
In re Investigation of an accident which occurred on the union Pacific Railroad 
at Bushnell, Nehr*, October J$, 1916* 

On October £3, 191S, there was an accident on the 
Union Pacific Railroad at Buehnell, Hebr*. involving a head* 
end collision between eestbound and westbound freight trains 
at the switch leading from the eastbound ^ain track to the 
pas&lng traok, the wreckage being struck fcy a westbound pas­
senger train, This accident resulted In the death of the head 
brake&aa of the ©sstbouad freight train a»d the firman of the 
passenger train, and the injury of 21 passengers and 4 employee 
An investigation of this accident was held in conjunction with 
the Kehraska Railway CQSEsdBslojp;, a hearing teiag, held tt Ohey-
anne. Wyoxiag, on October 271 1913. As & result of this In­
vestigation, the Chief of the Division of Safety cuhaitu the 
following report! 

This part of the Union Pacific E&Ilro&d is a double 
track line, train oowaeats being rroteeted fcy an nutom&tie 
block 3igne.l oyster.. The passing track at Bu£hne31 is located 
between the t\.t> T I C in traces, and at e&eh end is aonneoted with 
then. The switch goiutc tt the western end of the vising 
track ere 30 feat cast of automatic block signal 4S36, govern­
ing the eastbound main track. Automatic signal 4644, the first 
eastbound signal west of signal &S36, is looated 4,390 foot 
west thereof. Approaching the point of asaldcnt from signal 
4644 thero is a curve of SO sdnutes loading to the left, 1,500 
feet of talent and a curve of 1 dogrco 30 minutes to the 
right, about 1,300 feet la length, the eastern end of the o ?rve 
being about at eastbound signal 4636. Tk^ grade for nearly 
one-half ails west of slgkUL 464*1 is about one-half per cent 
descending for eastbound trains, this grade continuing to a 
point about 1,500 feet beyond the signal. This is followed 
by about 1,100 feet of slightly descending grade and 700 feet 
of slightly ascending grade, heyond which, point the grade be­
gins to descend, being about ,35 per cent at the point of ae-
eldest, Apv^ro&ohing the point of accident froi& the eatst, the 
first automatic block signal 10 signal 4G£5; this signal 
is about 4,000 feet east of westbound signal 4633, which Is 
located 650 feot oust of the point of collision. Beginning 
Tt signal 4325, tho track Is on a curve to the left of 1 de­
gree for a distance of £,300 feet, beyond îiloh point it is 
straight up to the point of accident. Practically all of 
the l-degrae curve Is on a ^rude of aearly one-Half per cent 
ascending for wostbound trails; it Is then o&ly slightly 
seconding until within & s>»ort distance of signal 4C33, and 
Is then about ,35 per cent &3oe:i£i:iv3 to the point of accident* 
As practically all the buildings of the town of Bustoell 
are located on the north side of the track, and ass there 
are no outs or trees on the inside of any of these curves, 
the view of signals is entirely unobecured, and under 



favorable conditions they can be seea for several miles. At 
the time of the accident a light snow was felling. 

Westbound freight train 6th Ho. £55 oonsiated of 33 
ears and a caboose, hauled by locomotive E873, and was in 
charge of Conductor Sullivan and Bnglneman Jackson, It left 
Kimball. Hebr., at 9*45 a. m», 11 blurs end 15 minutes late, 
and on its arrival at Busbaell, 11.7 miles west of Kimball, 
headed In on the passing track and came to a stop near the 
western end of the seme, at about 10,£5 p. a« Locomotive £87$ 
was then uncoupled from the train, pul1 ed out on the eastbound 
Win track and backed easterly to the water tank, ©bout 1,600 
feet east of the switch* the switch leading to the eastbouad 
main track had been opened by Brakeman Mayer, and as soon as 
he lined the switch for the locomotive to baetk down the eaat-
bound track he stwted west to flag any eaatbound train which 
might approach. Alter water had been taken, Inglneoaaa Jack­
son started to pull ahead toward the switeh for the purpose 
of backing in on the passing track and coupling the locomotive 
t® the train. When the switch had been nearly reaohed, the 
headlight of the locomotive hauling eastbound freight train 
1st So. £54 was seen to be very close, and as effort wae mode 
to got looozad&ve 2675 off the win track. The fireman 
opened the switch and the loeosootive had backed about one 
ear lenfctb clear of the switch points when it wae struck by 
train 1st Ho* 054, the switch not having been closed, 

