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INTERIIATE COMMERCE COUMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF N ACCICENT VFIZH OCCUIRED ON THE
UNICN PACIFIC RAITROAD AT OCCWEE, NEB , ON
SEPIEMZER 9, 1%z24

Jctober 18, 1824

10 the Commission

Cn September 2, 1934, there vas a rear-end colli-
g1on batween two nixed trains on the Union Pacific Rail-
Tcad at Oconee, Neb., which resulied in tvhe death of one
employee, and the 1injury of twWo passengers and Che eX-
OTre8B WIBBENgET

Locaticon ond methoa of operaticn

Thie accaident occurred on the Lorfolk -Zranch of the
Neoraaka Division, a single-track line extending beiween
Colurbus and Lorfolk, ¥eb., a aistance of 5C.« milles,
over which traine are operated by time-zable and itrailn
orders, no biock-signal system being in use. The pcint
of accident was ~1thin vard lirits 3,043 fect west of
the east yard-lirit board  Beginaing at the yard-limlt
board ana proceeding westwara, taere ars 1,585 feet of
tangent followed by a curve of 4C to the right 1,524
feet 1n length, the acciaent vecuarring on the curve
about 136 fest from 1ts leaving end. Tae graae 15 prac-
tically leval for = consigeracle distance. The view of
the 20int oFf accaident 15 resztrictza to acout 600 feet

1e xeather was clear at the *i1te of the accident,
which ocourred atv about 7 233 a

descristion

Westbound second-class ~mixed trala No 77 consilsted
of 40 freight cars, 1 combilnaticn waill ano oJagpage Car,
and 1 coach, haulea oy erglnes =04 and 412, and was 1n
cnarge of Conductor Larson and Fnginemen Cassell and
Jones This trata left Columous, vhich 1s also the last
open office, ¥ 4 miles frown Oc¢onee, at 6 35 a.m ,~ on
Time, 7nade a c£top en route and arrived atv Ocozee at 7 10
a.m., 30 Trimates late on 1ts schednled aeparting time
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While standing at the station the rear end of the train
was struck by train No., 79

Westbound second-class mixed train No 79 consisted
of 23 freight cars, 1 combination ma1l and baggage car,
and 1 c¢oach, hauled by engine <13, and was 1in charge of
Conduc tor Wardle and Engineman Loshpaugh. This train
left Columbus at 7.00 a.m., on time, and collided with
the rear end of train No. 77 at Oconee nhile traveling
at a speed variously estimated at from 5 to 18 miles an
hour

The rear end of the coach in train No 77 was de-
ralled and considerably damagea ¥hile the combination
car was entirely deralled Engine 412 w~as derailed but
was not seriously damaged., The employee killed was a
student brakeman on traia No 7%

Susary of evidence

Corauctor Larson, of train No. 77, said he heard
train No. 79 appreoaching working steam, thought 1t was
moving vhrough the yara at too high z rate of speed,
and started across the 1neide of the curve in an en-
deavor to signal the engineman to stop, but was unable
to do s0, the c¢ollision occurring while the train was
moving at a speed of 5 or 10 miles an hour Flagman
Wolfe sai1d he was unloaaing merchandise from a car at
the rear end of the train when he aeard train No. 79 ap-
proaching and he said he first sa¥ 1t when it was gbout
15 car lengths distant, moving at a speed of about 13
miies an hour; he did not think 1t would be able to stop
tut ran towara 1t giving stop signals He sald the
brakes on train No 79 were applied, the engine reversed
and sanders opened, but that 1t collided with his own
traln while moving at a speed of about 5 miles an hour

Roadmaster 3ennettson sald he was following tralin
No. 77 with his gasoline speeder and stopped about three
raxl lengths from the rear of that train at Oconee He
was standing 15 or 30 feet from the rear of train No 77
#hen he heard the engine of train No. 7% whietle for the
station and when the engine came 1n sight apout 700 feet
distant he thought 1t was working steam  After the
train haa traveled about 100 feet farther the engineman
shut off steam and he thought that 1t was at this time
that the engineman first saw train No. 77 ahead of him
He estimatsd the speed of train No. 78 at about 13 miles
an hour when 1t passed him



