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IN EE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT '/HICH OCCJRRED 
ON TNE UNION PACINIC RAILROAD NEAR CORLETT 

JUNCTION, W O . , ON AUGUST 19, 1920. 

September 4 , 1920. 

On August 1 9 , 1 9 2 0 , there was a rear-end collision 
between two freight trains on the Una on Pacific Railroad near 
Corlett Junction, W^o., T"hich resulted m tne death of 2 em­
ployees. After investigation of this accident the Chief of 
the Bureau of Safety reports as follows-

This accident occurred on a double-track line over 
which trains are ooerated by cure-table, t i a m orders, and 
an automatic block-signal system. The signals are of the two-
position, lo rer-quadrant type, the masts carrying alternate 
home and distant signals. The signals involved in this ac­
cident are hore s.-nal 5 1 3 6 , located 2 , 7 3 0 feet east of the 
junction switch at Corlett Junction; distent signal 5 1 2 o , 
located 4 , 8 2 9 feet east of signal 5 1 3 6 , and hone signal 
located 4 , 7 1 7 feet cast of the caution signal. The track is 
tangent from Corlett Junction to the oomt of accident, a 
distance of about 1 ^ miles, with a descendia grade for east-
bound trains varying from O . 8 5 to 1 . 2 3 per cent. The 
weather was clear. 

Eastbound freight t r a m extra 3 6 1 6 consisted of 64 
cars and a Caboose, hauled by engine 3 6 1 6 , and was in charge 
of Conductor Cannon and Engmeman NcQ,uilken. Extra 3 6 1 6 left 
Corlett Junction at abo^t 4 1 5 a.m. , cashed hone signal 5 1 3 6 
in the clear position, distant signal 5- 126 in tho caution 
position, and stopped at home signal 5 1 1 6 , which was in the 
stop oosition, the rear end of tho train than being 848 feet 
east of distant signal 5 1 2 6 . Tho ergi neman tben released tne 
brakes and had. just began to worx steam when tho brakes were 
applied as a rcsNt of the rear of the t r a m being stiuck by 
extra 3604 . 

Eastbound freight t r a m extra 3604 consisted of 
engine 36C4 and a caboose, in change of Conductor Talbot and 
Engineman Brown. It arrived at Corlett Junction over the 
Colorado Division at about 4 . 1 5 a.m. Tbere is no telegraph 
office art Corlett Junction, and before proceeding out upon 
tbo o^mn lino £ t that point it is necessary to obtain per­
mission over the telephone from th^ mam-line dispatcher to 
use the maxn lino from that point to Cheyenne, a list vice of 
about 4 ^lles. Conductor Talbot obtained the necessary 
authority to run o;er the main line to Cheyenne, i y o . , and 
after extra 3616 had onsscd the junction switch, extra 3604 
hcahed out on th<~ main h s c , rt about 4 . 2 0 a.m., and came to 
a stop ft home signal 5 1 3 6 , which was displ^jing a stop 
mdicatxon Extra 3604 then proc-eeded, as allowed by the 
rules, passed distrait signal 5 1 2 6 , which was displaying a cau-



-2-

tion indication, nnd collided \ ith the reor end of extra 
3616 nt aljout A.. 30 a m. 

Slight damage was sustained by engine 3 6 0 4 , while 
the caboose and two c?rs of extra 3 6 1 6 were destroyed and 
another car damaged The employees killed were the con­
ductor end flagman of extra 3616. 

Sngireman McQ,uilken, of extra 3 ^ 1 6 , said he stepped 
for homo signal 5 1 - - 2 , released the brakes, and bad just 
started to move then tha brakes began to stick and the train 
stopped. At that time ncitn.r he nor the firemen knew that 
tnerc had t e n en accident. The engineman thought the t r a m 
Ind been stopoed not more than 2 or 3 minutes, or about time 
enourh for the braxes to be releasee1, while the fireman 
thoeght the train bee1 been shopped about 1 minute. The 
en;meman said no trcuole was experienced m starring the 
t r a m from Corlctt Junction and that no delays had b e m en­
countered until he reacned dicta at signal 5 1 2 6 ; he then began 
to reduce the speed, which bad acen aboct 1 5 or 20 miles an 
ha^r, in readiness to stop at bote signal 5 1 1 $ . 

Engineriuii crown, of extra 3^04 , stitcd. bha t the 
markers on tnccabuose of extra 3 6 1 6 tore burning ^hen it 
left Corlett junction, which £t ntoaert 'ras verified by all 
the members 0" the crew of extra 3-04. Lagmcnan Brown said 
that after hcdi^g out on tnc m a m line and coming to a full 
stop at borne axgail 5 1 3 6 , he oroe-ccded slowly, shortly after­
wards passing distant Signal $126 in the caution oosition, 
at this cime he did not s.o the markers of extra 3 6 1 6 ble 
realized that extra 3&16 ^ts ahead of him and s-aid he was 
running si owl"", looking ahead, but that he did not remember 
seeing the cacoose until he felt what nc thought was the 

breaking of a rod, vhen he n m e an emorrency application cf 
tho air brakes f id faun: tbat his train had collided »vith 
the t r a m anead. Ee cstip^ted tnc space at tbc time to 
h """c been about 6 "alas an hear Engineman Browr ras unable 
to account for n^a seeing the rear end of extra 3 o l 6 , and 
elttough he said there 'as (- poss l c i j lty that he nad fallen 
asleep, still he d i e no-1- think it acseiolc as he distinctly 
remembered looking at the. water glass >nc at the fireman 
within 10 or 1 5 seconds of tnc time of the accident Ha was 
more inclined to t hi nit that on account of not noticing the 
irrrxcrs of extra 3 6 1 6 le bad b^cn under the cri"n_aus im­
pression that that t r - m h^d passed -round the curve near 
nomc s i g n a l 5 1 1 8 and that on account cf th"t erroneous im­
pression be T>es not matching ac closely as he should have 
been, 

Firemen Buffmgton, cf extra 3^04 , was on his sort 
box looking ahc^d when passing ci^t-mt signal 5 1 2 6 , getting 
down on the deck of th<_ engine just before the accident 
occurred. Ho was unable tc "c count far the fact tnat at no 
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time had he s^en the n nrkcis of extro 36I6. The conductor 
pnd tvo brnkemen of extra 36O4 were riding m the caboose 
°t the time of the accident; they estimated that tho speed 
was aaout 5 ar 6 miles an hour. 

