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IN Eb INTESTIGATICON CF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCJRAED
O T UNION PACIFIC RATLROAD WLAR CORLETT
JUICTION, WYO,, OW AUGUST 19, 1920,

September 4, 1920.

On Auvgust 19, 1920, there was a rear-end collisich
betveen two freicht Lrawns on the Union Perertic Ralilroad near
Corlett Junction, Wvo., which resulied 1n tne death of 2 em-
ployees., After investigation of this accident the Chief of
the Bureau of Safety reports as follows:

This esccident occurred on a double-track line over
which trains are ooerated by hire-table, traln orders, and
an automatic block-rirnal gystew. The sisnals are of the two-
posltion, ioler-quacrant type, tie masts carrvirg alternste
home and distent 31-rals. The sicnols involved 1n this ac-
cident are hore 5.~nal 5136, located 2,730 feet east of the
junction switch at Corlett Junctiowy distent signal 5125,
located 4,829 fect eamst of sipnal 5136, ard horme signal 5118,
located 4,717 feet casbt of the c¢aution 3ionel,. The tracl: 1s
tangent from Corlctt Junction to the ooint of accident, a
distance cf ahout 1% miles, "rith a descendin grade for esst-
bound trecains vorving from 0.85 to 1.23 por cunt, The
werther 1ras clear.

Fasthbound freight train cxtra 3616 consicted of 64
cars and a catoose, hanualed by exn-ine 3616, and was 1n charce
of Coaductor Canunon and kngineman ricjurllken., Extra 3616 lerft
Corlett JTunclion at avort 4 15 a.n1 , pas<ed honme s:gpnal 5136
in the clear positieon, distaaft sincl 5126 1n the caution
position, and stonped at home si-aal 5128, which was in the
stop vosgition, the rear cnd of thoe train then being 848 feet
east of distoant s.mnal 5126, The cerelrenan then releascd tne
bralres and had just bzgan to worg stcem vheon the brakes werc
applied as a ves2 % of the recar of the traia boilns struck by
cxtra 3604.

Bastbhound frioichs train cxtra 3004 consisted of
caginc 36ChL and a caboosc, in charge of Conluctor Talbot and
Lngrneman Brovm,., It arrived at Corlett Juncticocn over the
Colorado Davision at about 4.15 a.m. Therc 1s no telcgienh
2.0tTree at Corlett Junetion, and Hofore rroccoding out unon
the maan laine ¢4 that point 1t 19 rocecacary to obbain poer-—
misglon over thoe tclephone from the main-line “igpetchor to
usc the marn linc from that ncint to Cheyonre, & alstiace aof
anout 4 miles. Conivetor Talbot obtnincd the neccessory
authority to run over the Hlain lne to Cheyonne, yo., cnd
after cxtra 3616 had vosscd the junchion switch, (xtra 3604
hceoded out on the nmein lixc, ¢t zcbout 4.20 a,m., and came to
a stop ¢t hone sg12nal 5136, irthich vas Aispleoying a stop
indicetrion  LExlra 3604 then osroceeded, o8 allowed by the
ruleg, pessed distont signnl 5126, which was displcoying a cau-
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tiomr 1ndicetion, aad collided vaith the rcor end of cxtra
3816 ot Lbout L.30 ¢ om,

Slicht dsmosge was sustiincd by cnrine 3604, whale
the cotoose and tvo cers of cxtra 3616 wore dustroved and ‘
rnother car domogzed The cmnlovees killed woere the con-
ductor ond flagmen of extra 3616,

Enziremon Mejuilken, of cxtra 3816, caid he stopped
for home signal 5118, recliescd thce brakes, axd had just
storted to meve wnen tho brakes beson to stick #nd the train
stopped, At thet time ncitn.r ke nor the Tircrmen knew that
tnere had beon an cecident. The en.ainemen thought the trean
h~d bccn stooned not more than 2 or 2 nrautes, or orhout time
cnourh for the brages to be volenzod, while the fircman
tho.ght the trcain hed becn scopred rtout 1 minute. The
en-ineman s2id no trcunle so3 exp.ricnced 1a stortiag the
train from Corlett duncticn ond thelu no delsys had boeen en-
couontcersd until ho reoeaed distont siznel 5126; he then began
to reduce thoe spoad, which n1d zeea cooul 15 or 20 nmiles an
ho.or, 1a recrdiness Lo 3vop ot howe s:i-aal 5118.
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Onernenon frovm, of cxtra 3504, stricd thet th

