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In r« investigation at ftooidont on the Union Faolfia 
, Railroad sear Kerdon, S*b*f tearob 14, 1913* 

JTttXttt 5, 1913* 
On March 14f 1913* thnto ms e re**r end collision between 

t-.-o freight zr&lm oxt tb« tfnlan P&olfio Euilro&a uenr Hordon^ 
Ifeb., resulting in the death of 3 persons earri*4 under coat mo* 
and 2 em^loyeaa* ami tb* iojuxT" of 2 persona oerrled under 
eontreet* 

**be fourth disti*iot of tb© Sabraska Division of the Union 
Paoific railroad, on wfciob fcbi» Jtcsi&ent occurred f extends froa 0&®3rannet Wy*» to Sidney* £ab#» a Sistance of 10E s&lee* The roa froa Wx» lfeb** a alataneo Of S?*fr nlles w*a% of Sidney* 
«0 Mile i*oa4 436t 11,8 nll©# of Sidney, IS a Single traek 
llaoi fjom Mile Poet 486 to Sidney the railroad ie & doable tr̂ efe 
line* Throughout tfcs fo*̂ rth diatriet of tbia division autoiaatio 
blot* $lgualn are in use* and train orders are tranatsittod by 
both telegraph tmi telephone* 

1'be trains involved ia tfeie ooliision ^©r* ertre a A at bound 
fr*i$bt train* Ho* 304, eonaiatlng of an engine, 40 looted care 
•>»vi « oabooae, tritb Conductor Phillips and Enginesan leaky 
in oliargej and Ho* 501t consisting of m engine, 23 leaded ear*f 13 mpty oers a&a a e&boose, with Conductor Buaiinĝ eyn tod 
£ngin@s&a Ot&meron In obarge* 

the ooJ lieion oewrrea at about 4:10 em, apr<mtnstely 1490 
feet west of tho switch at tfcc etui of the double trsek at Kile 
£oet 4M* the speed of extra 301 at the time of the oolllelon 
was oirtl»eted at 6 miles pe** hour* M l the persona killed ana 
injured ere in the o&boose of extra 504 w&ioh vae totally de-
U0ll?jfc*d. 

Froe a place v-nora a* 3>oint of Boeka, £~3/8 oilea #eat of 
Mile S>o®t 436* the tr«iok to^ur^ tbfc east la straight for a dis
tance of 9506 feet; tb?n there is a one degree oturr© to the 
south 79Z feet Ions froa the east end of tbia curve to Mile 
^oet 434 the tr&ck io etralgbt* ^bo oo lislon oceurred on tble 
last etreteb of atr̂ igfct tr&ck a proximately M S feet from tbe 
oast ê d of toe eurre* 

7be reoorde of the United Qtatoa leather Bureau show that 
at this tie* a aerere ©torm **mz resins* At Slabs!! 13 lnebee 
of ŝ now fell; at Sidney the snowfall m e 4 inehee, ana at Lodge 
Polo, a atetioa 1© ailee east of Sidney an observer noted a 
biiftZ£tr4 for £4 boure and drifts 10 feet bigb* The foliating 
le tekoB froti a note Ksade by toe £ either Bureau ob^errer at 
Kortb Platte* Sebr*v a station 183 taUee eaet of Sidneys 



(8) 
•A atom of fcrrtease energy* w: ion developed into 

% regular old-faafcioaets blisaardg occurred on the 13tb 
eaa 14th. the storm began #ith ft light Tain 011 tn« 
afternoon of til© 13tfc t *tfilefc turned Into a vary ctoiet swnr before night. ?fca t«fiperftttt*e durin* the e*rly 
part of tfc# Atom win about freezing bttt a eolfi ?*ave 
aova4 In during the- night* accompanied by high t.lnds 
r,o galea* and an «xtm« velocity of W aXX«e fiwa the nor*hv?a«t was rooorded on the 14th* 2fce snow Was 
piled in drifts in to n of 6 to XO feet, an.- at ti^ea 
the snow was drifting so b&^ly that it was ijapoeeibXe 
to sea objaets ftoroas t!.̂  .vidtfc of tbo street* Con* 
alterable d*awge wwa lor* by the fcisjh wlnde*, A large 
ms^er of oattle frcaon *>v deatti ear suffoented by 
th« driving enov* 
Extra 504 left Cbeyenno at 6; 10 p»# March and, pnseed 

