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Ia re investigation of aocidont on the Union Pagifie
, Reilroead near Hexdon, Hed,, Herch 14, 1913,

:m 5‘ 19131

On Marob 14, 1913, theyc wes u rear end collision between
tee froight trainz ob the Unlon Paoifle Raollroad nenr Herdon,
Wob., rosmulting in the deatl: of 8 persona oarried under scotraot
and 2 s.loyess, ar: ths injury of 2 persons oarried under
ecnkTnot,y

The fourtb 4istriot of tho Fobraska Division of the Ualon
Poaoific r:ilroad, on whigh this zesllent ocecurred, evtends from
Chisyenane, Wy., t0 Eldbey, Nob., = distance of 102 nlles. Ths
roa” from Dix, Neb., o cdistenge of 27,7 mlles west of Sliney,
te Hile Popt ' 11.& miles west of Sidney, is & single Srack
line} Eile Post 488 to Sidmey the rallrasd is a4 double troek
line, ghout the fourth disiyiet of this Aivisicn automatie
blook slignale are in nse, a0d trein orders are tranamitted by
both tolegraph and telehone,

The taains tovolwed in this 50114ision vere extye sast bound
frelght tradns No, 504, consisting of an engine, 40 loanied cers
“Bi & gaboose, with Oonluator Phiilips and Englaneman Lalesky
in okarge! and Mo, 50), oonsizting of an engliane, B3 lounded ocars,
1% supty cere sne a sadoose, with Conluotor Buakinghon And
Englinoman Ozmeron in oharge,

Tee oollielon osourrel at ebout 4110 am, ap:roximetely 1490
foet wast of 4he ewltch at the snd of the double track at Mile
o8t ARGs The npesd of oxtrs 50) pt the time of the oollisieon
was cetimated at 6 mllez pov housr, All the persons killed and
injurad -ere in Cho gabdone of extra 504 whiah was totully dew
mnliched

From a plans rnown as Point of Rooka, 5-3/8 nmlles seat of
Hile Poat 428, the traok Toward the enst is stralght for o dise
tango of V600 faut; Lnon iheye 18 & oke dogres surve Lo the
south TOE fect long snd from che east and of this ourve to Mile
Post 438 the track 1 stralght. Fhe oo’lislon oceurved on thie
last streteh of abtrulght %reck a -roxinately 588 foat from the
eaad end of the purve,

The records of the Unlsed Otaten ¥Westher Buresu show that
at thia time & severe storm wapg raging. A% Kisball 13 inchas
of zmow fell; ot Sidney tho snowfell was 8 inohos, anu at Lodge
Foley & statioa 12 miles sapt of Bidney an oboorver noted a
wiinzswd for 24 hours and drifts 10 rest high. The folleving
is teken fron a note made by the Sesther Burean ohserver ad
Horth Platte, Nobdr., a station 183 n‘les sast of Sidney:
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"A storm Of imtensc energy, W loh developea into
& yegular old-feskiones blizzard, coecurred on the Lith
:md 148%he The storm Begsnh with & light refin en the
afterngon of she 13th, shiek turhed into & very moles
spow bhefers night. The bemperzture during the errly
part of ths atorm wao obout freeiimg, Wt & ccld wave
noved 1a duripg she night, mocon;anied by high winds
20 galen, and an extreme veloelity of 68 nmilep from the
pordbwest wes rooarded on the l4th. The snow wap
piled in drifte 1p tom of & to 10 feat, an- at tinea
she spow was ariftisg sc bacly shat it was 1mposzible
o w2 OdJeota neroas dhe width of tho strovds Cone
siderahle damuge wus lore by the high winds., 4 large
numbsr of gattle were frozen 5. desth ey suflpeated Dy
the Ariving snow,’