anrkers on the caboos. of oxtroa 3616 werce tarning hea

left Corlett ovancticn, wrich gt-tomert e voraified Ly

the memhcers o7 the crow of extra 3°04, Logilacrnan Brown said
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th~t afzcr ho-dirs oot on Sac moin line ¢nd coning to a full
atop ot home “.onal 5136, he oroewcded <lovly, ghortly after-
warés paseiag distant soonoel 5126 1n the cnuticn nosition,

2t this cime he ¢1r34 ot 8.0 the mwrkers of cxtre 3616 Fe
reclized thet cxtra 3616 wes cliced of him ahd =-17 he wes
raniing siowlv, looliasg cherd, bat that he did no>t remember
seeing the ccooose uvnbil he feiv vhat at thought woas the
breckKing of & rol, wren he nawe al cwlreoney opplication of
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the o1r Lrakeds i suand that Lhis troin hed collidld waith

the trawin raecd, Fe catim~icd the speea at the tire to

h v¢ beex ~bhout 5 »2l2g tn hour Lrzincencn Brovm sas unable
to nceount for noc cccing the rear end of exsra 3516, and
olirouch he snid theroe '8 o pogssonrllity that he axd £-1llen
reiecp, £t111 he dwo g£ot vhiinx 1t nesginle as he distiactly
remoembered looking ot She water sless bnc ot vhe firemon
v1thin 10 or 15 zzconds of tine t-.ac of the accidens Ho wosg
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more 1ncliaed wo Lthing thot oo cecount of nost —otzcing the
m~rsers of ootre 3616 e bnd bocs under the cri-a.ous im-
pression that tht tr-in h~d prescd ~rourd the curve ncnr .
nome g1-2~1 5118 e~nd thot on accoant of thot ¢rroncous im-
nrcgsion re "rmg not veteching oo closgsely ag hc should have

bcen,

Firaemen Buffington, ¢f esgtro 3604, wig on hisz scrt
box looking ~hc~d -mich n73sing Clow~at sign~1l 5126, getting
down cn the deck of the cngine just b.fore thue rccicoent
occcurrci. Ao vees uncile tec cecouat for the foet tart auv o
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time had hce s.en the mrrkers of extre 3616, The conductor
ead tvo brokemen of extro 2604 vere riding in the coboose
~t thc time of the accidicitby they estimnted thet the speed

-

vas oboat 5 or 6 miles on hour,

Conduector Cranon, ¥_rgnn Burke, aad Hcad Broakemon
Decnnington, woeant 201 duty ot 10.30 c.m., Auzust 18, after
havine been oo daty 74 hours. Aceording to Brrkomon Deanrng-
ton thcy thexn oot to a restaurcnt caf returned to thelr
conoose, the Flregman znd herd br-kemonh ~oing Lo oed a2t 11.00
© ., “hilce the ccnductor dad not &0 to bed antal about nson.
At about 3,00 p.m. gome other cmplowecs crme into the ¢nboose
and were telking witk them, ancg ther fins 1ly rot up at 4. 30

p.m. Brokesen Deoananington sc.os thot the conductor ondc flagman
then vent to nocthor croocszy Lie then went €2 ect and roeturnced
C1l oLt tho coa“uetor cad rlogman

to his cahozse, but <
ocgoan until aftecr the

b o o3 on duty at 8,30 p.m.
on the trip on whiel tn-g oo

cecurrcd,

,

= o
[
]
o
ook

Althcugh she cn.ane crow of oxtra 3604 did not
notLce the ﬂeruTD of oxtra 3616 opefore the nccalont
occurred, cll the nenbers of Lhe crov of cxtra 3604 saw thom
vhen cxtra 3516 donarted from Corslott Tarction, 1o which time
they werce purring brishliy. after the aceilent tac cupola
light was Fouad o heove been demclished, buc the H7o narkers
rere Tournd on the b*ounl one on wreh azue of the treck, and
there wns 211 14 Jach of them, In vicw of this fret, 1t 1s
beliceved thnit ther were osuriing at the &trme of the occident,
ond that tor some UHKHJWH re~son they were act obhsrrved by
the engire crow of cxora 3504.