©ix* the last opm telegm;h station oat of the ;4int ĥere the 
accident occurred, at 2*3?> oc^ Karoh 14t « Rnginefcwua fcalaaky 
of extra 804 eteted that ho all the block signla as far 
aast as hotter* but running frees that point to Mile Post 
4 W # tha atom gre ..ore* and ho fcaa to watch wry oarsfully for 
tba ei&a*la# Bo thought he filled to ee© t̂ o of the signals 
botw&*& Porter and Uile ?oct 4&6« The order bo*rtf at Wile Poat 
4#e wwe in th« stop :-oaiti ;nt an.i extra &G4 brought to a step 
hen t-fc** aa^lne had âsaod a fe oar lengths beyond the telegraph 
of floe* Upon arrival of this tr^in «t Kile Post 486 ari order m a 
received directing this train to picte up an̂ i tako to Sidne** a 
ast bound engine whiob bad nearly exhausted its supply of \rater* 

At this fcieie toe storm waa vary aevere and Snginenen 2^leaky nade 
a re ueat to tfttf dispatcher that 1 la train ba nllowad to prooee4 
without poking up this en̂ lnot ** ̂  atatad that his train «ao 
alraacy ao be«tvy that it oould bo han^Xed only with graAt <iffi« 
milty undar tb* ^̂ eathar oonditi&na pravailing- The diapatoher# bo>?awrt refused this re uaat* About XO minutes har? ela aao 
after £xtra S04 râ ohad Bfixa ?o«t 480 before the engine ana the 
first five or «ix ears ^we out off frost the head and of the 
trMn and aovad anaad to aXlov the dl&abled engine to emm out 
of t&$ awitoh at the want end of the double track and ooupla 
onto extra $04* it miu ̂ hlXe this no vara en t ma baing ma^a that 
the oolXiflioa ooourrad* 

Both Oon'iuotor Fhillipa ana Ka^r BrakaE^n Credit of Sx^re 
S04 -are killed in the collision* There we a five caretakers of 
stock in the o&h&o&e of eactr* three of who& were killed^ 

o&bar t̂>*o being injured* One of tha^a s;an was aaXaan at 
sir tizsa the ootii^ion oaourrad, but th- other, named I*ynoht was awaka »n atatad tivit after the train had ao^a to a stop at 
tna v>oittt vhars t vo Xision ooourrad thf? braV^an -̂ ont out 
of tb: eabooHO t̂ ioa* t̂ t waa not gone long on wlthar oeeasloat ajt̂  ha did not tiika ilth bias either a fu soa or a t rpado* Ha 
atatad that ao di.' not >>e-r anything a->ia about vroteetio& the 

file:///rater*


truiu at th-*t time a"! thou?sh sething has been s*v5d about It at 
previous Btogsj tbla ̂ *a tfcf first atop at rhiefe either tha 
fla^&un or th* t nduetor fiM not go back to vrotoet the train* 
i£r» X»yaeh stated that Jnst before ti ̂  collision oeau rod Coiauator 
:'bl1ll:>© roaarred that if th< following train eti-ucfc them *our 
-abta ere ̂ aie** i% s 14 that on account of the high wind ana 
1.® til * not t-ê r th' loeonor.ive .bistie during any part of the 
night* 

