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IN RE THVESTIGNLTIOR OF a8 ACCINENT ®BIOR QCCURRID O THN
POLERG, 8T« LOULS & 90avBy BAILROAD BEAR
VEEDEROBURG, IHD., OF DECZHDYR £4, 1018,

én Doosmber ¥4, 1915, thers vas & headeand gollision bHu-
tresn o passanger traln and a2 Troefght tralo op the Toledo, St. Louis
& Wost-ra Bailroad noar VeedeTsturg, Iad., which zemulées in the
&suth of 1 engineman and 3 firemsn, and the inary of 19 pacsengera.
Aftor investigotion of this aceident, the Ohiaf of the Division of
Garaty suhmits the Pollewving repordi

This pert of the Tolndo, 5%« Louls & Weetepn Nailroed 1s
a wiagle~Srauck line, trein novemenis belng nroteated by a mmmmal
bploek signsl syntems The tower at Vesderslmrg ie loented at the |
sroeslng of %he Co CUs Oy &8 5%, Le 204 Co & By T reilroacs snd ia
whad 1@& fout weat A the srocaing of the O e O & B8, L. and
Te Hhe Lo & ¥ maillrondss Thin towsr soutrolz a US=lover lnlere
looking slant, of whieh .’ levers ~pn &n aper tlon, On the day
preseding this ascident sho Intzrlicciias plant wms put out of serw
vise By a derailment oo the Te O Da & BBe Lo R, tnd on the doy

of 4he segldent 2 flogman = oneidlofed at the droseover $o assias
the apspatore In addition no talegrapbig gonnecoetlions, the towey

has mumersus talophone sonnoeblonge
Approaching tho jolint of aceldens from the west, there
{2 over thres miles of Log-omy S¥aok) approaching from Sthe oast

T —m—— e e

there Lz 500 feeb of Lanuons, o surve of three Jegrees o the

right, £00 feet ln lompih, 507 Teof of tangont end & purve o She
{

lefh of two degveos 18 minaten, bhle curve being about 1,400 foed

tn lengbh, The solllaien cocurred Resr the atddle of this lnst
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gurws, 2t whioh pefnt the tSreak 42 on an ascending grade for westle
ponng tralns of L4885,

Tasthound peserayger Sraln Nos 4 eonslated of one ampty
baggnge ouye ons curbieation Wezgage and exsress gar, e ombinw
stiom mall and poassonger oy, and %o ogaches, all of wooden oofie
atruotlon, haulad by locsnosive 48, and =as Ln ellarye of Conduetor
Vinoent and Inginenan Bennetts X% lafs Uhayloston, T11,, 2t 18:38
PalBey 28 minutes lole, angd st Oates, Inde, the orew in sharge ro-
goived coples of traln omiura Hose 86 and 68, reading ez Mollowa

Train opcer No. 986

Be 4 wmps 48 walt ab Cabtes untll tuo forty
2530 Da Wa for Ho. 35 onge 1884%

Train order Soe 88,
ﬁmaasngﬁ'ﬁgaiggaygf ’§§.f§§§§§§fv§h§§¢§§uﬁég%agﬁ-
t¥a 100 aast at Frantforte Meed satra 187 cest ab
Dlapk®s BI1L.®
Tralia Noe 4 lefy Catos €% 2144 Dath, 48 xminulse lase,
afhepr having recalved She above orders, together with o olearanbus
sard Forn A and oaubion gard, whiob stinted %hat the atop signald
s=ns for braln orders Hos. 3 and 88 and Shad the blogk wan slesd.
A DGR pamey when asboud 7 udlos wapi of Cakes, train
Roe 4 oollided ~1ibh weptbound exbre 174, vblle running ab a spesd
sptimated Yo have been about OO miles per Bowps
wWogtbouad exbroe 174 coanisted of 47 ourn and 3 oabooae,
hanled by lovomobives 174 and 104, and was in eharse of fonduotar
Tavidsom and Taglneman Bowser and Domaldsone I8 1ol Frankfort at
12372 paste 2nd Srrived ot Molletd b 21L& pemts AS Shic .olimt the
srer in ckarge Tesoived an order thet brain Noe ¢ wns runcing 45
winutea lates Zrira 174 Shen left Hellott, at 2322 peon., and
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arrived 38 the euns switoh o Veolsrsdurg at X148 Dok, a% whish
polnt 46 hed been bhe Lndenbioy t0 take $he uiding for trein No.
de Condustor Devidoon aslled the operater o6 the fowsr for the
purpeae of gettiny erders on irsin Wo. 4%, the noxt apposing train
afher Szoldn Woe 4, sha woz Z0ld B procoed dowm Bhe medn Sruck e
thers wore ovdezs for his traln to most traln Hoe 4 6f Catess The
tredn hen stariad abwsd and 3toupsd at the oroawdver on ascount
of the signels being out of ovdar. A signal to prusest wmo Shen
rageived fium the Tlzzoan and as she irsin pasend Lhe orossovey
thae ocaraoP handsd Se nhe orew cgoplen of $railn order Ho. 99,
rendlng oz Telle.at