Extra S04 left Choyenne st 6:10 i, Mared lagr and pasced
Dix, the lapt open tolegrn.h station -west% of the ; int here the
accident coourre’, &% 2135 am, Haroh 14t . Engineman Zalesky
of oxtra B804 stated thst he g5 all the block sign-loe as fay

eaet em Fobier, but -hile running from that ;oint to ¥ile Post
488, the storm gre wrse and he hal to wmteh very carefully for
the cignslsay Be thought he fulled to see $90 of the siganls
betwesn Portor and Hiie Poet 488, The order board at Mile Post
488 wnp 1B the ptop cositl.p, ani extra BOG brought to a step
Ten the eagine hmd nessod s feo  oar lengtis heyund the telegraph
offiges Upon errival of this train ut Eile Post 486 an orvder was
reoelived direoting this traln %o plok up and take to Sidney a

est bound enzine whioh had nesarly exhausted 1ts supply of wteT.
At this tipe tho storm waa very pevers and Inglneman Z.lesky nade
a re veat 50 Che dlepatober that “is trein de allowed to progeed
wivhedt lcking up this engine, as he stated Shat hias train wes
aireccy a0 bervy that {t ocoulsd Be handled only with great £iffi-
eully under the eather conditions prevailing. The dispatcher,
however, rsfused this re uest, Adbout 10 mimutes has els ped
pfder Extre 804 recoled Mile Post 438 Delore ihe eniine and the
firet five or 2ix garz vere aut ~ff froe Lhe head end of the
trein end moved ahead to allow the disabled sngine o come oub
of the pailol at the wost end of the dcuble track and oouple

onto extra 50¢, Lt woe shile Lhis movenent was beling made thas
the oollislion coourred.

Both Corviueser Philliys eni Kear Brakeman Craiit of Extre
504 ere killed in the collision. Thers we o Tive caprtakers of
stock in the tadoose 0f extrs BO4, trree of whom were killed,
*ha ocher tvo delng injureds One of thene et waz asleep at
sre time the collislon oesurred, tut the other, named Lymah,
was awvakes an: asteted that after the trein hed so~e to & stop at
the ;oint vhere t o ap lision decurred the Brakepsn went out
of thr eabovso txige, Bul wes Bt gone long ox olther cocasion,
ap: b 418 pot tulte with bip =ithsr a fusee or a % .ypedo, He
Etebed that ze Ji. not he:r anything s-ld about rroteoting the
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train ad thast time wPhough cmething has been s34 about it at
srevicus stepm; thla wue the firat stop at rhiek either the
Flagmus or the ¢ mmetor 474 not ge bacek Lo yrolect the Lrain,

¥r. Lynel states that jart desore t.s oollizion coeu red Coniuetor
*ri1lise Fenaried that 1P the Tolle-ing train etruck them "our
-0b5s ave pald,” e g 10 that on eocouns of the high wind and

Le 4i: pot feayr thr loconorive hlsgile during any part of the
atghte

Exira 501 left Cheyenne st 73 40 pm, Mureh 154, and overe
took extyru 504 at Dix. Enzinew:n Cumercn stated thet :hile
bosh tralns ere stan ling thoro Con uater PRillips oam- ur B0
Wis emgine an. he asked Prilidps to i row out fusees and ut down
a torpeje “hensver extra B4 stop; ed] the conduelor reolled that
ne ould do sos AT Dlx ke orew In sharge of extya B0l reacived
an arger to weet oxtra H510 st rotter, s statlon 7 niles east of
wile post 4884 Voom arvriwnl at Potter; however, an cr.or was
reegalive!l ~iPectiing oxtra BOL to mest eoxtra 210 on the .oudble
tra-k between Jidney an Hile Post 488 instcas of at Potder,
Potter wur mot on oren belegrash atation, Mt there was 3 telo hone
booth ak th v wlnt, und the heed Brakesan of extra 5C1 reocived
the crder from Lhe dlspaseter, 4te dispaseber alasc informed him
thot ewtye 504 8 golmg to plak ur onzlne 510 at Mile rost 428,
The henxd Brukemnn then returned &0 she ongine an. the train oro-
eeedods In tho meansime, Uonduetor Bunkingham hed ¢ e u; from
the #abboce Lo 2he tele houo hHYoih o ocommuniocste vith %he dise
poteher, . 2ile he mr in the tele hone bHootk excre G601 dee
»apiod leaving him at “otter.