Extra 501 left Cfreyeaae at 7i 40 pat March 13t^» end eraav 
took extra 804 at Bis* Sftglnecvsn Cucwron stated that bile 
bot.h trsina ere etarv.la% thero ̂ oa uotor Phillip* e*uâ  \i. to 
hie engine lie naked £hiili£» to t* row out fu e©a ana ufc do*m 
a torpedo ^benerer extra 904 m%op;_ ad; tho rowduetor re :liei that 
h© ould So b o * At &lar the erear in e-arge of extra &01 received 
an order to &aet sxtra C10 at ̂ ott**r* a atatlon 7 milea est of 
^ile poaft 4St* «?on arrival at Potter* iowrer# an or er wad 
r^eeiee I ̂ treating extra #01 to meet extra iXO on the ouble 
tra k be&#e&n Sidney an Kile Post 4 M inatcov. of at hotter* 
Potter war not an open telegraph atatlon* hut there w»s a teio bene 
booth at th t 'Olnt* fetttd the he>ad brakeman of e.rtra E01 received 
the creer from ^he dlepe^er* f̂ce giapateber also informed bin 
tvjz% extra 604 6 'joiae to pick .*n&tno 510 at Mile tJost 466* 
'fbe b^tkewun thon returned to the engine an*,, the train pro
ceeded* *n t?*o m e ^ n t i K © , ^onauotor 3uofcin«n*ai bad « from 
the eabeooe to ,fce tele Isone booth to oomsraieete -1 tb tne die-
petchar* -Mle be -aa in th© telephone hooth ex&ra SOi de~ 
parted leaving feisi at otter* 

Bnsiaaaon Cwsafrron atated that at Potter be ma4e three 
afcvjpe, t t e first tc tak water* the eecond with fcb^ engine at 
t'o atation ben trr- brefcutan reoeivea the or.4«erf an tfc~ ihird 
a^ter he baa ulled ahe&a to bring tJr ociboose near tlie station* 
fie stated ti.ot he ôundeo. th, thistle signal for th flagaan to 
protect bis train* aui he also recalled th** flagman* hut be did 

receive any ei£a 1 fro© re^r end* & at&tod that after 
leaving Pine 3raff* » a atafeion &ile:̂  west of Sidney* be 
couia not see e ^n^ln frosi ibf rear en, an the »nly Ese ' in;^ of 
eo unieatlon froa zbe r^ur en. w j s t h e air bra-- e sy^teiu Be* 
fore leaving hotter -<omxdeu tw« A b l a t i o an' after v-aitias 
a fa- nlnutee he started outj ?,e not see tr** Cenduetar at 
hotter, but thought ir everything wae not all vi ;bfc the b tkea 
would be applies from the roar end. 

Engine &01 w^e aoulp;^! -4tb an acetylene he^light, hat 
on t © aiebt of tlie aeo^deat it froae p «*n, a eosoron lantern \<&* 
plaoed In * D O A ©ige an used ae a headlight* 

Ixtm 901 left JHx or 30 minutes behind extra 504* 
plneman O^meroa stated that he en« t?.o slgnala ae re wne eomlnft 
into Potter and he a ^ ne at Point of ̂ oek»t but after t>a?8i&g 
t>oint of Soak: te di. not eef? any of the blook signalsj out of 



16 or 10 signals b^t&een *>lx snii Hi la Voet 4M tie & .w only 
4 or 0* 3no flying u;: frota th* engine w&eeia aroaod tbe 
oab and eteaa* »aov an£ a- ok© ^ obeaurad tu« Tie* tbat It waa 
tsspoeaible for him to a#e tbv al&iaX? eareept at interval£ *«?bon~ 
t i a*e ma a lull in the atoms tfco ©old waa st> int use an* tba 
visa &o atroafi that he coala aot hols hie fcea outslce tbe aab 
wladow for long at a tiice* Be atated tbat be i#aa not depen£la« 
u^oa v e block signals for protection* but depending uyon 
tbe tx&§mn of the preoedlng train* 