"How 4 anuge 168 tuke slding and weet aza, 174
wash ab Cnbas,?

The arew low rseelved z olesranes 4zpd Form A and quu-
slon onre, whieh stabtnd &h.t the Dioek veasy @oousled by tyndn Yo
25, & sepond olans wenviaunag fraisht Sralme Ezbr: 174 deouarted
from Tesdershurg at aboub 233570 e, 3nd when sbous 23 milec weud
af that station, eolllded Ivh tralzn Hos 4 while rusning at a
apeet eotimeted S0 have Wren  bout S0 ulless por hour

ALl shree locomo .iveo vere conalderably dammged, the
empty bagsage onyr om ixals Yol 4 wes dostyoyed, =s well asn Sever~
gl eors In the fyedant frain, ~hile others were lean seriously
Jemageds The employses iilleu vere the Pireman of the passenges
lceomative, and the sagincoen, Uiroman and a stadent firegoen on
the landing Jocomotive of she yreizht Sraine. A% the Hlme of the
aoeldent = serere snon wturs b ragling, aee&myanlﬁé‘by 4 hizh =inde

Dlopasehar Jerall siLod thae draln ordor No. 70 dlre
sufal Tall Woe 47, locomotivs 1G4, to meed &xtra 174 a2t Calau,
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a3d thos 1% wap Iseusd almultesecnaly to the operstors ot Vendops-
arg, Tur azbra 174, wnd at Ceyuga, Y iraln Ho, 43 %When sids
orier was repe-ted hagk o him, he ald not nobtlce anyvhing wrong,
and wre poslitive hst btraia oxdar Ho. 70 was repexted to Mm by
both aperstors o8 reading iroin Hoe 42 end pot tvaln Nol 4.

Opapratdy Denny, ot Oapaxe, stated thot bae recelved tesin
ordar Bes 70 from $he dlepabohar snd vepested 1t baeh hefore 1t
was penosted B  the operator ad Veederaburge Be stuted thatt the
oxder wvhich ko reesived read &had Sradn Wos 48, locomoiive 148,
wouls Boke She 2iding .nd meet extra 174 at Qutes. YHe fursher
shated Ihnl vhem the erder vios Tepesteld By the operuter at Veeders.
Burg he wno buay lsouing opders %o the opnducter 22 train Yo. 43
amd asould aet @ey “katber the opsrufor st Vesduraburs repentod 16
traln Ho. 4 or tyadn Wo, 47

Uporasey Robbins, on Juty st Cates,; stated thnt tialn
Hoe ¢ ar3ived b t8at pofnt ot 540 peme sad that he delivered
synin ordera None €8 and 48, togethor =i6h 4 elenyance oapd from
& ang saution osvd, whioch ostated thef the 2% 2ignal wus for train
arders Bose 88 and 88 and thnt the blook wua clesr. Then anked
Bor e inew that She Wlook was olear, he sdated thob e "juut took
g ghanoe;® Shad he rong the opersior st Teedershburg three tioes
for the urpess of getting the hlook for train Ho. ¢, but could
nob 208 un anewer, wid s he tock s okanes and let tho Sraln proe
oneds Ne stated th+t he hoard the tralfn &lsputoher zend STain or-
sor Hos 70, Wut $hat be 244 not hesr bhe eperator i Veedsvahurg
repeat Lhe ordsr baek to the dlgpateheri Opsrator Robbins further
stntsd thut the Wloek ruler ro-uired an operator %o hold a Srain’