Fngloman Cuneren stated thet as Potier lie mads tliree
stopa, tie firsth o tak wubter, the second with Lb» engipe at
' e sbation chen the Brakomuan reselved Che oriery un th- Lhdrd
aiteyr ho bhad ullet haag tov Bring tir ecbhopse near the station.
Fe avabed tLhat he ~oumdo: th. wshistle sipgnsl for thr flagnen to
protect bis traln, anl he aelso reoalled the flagman, Wt he did
not roceive uny siga 1 Tyom Lle resr sndes H  statod that after
lasving Pine Zouff:, a statlion Oisd nile: west of Bldney, be
could not geg¢ £ zZoals from L vear en. an. the only meun: of
oo unleation from The rour en. wiB the alr dra.e pystan, Be~
fore leusving Potier ¢ -Qunded e vhistl: an after »siting
2 fo. ninutes ha sbarted ous; 'e 3id nor see tre Conduotor af
Fotter, but thought 1Y everything wae not all »l:ht the »-ikes
woila apriied from the rear opnd.

Eagine L0} wes ssuipte: ~ith an eostylene heallight, hut
on ¢ e niczht of t(he secident it froae ¢ sn. & domrop iakiern vug
placed IB %k nex li:Pt oqge an’ use:l ue & hesdligh$,

Eatra 301 left Dix 35 or 30 minut-s behind oxtra 0[G4, Fae
sinemen Gameron stated that he snw €he alansls ag re wac ooning
igto Fotter and he snw ~ne at Toint of Hogks, by after nassing
Joint of Rook: fe 41. not see any of the blook =lignalsi out of
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18 or 18 gignale dotwoen Dlx and Mile Poet 428 he «.w only

4 or B Bpo was flying u; from the engine wheels around the
osd and stecn, snow and 2 0ko ro obmgursd ths vies that Lt was
inpossible for hinm to cae the algnals exoept at interwals hope
tiern was = Iull im the stormy tie eold was v int nse sn: the
wind so #Lrong thal ke eoull not hold his hea! outsice the oalb
window $or long at & tixe, He stated thot Ne was not depending
upen t o hlock signsls for proteetlion, but was depending uvpon
the fisgean of the »ruosding traln.

Before reacning Mile Post 428 the cnginenm and heud brake-
man of ertre SOl had used nll the Muzees on the ansine n an
offort tc mee mils wats an: landmarks, 7The ensinssen Tnow
“here le was whon the train pansesd --yer o pwiteh at Herdum near
wile o8t 48Y, an Al thub ‘o ab he shut ofY steas an. <ounded
the s-histles A dDlook signud), No, €E7R, 1s looeted s sloTt ile-
ticnos enst of the switoh &% Bor on, the enginemsn J14 not soe
this szigual nor ateo to essext.in it. lu loosiom, sltbough he
aizittot ‘e rasv oo~ locution of this zignal, ¥h: train ;ro=
cesded nearly & miie qasy thic sianel; tH: enginecan wis leaning
out of the ged wvindow Lrying o pes abeauy dut te 414 not zoc the
ro'r endi of extra 504 hesore the -cllinjon odouryede He s2i: he
414 not kmow thet extra 810 wan ot Mile Fost 428, ne the order
e held Pixed “is oesting soint :lzh S04t tr«dn betwsen Milo
Post 426 apt Eldney.

Bpgineman Oaveron stuted thut as his traln proescie’ eawte
ward th  storm gre wopse, sn. durisg cbis storm It waez im-omslible
o sne Blook slgneala ghesu < f the enaing. Under the we:ther ocone
aitione prevuiling ho ¢ noidored 1t una-.Pe for a ran Lo ssart
Mt ghead of oo trodn e flag though 5 blook as reuiraed by
the ruless Be ql: mot %ell t.c diapatoher of tre econditi ns,
par 19 he tic uy tg Srain as ke nonsidered 1t th  duily of the
effiee-9 ¢ $ke reud to determine i er or Dot traine ahould
Btop running, Be states, towvewer, that he wanted %c tie u. his
trnin et the reuson he 4i: not agk tc i S0 W 8 besause Cone
suetor Philliss teld kim at Dix that fe hal msked the dispatoher
to be allewed ¢ tie op extra 504 an: that hoe was not pesnitted
to do #6. He 214 oot oconslder 1V good Jjudpgment to @ -ntinue to
i hds truin enc en ssked why le df. mt tie¢ up he replled,
®pll, & ran DAS Lo look oui for his 1livimg."™ &r stated tiat
at the time of t»- oo lisioen "o mwas running very slowly and
¢o1lid hare =2%00nad within 200 feet f he Lal boen Tisgzed. After
the apelidert o did wot kEncry tetier hiz traln was derailed or
ba:. struek + e preoeding £t in a2 he cuull not see ag Iy as the
front ¢n. of ri:x loccmotive.