Before reaer.iog Wile Poet 426 the ©nginm^n end fce^fl brake-
Etatt of extra f*01 bed ueed all fcfte fu eca on tbe a&̂ ise- ;n an 
effort tc ae« ml la oats smi lan3aarka» Tbe aa^lnae&G& £new 
"hare la araa vN-m tl'e train passed -yer « greltefe at Hereon ne&r 
saila i^at 4£f# an it t f e u t * o at he ;*but off ate-at aaf .eunded 
tbe '»fcl«tla« A blook algo^l, Ho. 4£?89 la lea^ted a start ale* 
tune* emat of tne s^itob at Her oo* the en&iaen*m utd aot a#e 
tbia signal nor at<> to aseevt .in it*.: i action* *ltt;ott$fc he 
ai&ittetf *a nav; t»^ location of tbia signal* £btraia ro-
oeaded nearly a all© aat thir. signal; t̂ - enginecan waa leaning 
ous of tb*> aab window trying to sea afeetui, but i.e did not ŝ c the 
re'r e M of extra 504 berore t b " -oil talon oaourred* He s4i be 
did not know that estr̂ i 010 w*n at *£ile foat 4S6f m tha order 
b* h©i«s fixed M a seating ?oint A i t h t.'̂,t tr^la between Mile 
Poet 426 ant Sidney* 

Saglnaoen Oajaaros etfttoa ti.ut ar. bis traia proaeede-' east
ward tb etorm gre wore©* aa auring thie atom It was tm oe*ible 
to a«se blook ,-lejn«JL3 aheau cf th& eo^lne* Under th* wither eon-
4itio&» $mralllag h& c naid>red It una-fe for a iran to a tart 
out afeoafi of t;;o tr^la to flajj tr-'ougri a bio ok ac re \ilrf?d t̂ r 
t^e mlea* ^1 - aot tell t.,c di»i>aiebar of t?e oonditi na» 
aor rtlcl be ti^ yv i« train as he **v nsiiiereS It tb duty of tbe 
offieare of tfc*̂  road to deteralne f̂1 ot ar or not tralna abould 
atop runnine* H« statea» bowtr, that m wanted to tic u - hie 
tmin bnt tbr reuson be dlJ nov ask to ±o «o * a beoauae Gon-
uetor Philliia toin J.lc at i>ix tfcat ha*) n^ked tn<? dispatabar 

tc be allowed t tie up extra 504 <xm t^it bf waa not permitted 
to do »o« Be iid oot oonaider it good ju^n?nt to a ntlnue to 
r-a bis train ant: <sn asked ho ai. net tie û> he replied, 
*^o3lt a ran has t,* look out for bia livings* stated t} at 
at tbe tlste of t^- oo llsion pe waa running very slowly and 
could b^ve stop̂ oa, v^Ubin ' ?on feet t f ho La3 boon fletgged* After 
tbo aooi&eat )o did aut kno? J-ctior bl5 tr^n wa^ deraildd or 
trair, atmak t © preae-ling t:-' in l;e ouuli not pee aa ffir as tbe 
front onC at ri.< loccc.otiTe* 

Englaasian ̂  iosky ot^t : -that t M re men b^ cent tbe t>e<-i4 
brak«K^n t̂  th© .vfftae at Mile Post 4Zt fur orders mt» because 
bio alotbea ware at though, c^ing to boooisin̂  noy^rea v v6b enow 
7?blle be was lartnln̂  out of tb< e^b window s; aa to aae algnala 
am ttzn. cosine baok into be nab to wiura blaaalf; v e knev tbat 
if be eterted out in th- atom lAv elotbop oiil, qulekly freaaet 



ona he fa; m i he -ould he u&«bl* to re -eh the office* Be knear 
f̂eat th& rule© of the cor^ny did not ^emit the brftk^sn to 
receive order* but re ulr«£ the enrjinxsnn to receive order* 
either from %m oon&uoto: or frox. ts

 e operator; he believed, 
however, that in sending the brtstoama to the office under tbe 
•oaditi ne prevailing u v <*s taking ê feat eourse* 

Bf? did net believe V <- -er.t er oonditl- ne >̂ ere bad enough 
to n n m a t tying up %h& train, although the ato -TT. vme very 
severe an- be di-a not th nk a flagman could stay out in it taore 
t'̂ an 10 or 1$ minutes* B<- atuted that ta» v?ind -wae blowing a gale 
a tbe flying snow WHO »O thick that be could not a*c a distance 
of one oar length* Re though the cieoi-ietit oight have been a verted 
if a flat^an baa been sent out aheid of ©x-re 501 thro- *;h the laot 
block ^et of Wile Poet 4£6, r-rovî ea %r>% flagnan could have 
fcbstood atom an- &a:i n&t been lost* After the eeei&e&t 

occurred tr- practically is^oeclbl© for e can to make hie way 
t; ̂ottgr tc* na to Uu rê r eaa of tbe train* When be learned 
of %tu> oo 11.ion ' e oat it- the offie* fros near M a «n^ine on 
tfce aoublo track b«t * e saiu tfceu after w ching the office be 
ould not undertake zo #a to v « rear cad of the train under any 
oorisiaeratioa* 

