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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF i N ACCIDENT VFIOH OCCUIRED ON THE 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD Al OCONEE, NEB , ON 
SEPTEMBER 9 , 1 9 2 4 

October 1 8 , 1 9 2 4 

To the Commission 

On September 9 , 1 9 3 4 , there vas a rear-end. c o l l i ­
sion between tv*o mixed, t ra ins on the Union P a c i f i c R a i l ­
road, a t Oconee, Neb. , which resu l ted m xhe death of one 
employee, and. the injury of two passengers ana one ex­
press messenger 

Loca t ion rind method, of opera t ion 

This acc iden t occurred on the Norfolk Branch of the 
Neorasjca Div i s ion^ a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e extending between 
Columbus and IM or f o l k , Neb . , a d is tance of 5 0 . * m i l e s , 
over which t ra ins axe operated by t ime- tab le and t r a in 
orders , no b l o c k - s i g n a l system being in use. The po in t 
of accident was within yard l i i r i t s 3 , 0 4 3 f e e t west of 
the east y a r d - l i n t board Beginning a t the y a r d - l i m i t 
board ana proceeding westvtara, tnere are 1 , 5 8 5 f e e t of 
tangent followed, by a curve of 4 ° to the r i g h t 1 , 5 9 4 
f e e t in l eng th , the acc iaen t occa r rmg on the curve 
about 1 3 5 f e a t from i t s l e a v i n g ena. Tne graae i s prac­
t i c a l l y l t v i l f o r a cons iae rao le d i s t ance . The view of 
the po in t of acc ident is r e s t r i c t s to aoout 6 0 0 f e e t 
Tie weather was c l ea r a t the t n e of the acc ident , 
which occurred at about 7 3 3 a rr 

D e & c n o t i o n 

Westbound second-class mixed t r a m No 77 cons is ted 
of 4 0 f r e i g h t cars , 1 combination mai l ana oaggage car , 
and 1 coach, haulea oy engines <*Q4t and 4 1 9 , and was m 
cnarge oi Conductor Larson and Enginemen Casse l l and 
Jones This t r a m l e f t Colamous, Yhich i s a l so the l a s t 
open o f f i c e , ? 4 mi les from Oconee, a t 6 3 5 a.m on 
t ime, made a ctcp en route and a r r i v e d a t Oconee a t 7 1 0 
a.m., 30 minutes l a t e on i t s ?cneduled aepar t ing time 
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While standing at the station the rear end of the train 
was struck by t r a m No. 79 

Westbound second-class mixed train No 79 consisted 
of 33 fre ight cars , 1 combination mail and baggage car, 
and 1 coach, hauled by engine 413, and was in charge of 
Conductor bardie and Engineman LoshDaugh, This train 
l e f t Columbus at 7,00 a.m., on time, and col l ided with 
the rear end of t ram No. 77 at Oconee while travel ing 
a t a speed variously estimated at from 5 to 18 miles an 
hour 

The rear end of the coach in t r a i n No 77 was de­
r a i l e d and considerably damaged while the combination 
car was ent ire ly derai led Engine 413 was derai led but 
was not seriously damaged. The employee k i l l e d was a 
student brakeman on train No 79 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Larson, of t r a m No. 77, said he heard 
train No. 79 approaching working steamy thought i t was 
moving through the yara at too high a rate of speed, 
and started across the inside of the curve in an en­
deavor to signal the engineman to stop, but was unable 
to do so, the co l l i s ion occurring while the tra in was 
moving at a speed of 5 or 10 miles an hour Flagman 
wolfe said he was unloading merchandise from a car at 
the rear end of the train when he heard t r a m No. 79 ap­
proaching and he said he f i r s t saw i t when it was about 
15 car lengths distant, moving at a speed of about 12 
miles an hour; he did not think i t would be able to stop 
but ran toward it giving stop signals He said the 
brakes on train No 79 were applied, the engine reversed 
and sanders opened, but that i t co l l ided with his own 
tra in while moving at a speed of about 5 miles an hour 

Roadmaster Bennettson said he was following t r a i n 
No. 77 with his gasoline speeder and stopped about three 
r a i l lengths from the rear of that train a t Oconee He 
was standing 15 or 20 feet from the rear of train No 77 
when he heard the engine of t r a m No. 7S whistle for the 
station and when the engine came m s ight aoout 700 feet 
distant he thought i t was working steam After the 
t r a m had traveled about 100 feet farther the engineman 
shut off steam and he thought that i t was at this time 
that the engineman f i r s t saw train No. 77 ahead of him 
He estimated the speed of t r a m No. ?9 at about 13 miles 
an hour when i t passed him 