Enginonman 7 leoky atstd: 1 Zhat £~ re scn he sent the head
brakeman t- the offiee et Eile Post 428 fur ordo-s was hooause
his alothee ware et troough, owing to boouming ecvared v " th snow
while he was laxning out of the gub ~indow oo as 30 ses signuls
ani Shen coming bBack intc " he ond Lo warm hireself; 6 kpow Shad
1f he sterted out in th- storm hic elotbezr oul. quiekly frosme,
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skl he fezred he -ould be unebla Lo re-gh the offico. He lnew
hal the mlep of the eonmpany 414 not permdt Lhe bBrakeman to
Teorive orders Bt Yo uiresd the engin-wan to rescive orders
elther from iLoe coRduQGLEI Or from 5°o operator; ha belleved,
hovever, thad in sending the brakemun tc the offiec under the
sonditl o provalling e va8 $:king the malfelt coursn,

file 444 net believe Vo ~ect er copRiti ns +wre Brd cnough

o warrant tying up the $rain, slthowzh the stom wee wery

severs aun. he d4ls not th ok n Tlagmen ocould stay out in it nore
tran 10 or 1% mimutess Be stuted that the wind wme blowing » gele
8 the flylng saor wee 8o thicsk that be oold pot awe a digtanee
of che oer length, HAe trough $he neclleut might have Beon averted
it a Plagean hal becn sent out abexd of ex.ra B2l thro.h the lsgd
Blosk vest 0 Hile Poet 488, ~rovidgl tre flagran oguld have

i thatood the storm nn. ha: net been lost, AfLer the egoident
aosourred 1c was practieoslly iz weclble for & can 1o make hig way
thoeugh teoe 80 rm SO Lhe peax eps of the tYraln, ¥hen he learned
of she o0 Yt . don ‘e omt So the offiee from nesr hilp encine on

Phe Jouble Bruck dat & 8ald tha. after re ahing tle ofliacc he
ould not undertake e go tg B e penr gad of the trzin under any
osasiderstion,

The fireman of oextya 504 ctated that b2 hevs Brakesman of
extira 510 starfed o 2o dasie Lo Lhe wpagked cabocee bBut only
gt A fo© osy lengt- s szn then paturied 10 the telegra h offtes
elz2o8t cxhanstads

The o3 bBrakeman of exsre S04 atatsd that he wio &R extiys
san; he ha. heen em;-loyed by the Unlom Facifio Ballroau for nesrly
a ¥oor anf bai he: aboult oix montla' previcue sxperience, FBe I'ad
made only ove tz:p ~4ith CGopduetor ¢hillips, He :nev it was
agoloed the sules for & rakarwl 30 regsive orqe 3 for the onw
ginesan Put e did 20 keting under !matruvoticms from Enclinensan
Zaleskys, When his (ruin »%.7-04 at Potter he vendt to the «Iffloe
and got tvo orders from nn- dlopatohors Ona of Lhere ordexrs
fized a npeting polnt for xi.pa 504 and oxtra 510 et Mile Post
488, AL thot $i- e sothing was gai. mbout | ioking up engine 510
et Mila Poat 428, The other order g:ve extre 504 a.citicnsl tice
o train Ho. 17, a west hound pmscenger Srullls He slated that
stk raeoivigﬁ trese orders o 4ld not identlfy himsel? to the
digpatgrer, At ¥Mile Post 486 Lo wonst &4 t o office an! azked
t. 2 operater for a oclsarsuge. Tho operator ¢told him tiat the
Jig ateher wanted iz train o plok up engine 8l0. He ont baok
to the enzine and se informe. the englneman a-d Shem, s dirseted
¥y the engiveman, ne retu-ned o the office and notified the dls-
pateher of to.~ gcnditicons and $he engineman's re uest to proased
»Athout ploxing .. thiz emgine, hut the diaputoher told the
CAarater 1t was neoocsanty %0 plek u, this sngine, He stnted Shat
a tan oould nod stay out in the storm as ¥ile Post 488 more than
talf an rour wivhout freezing to deakhs
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e brakeman of axiya 501 statod that at Politsr he
rennived ap order fram the glapatehor nn' he al:eo learned from
she digpatnher Shat trote No. 17 waz zeveral Tou:o late 23: trab
extre 504 was godng t  pick up sngine 510 at Vile Fost 428,

