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©» 9*fcoher I6 t 1919* there l*ft a *e**&j8*igb Of a 

fcaadeipb, £aitft f̂eldh reealted in tho death «* U ***»> 
oeagor* aad fib* Utltttf of 41 $e«eotigers sad $; eaQ&oyee** 
Aft** !ar*#big®tlieft ox tfcio eaaldentt ite M « f of tbo fitvi-
eiofl of Safety r*gorfce no followe* 

thia aeeidesb eooarred on ta* tfeabattaa Brsnoh of 
tbo Seaeaa trivieioa, a e4a«ie~$raefe tig* oaej^ted by *&o>* 
table aad braia e*der«» ffee traak to laid wltb ^poaai* 
raUo, so foot ia ioAgtfc* with about ** tiea aader ' 
oath will, and a*» * dirt roadbed, deraiiliiieat ooWveo 
at tbo weeter* end of a triage e$*a»4ag pr*ehft «*e*' 
third «f a all* oaat of Soodolplw fft# l^ft'W oaoa old* of 

? i," i >* ' * • * • r'' ^ . 
tha brides $o m a taagea* fe* a ooaaidorabio diet***** tho 
tttidgt apaanlas tale ereojfe ie a adagle*09«a* giteel trtteg 

jtaidge* 100 foot 1* length* the w$w>mWM tha bri4&* oa 
ho wootoya aido io u difet f&ll of ei&hr olMt 10 foot 

W do^ti* SQO foot m&m f««t'w4do it to»» toko? - '• 
Creefe yaaa f|ro» oaot to te*$t aoffiriy ̂ ovillet ^ith aha traok 
of tho raU«oad for a abort eJU&afieo* and tlMft' isaleeo am abrapt 
tura to tho right at soarly right aagloo aad gooSleidor tho 
bridgo( «B$tyiftg iato tho Big 8lao %lrory whioh^to^aboat m® 

foot aorta of tho traoh of tho railroad at th&o poiat* 



Wostaoafid train ffo« 9?9t a aster neaseagor train, 
esasisted of moser pssgN^er «s*r la sad toiler 4> in the 
order &m*&, the trailer being a oetibSttaaioa mail sad hs#* 
gage ear* This traia «me ia etouefo of eeafiuotor Saifctle 
aad mtamm w&rroa. It left Kaaaattsa at Vtoo a* &», oa 
tlso, efc abowfe *r30 m* «&• derailed *fc tso oBatoan end 
of the Md*;4 t traveling at & sgeod of hot^oa and 
S0 ails* «a boar* 

the i&*eatl«£ -tiea dovaia^ &a&t during tho aigat 
there aaa hsea » rory heavy rainfall ia tho territory drained 
by F&aoy C^mk sad its tributaries, the suauat a* rsia whioh 
foil la $$g£@ i*laoetf b@iag m&U aa S iaohea ia *hout I S 
hours* $ his eaused s »pid rise ia the untev to funny §rrofe# 

resulting ia fche washing sway sad Me£&iala£ of the «ssb»»a 
hunt of th* ereefe* s©$lgBi&i ** » aoiaft ®a©u% aea too* south 
of the bridge sad laoiudiag &hoat § 0 foot of tho mmvm ay 

pmmzb to th® ana** lo&vias th© ttoa aad uralis, aogothor ̂ ith 
sosa© of the top of th© fill, suspended la tho sir* smsnaiag 
tho ejotoiaaa froa seeing tho danger la time to *v«rt tho ae~ 
eideat* ifho traofe gave way at this ;?olat aador tho weight of 
the fsssoagor oar, «t&ea ̂ lumgod iota the ejesofe*. its forward 
end ooaiai to rost oa tao *ott&ay *lth tho xm$ oad leaning 
«5Plast the western pi*&?# th« «ea££aatlaii os&r di& not l&&ve 
the brid&e* 