Sastbound freight train let Ho* £54 consisted of tb 
loaded ears end a caboose, hauled by locomotives 1807 m& 
£07, and was in charge of Conductor Sictoaughy and Sngineiaea 
Bioherdson and Boss, It passed Smeod, 4,9 miles from Bun­
nell, at about 10.34 y* is,, nearly four hours late. Ap~ 
proaohlag Bushnell It passed automatic signal 4644 In the 
eautioa position, also Brakeuan Moyer. who was at the 
eastern end of a bridge more than 1700 foot frcm the switeh, 
giving stop signals, passed the home signal, So. 4636, 
which was displaying e stop indication, and, entering the 
passing track, collided with locomotive 8878 while traveling 
at a speed estimated to have been about £0 mllm m hour, 
this accident recurring at about 10.42 p* m, 

Locomotive £676 was driven backward about 150 feet, 
at which point it was derailed, together with the two loco* 
motive* of train 1st Hoi £84. The first 14 oars of coal 
on the head end of train let Ho* £54 piled up Issaediately 
la the rear of the locomotives, blocking botb main tracks. 
Imedietely after the collision, the wreckage was struck 
by westbound passenger train Mo, 7, know as the Los Angeles 
Limited. This train consisted of 1 baggage oar, 2 tourist 
sleeping cars, 1 dining car, 4 standard sleeping oars and 
an observation car, hauled by locomotive 289?, and was in 
charge of Conductor Eastings and Enginesian Ulrieh. It 
passed Kimball at 10.§8 p. su, 13 minutes late, passed Bush-
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nell etction, about 1,430 feet from the point of ©ollieion, 
at 10.42 p. &», and collided wits the wreckage while travel­
ing at a speed estimated to hare bees aV>ut 50 mi) as an hour. 
A3 a result of this seeond coll ision locomotive &B&¥ was 
tftrowa down the embankment on the right side of the track, 
while its tender broke away and was turned in the opposite 
direction, The baggage car came to reat on its rifht side 
with its forward and across the westbound &ain traek and its 
rear end down the embankment, where it crushed in the left 
aide end bottom of the first tSttrist sleeping car, which was 
resting at the foot of the embankment on Its side. The rear 
end of this tourist sleeping ear crashed in the side of the 
second tourist sleeping oar, which ease to rest with its head 
end aoross the westbound track and Its rear end down the em­
bankment , The dining car &mm to rest on its side, with the 
forward end down the eubankBieat and the rear end also across 
the westbound track. The first standard ©leaping car, the 
fifth oar in the train, was derailed but regained upright 
on the roadbed and escaped serious dama&e, Loeosaotive £89? 
was quite badly damaged, as was the ease with the first 
four care in the train. The dining and baggage car© were of 
all*steel construction, while the tourist sleeping ears had 
steal underframes and ends, with wooden superstructures, 
finished on the outside with metal sheathing. The locomotives 
on both v/estbound trains were equipped with electric headlights 
of £,000 candle power. The leading locomotive of train 1st 
Ho* sS4 was equipped with an acetylene headlight of 500 caudle 
power. All of these headlight* were burning «t the ti^e of 
the accident, 

^glneman Jackson, of train 6th Ho, £55, stated that 
when his train stop, ed on the passing track at Bushnell the 
locomotive was cut off, the switch leading to the eastbound 
min track was opened by the head brakem&n, end he gulled out 
on that track. The switch was then closed and he backed the 
locomotive do^n the ea&tbound track to the ̂ ater tank, while 
the brekeman was sent west to protect by flag against east* 
bound trains. He did not whistle out a flag in either direo* 
tion, and also said that he aad not said anything to the con­
ductor about taking water at this point. During all of these 
movements the electric headlight on hie locomotive was burning. 
The first he saw of the headlight of train 1st Ho, 254 m& 
after water had be^n taken and when his locomotive had readied 
a point about half way between the water tank and the switch. 
At that time he asked the fireman if he could see any sign 
of an approaching train and the fireman replied that he thought 
he saw a light out in the country* Inglnaman ?aokson eeld 
that he then crossed over to the fireman's side and, on lock­
ing ahead, remarked that there was a train in the vicinity 
of Smeed, He then began to hurry, and the fireman Jumped off 
at the switch as the locomotive passed it, opened the @wite$ 
and he then started to back into the pausing track. Be had gotten about one or two rods inside of the switch points when 