He a2 zot oaltive, however, whetley or not fe Sold the eng ne-
man Shat oxtIw S04 was to plok ux engise 810 at Mile Posl 428.
The enxipenan asked him (P ke had dellvered o sopy «f tis order
Lo the sonductoy anr? be replied that he has not. He atated that
1% wes b umagual For BHrek men %o toke orders over ke fslephone
from the dispatoher and whal e ha. 3:he a0 singe :ia second trip
over ihe Jlvislons

The yesar brakemen of srtraz 501 sbtated shat at Postor he
~+uh Bagk te pyoteot hiz traln a distanee of about three tale reph
poles; thers he ~laged a tor.ei0 on .he rall ani laft = fuses,
ke then raturned to <ichin ope ey lengt- of the eaboose where
e souid Bee the reir parkers, sat at %hat Jdlstance he ocsuld mot
sge the fuses, The storm war Yery sev-re sn he 412 mot think
5 ~an oould stay out ‘n it .t ons »lree for ony o nslievable
longh of tine without feezing, Mut a pers n ¢orld keen himaelf
dive I Na Leyt novings

% a0 S0 trsip left Potier Te sungosed the sunduetor whs
on the engne; 1t wes imposs’ble to sec e slgn:l frok the rear
gn6 o4 Whe ensine an. ba did pot hear tly en-sine whiastle bub
g ptsod 10 owas all pizbt o 20 ani he Aid <ot apely the brukem,
He stated that after lm.ving Potier he riae in tie pupole of the
ehodae waitehing for tignole nu he sould see Lhom by watoking
very gurelully ju¥t = 2 ansroached theme The o 5 end of the
train entered ti~ bBlonk before he gaw ti+ mizsnals o0 that all
T signels woul. be ln tlo stop esition (b she onbodse
patged then, He Bo . piapa) 4272 ot lHerden wn: that algmnl wus
ig 5. ¢ stop rorition.

Aftey th: colliczion cocurved he mnt u. to the Pexd end
2 hig trein - Tlpd out what the trouble wos wn’ thep wept baok
te tnn pesr en, of his treing te statcd Liat 1t Look aboud &9
houze w moke g way back %0 Lhe yonr end,

Pispaetoher Barton, w o was on duty at Oldney at 4~ time
of the agoldent, stuted that ‘o had been enployed as a 1lspateher
on tohe Unlon Pagi: lo Eallryoai for abd ud ¥ months) 4o had Yecn A
Y spatohsr for about 5 ¥y e and Lad Tad a totzl of about 1B
yosra' experionge in railirond nerviee., Be stated hhgt during
the alzhi he recelvy & reorte repgarding sesther aonditions dut
ke 4id not whink 8! - etorr wmg seversc enoush %u warrsnt tying
uy tryaine &z his reeords n.leeted that <hile th- trelns *oying
the amaller spgines wese losing tire, St~ trains having the
irrge: englues were -uking approxir-ately running sime, EHe 2tated
that te Salked with OGonduotor Phillli;s at Dix but nocshing wes
exl. adoud Pyige up the traim, & i w one repsrted conditions
as ums:fe for the o.eration of $rains; nc report was teade o him
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t:ut :on wore running sign.ls or could mot sew aignzle. It wes
not bie prectiew tu esgertalin who 1t wae thi:t gzllad up for orders,
Bt elenly o identify the train un . asgure himself Lhat I% wes
soms merer of the train orew; it wos sustoumary . ive orders

to any conber of a eres wro esked for them, He % 1: thet he

+14 not knhow whot seber of thr erew of oxira B0l {1t was who
sslied .. for crders at Potter, 2s he snid *"The enuineman might
g2k t o hen bre’ coaun % gt the order for him.*

