flagged for 
V&eaensar* **t thut stuti *-'u~ r*o& bsiag fl^^ged ^rrlvin^ at 
a *>oiat 'there he «ouid _.t»o tf,-v :r^ok was el^ar for ̂ or?e 3iotaneo 
beyond tha ̂ /oat swito^., lie s&^nd 4* to do S O B G aeeeee^ry vz-orte on 



fclw g&soiiaa ongtse* Ha atat&d that he rcaa loo&lng far train 
Ho. 194 at thia station but oa fea m® two &inutets lata and be 
aouid 3&® boyoa4 t5bo ae&t ryltah* be eenoludad that it had not 
att«n?tai!i to iwich Taluont* Wail© standing* owing to she anapa 
of tho roof of tha ear, h© ms abla ta A E A tn© tmoR abend for a 
jiatanae of only about 300 faot* Ho did not sea freight train 

174 until Just before- tha collision* &ts train ma running at 
about 30 mien .paa* 'aur ana H A D I D not have tine to a^pl7 tha 
br*>Kos or shut off tha angina* 

Vfhsn train Ho. 174 a pro seised Tulmoat the hoad braheaan •me 
vidiss on tiie 13 ot of tho engine, and as the train oo&e to a stop 
he Jatjpted off sal started cftaid to flag tha passenger train* Ho 
h&'-i gone a distance of 'mly abou^ 60 faat 'ahen h# WR8 ooapallod to 
1©-.T0 tba tmok v svolu being stm&te by th© paaieoftor train* Ha 
©Satod t?-AT m D I D not hav** a r«M flag and to?pa£o*o as re uirod 
$y the ruiaa of th? Union - xolfle Saiiro^D and that Sa A I D not 
hura Oi^a ta ;us down torpodooa, A v/itnoao of the accident 
atafvi :hati Ova t?»-j froiafct train «a»a to a stop tho wsor oar 
-v&a jaa^LTG ovate tjw ,jw»st ev.itoh of ths pas&ing tr ok And tnat tha 
engineer only nad si/ie reverse hi a angina and start so k-icft up 
V5'.>»n M a trnin was 8tru&&« 

Sula of the Onion Pacific i*ailroa4 Co.-̂ any reads as 
follows; 

"At noting p lata bat", seen trains of different^ 
oiaiftea 3ho inferior tr-in rata* Sale® the aiding ancT 
alaa? tlT* superior tnin at lariat fiva mimtm$ ami 
ratst ull into tie . IJIO»j '-"ben .practicable* If neces
sary to baofc in, una tmia m $ t first be protected aa 
^reaoribed b y rule t9 f unleaft otherwise provided** 
2bis aociijont *ma a&uae<i by tba fallura of the arcs of 

frel £HI. train #o. to obsorva thia rule* Tbi$ tr-iia laft 
Boulder Junction* railea froa Valaa-nt# only aavea isinut©@ 
befor© the J nsangar train .VTIA du© at Vklnontj wi&hout orders 
affoatiag the ti; a cf that train* &ndor the sp^ed restriction 
of SO alio.* per t<our for freight tz^lns, it -me ijapoaaiblo for 
this tsraln to ra ah Tr.l̂ ont an^ 3 0 in on the oiae track fivo 
ailnutati before tho paas^sger train wâ i du©» as re^uirou by the 
rulo# 

I T up e«ra tLa ̂  it ia a action ̂ raotiao for fj^i^ht trains 
tc fill TO el^nr paa^enser train So* l?l fivo laimitas a@ required 
t>y rul«^« A , ru'cr regard for the safety of train operation 
on y< ia roa>i '̂ ouia ra ir© th-a this rula ba strictly obdarrad« 

^ h Q t 'o brdceisan ani t h e firoaan on train rCo. 174 abated 
i i t u t th '-y aallnu at 3 01)tion to the fact that thora waa not auffi-
oiefit ti„jo to r© al- 7 >2~̂ ont in time to elonr for Ko* 171, but. 
. vAv v/ai-*ningo ?oro a-, -oi-antly i'̂ nored by the c/nductor and engine-
man* ihaoa on-loyaea are directly re^^onaibla for thia ̂ ocident 
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ana %h®z® e:.n bo m asousa for such dsroliotlon of duty, 
All tho a&ployaea Involved n thia aaoidont wore esyer-

lenae** i«d none of t&vw %t«^ ©a duty contrary to any of tha 
proirtaiasus of th© houra of sarvloe las/* 