the collision occurred* le thought about 10 minutes elapsed 
between the time the locomotive out oft and the tiae of the 
accidentf and that train Ho. 7 collided with the wreckage within a second or two after the collision. Xngincmea Jack­
son also stated that the fireman got off on the right side 
of the locomotive, the switehetand being between the two 
m&n tracks, and that he saw the fireman try to close the 
switch after the locomotive had backed clear of the switch 
points, but he thought the firessa did not have tl&a to 
close it before train 1st Ho* 254 approached, the last he 
saw of the fireman was when the latter took hold of the switch 
lever. He eta ed that if the fireman had succeeded in oloa~ 
Img the switch the trains would not have wet head-on, but he 
thought that possibly train 1st Ho* £54 would have cornered 
his locomotive. After the accident he asked the fireman why 
he did not close the switch end stated that the fireman told 
him that the approaching train was so close that he could 
not have done so without endangering his life. Buie D-iss 
reads as follow*! 

"When a train crosses over to* or obstructs the 
other traak, unless otherwise provided it must first 
be protected aa prescribed by Bule 9$ on both direc­
tions on that track.9 

togineman Jackson stated that under this rule the movement 
should have been protected by flag in each direction before 
the fflovsnent was made, and that he failed to observe the rule 
by protesting in one direction only, and also by not being 
protected before the movement was started* Under the cir­
cumstances, however, he thought he was justified, saying 
that he looked and that he could have seea any train approach­
ing from the west when It we several miles distant* He said 
that he also listened for the roar of a trta. Ee also said 
that the snow did not obscure the automatic signals and that 
he did not have my trouble in observing them or seeing lights 
at the rear of his train of 56 ears. 

Bead Br&kes&an Moyer stated that he cut off locomotive 
2875 fro® the head end of train 6th Ho. 355, about Z0 oar 
lengths from the switch, and rode up to the switch, opened it, 
and, after the locomotive had pulled out on the eaatbound 
track, closed the switch so that the locomotive could back 
down to take water* After the locomotive started to back 
down the mtn track he walked westerly and when he nad gone 
about 10 ear lengths he saw the headlight of the leading 
looosotlve of train 1st Ho. 254, apparently about % l/£ or 
3 miles distant. He went toward it and placed one torpedo 
cm the rail about £5 ear lengths from the switohf after this, 
he heard the train sound the station whistle and he then began 
to run. Ee tried to light a fusee, hut was usable to tear 



off the cap, and whoa train 1st Ho, $04 &asae ©round tha 
second curve west of Buahaell ho was near the second bridge 
beyond the switch and began to give atop signals with bie 
red lantern. He stated that at this tlrae the approaching 
train was about 15 or 20 oar lengths west of the bridge 
and that no aoknowledgment of his stop signals had been 
given* He stated that he went back as far as the eastern 
end of the second bridge, or about 1,700 feet frou the 
switch, and that he then got off the track, on the eagirseffianfa 
side, to avoid being struck, the tr&in passing him at a speed 
of about 30 miles an hour. Be did not see the englnesnaa on 
the leading looomotive, or any of the engine eraw on either 
locomotive, as train let Mo, B&4 passed hia, and said that 
there was no fire flying fro® the brake shoes and no apparent 
indioation that any application of the &ir brakes had been 
mace, BraJkentsji Meyer further stated thet when goin^ over 
the road he had had no difficulty in observing signals given 
from the rear of the train, and that h© had no difficulty 
in observing the block signals. Whm he was out flagging 
he sew slgaal 4636 in the stop position, Be did not, how* 
ever, observe the position of the distant signal, as ne did 
not go beyond the bridge, Se said the signals did not go 
to the clear position at any time after loooieotive 2875 start­
ed for rater, and that when he returned to the scene of the 
accident he found the switch lined for the passing tra®k# 
Brakeman Hoyer further stated that the engir<sftaxi told M m to 
open the switch and that he did so, and that the locomotive 
moved out on the eaetbound track without any flag protection 
in either direction. He said that the engineman did not 
whistle out a flag in either direction and did not soy any* 
thing to him about jroteotlng before occupying the westbound 
track. He said that the manner in which this aoveraent ims 
made and protected was the usual manner of asking end proteet* 
lng euen zfiovenents* He also said that he should %&v® gone 
out to flag at once and that the switch should have been 
opened by the fireman afterwards* 