Tngincman Lochbaugh, of traxn No, 73, sald an alr-
Urake test was nace o=iore CepaTuing frca Columbus and
that he raas bPis 1.irsy =zmolicatior of the alr brakes
when agproaching the vora-Llrit board at Ocones, tThis
¥e.s a 6 or "-pcuad rar. .T1on, Tale at a speed of 20
miles an asar deg twrn vi.otled for the staticon and al-
loved e t-tin to dzTifw &nlie o oaas lcoking for train
Jo 77 Jusi alber whistlang for a hirhway crossing he
sa% the roacmastse witn Lis pasoline speeder, thought
that scmethin, nmust be detari.ng L.im, ond placed the
Raaae 7alve 1n the emergency posliion He s&1id the
0rak =g had 100t b2en released sirge e first application
4% aoout the time he wooe the 2-:1gpemy application he
saw the wargeres <f traip No. 77 o.d tien raversed the
sngine Eoag.nedan Locubat sl furtrer sated that after
vaseing the yevrd-Li.o 0% hoaTd he noa vecn looking through
the grove of treczs on U insize of the curve 1n an en-
deavor to locate tr.in Lo w7 apo thoaght he had his
Taln unget sich co..t -0l that he cculd stop 1t at any
ront  Ergirecon Ic.nba.ch statea thet the alr oprakes
Worked satislacturily, thit he kaew tue crew of train
¥o 77 Cid mout have to protect taeiTr train by flag, and
accepted full respo~aib:?4v for ithe accident

Fireman Lilson practicaily corrojerated the state-
mente of Tngineran Lochbauch and added that the first
he knew cof anvtiing wrong was when the engineman made
the secor? = plination of the air brakxes Fireman Wil-
s0n troicht ~te speed approaching the station was a 117T-
tle higher than usual and said he did not think that
N1s train couid have stopped at the station due to the
fact tnat the engineman did not begin to apply the
brakes soon snough

Conduc tor Tardle, #ho was riding in the combination
ra1l and btagsape car of train No. 72, said he felt the
glack Taa up .0 the train as 1t passed the yard-limit
coATd at e specd of about 18 miles an hour, and that he
a1d not fecel another application of the brakes until lm-
medlately prior to the occurrence of the accident The
staterente of Flagman Sheridan and 3razeman Jaworskl de-
veloped no additional factis of »rportance

Conclusions
ihis accident was caused hy the failure of train

No 79 to be unler proper control within yard limits,
for which Engincman Loshbaugh is respcnsible



Jevarel rules are involved 1in the f ailure of Engine-
nan Losheaugh to have hils train under proper control
ihe tire-tarle irnstruction limiting *the maximam speed
*1thin yard limits %0 15 miles an hoar for &ll except
first-class trains, the speed to be as much lower as oth-
er rules or conditions require, cperating rule 9i-A, Te-
quring traing TJ aporoach stdations shere the view 1s
Obscured so they can be stopped in case of emergency,
dperating rvle 83, requiring trains to move within yard
limits prepared to stGp uniless the mair track 1s KOOwWn
o be clear, and operating Tule 9¢, requiricg trains to
approach junc tiong with caution The view of the sta-
tion at Oconee 15 materially obscured, and 1n his en-
leavor to ascertain the leocation of train No. 77 Engine-
"an Loshbaugh aprareatly allowedl his own train to con-
Tuag at a higher rate of speed than was safe under the
Clroumstances, resulting in his bcing unable to bring

1t %o a stop vwhen the rtear end of traia Ko. 77 suddenly
tam= within his range of vision

1th the exception of the student brakeman of traln
¥oo 72, all of the erployees involved were experlenced
msn, and nons of them had been on auty 1n violation of
any of the provisions of the Hours of Service Law

Reapectfully submitted,
W, P. BORLAND,

Direc tor



