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Afxer fuvestigstlon of tbis seildent, the Ohlef of Sho Divi-
sion of Sefesy Yeporbe es follove:
. *his aceident gooirred on the Menhathen Hyszed of
She Kansas Divieton, & single-gTack 1ine oper-5od By Sue-
Sable and trefs onieres The tyeck fo lafd with SD-pound
rells, 50 foeb in length, wish adous 18 or XY Sies wnley
sadh wiil, end hus & 4ire roedbed. mnmﬁxmumm
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"bridge wpeaning thio eresk h;mlwm nm. n\uu
Juridge, 100 feeb 1x lenghh. The spprosey’ .
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af the rallvcat for & amm,mmmmumm
mmwmnmuammymmwm the
betoge, smptying fnte the Big Blue Hiver, vhiek &ms 200
foat north of She Srsok of the mailvsad at tBis poine.
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Teathound Srain Ho. 979, o motor paneenger tralinm,
eopeisted of mOUEY pussengor esr 12 ant dtrzailer 4, in the
order named, the trailer haing 3 sombination mall and Yage
gage eare This freis wos in oberges of Jondustor Niitile
and Hoterman Warres. I3 loft Bashattan at Tr00 a8, me, o2
Shme, and at adbout A se me woo derailed &% She wssteyn énd
of ghe bridge, while Yravelling ab o spesd of Debween 20 and
28 viles on bours

The {nvestly - ticn developsd thet durinz the night
thers had Bess 2 very heuvy reinfull in the Serritory dralned
Wy Favey Creel apnd 3tz trlwutaries, the suount of »ein whieh
fell in sems plooes belng 25 such se § fnohes In sbout 18
bourse Thisz cauved s zapld »loe in the water In ¥anoy Urvel,
romulilog in the wushing sway and wadersiaing o she weabern
bonk of shy oresk, bogzluning 2% 2 polnt sbowk 20 foed south
of the brldge ond iucluding aboud 50 ferdk of the western apw
proseh ¥ Lhe ense, Lleaving ke bles and ralls, Bogoibher =i%h
some of Ybe Sop of she 111, suspended in ke alr, praventing
$he untorman fron seeing the dapger in sime @ avart the de-
cldents The track gave way af% Phis point under the welight of
the passanger sar, whiah plutged 18to the evesk, its feyward
ond aoming ¢ rost om the hoitom, with the resr end lseniug
anprinst she western plev. The ccubination ger 414 A0t lseve
the Bridges

Hotornen Farren atabed that he had ot nolleed any
bizh wntor in any of the arsehs uptil Teactdpg She polnt vhers -
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Faney Oroek ran parallel «ith the railivoal sragk, a2 shord
dlotangn east oF the Brldge. 8¢ thes saw that the wuler in
the areok mas four ov olz oot Ligher than asunl, bYus 4ld
Bsot ses anyshing =pong ap bis Syain meersd the Bwridge. The
rafls ond tlog weet of the brdidge were in please and thore was
pobbing imdionting thad She approsch had deon Undermined, He
stated thut when She acoidend comirred tus tealn was drifsing,
the surrent Ravlng been shut off Just before they senched the
tridges He also stahaed that ke 414 not heve bime to ayply the
siy bdrakes.

The statements of both Motoymes Warpen snd Conductor
Ealttle Indlented 3has slthougd thevs hed Been raln o8 Maphatw
ten during the aluhs, thoy Bad not thowght 4% sufficlient to
regult in dangere. Oopducbor Fnittle statad that he knew poe
thing of she Jevsilpment, his Iirst moviedge of anpthing wrong
voing ~heén $ho oor went Into the wntere Af this Bime Yo wns
standing on She boblonm b, comtoving the paintall wish whet 1%
Bad beon in Monbatban, He sfzbed that 38 414 mob look %o him as
12 shere Bed bean ss mueh rvain 56 Buadeloh as at Banhabten,

Bagtlon Foresan Sell etoted %hol be pasead over the
bridge the evenlng befors the asoident, at shiok time Ghw
water in She eresk woe lov, Thevre was aipn duetng the nighs,
but nothing excesslive, “hmm st réing out im She moyning, be
went to the wesBarn eng oF biz gestlon, «8 be m&&mﬁ $hat
£o be the maast dungercus Jerd of ibs I Rsver acwrmﬁ %o him
to g0 to the bridge ower Paaey Oraek, as theoye had never doem -
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any trouble at thad poindé in the sieven yours ke had boen on
the sestion. Ha further stnted thah in June, 1913, the water
had ﬁmm the botton of thsy brddpe, akile fn 1908 the walmy
wae sver the traek, 48 nelther of these Simes dad eny froudle
bean ocgunloned and he hod never geem any indle sion of the
aveck ouiting swey the banks Uo further stoted that theve

wore 10 bridges on 4i» segtieon and Lhet he eonsidered the bridge
over Famey Uresht %o be the mufend of any of thume