Firenian Harvey stated that after taking frcm one* 
third to one-hal f a tank of water the locomotive was pro­
ceeding westerly for the purpose of coupling to the train, and 
^aen about £00 or 300 feet from the switch he saw the ea&t­
bound freight train approaching. He was not positive how 
far away it VTSS, but thought it *ad passed th© caption signal* 
As his locomotive ran by the awiioh he dropped off to open 
it, the looomotive coming to & stop about 30 feet beyond 
the switch points. He stated that while at the switohat&ad 
he did not see the headlight of the approaching train, al­
though he knew it was in the block, until a seeond or two 
before the collision occurredj there was then no time for 
him to close the switch. In Uis endeavor to dloae the switch 
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he unhooked the look and took hold of the switch lever, hut 
the forward trueke of his own looo&otlv© were still on the 
switch points and the other train was too close, Ee did not 
rsmeaaber what he did between this time and the time he found 
himself 50 or 60 feet from the switch, over in the field, 
north of the locomotive of train Ho* 7, He did not know how 
he got there, but thought He wea thrown. He did not observe 
tsbe approach of train Ho, 7, and the first he toww of its 
presence isas after it had collided with the wreckage, Fire* 
man Harvey also stated that he heard Inglnenan Jackson tell 
Brskeman Meyer to take with him a red li^ht and a fuse®, and 
go out and flag as soon as he threw the switch- Ee stated 
that it was snowing ^ulte a little and that to sow extent 
It interfered with seeing the signal». 

Ooaduetor Sullivan aaid tbet on the arrival of his 
train at Buataell it was snowing very little and he m% able 
to see block signals z~l/2 silles away, Ee stated that the 
train had taken the siding for train So, 7 that ne did 
not know that the engineman intended to take water at that 
point* He was in the caboose and remained there until noti­
fied of the occurrence of the accident, Ee thought train 
Ho, 7 arrived about 17 or IS minutes after his train had 
gotten into clear. He said that under the rules a stoves en t 
such as was jsade by Sngineman Jackson should have been pro­
tected by flag In both directions* in this case no protec­
tion m s given by any one on the rear of the train because 
no signal had been sounded by the ©nglrieman. Be further 
stated that it was always considered safe to wake a movement 
under the circumstances which listed in this case, with the 
flagman and the locomotive going away frost esoh other, but 
that whenever he knew of such movements ho saw it that 
flag protection in both directions was afforded, 

Knglneman Richardson, In charge of the leading loco­
motive of train 1st Ho, 254, said that he first saw the else* 
trie headlight of locomotive 2875 when about one mile **est of 
Bushnell, She headlight showed very distinctly, and at about 
the same time he saw the electric headlight of train Ho. 7 
farther away. He supposed one train was on the passing traek 
and the other on the westbound main track, H® told the fire* 
man to look back and aee if a proceed signal given from 
the rear of the train, and the firenan said that he could 
not see the rear end. He asked the fireman if he could see 
anything ahead and the fireman told M m he could not. At 
about the same time he saw the distant signal, being about 
800 feet from it when he first sew it, the signei at this 
time being in the caution position. He stated that upon see-
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lag tills indication he made a strong servio© application o f 
the air brakes, abut 10 or It pounds* The speed at this 
tine wa$ about 39 alios an hour* The next thing which at­
tracted his attention was the white lantern of the fla^aan, 
and Just afterwards he saw the fl&g&an's red lantern. Ifhea 
he got close enough to the flngcxa to see his red lantern he 
saw that ad W&B giving stop signalo witb it, and at once ap* 
plied the air brakes in emergency, At this time th© flagnan 
was on the south or right hmd side of the track* at th© east­
e m end o f the second bridge west of Be&hnell, The cafe win­
dow was open and he was leaning out, m that the fl&giaan 
oould have aeon him if he had looked, l£a&in©m&n Kichardson 
stated that as he apr reached the evritch It vat difficult for 
him to a ay how fast his train ists running, on account of look­
ing into the electric headligfcts, and al&© m he war paying 
sore attention to the other trein, and making every effort to 
stop, but he thought its s^e^d was abrat 15 or 20 railee m 
hour when the collision ocourred. At &o time did he ee® tte 
firemen of train 6rb Ko, P5$ et or near the ewitoh, Ee also 
said that he did not know exactly where hlu train collided 
with locomotive 2375, as the electric headlight shining 
directly Into his faae, end he &ould not Gee anything under 
those conditions, but from c*rks on the ties He supposed It 
WES right at the switch poiatE, Bnglainsan Kiehtrdton stated 
ths* while he had had difficulty In making two previous stops, 
and was seeing tne signals when only 500 or 400 feet from 
then:, yet he eoaeiSerad that he proceeding at a safe r&te 
of speed isfee& trave lag 35 &lle® an hour* He afterwards said 
that he did not think ha was taking any chance by allowing 
the train to drift by the distant slgr<al seer the speed lLi.it 
for freight trains of 35 miles an hoar, and he did not know 
how far he would have drifted toweM the home signal at that 
speed If he had not been flagged by the flagman* Ee also said 
thet the rules provide that on finding a distant signal at 
caution an engineman should slow down immediately, and be 
prepared to stop at the home signal. With regard to rule 
which states that In foggy or storî r weather no attempt shall 
be ̂ d e to &ak© up tijr.e, he aald that he had never felt that 
that rule applied to anything but high-speed trains, like pas­
senger trails. He also stated that when he sei. the two eleo* 
trlo deadlights and also the distant signal In the caution 
position, It did not oceur to hiss that oa» of the two trains 
was occupying the eaetbouad traa*:, on aosount of the fact that 
there was no flagmen in sight at that tLae, aayiug that be 
had no Idea what was holding the distant signal in t&e caution 
position. He also said that he ,ad no oo&plalnt to sake about 
the condition of the air pu&ps or the air brake equipment on 
the train, leaving Cheyenne. At first :ie had been, having sow 
little trouble in making stops, and when making a stop at one 
point where the grade la heavier than at Bushnell he used the 
emergency brake i. and even thea ran by the switch and bad to 
back up about is feet In order to clear the switch points* 