Conductor Cannon, Flagman Burke, axid Head Brakeman 
Bennington, went off duty at 10.30 a.m., August 18, after 
having he en on duty 7i hours. Ac cor. ding to Brakcmen Benning­
ton they then Tort to a rostaurrnt ^nd returned to their 
caboose, the flegman and head br^Kemaai going 10 oed at 11.00 
a m., while the conductor did not go to hod until about noon. 
At about 3.00 p.m. some other employees came into the caboose 
and were talking with th,,m, and they finally got up at 4. 30 
p.m. Brakeman Bennington sa^d that tho conductor end flogman 
then went to nofah-r croooso; he tben went to crt and returned 
to his caboose, but did lot sec, tn- conductor and flogman 
cgcin until after they were called to go on duty at 8.30 p.m. 
on the trip on \dnch t m s acei cat occurred. 

Althcugh the or.vino crew u f ^xtra 3^04 did not 
notice the markers of ex^ra 3616 colore the accident 
occurred, all the nembers of tho crcu of extra 3604 saw them 
i rhen extra 3el6 departed from Corl-tt Junction, au wbich time 
thej were burning brigntly. lifter the accident tne cupala 
light was found to have been dymolisbed, hue the two markers 
were found on the ground, one on orch sine of the track, and 
there was oil in each of them. In view of this fact, it is 
believed th"1 t thoy were our ling at the time of tho accident, 
and that tor some unknown re"son they were not observed by 
the engine crew of extra 3604. 

T m s accident 'Bs caused by the fnlure of Conduc­
tor Cannon aid Flagman Burke, of extra 3616, rroo^rly to pro­
tect their tr^ir, end ov tho failure of Engineman Brawn, of 
extra 3604, cr.p^rly to oe governed by signal indications 
and to maintain a griper witch of the track oho: d. Fireman 
Buffmgt^n, of extra 3o04, knew of the indications of the 
signals passed by nis tr°m, ^nd w-s on his scat box looking 
ahead just before the accident occurred. Under these circum­
stances he must also share in the responsibility for t m s 
rceident. 

Rule 99 of this r~^lreod reads in ̂ art as follows* 

"When a tr^in is moving under circumst _ ices in 
which it may be ovcrtoKen oy anotner t r : m , the 
flagman must t. ke such action as m n y be neces­
sary to insure full protection. By night, or 
by day when tne viuw is obscured, lighted 
fusees must be thrown off at proper intervals." 

"Alien being brought to a stop at none signal 5118, 
extra 3616 w a s in danger of oeing overtaken by another train, 
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and a proper regard for s, fcoy should have prompted Flag­
man Burke to throw off a 1:gated fusoc. There is no evi­
dence } however, to indicate tn.r t any attempt was made to 
comply with the rule referred to above. Conductor Cannon 
unl'uttedly was in the caboose uitn Fln,-=rior Burke, the 
bodies of path men being fauna in oho wreckage of the ca­
boose, and is equally responsible with the flogman for not 
seeing to it t^rt proper protect m n was provided. Had 
either of these onoloyoes complied i'it_i the rule, it is 
possible th°t t m s acci ent tLi_{ht na^c bL.cn prevented, m 
spite of the negligence of tbe engine crow ^f extra 3 6 0 4 . 

Neither Famine nan 3rawn i r Fucmwn Buffington 
was able to offer any def in-it-e reason f^r tncir failure to 
see the .^rkcrs of extra 3 6 1 6 . They had observed the auto­
matic sigj.als displaying tho proper indications, and knew that 
there was an-ther t r a m imnea lately ahead of them, and in view 
of the stroma! t t r e k , favor' ale werther conditions, and the 
fact that tne electric ne^.l^ght with which their engine w^s 
equipped was ourmug pregcr]g, there can be no excuse for 
their failure to sec the manors of ox:ra 3 6 I 6 in time to 
avert tne accident. 

Coi' actor Cannon w _ s employed as a brakenan in 
March, 1 9 1 7 , and rnnote^ to e~nhicior in N^-embor, I C ' 1 S . 
Flagman B u t k o was c i j I j v c c as a. brkeman m July, 1 Q 2 0 ; he 
had had previous expertc xc _,n ether r n J r^Js. Fiirmonan 
3nwr± was employed as a firc.wn m I S 9 8 and pr-noted to 
engmeman m 1 9 0 3 - Fireman Buffi__ften T~as employcd as r fire­
man in 1 9 1 6 . Trio- records of all ^f these caioloyccs vrerc 
gJOd . 

The ere-/ of extra 3 6 1 6 had been en duty about 8^ 
hours, previous to T. inch tne engine crew ha'" been off duty 
8 hours or 1 re a"'" the tram cro - 1 9 I hours. The crew ^f 
extra 3604 no*" boon cn "uty a rout 1 1 $ Jrurs, previous to 
w m cb Barmeman Brown hac boon ^ff iaaty about 42 hours, Fire­
man 3uff m g t jn ooeut 1 0 ^ b - uro , wad tne t r - m crew nearly 1 2 
lours . 
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