Siotorasa Warrm stated ftaa* ho aad not aotiood s&y 
blfh wntor la any of the or#«fe# until roasftiag tho point ̂ fcers -



y&aey exam ran $sr&iisi **ita the railroad traofc, a short 
&l$&mm east ar t&* arid®** &® them mm %M th© m&m ia 
the eroefc *sa four m sis feet higher then usual* hut did 
aot &m eaythiag osuag s* bis ts-aia needed the aridse* The 
rails and tiae wees of the hridge «"er» ia ̂ iaee sad there woo 
acthlog ladiostiag tha t the frepaeaaa heft aeon ua&ef&l&es* Be 
stated that î usa the aooidoufc ©oour»s& the treia ts&s driftiat# 
th* eurroat unviag h«a m& off just before they yeaehed the 
bridge* H© also stated that ho did aot here tla* to apply tho 
sir hra&ea* 

state&ests of both Sgetarasa Wsxrea aad Conductor 
KttHtlo ittdtaatefl that although there heft seen rota at Maahat-
tim during th©' night* they had ao t thought it sufficient to 
result Sa danger* i&nduotar xa i t t l * statod that he taaw as* 
thing of the dsraitoat, hi* first fcno*?i©d$o of anything wmm 
being #hoa the ô r *ea* lata tho *u««r* At this «taa hs mo 
storing oa tho b#t£om *t*v «<w^isg tao rainfall slaa aftat I t 
had &s©a la atsahattea* *u* stated taat it did aot loafe t& hi® a# 
if thoro hsad boom as much r&la oa Bsa$ai|»h so at i&aahottaa* 

gsetiaa Storca&s '*ejl et̂ tod that hs $ase*4 orer the 
bridge tho evening aafforo tao aooidoat* at s?hioa time the 
onto* ia the ereofe w«a ia-*# Sĥ ro m o rsia dsteia® tho ai&fct* 
but ootbiag oaEoeoalve* tvnon st rtigff oat ia tho ssaraiag* ho 
wont to tfes uoaaeapa m& of his »stioaf so ho oaasidorod that 
to he the mo&t duaaorotts part of it* Zt asror socurred to bin 
to to to the bridge owr Ifaaoy Crssk, so there hod never hooa -



aay trouMo at that point im tna eleven year* fee baa been aa 
the aeation* 8a farther stated that in Juno* 191S, the mter 
had roeeneg the bottom of th® brtago* uMlo ia ISO*? the writer 
woo over the braefe* At neither of theoa eltseo had any trouble 
bean oeo3 slotted m& ho had novo? aooa any indie bloa of tho 
oroolE eubtiag amy the bmafe* So fartb#r ggated that that* 
wore 10 bribes oa bis aootlon aad that he eoa&ider&d the bridge 
over Faaoy OSMwfc to ho tho mtsm of any of thost* 

M d g g Supervisor Jtogglllic abated that all bridge* 
wore iasfjeeted aeBl*aa3^Uyt this lajspeabioa eBsbr&elâ  the 
mssoary iftgttttttto for tho 4otootioa of erae&e, aettl«eatet 

oto** aad $lm ^br^oSM the oteei wort» tie© aad qeprgaohog* 
the brld&a oyer ?aaoy fireot *e» iaopeoted ia she first part of 
October aad* vita tho esoaptiea of a fow tioa waleh needed re~ 
pl&oiag* It mm found to be ia perfect ooadltiaa* 

g* v« M S I O B * aoeiotaat iagiaeor of Slaiaten&noe, 
stated that at the iftopeetioa of the hrldgo aeado in the firat 
p&rt of October* tho only note aad* by him enaeeniiag 1$ escalt 
with soste riprap <8orts 'ssaieh wo* to bo l<-oM lato the eosiag 
ytsor* B© atated shut while there isoro ao iadiontloaa of any 
danger* yet a* a reault of thia laopeotloa It had: been decided 
that ooasider̂ tioa bo given to the putting ia of aomo riprap 
afeoaia the occasion warrant it* the eslebl&g eoadlgioge aid 
not oô oar to mm atteatloa ignagtately aad m regeasa»4a*io*i 
to that effect woe m*ie* So aloo stated that thle riprap wxt 
asatld eroeably have been .lone -#ithl& SO foot or a© of the bring©* 



-0-

m it m® aot she 20-lioy ef tao gailasad to da aaife of this 
oharsater off tho rt&fet «r my$ unions ia sas eo&sl&oired that 
thero ana grost danger of tao asa&o being oat sm& at o greatar-
distance th?<a §0 foot mas tho traofc* 