The firoctatt of extra 504 abated that x,h he^M brufctaaan of 
extra M O atarbed to back to tbe tsreoked caboose but only 
eat a f e * oar lengt-n an th^u returned to the telegra. b office 
aZsaoat exhausted* 

The r»*ud brafce&art of eiftr* 504 stated that ho V**G an extra 
was he bau been alloyed by tbe Union Pacific Railvoau for nearly 
a year and bad ha^ about six souths9

 previoua sxj-erienoe* He -red 
made only one tr*p >;ith Conductor i'hlliipa* Me \ nev- it wa* 
againet tb»i rulsju for a brakaQwA 5o receive ori* a for the ea~ ginem̂a but he did so acting us&er instruction* fre» En#in«aaa 
Skileaky* When hi* train stored at Potter îc ̂ nt to the office 
and ^ot t»vc orders from dispatcher* One of thepe orders 
fixed a meeting point for x^ra 504 and extra S10 at Mile "t*oet 
48** At that tl e nothing cel. about . ioklng up engine 510 
at Uile Post 4S4* ^bo other order gave extra 504 a .aition^l clise 
on train So* If, a t»e@t bound passenger train* He stated that 

sn r&celviag tt.eao orders o did not identify himself to tbe 
diapatebar* At Mile ?o«t 426 *^nt *-> t,*e office sru asked 
t. a operator for a clearance* The operator told fcl» ttat the 
. ie ntc^or wanted is train to pick up engine ftlo* Ke back 
to tfce engine and ao infoncê  tiw en^inecrm a-d then, as directed 
by th* en̂ lnejaan, ne retu-ned to tbe office and notified the die* 
jmtefcer of V>? o^nuitlcne an: the enEin«san*R re uest to proceed >vifeiiOut pi ok las < this engine, but ttf diapHtoher told the 
- ,-erator it wao necooatiry to pick u, thle engine* So stated that 
a ian could not stay out in the otorst at ¥lle Post 494 sore than tsilf an roar without freezing to death* 



3foe hea4 braKeciaa cf extra 501 fftatca that at Potter be 
reooived an ordar from tb^ dispatcher -m • be also learned from 
S£e dispaftehes* that trsia Ho* 1? wns several ?:on;o lata aai t* at 
extra 504 was goin^ t j4ek u# engine £10 at #ile Post 4Bd. 
He was aot :oaiti?ef hovrcver, 'rt nether or aot ?.e told the eag aa* 

that aicfcrb S04 was to s*iok engine 810 at Mile Foot 4«e* 
The ea&ixie&an asked bto if bo had delivered a ao^y of the order 
to the conductor ana he rallied that £e had not* Be stated that 
It #ao sot unojmal for br«>- men to t&ke orders over the telephone 
from the dispatcher and that he ha, ame so since J la aeooad trio 
over the 41vision* 

^he rear axafcenna of artra 601 stated &hat at Potter be 
^ot back to protect bis train a dlstones of about tare* tele reph 
poles* there he ^laood a torpedo on -he rail ana left o fuaee* 
h& then returned to -?£sni» one e^r lengt' of bhf? caboose ̂ sere 
t$ could see th-« re >r jgarlcera, nm a* tfê t sist&neo he sould not 
.•see thr- fusee* Th* stom m e very aov re un< ho di1 aot think 
» nan could st&y out 5o it ^t oaa pl^ea for sny c nslierable 
longt of tiu<> without feasing, but a pera a w M fcea^ himself 
live if he Lo^t moving* 