Tonis acel”cat ms ¢uscd by the frilure 5T Conduc-
tor Canncn nnd Flaqmen 3urke, of cxtra 3616, rrooorly to pro-

tecet therr tro1in, rld ov the ftlLuLe of Dnfinensa Brown, of
xtra 3504, ngpbrly to> pe Foveraned bty sigsnel as ﬁlc:tlons
and to melnc~in a ~reper watch of the treck zhec2, Fircman

Buffington, of LXtre ?’OL, kacw »i the 1rdications of the
31irnals nesscda by nisg Seeoin, ~nd ws on his scot box looking
cheed Just boefore the aceirdoent cceurrel. Unler thesc circum-
shorees he mast n 80 shere i1n the respoasibiritty for fnis

fczoident.,
Rule 99 oI thie r-_ircd reads 1n nart os followna:

Mhen a tr-1a 18 moving uncer circunst- ices 1n
vhich it mey be overtoxgen oy anctacer troain, the
flommen nuet T ke such netion 25 277 boe ncces-—
52Ty to iasure full provection, By night, or
by coy vlien the view 1s obscured, lightad
fusecs nust be throun =I7 ot Troper intervels.™

When boing briucht to o stop ot nome Slg nl 5118,
cxrtre 3616 wmg 1n Ftngrr cf neing overtalken by aac hcr troin,
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and o proper soLars Lor s ooy should have prompted Flag-
rnan Purke to throw off o l:e:ted fusec. Therc 18 nn evi-
dence, hovever, to r1adic~tec Lot any attespt vms nace to
conply "/ith uhg r2le refoerred to ebove. Conductor Cronnon .
ani-ubtedly wns 12 the echrose wity Flozrner Barke, the
bodies of ro tﬂ nmcn being found in the wreelirze of the ca-
bozee, cad 15 egually vgsyonswac iz th tho flim”“n for not
gecings ©o 1t thet propoer nrot.ctien was prov1dea. Ied
cisher of thosc ono 13"“bo com iicd 7162 the ruic, 1t 18
possible thot tnis cecl onb ~ght arve Becn preveabed, 1in
spite o the noelimerce of the enrinc cocw of cxbro 2604,
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Neivher EZq1nceron 3rcvun 2or Fiicrn h Buffington
was cble to offcer ony Jefimite rorson £or tneir foilure to
see the _,crkers 2f cxtra 3616. Thev hal obsirved the auto-
rnotic 3ionnls 2i1soleying the proner 1’¢1crtlans, oac kaew thot
there was an-ther Suvciz immedicvely ~head of thea, and in vicw
o *he strox~t tr-ck, feovor-ole werther coditions, and the
fret thao tae elccoric ae~.btaght "mth thich their engince u-s
equippcsd vogs ourarnye oroterlr, there con bto no cxcusce for
their f-i1lurc to sce the nor-crs ~f exsra 3616 1n time to
Avert tne accilens,

3

coor Cawwon w-s oiplwyed o8 o braXkenon 1
March, 1917, and rrx 1 by ¢rnlucior in Woremborm, 10X
?lnmmun BJ;KG was ¢rnloved 8 a br“kbian 12 July, 19203 he
nod had prewicus oXperic ¢cc Ln sther ro lro~ls.  Lupineman
3r.ovm vas emeloyed os g

n
8.

o Tircr.n 1in 1898 znd pr-acsted Lo
cnrincnscn 17 1903, rfaircen Buffi cton ~+Fs8 omeloved as o firc-

maal 1n 1616, Toe recordg of ©ll of thoesc cinloyocs werc

g0c,

The crev 7 oxtra 2616 hwad been ca Jaty ab
hours, provioes ch tne cnrine crev he? beca ~ffF Tuty
8 houra or 1 rc »n7 tre traain crotr 0% Wors,  The cr
extra 360L aor b 0 AT OUT ll4 n-urs, prcvizus £o
wnich oorinencn 3rovs Dec bewen o700 cuty utoah 42 hovrs, Firc-
ner Buffiaston tosut 103 F‘;?s, "¢ Tae treia crow nonrly 12
1OLTS.
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