»* Suatloy, Ohiof ̂ agiiieor, stated that the shut-
meat® sad sub-Mruoture of tho Bridge hod aeon ia plaee for 
3^ yei&srtu & groat deal of iiigh wnte* had been orperieaoed ia 
this iatorr&it psrtieaisriy ia i m f whoa tao eastern aapwsoa 
» s wsy* Aftf-r tho floods of thia year, very oarsfni 
inspections wara m&m of all tho tomtory of footed aad th&re 
^ero ao iadie&tion® that th#ro w»s saythiBg tho ttatter ».vith 
tao bridie sgmaniag Fancy Creak, or that say altev»tiofts or 
©hsag©s oaro ue#d«d# Hs st-teg that sith water tesd bosa 
^oriaaooa «* different tl&es nine* W OM that iaapeetioaa 
aftor those floods h«d fail©4 to dî olaae saytuiaii was* 
Saglae** Haafclsy farther stated that in M s opinion th© very 
asttfy rslafail ia tho territory dvaiaaa ay r«aoy £yeete results 
Sa a rush of wstor «&lo& atruer ôst̂ ?a fesa& |uat saova tho 
bri-Sge **i*n snouts fern© to JUS): it easy* Tho water M^S then 
dafioatod at right sastee to th® 0£$*9**a~ oa the aaatara sad 
of th© bridge sad yeouitod ia tao formation of aa eddy, %bioa 
«&usod tho dabftatassat oa th* south side of tao traok to slip* 

stoteaoas &f %h» a&î i* eaglaeer ̂ oal4 sows to he supported 
by tho fsoa that tha* *wst T 3id tm m&s its way through th© sp~ 
^roaoh, a j?sirt of ehs sŷ xv̂ oa cn the aw&h side^ tho tjraa* 
still bsiat ifttsot* ' 

twzm th® statements of tao roadaastsr sad seotloa 



rereosga, 1 * appeared that It m o euetoaafy to have a aootiea* 
mn patrol too traefe whtt&wer there woo or̂ easire raia aad that 
la thia oao# tfeero had haes so aau^al rata ia thia toediate 
vdoinity aad as patrol made dariag tho alght* 

IPbe «goat at tatfeattaa stated that there hoi heoa 
1*1/3 laches of mia at that poiat la tho PA hoara eadiaa at 
7s oo &«m» f October X6bfc» vahilo at dlay eeat^r, aear tho head 
votare of Fsaey @roo #̂ & is*ehe# of raia had fallen withia tho 
id hoar® os4i&$ at 7s 00 a#*a*f October l&th* lafoxisatioa mo 
aloo received by tho â eafc at jfcndalsa that a* Otter Creek, 
d or 7 milm frea Baadolpfc, 9 laohoa of rata fall freaa aoon 
of tho icta aatll tho ssoraiag of tho Idbfc* 

fho last &oia to 900a ovor tkti bfiana flvevieae to 
tho aooidont m& a freight trala ̂aioa faeoed at aliout «t3G 
?*a* tho nî ht aefore* The erew of bhi# trala etata* that they 
41a act notice «ay high water ia the ereafe at that tiao. 

fai* eeeideat we oauood by tho we&tsg 
«ador®talâ  of the liters baa& of fanay 0r#e$sf hasiaaiag at a 
$®%m ®hm% SOU foot froa the ferine aad ostaadiai to aad ia* 
olutiing about 8a foot of tho ̂ euterm approach to tho ariogo* 

£he iataotlgistloii tadiaated taat thia w eaugetf by 
a r*$td rise la tho water ia faaey Creole, doe to excessive rsia* 
fall ia ta« territory &r&£aaa hy tfeio oreek* Jbe bri%® aad Ita 
oopffoaohoo Md beea ia®$eet#d recently aad ovorythias feand to 
he is first-claw eeadltloa* the ̂ adessEiaiag of the w#at©rs 
eaeaeh hwiag fy®m to ooaditlomo which eoala: act ĥ ro b̂ en 
eiSfticl̂ ted* 