w <a» the tr?!» left Potter t« supijoeed the conductor W H S 
on the- en*rne; it was impose bio to sac a aisnl from the rear 
©ad o*i tb" angina an/ ha did sot fcasr th> engine whistle but 
»î j>o$a4 H wae all rigfct to go aa't he aid net apply the brakes* 
lie atftt̂ d thnt after leaving Potter ha r^ic In t*© cupola of the 
e^booae etching for signals mx ha could sea fch n by snitching 
very oureî ully Ju«t >n s a^roaobod tbcau ^hc a d end of the 
train onterad tl^ blcik before h«< saw t. *r- «i;$nal® so that all 
V-* fclgn&la ibOU1 . be in tl <? atop oaitl^n - h t h e O H b o o a e 
passed the©* *h< > Ei*w4 4S?£ at Caption in^ that signal was 
in t-^ stop volition* 

After to* collision occurred he *ect u, to the he*ui end 
of his train ^ tlmi out v?hat the trouble was urt! t>m went baaJt tr.ri ra^r en. of hie trains to state a tivat it took about t^o 
hours to emfcf* la w.sy baak to the rear end* 

dispatcher B^rton» w o was on duty at Sidney at th~. tiae 
of the accident* stated that 1 e ha<i been alloyed as a iiapatchar 
on t̂ » Union i*acl; lo ̂ ilroai for ab ut 8 &ontbs} ha i&t\ boon a 
V spat char for about S y re anl Lad ;, ad a tot&l of about 18 
years' experience »n r*»ilro?id serviee* stated that during 
the nl^ht 'm rec*iv 4 ra./oyte rf-gaMing waattar coalitions but 
he did aot think t* atom ms severe enough to warr-nt tyin@ 
up trains as hie records n.iontsd tb^t ^hile th.- trains * aving 
&n>* ̂ aailsr angiJies ̂ a-o logins tlir.e# th^ trains having the 
large engines ware akiag u^roxL ately running time* He stated 
that talked vfifcb Ooncjuot̂ r Fhlllipa at Dix but nothing was 
sai-j about tying up the train, a \ ':• no one reported conditions 
ae unsnfe for tha o. oration of trains; no report m e ratfo tc hist 



if) 
tmt > cn *ver« running sl&n Is or oe\ild noi; «oa signals* It was 
not his prsctiee to ascertain ̂ ?ho it w&s thit o lied for orders, 
hut ei&£ily to identify tb«? train uc, assure hi»e<?lf that it was 
eoae menher of th© trtiin crew; it was eustosaary t-. iire orders 
to any nsssber of a ere w.o naked for then* Re a-1; tŝfit he 
,vi<5 not know whet center of thr erev: of extra £01 it was who 
exiled , . for orders at Potter, as ho wlti #Th»~ en̂ laezaan might 
ask t t» he;vi bra ccr̂ n t get the order for him** 

I.'xtx-a So. M O wrâ  :aa.;o up ait EVirtcd out luring th* stortu 
Tbe tr&in acne 5«t-q of engine ©jo, forty-one loaded era tm4 a 
cabooae* an. it left Sidney at lilO an, t iking u p roxl&ately 
two hours to run tc Mile ?oat 486, e istanoe of 11*8 miles* 
Con uetor &o0onou*>fcy at?-to-, that before starting out on V ia 
trip ho Biaue a re uest t tr.e chief dispatcher nn4 the assistant 
auj^rinton unt that tbia train be civioed up as h«* eonsidered it too fce^yy to haul a&sinat the* st, r»* hut hie re neat was not granted* A ewiteb ^n^Tne m e used t̂  push thia tr iin out of the 
ynra* an-, owing to a l«ok of sngtnen at kidney a bailor engine 
was sent fron Cheyenne -vith netruetions tc assist in b**ullng 
tbia train .*p#t fron Kimball* #hea thia train curl rod at Mile 
Poet 4$A* however* ita snugly of water won nearly exhnuateu* 
The <2is,atoher vms nvtifi^d of tuia condition nn i reupon 
issued the onier tor extra 504 to plot ui> this engine an, take 
it to Sidney* Mr stated $hnt hie reason for directing vxtra 504 
instead of extra 5̂ 1 to .y this «HS b canae he d̂ f-trea to get 
cn$ia^ 510 to Sidney ae aooa me : oeolble and be rore It woa neoea* 
» A r y to kill th«% engine. The dispatcher stated th't offers 501 
va? r̂ lri at Klnbll until extra 604 wna cleared at bix* an >*a 
alao held at Dix until extr« £04 v*?!.e Into olenr at Potter* Re 
thought that be- ha provided the erne rotoetion for ̂ xtm 504 
at Kile fost 4£d vhen he iafome. th - br^orcsn of extre *tf*l that 
cxtaw ^04 wis «t Kile Poet 436 on w n « going t pick up tht* dis
abled engine at that point. He spitted that tho accident ould 
feave been *yerte< bad t-e held oxtra 501 et that vnlnt until extra 504 ha i left Kile Poet 420; hut 1 e considered It 500a volley to 
get ,he tralne 'nto the t^ratn^ls as Quickly aa toaffible for the 
reason that If & tr^in -to^d long at one rlaoc it ould booar.e 
ano^ed In; and he thought he fcaii ta^cn eae u^te procuutl so for 
ths B ,fe KOfeaent of the train* 