http://lLi.it
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Attar Increasing tea train Una pressure from 70 to 80 pounds 
he had no further trouble until approaching the point of the 
accident, and said he was surprised at the time that he eould 
not stop the train efter a service application of the brakes 
had been aade for a distance of 500 or 400 feet, followed by 
an emergency application for nearly one-half mile on nearly 
level track, and he doubted if be would have stoped in time 
to avoid the collision even if he had applied the emergency 
air brakes when he saw the distant signal* He said that the 
weather conditions were such that he tied difficulty in seeing 
the signals given from the rear of the train, and in some 
oaees be oould not see them at all* Toe block signals eould 
not be seen from a great distance, but a strong light, such 
as an eleetrle headlight, oould be seen quite a long distance! 
the a all lights were difficult to distinguish through the 
snow. He considered a 20-pound application to be a full ser­
vice application when there waa so pounds train line pressure, 
and said that if he had made a full service application when 
he first saw the distant signal he might have caused damage 
to the train, 

fireman Powell, of the leading locomotive of train 1st 
Bo* £54, stated that this wee hla first trip over this district. 
Approaching Bushnell, west of the distant signal, Engineman 
Richard eon told him to look out and see if he could see any­
thing. He etated that he flrat looked ahead, but could not see 
anything, either signals or headlights, and then the engineman 
told him to look back. He did so, but eould not even see the 
markers on the caboose. He supposed the engineman wanted him 
to look back to see if a proceed signal was given from the rear 
of the train. At about this time the emginegsn placed the brake 
valve in the service position, gave two short blasts of the 
whistle, supposedly in anewer to the flagman's signals, followed 
by an emergency application of the brakes, reducing the speed 
from 30 to about 15 miles an hour. He thought that about one 
minute elapsed between the two applications of the brakes. He 
stated that he did not @ee the distant si^ial, although on the 
inside of the curve when approaching it, but he thought the 
service application of the brakes was trade when the locomotive 
was about opposite the signal. Approaching the point of aoel­
dent he was riding on the seatbox, looking ahead, but he claimed 
that he did sot see the switch, the home signal, the fireman 
standing near the switch, or either of the two electric head­
lights. When he descended to the ground after the accident he 
looked at hie watch and it was 10,42 Fireman Powell also 
said that at one point on the trip It was rather difficult to 
stop the train, but that it was stopped clear of the switch, 
and in his opinion the brakes had been working propetly. 
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Ingineman Ross, In charge of the second locomotive 
of train 1st Ho. 884, stated that this was bis first trip 
on this district and that he wae not well acquainted with 
the gradea and curves. Approaching Busanell he saw the 
distant signal displaying a caution indication when about 
200 yards from it. He did not notice any application of 
the air brakes as the train approached the distant signal, 
but said he did not know whetner or &ot he would have 
noticed it as, when making some of the previous stops, he 
had not notleed or felt the application of the air* Ee 
also saw the flagman with red and whit® lanterns, but did 
not hear the explosion of any torpedoes. He saw the flag* 
man get off the track and said that he was giving stop 
signals when the locomotives passed him, and at about this 
time the brakes were applied* The electric headlight of 
the freight locomotive was then shining in -is face, as 
well as the electrio headlight of the passenger train, 
which wae some distance back of the freight locomotive. 
It did not seem to hist that the train slowed down very 
rapidly, but he thought that perhaps it *ms because the 
engineman of the leading locomotive could see better than 
he could. He stated that he leaned some distance out of 
the cab window, trying to see the home signal* While he 
did not k&ow exaetly where it was located, he stated that 
he could not see anything on account of the two electrie 
headlights, and that at no time did he see the home signal. 
He also said that when the locomotives crossed the passing 
track switch he thought that the opposing train bad gotten 
Into clear and that there was not going to be any collision; 
and that perhaps this might have been the reason he had not 
noticed any red hose signal, Engineman Boss further stated 
that he could have applied the air brakes by cutting in the 
air O B his locomotive, but that he supposed the esglnemaB 
on the leading locomotive could see better than he could. 
He thought the speed of the train had been about 30 miles 
an hour until about at the flagraan, and that it was afterwards 
reduced about 10 miles an hour* He said that the distant 
signal could be seen very plainly, but that the difficulty 
in seeing signals occurred east of that point* While it 
was snowing, yet the weather conditions were not as bad as 
the electric headlights. In explaining how the electric 
headlights interfered, he said that they did not interfere 
with the signals themselves, but by shining in his eyes pre­
vented him from seeing what was ahead of him. The electric 
headlighta of both locomotive 2376 and the locomotive of 
train Ho* 7 were shining in his face. Me thought train Ho* 
7 might have been about Ualf-way by the passing track, but 
said that he was not sure as to its location as he could not 
see clearly, Ee further stated that between Cheyenne and 
the point of accident no difficulty was experienced in hand­
ling the train by the air brakes! and that Knginemen El chard-
eon made vesygood stops. 