vxtra Ho. 510 wer nade un an harbed out luring the atorm.
Ths train ccneiast-g of enzins 510, forty-one loadsd o.ré snd a
caboonae, en. 1t left Sidney at 1110 ax, t:king «p rowimatoly
ted Lours o run to Mile Post 4828, »  i1stanoe of 11,8 miles,
fon uotor Holonouphy strtoc Linmt Bafore starting out on v im
triy ko made 8 re ucat t Lie alilel dispateher and the mgsisgtags
superintondiont that this traln b Jiviced up as he ecnsidered
;%aﬁ Eﬂ#xwigitng engggénggatgéaﬁgti éugghtgig A oo P
y=rd, an-. owing to a laok of onglines at Lidney 8 helaer engine
way sent from Cheyonne with nstruetions tc zsslisd in hauling
thia train west from Xiwhall, Whes this txain airived atu Yile
Post 4&H, howovar, 1ia su.)ly of wnter wam nearly sxhavated,
The dis atoher wes nebtifi=d of 048 gonitition an. ti#reupon
imsued the order fur ecxtrs BO4 bo plok un this enrine an . take
it to Sidney. He stated »hat kir reasen for dlreoting uxtra 504
ingtent of exhra S0) to . Lhis mua b anune T derired %o get
engiar 810 Lo Gidnoy nEs scon g oesible and belere 1t wos pnooede
sory 50 Xill the emgine. The dispotcher stated thit exbra 501
wae reld at Kinb:ll nntil exsrs 004 was oleared at Plx, and as
alng held st Dix until extes HO¢ s intoe elonr st FPotter. He
thought Lthat he hm provided the acne rotostion for extr: 504
a8 Hile Poot 428 - hen he informe. 3h- braroman of oxtre SO that
cxtrn S04 vnn ot Eile Post 480 on owng goling %o piek up the dige
sbied sngine ot that volnt, He s midtad that the sscidenmt ould

Ve boo 3 - ] )

PR ATHS B a3 a skay i, ertee
get .he trains ‘ate the terminals a2 sulokly as oszible for the
res<an whnt 1f a train ~%o0d long ubt one rlaec it ould beoore
auovod iwm; and he thoughit he bad taron sae uute precsutl- ns for
the o e woveanent of ihke train,

The aignal su .ervisor in ciarge of the signals in this
‘latript vielted the seene of t)o zosidant on Maroh 16th, and
rontid siganl 4272 1n ¢ood wolking conditiom. Re ls=zrmed fron
vhe sigoalm n who ove in that elelnity ot tie time of the
ascldent thav %he smoun: of opow that gathered on cie roundels
of the sigpal 1lzhte wag nob suffieisnt to oul off 5 groatl .ere
oentage o>f the 1ight ani that the z2ign.1 was n goed =woriking
sonélsion both befoar: an: afssr the accldoent,

Fule No, 504 of the Unton Paoirio Rsilroad Co: .any reads
ae follows:
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¥hent & Sreipn is st prsd by a hlosk algnal, 1t
may prooeed whom the aignal ia slenred, On single
raok% Bend & fingean in advange immediately} walt the
ime indiosted by apesis) rules on the time-table
after the fagren has startoed; and then progesd under
eoutyol to the next elear signsl, or, if the sigml
Boxt ln adwvanse iv in plein vise and t«he truck ahead
ia aeen L De elear, procecd upder control #ot exseode
1ng six miles per hours On doudble trask, a traln nay
proased after walting one nimite, running upder control,

The primary onuse of this soolient wmae the fallure of on-
gineman Yameron to observs ani odey the indtosticns of the bloak
signalas It &s flear that he filed to mee many sigpals and
shat he procseded withoud knowlng the indloatione of these
n!.laa esn be po Joubt ke was susare of the Foot that he

wes paosing Shess signela; on acoocuns of the severe stors, m-»
ever, hs 414 not send the flazman rhead of the trmin as re-uired
by the ruless Bal pe Gone thie 2nd hed thr fiagman boep ahle

rogeed ageinst the shorn 1% ia probable that the accldent
Wﬂgﬁ harve deen averteds

Contuctor Phillipe and Flagnan Cradit were also responsible
for this ssoldent as they failed 6 yroteoct thelir train as re-
gulred by ths rules whem 1% stop ed at Mile Post 428, Rule 9
providas in pard ns followss

When a tredn otopa Or is delayed under sirouzmstanges
in whiedh 13 may bo ovartaren by another srein the Tlagman
st 30 baok Ismedlately with »top signala a surliglont
distanpgs to insure full protection, One~fourth of a mile
from the rear of the traln he will plece one torpado on
the yall, ocomtimins baok one-kzlf nile from the rear of
bie trein, re will place to torpedoss on the rall, two
vai) lengtts arard., He mey then return to the aingle
sorpedo where o must repzin until relieved by anothay
flagmean or s rooalled by the whietle of his engines
Vhen reqclled, 17 he does nodt see or hoar au approaoklng
trsin, single torpedo will be ramoved {and zot befure),
if oonditlions warrant, a red fusee »ill be displayed to
proteot his truin whils retu

Buring fozgy or stormy weather, im the vieinity of
chaoure surves oy desoeniing grades, or 1f other condl-
ticns o ulre 1t, the flagman will luoresns She Jisbali®t.s.