^he fllgnal supervisor in charge of the signals in thia 
1strict rieited the scene of t> o accident on March ICth, and 
round eign^l 4872 in ̂ ood wrklng condition* Re learned froa 
the signals n ̂ ho 0^*0 in that rleinity at t̂  e time of the 
acoMent that the mawat of oncrw that gathered on roundels 
of the signal lighte was not sufficient to cut off a groat er»» 
cent age of tiro light an-i that the giign ,1 w»e n ̂ sod working 
oo^diiion both before an: after the aeciaeot* 

Kule *o* fr04 cf tha union Pacific Railroad Cot.- ,etny reads 
as tollowat 
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the* « train is *t-Pi»«d by a block slgaal» it 
nay proceed wh*» the signal le cleared* On single 
tmok* send a fla#*an in advaacs lE»odi»telyf wait tbe 
full tise indio^ted by special rule* on the tiwe-table 
after the fia<gsen bee started; and then proceed under 
control to the next eXe^r signs1, or, if the signal 
nan* la advance io in plain vi*^; and tbe truck ahead 
id aeon to be ole^r, proeeed under control not exceed* 
ing aix oilea per hour* On double track, a train any 
proceed after waiting one nlanbe, running under control* 

**b* priwery cauae of thie accident w*s the failure of en-
tfaweron to observe aaa obey the indications of the block 

signals* It la ele*ir that he failed to E E E m a y signals and 
that he ttreeeeded without knotting bbe Indication* of theae sig
nals. *»cr« e*m be so doubt ho wee » V»re of tbe fset that he 
m a passing theae signals; on eeootm* of the severe atom, ho*?* 
ever, fee did not aend the fla^B&n ahead of the trr*is as re uircd 
by the rules* led he done thie and had th^ flagman bean able 
to proceed against tfc* sSera it ia prob&ble that the accident 
would have been averted* 

Conductor Phillips end •'lâ uan Cradit were also responsible 
for this accident as they failed to protect their train as re
quired by tha rules V*H«n it stopped at Mile Poet 435* Rule 09 
provider la part as follows! 

Ufcen a tmin otcpa or is delayed under oireuastaneea 
la which it may be overtaken by another train the flag&an 
oust go back imcdiately with stop signals a sufficient 
distance bo insure full protection* 0ne*fourtb of a mile 
from the rear of the train he W I L L place one torpedo on 
the rail, continuing back one-bslf nil© from the rear of 
his train, he W I L L place tx> torpedoes on the rail, tv*o 
-foil lengths apart* Bo nay then return to the aingle 
torpedo <?her* lie mat regain until relieved by another 
flagsura or is recalled by the whistle of his engine* 
When recalled* if he does not see or hear an approaching 
train, single torpedo will be rct&oved (ami not before), 
I F conditions warrant, a red fusee #111 bo displayed to 
protect his train ̂ hila returning, 

during foggy ot atoyoy VR got bar, in the vicinity of 
obscure curves or deeoen^ing grades, or if other condi
tion* r© uixe it, the fia&uan will inereac* the distance* 
tfule 91 provider that responsibility for collision rests 

with the following train, but this does not relieve the leading 
train fros protecting itself* 