Firesan Heilaen, of tne second looomotive of train let 
No. £54* stated that hie looomotive parsed the awiteh at Bums 
about IS or IS feet, and that it had to back up before heading 
in on the pas&lng track* Approaching Sushnell he felt the 
brakes being applied about at the distant signal, but said he 
did not know the exact location as he did not see the signal, 
saving that steam and smoke were rolling down on his aide* At 
the time of passing the distant signal he wae riding on his 
seatbox, with the window open, and was leaning out the window* 
He thought the speed was about SO miles an hour, perhaps 3£ 
miles, at that time. He was looking back to see if any signals 
were given, and while looking back felt the brakes applied, but 
did not notice any fire flying from the wheels. He then heard 
two short blasts of the whistle* Be said that he did not see 
either of the two electric headlights, or the home signal, 
that he looked to see what was ahead, but did not see anything, 
and at no time did he see any electric headlight* He did not 
realize that there was going to be a collision until it oc­
curred* He thought the speed was about 18 miles an hour at 
this time* 

Conductor MeConeughy, of train 1st Ho* £54, stated that 
about five stops were made by hla train en route, and that at at 
least one point the grade was heavier than at Bushnell • He did 
not notice Engineman Richardaon backing up 10 fact at Burns, 
saying that the caboose was not moved backward at all in order 
to clear the switch* He did not notice any trouble being ex­
perienced in making stops* At the ti&e the accident occurred 
he was riding in the cupola of the caboose and did not notice 
the position of the automatic block signals* He said the first 
thing he noticed was a shock, and then the train seemed to keep 
lunging ahead, this being due to the piling up of ths c&rs. He 
did not notice any application of the air brakes until ab&ut the 
time of the collision, and he did not think there aad been any 
appreciable reduction la the speed, which had averaged about 
2Q miles an hour* It was 10, 42 p, m» when he stepped from, the 
caboose immediately after the collision occurred. He stated 
that after the accident he talked with ISBgiaeaan Richardson, 
and that the engineman told him that he eould not stop after 
he saw the fl&^n&n, that he applied the air brakes in emergency, 
but that the train was too heavy. He did not think the weather 
conditions were such as to obscure the view to any extent. 