- 3 -

Engineman LiOchbaagh, of t r a m No, 79, said an a i r ­
brake t e s t was nace be fo re depart ing from Columbus and 
that he iTaae b i s u r s l s p u l i c a t i o r of the a i r brakes 
when appioaching the y ^ r d - l i i r i t board a t Oconee, th i s 
was a 6 or "-pou^d roi < / u n , made a t a speed of 20 
mi les an no or He t ier . n . , o t l e J f o r the s t a t i o n and a l -
l o r e d the t - a m to d r a f t f,a;le &z ,\as look ing fo r t r a m 
No 7? J a ^ t a f t e r w h m t l m g for a hjrhway c ross ing he 
sav. the roaanastei: witn hm gasol ine speeder, thought 
that scmethm^. n^st bo de ta in ing him, and p laced the 
Da a^e "^aive m the emergencv p o s i t i o n He said the 
orak a s had net been re^eae^d emoe "ne f i r s t a p p l i c a t i o n 
At aoout the t m s he mine the ?^ n ^ e ' i j y a p p l i c a t i o n he 
saw tne rrartters of t r am No. 77 a, d ohen r eve r sed the 
engine Engmeman Los-^baugn further seated that a f t e r 
pass ing the y e r d - l i • h o a f a he ocen looking through 
the grove of t r eas on t" a m 0 i a e cf the curve in an en­
deavor to l o c a t e t i j . m No 7'? a no tho A^ht he had h i s 
t r a m unaer s ich co^ t^o l tnat he oculd stop i t a t any 
p o m t L r g n 0"->an I<.,nVa-rh stated th- t the a i r brakes 
worked s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , tnat he knew the crew of t r a m 
No 77 rJid not ha,va to p r o t e c t tne i r t r a m by f l a g , and 
accepted f u l l r e s p o ^ T i b : 1 i t v for the acc ident 

FiTeman Wilson pract i c a i l y corrobora ted the s t a t e ­
ments of Engmenr&n Lochbaugh and added that the f i r s t 
he knew cf anvthmg wrong wa<? when the engmeman made 
the sec oi""? - o p l m a t i o n of the a i r braicee Fireman W i l ­
son thoight ""he speed approaching the s t a t i o n was a l i t ­
t l e higher than usual and said he d i d not think that 
nis t r a m couxd have stopped a t the s t a t i on due to the 
f a c t tnat the engmeman d id not beg in to apply the 
brakes soon enough 

Conductor Tard le , who was r i d i n g m the combination 
rraii and baggage car of t r a m No. 79, said he f e l t the 
slack run up m the t r a m as i t passed the y a r d - l i m i t 
board a t e speed of about 10 mi les an hour, and that he 
aid not f e e l another a p p l i c a t i o n of the brakes u n t i l im­
media te ly p r i o r to the occurrence of the accident The 
statements of Flagman Sheridan and 3rakeman Jaworski de­
veloped no a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s of importance 

Conclusions 

m i s accident was caused by the f a i l u r e of t r a i n 
No 79 to be under proper c o n t r o l wi thin yard l i m i t s , 
f o r which Engmeman Loshbaugh i s re sponsible 
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Several ru les are involved, in the f a i l u r e of Engine-
man L o B h c a u g h t o have h i s t r a m under proper c o n t r o l 
lhe t m e - t a c l e i n s t ruc t ion l i m i t i n g the maximum speed 
A i t h i n yard l i m i t s to 15 mi les an hoar for a l l except 
f i r s t - c l a s s t r a m s , the speed to be as much lower as oth­
er ru les or condi t ions r e q u i r e , opera t ing rule 91-A, r e ­
quiring t ra ins to aporoach s ta t ions where the view i s 
obscured so they can be stopped m case of emergency, 
operat ing rule 93, r equ i r ing t r a m s to move a l t h i n yard 
l i m i t s prepared to stop unless the mam track i s Known 
to b e c l e a r , and operating ru le 9£, requi r ing t r a m s to 
approach junct ions with caut ion The view of the sta­
t i o n a t Oconee i s m a t e r i a l l y obscured, and m his en­
deavor to a s ce r t a in the l o c a t i o n of t r a m No. 77 Engine­
man Loshbaugh apparently a l lowed his own t r a m to con­
t i n u e a t a h igher rata cf speed than was safe under the 
circumstances, resu l t ing m his o c m g unable to b r ing 
1 -t t o a stop v.'hen the rear end of t r a i n Ko. 77 suddenly 
cam's mitnin h i s range o f v i s i o n 

' i th the except ion of the student brakeman of t r a m 
?9, a l l of the employees involved were experienced 

men, and none of them had bean on auty m v i o l a t i o n of 
any o f the p rov i s ions of the Hours of Se rv ice Law 

Respec t fu l ly submitted, 

11, P. BORLAND, 

Direc tor 