?h*re can be no excuse for tb* failure of these employees 
to protect their train* as they knew that extra SOI was follow
ing their train and tfcat 1% was impossible to see through tbs 
stoxm e distasse cf more than a few feet* lad the* flagaan or 



tbe eonduetor fen* be ok even a abort distanee wltb a lifted fusee 
aad planed a t r̂ edo on tba rail it ia probable tbat tbe aooident 
vould bavo been averted* In vie? of tbe severe mother eonditiona 
prevailing at tbia time tba ordinary a- fa guards ofeould not hare 
been ne^leeted and extraordinary preoptions ehould bare been taken* 

Hale Ko* 204 provides tbat train orders csaat be adareaaed to 
tbose wfao are to execute tbast* ^ule SIX provides tbat ben a "1$* 
order baa been reeeiv#d and eoopletea* tbe operator vill personally 
deliver a eo y to e oh person addressed; but ̂ h#n delivery to 
englaentan will take tbe operator from tbe immediate violnity of 
bia offiee, the ensinaaan*s copy >111 be delivered by tba conductor* 

Tfea invest le it ion of tbia aooident diaoloaod tbe fast tbat 
tbe bead bralraan of botb *>be trains involved resolved orders frees 
tbe dlsyntebor by tela, bono* and tbat it waa auatomry for brake-
men to get orders for eagtnsateo fro© tbe diapateber and froa opera* 
tern* Tbia praetloe in oojatrary to tbe rules of tbe eo&p&ny and 
earn sot be considered conductive to tbe safety of railroad opera
tion* Under tbia practice It ipuld not be difficult for any person, 
whether a Berber of a train ©raw or not* to reaeive orders and tbere 
would be no aenne of ascertaining -better or not those re utrad to 
axeoate orders ever reaeivad thaau It shears to have eoen a eossaon 
prec lea on this road for brak^a^a to resolve orders* Wbile in 
this ease tbe bead brakeman reoeived tbe order at Potter and (toll* 
vered it to tbe englneaan* be was not ositive irbether or no« be 
told tba englne&an of that train tbat extra 504 was to pick up 
engine 510 at Kile #ost 4£6* Bed tbe engineman bi&aelf received 
the order frosi tba disp&teber at Potter, be would have reoeived 
tbia infottarition at first land* and as tbia inf nation had an 
Important bearing on the n fety of fcie train, be saisbt bare taken 
extra precautions wrloh -xruld frave prevented tbe aooident* It is 
believed tbat tbe rale requiring tbe englneaan to resolve orders 
from operators or tba conductor sbonld bo rigidly laforood* 

tfhlle tbls aooident vma doe i?rtearily to tbe failure of tbe 
englnaasm to observe and obey signal indications* an additi< nel 
cauae being tbe failure of tbe conductor and riagcaan of tbe lead
ing train properly protest their train, tbe fast tbat tbe bllxaard 
•^ieb was raging at tbat tlm rendered railroad operation unusually 
hazardous ©bould not be overlooked* In view .f tbls fast extra
ordinary precautions for the safe aovament of trains sbcmld have 
betm tak&n by everyone concerned in tbelr operation* Under tba 
extreme eatber oonditions existing at tbat time* tba blizzard 
toeing ao severe tbat the englnaeen eould ot see tbe algnals* it la 
a question wbether tbe only s fe course would not have been to tie 
up these trains until tbe atom abated* 

Bnglnesan Saleeky ha*i b en In tbe scrvie* of tbe Union Faolfie 
Railroad for about 11 years S U J hod been an enginej&an for about 4 
years* ̂ ngiaenan Gaaeron bad been employed as an englnaaaa by tbat 
company for about B years* and bod been employed on other roads for 
about ft years* 

Bone of tbe earloyees Involved in tbls aooident m « on duty 
contrary to tho provisions of tbe bours of aerviae law. 