Hear Brake&en Eoweboom stated that he was riding on 
the rear platform of the eabooee when his trin approaching 
Bushnell, and that he did not notice any application of the 
air brakes. He thought the speed wae about $5 miles an hour* 
He also stated that in making the other stops en route, no dif­
ficulty had been experienced* 
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D, H. Breeae, air brake superintendent, stated that 
approaching Busaaeli from the west with a train of the same 
weight and cumber of ears as train 1st Wo. 334 had, end travel­
ing at a speed of 35 miles an hour* the train eould be atoped 
with an emergency application 0f the elr brakes in from 1*200 
to 1*500 feet | and he stated that if Engineman Richardson had 
made a aervice application of 10 or 15 pounds at the distant 
eignal, and then em energency application when passing the flag* 
ma+ 1,700 feet from the home signal, the train eould have been 
stopped without any difficulty; in fact, if the proper service 
application had been made at the distant signal, it would have 
been sufficient to stop the train before reaching the home sig­
nal* 

This accident was caused by the failure of Brakwaaa 
Meyer properly to protect locomotive 2970 while it was oceuy-
lag t&e main track, and by the failure of teginem&n Richardson, 
of the leading looomotive on train 1st Ho. 254, properly to ob* 
serve and be governed by automatic block signal indieationa* 

The evidence indicated that train 6th Ho« £55 was into 
clear on the passing track at least IS minutes betfere the col­
lision occurred, and, assuming thst an interval of 15 minutes 
elapsed between the time the train stopped and ths time the 
locomotive headed out on the eastbound traok and started to 
back to the water tank, Brakenan Meyer had at least 10 siinutea 
in which to go out and protect the novemont, Bule Ho. 99, of 
the Hules and Regulations of the Transportation department, 
reads aa follows* 

•When a train stops or is delayed under cireum-
stances in which it may be overtaken by another train 
the flagman mist go he ok immediately with stop signals 
a sufficient distance to insure full protection. One-
fourth of a mile from the rear of the train he will 
place one torpedo on the rail, continuing back one-half 
mile from the rear of his train, he will place two tor­
pedoes on the rail, two rail lengths apart, fie may then 
return to the single torpedo where he must regain until 
relieved by another flagman or is recalled by the whistle 
of his engine. When recalled, if ne does not oee or 
hear an approaching train, the single torpedo will be 
removed (and not before), if conditions warrant, a red 
fusee will be displayed to protect his train while re­
turning* 

"During foggy or stormy wecthcr, in the vicinity 
of obscure curves or descending grades, or If other con­
ditions require it, the flagman *r%n increase the dis­
tance. 



•Should a train be seen or heard approaching be-
for* flegaan haa reached the required distance, he 
aust at once place one torpedo on the rail, and, if 
by night or during foggy or storwy weather, display 
a red fusee, continuing In the direction of the ap­
proaching train. 

•If the flagman is recalled before reaohlng the 
required distance he will, If necessary, place two 
torpedoes on the rail two rail lengths apart by day, 
and by night display a red fueee in addition, to pro­
tect his train while returning, 

Hkhem a train is f&Jtgged, the engine&an mint ob­
tain a thorough explanation of the cause, stopping if 
necessary. 

"The front of a train met be protected la the same 
manner when necessary, 

•Conductors are responsible for the full ̂ rotee* 
tion of their trains in both directions and under all 
conditions•• 

According to Brakesian Iioyer*s testimony he partially 
eacaplied with the rule by placing one torpedo on the rail short­
ly after he saw train 1st No, £54 approaching, and before he 
had gone out the required distance, but he stated that this 
torpedo was pieced on the rail 25 ear lengths from the switch 
and that he had only readied a point about 1,700 feet froa the 
switch when train 1st So* £54 passed him* In view of the 
amount of time which he mat hare had at his disposal, there 
is no apparent reason why Bra&em&a Mover, if he had beam proper-* 
ly performing his duty, could not have gone out a mi ah greater 
distance. 

The testimony of Engineman Blohardsoa, as to what he 
did, is conflicting. At one point in his testimony he said 
he made a 10- or IE-pound application of the brakes when he saw 
the distant signal, while at another point he said that he did 
not think he was taking a chance by allowing the train to drift 
hy tbe distant signal running nearly at the speed liiilt* The 
testimony of the fireman on each locomotive indicate© that an 
application of the brakes was made at the distant signal, "1iile 
the engineman of the second locomotive said the brakes were ap­
plied when the train passed Brakentan Meyer, and the conductor 
and flagman, both of whom were on the caboose, stated that they 
did not notice any application of the air brakes until Just 
before the collision occurred* After carefully considering 
this conflicting testimony, the speed at which the train na4 
been running, and the condition of the wreckage, it is be­
lieved that JbgiJaeman Richardson did not make m application 
of the air brakes when he saw the distant signal Indicating 
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caution, cut that the first application was made whan he was 
flagged toy Brakeman Meyer* Bule Ho* $0B reeds as follows! 