Brddon Sapervioor Jungling stated that all heldges
wore inspeeted semd-ammally, this inspestion sbraoing tbhe
magonry sbutoents for she deteotion of wraoks, asttlomente,
e%a., and alov debraeing the #teol work, tles mad approschés,
The bridge ovey Fungy Oresk was inspeated in the fires pard of
Gotobar uwbd, width the szgeption of a few Qiva whioh Doedesd ro-
Plmaing, 1% woe found bo DO In perfoet sonditiun,

Ge Wa Bislen, Asslotent Dngineer of Halntensnae,
shated $hes at the Inspection of the Weddge made in the flust
prrs of Ootober, the only mote made By kin somaexning 12 desls
widh some Plprap surk whieh wae to W l.oked inbo the coming
year, Boe atatsd thet whbille Shere were no Indioudions of any
danger, T as 3 yoauls of this inspestion 1% had besn doolded
that sonsider-tlon he given fo the (uibtiag ia of szome riyran
showld the sgeeslon waryeny 15. The szisting conditicns 4id
rot eppeel %o osed atfonbion tumedistely and wo y@ﬁm@éatim
S0 thab effeet wes madis. He alse stated Shat SHis Plorsp work
would probably have been done withim 30 faef or so of the bridge,
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83 1t was not Sho 20liuy of the rallirosd to do wrk of this
shersabor of? the right oF way, umnlens it wes eonsllezred dbat
there wna grest 4anger of the danke belng out away ab & greuter
distenge them 5O feet fram She traoke

Be La Buntloy, Olief Mm shated Bhat the abule
menty and sub-atpugture of She Weidge Mad been In place for
30 posre, A grest des) of hizh woteyr had bLeen oyperienosd in
This interval, parbticularliy la 1808, when the eastomn approzol
vua wnshed avaye Alter the F1o0ds of thie yser, very sarsful
faspections were gade of all the beyritory affedded and there
wapre a0 iodfestlons that Shere wee enythilng 3be matler with
the bridge apaspndnz Foanoy Crael, or that any alterations or
ebanges wore pSeadsd, He sb-ted $hat hiagh watier had Doop og
cepianaed b different Simen singe 1903 and ths¢ Inapeotions
affer bhese floods hud Pailed o dlucloge anything “Tohg.
Engineer Buntley further stubed thse in Me opfelon She very
koavy reiufsil {8 she Sesctiory dynined by Fanoy @rechk yesulted
ia a2 raoh of wnbey wileh struel shw woetern bank Just ahove the
nelige wldh anevsh foroe Lo aneh 1% aweys The water wo then
apfiested st vight angles So Lhe agprosel on the wosteyn end
of Bhe brldse and resuilicd in she foreaticn of an eddy, whioch
coused the embaniment on the south alde of the track 3¢ elip.
The stobemens oF the ghisd sngipeer «wmld seo %0 e surperted
by She faod %had Ehe i v 314 hot wordk 3%z way through She apw
grongh, & part of the apnra~ob on the norsh aids of the track

(
#8111 belng iataot.
From the stirftonents of the moadpasteyr and coohlon -
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foreman, 1% appasred that it sma oualewpery %o bave e seatlions
pen potrol the Yondk whenever thore wad exceasive raln ani thab
in thla omee there had been =o unusual raln fin this fomediate
vicinity and no pairol weg made dupring ihe nizbt.

The 2zent st Hanhatten shated thet there had beon
1-1/9 inehan of rain ab that peint 1z the 34 houys ending ab
T:00 aame, Ostalor 18%h, while at Ulay Cender, near the hoad
watars of Ymuey Oreek, & inshes of rajn had failen »ithin the
24 bours soding at TIO0 n.ne, Ottoder 14%h, Informetion was
aloe paeslved By the agend ot Faondeloh Thut ab Gtter Oreei,

& or 7 miles from Randolph, 5 1oshes of reln fell from noom
ef the 10th wntll she vorning of the ldth.

The last ratn %o unos over BEis bridse previous %o
the agelident weo o frelght Svaln vhich pressd af about 9830
Paille Bhe atght bBefores. The gretr of this train stated that thepy
413 not notles say high water In the eveok at ok wime,.

Phis esoident wee csused by the snablsg sway and
underninisy of the mestern bank of Panay Oresk, begimaing at a
sodns abous 20D foet from the Bbridge snd extendine to and in-
sinding ahout 50 feet of She wesSern appraneh 3¢ the bBrldge.

he invostipetlon indiouted thut this wes eaoused Wy
a rarid rios in tho water in Faney Orselk, due t- oxcecelve rain-
fall in the Zerritory drained by Shic ervelky 'The Lrldge and its
apprdaches bed Been imsvected resently and everytidng fount do
be in fivet-olnas condidion, the undersining oF the wentern ADe
ppoceh having Heen dne o ponditioms whleh oculd mot huve Deen
asblisisated, _
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