Eule 91 grovides that rezyonaibility for cellisfion reats
with the following truin, but thisx does Dot relieve the lonling
trelin fros prodeocting itself,

Theare oan Bo no exouse for the failure of thoss mlng-en
40 project thalr tyain, an they Xnew that extra 501 was foll
ing thelir sruin and $has I8 wes imposslible to see through the
storm ¢ distanse cf more tham & for feot., Had She flaoguan or
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bhe sopduetor zoms bdaok oven a short distange with s 1izhted fuses
as’i pladced & ¢ .rpedo on the rail it is probable that the accidend
would have besn cverted. In vier of the severs weather gonditions
prewmiling at this time the ordinary s:-fe» guards should pot have
boon nezlested and extruorainary preecautions should have been takem,

Buls Np, 204 provides thot train orders munt De adircssed o
hose who are to sxecute theme BHule 211 provides that ~hen & "IO®
order Les been rerseived and eompleted, the opsrator will personally
doliver a oo F 10 6 ok person aisresssd; e hen delivery to
engioweunt will take dhe opereder from the Limediste vioilnity of
hip offiee, the encinspan’s ao,y +111 be deliversd by the aonduator,

Tha investigition of this scoident disclossd the faot thad
the head Drakemaw of botk “be tmsins inwlved reseived crders from
the dispatchay by tsle hone, 2nd that 1t was gustousry for brake-
men ordere for ahsinemen from the dlapateher anc from opera-
Lor8, practice {2 ocoutrary %o thoe rmiles of the ecvpany agpd
o no% De considerod ooniuctive to the mafety of raillread cpers~
tions Unlder this preotice 1t .ould mot be 4iffiouis for amy person,
whether a mesber ¢f a traln orew oy not, o receive orders and there
would be no asans of asocersalaing ~hether or not these re uired to
sxXsoute orders over rssslived them, It apieara to have Basn & o0mOOR
prac los on $2i8 road Por Brak«men 0 reorive orderes While in
thia expe the hesd Brakoman received the order at Potier and deli-
verel it to the engineman, h# was not wsitive vhether or nou hs
told the enginexan of that train that extra 304 wus %o plek wup
cngine BLO at Mile Past 428. Bad the engineman himaelf regelived
the ordexr from the dispatoher at Potter, be would have reseived
this informantionm =zt firet pand, and as this inf rmation had an
Lzpoyrtant Baaring on the s.feby of kie traln, 2e might have takea
extra newosutione wrieh =uuld have rrevented the acoldent, It is
halievad that the rMile re.uiring the eszineman to reccive orders
from operetors or the sonductor should be rigidly inforoed,

While this accldent was due primsrily %o the faiiure of the
englnean 40 observe and obsy sign-l Indicstions, an additi.mal
canse bBelng she fallure of the otnduotoer and flagnman of the lead~
inz trein proverly U protect their ¢ the faot that ths blizzand
waleh wag reging st that time rendersd Tord operation urmamally
hagarions shonld not be overlooked, In visw . f thie fant e¢xbras-
ordine:y preoautions for the safe movement of tralne: ghould have
tenn Saken by everyone oconserned in thelr operation, Usnder she
extreme -sather oconditicme existing at that time, the blizzard
belng 80 sevare that the enginemen tould ob ses tho aignals, it ia
& question whethar the only £.fe aourse »mould not have deen tu tie
up theszs tralns until the etorm abated,

Enginensn SBalesky hal bren in the serviee of the Unlon Paolrie
Rallrond for about 1l yeoars an. ad besn an sngineman for about 8
years; Emsgluneman Comeron had Been enployed as an snginsman by Shas
aotparRy Tor sbout B years, apd had Beeon employed on other roads for
adous § yearss

¥one of the em;loyees involvel in this aceident wes on duby
sontrary $c¢ the provi-loas of the hours of service lavw.