*fi^inemea finding a distant signal at •caution* 
©mat Immediately bring their trains under control, and 
be prepared to stop before reacting the home signal* 
They are reminded that although the distant signal in­
dicates the position of the home signal, the hone sig­
nal may assume the STOP position after the distant alg* 
ual has given the CLE&R indication, and while the train 
is between the distent and home signal* for this rea­
son enginsmen and trainmen suet be on the alert, pre­
pared to bring the train toja atop if the home signal 
indicates STOP, and be governed by tele 504,* 

Under this rule, there should be no doubt as to th® r?otion to 
be taken on finding a distant signal in the caution position, 
and toglnem&n Hichardson should have made such an application 
of the air brakes at this signal m would ,iave brought hie train 
under control Immediately! 

A contributing cause w&e the failure of foglneman Jack­
son, of looomotive properly to observe and be governed 
by rule D-158, previously quoted. Onder this rule locomotive 
£@7§ should not have occupied the main treole until proper pro­
tection had been afforded, as required by rule Mo* 99. While 
it is believed that Brakeman Moyer had sufficient time to pro­
tect the looomotive before the arrival of train 1st Ho, £54, 
yet had locomotive regained on the passing tr^ck until 
Brakemn Moyer went out to flag, it is possible that lie would 
have gone out a greater distance and would have succeeded in 
stopping the approaching train in tine to nvert the collision. 
In any event, however, at the time Sagineman Jackson moved his 
looomotive out on the stain track no attempt to protect it by 
flag had been made, and for making this movement under these 
conditions Bagiceman Jackson ie respnsible, 

A further contributing o&use v-es th© failure of Kugiae-
Hian Boas, in charge of the second locomotive of train 1st Ho* 
£54, to cut in his air and take control of the train when he 
saw that Engineman Richardson was not properly obeying the 
automatic block eignal Indications, It Enginemn Ross1 

first trip over this division, however, and he stated that 
after passing the distent signal he was leaning out of the 
window in the endeavor to see wht was ahead of bis train, and 
to locate the home signal, and he said that he did not at any 
time ©ee the indication of the hose signal on account of the 
fact that the electric headlights of locomotive &87S and of 
the passenger locomotive were shining in his eyes. 
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Braketsan Meyer wee employed a& a fireman on the 
looming Bi vision In September, 19i&» and in Mareh. I#l6f was transferred to the Hebraska division as a hra^eman* At the time 
of the aoeldent he had been on duty 1& hours end 5 slnutes, 
after a period off duty of 10 hours and n&nutes# 

Englneffisn Richardson was employed in Koveanber, 1809, 
as a fireman, and was promoted to englnei&an in August, 1903* 
In April, 1911, he waa discharged for disregarding a block 
signal* He was reemployed as a hostler in July of the same 
year, and in October was reinstated to englnesian, H© 
again discharged in April, 1913, for violating rule Ho* 
which governs the protection of trains iy flag, and was re­
instated in May of the se&e year* At the tiane of the acci­
dent he had been on duty 6 hours end 30 minutes, after a 
periddoff duty of 9 hours end 40 ainutes* 

Bnginem&n Jackson entered the service In October, 1904, 
as a fire&an, and In September, 1907, was promoted to engineman* 
In February, 1910, he was; discharged for hazard of accident, 
being reinstated in Sepeember of the same year. In Beoember, 
1914, he was given 30 demerits for running on short tixe ahead 
of a passenger train, and in November, 1®15, m a again given 
30 demerits for responsibility in connection with a derailment. 
At the time of the accident he had been on duty 13 hours and 
10 minutes, after a period off duty of 13 hours an4 20 minutes. 

Bnglnej&an Ross was employed as a fireman in September, 
190e, and was promoted to engineman in May, 1913. At the time 
of the accident he had been on duty a hours 50 oinutes, after 
a period off d ty of 11 hours aad 35 minutes. 

In severe of its reports covering accident investi­
gations, the Ooiamisalon has called attention to the improper 
observance of caution signals on the part of engir?emenf end this aoeldent a^ain directs attention to the necessity of en-
giaeaaea Immediately bringing their trains under control under 
such elrenmstan&ee* In this case the rule specifics}ly 
yovides that esgineiaen shall bring their trine under control 
immediately upn observing a caution signal, and had Bngiswan 
Bichardsou obeyed this rule, or had locomotive 2675 been pro­
tected by flag before occupying the main track, as required 
by rule B-152, this accident undoubtedly would have been jpee* 
vented. 