I
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whntt Be aan BoY 2e6 the blesk, W that 1t was the suatom, vhen
Bhe opepstor wis uRabhlo 5o obtaln the Blook frem the stetion next
in adwvares, to ask the disatebey If %he blook was slear. He atae
tod, however, thot %o wus Wmay ad the time freln Woe 4 was 2t the
station and 26 414 not ask the diszpatoler ocngarning the gendlisico
&8 the Blook: Onepnltor Robbine furth-w stated that he @i fod ro-
Mownbar nb what time trals Boe 75 clearsd She bhloek, and that he
wag unebls 5@ reseh she opevoicy &% Veedepsbhurg to rerort She tvain
B Being elesr of $he blook amd %o obfalm the dloek For tyain Wo.
4 Ho slen atafed thzl 2w troln Yoo 6 was leaving Gotes, ot 2144
Dafe, he szpin 2llad the aper -tor ot Yesdepolurg and re.orsed

Ehat grain Hoe 4 hed sotered the Dloek and stoted thet She operalor
8 Voederabuty oald someshing :00us on o3i¥ae I8 & Pov sinutes

the oper-sor ab Veedersburg «s. léd him on the telepbone anc acked
what he gald ehout tezin oo 4 snd he bold him &het i% leolh Goten
Wt 280k el The ajersior % Veoedersturg then told hiw thut he

bad ap order Tor Lrain No. 4 3o wob exira 174 st Cutos.

Onoapator Tuear & Teegneshury bowey, stated Ghal be is
smeloged by the Qloveland, fincinnstly Chiosgt & #8. Louis Gall-
Ton e If 10 Bhe dudy of ahr opertor 5% this tover to hanile all
train orders for the Clevelisn:, Cinolnoati, Ohlosgd & Ht. Louls,
the Ohieng aRd Raudern 41linoia, 4nd the Poledo, 4. Louis &
“satarn Nallvoeda) he aperates Lie interlockinsz plapt gontaining
31 Iowers and blaeeks ti-las on sne Talming She Louls & Womioza.

In adiltlon So the anove, %0 i+ roculred 5S¢ Randle the businoes
al the “estern Unlon foleosrn b Com anys The tovay lz cognectsd
by Selepbene, +1th %wo sutlyins siddinze on cuel of tho e T Ou &
Ste Le and the Ty 1% Lo & " Toilrosdse; with the eity ezobanze
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snd wish the Srain dlzpatcber of sash of the three rallygads,
Speratoy Laons statsd that shen She train dlspatsher

galled him for the surpose of Sseulng train order No. 70, he was
working with the Indianapellis Vestorn Union Pelegraph eoffiec. Ha
hai ressived tha oheak of the mossege and kpow thad $b wys only =8
ten-word mesoago aud therefore rialshed taking it before answars=
ing the traln dlapadebep. He then coplad tyaln ovrdez No. 70 as
rocudring tesdn No. 4, locomoblve 168, to mest extra 174 st Cates,
and repe.ted 1% te thw dinuateber in that forme HMe 214 not hoaw
tho operaior ot OnyRgn repoast ibe oxdaer %o the dis utoher, 33 Té~
uwire! b the ¥elog, as the telephone dell reng when he had fip.
ished t-king 2Be order, and he at opee answored the Selephone.
Aftsy giving the oyder th the orew of extya 174 as thet traln Dasse
&d the erassevsr, he returned % the Sowor and oalled the oporator
at Ontez gver the telephone for the purgose of puttinz the oxtre
in the blook detween Veederaturg and Caten, and was tol: by the
gperator ot Cates SRat Srain Hoe 4 bad alyeady left thaet soint on
route to Vesdairsburg. He further stated that 1t wao hls undere
cbanding th:t in the gase 0F Collowing movemsnts hoelbween Ffrelszht
¢raing 1t was pormissihle to issue u olearanee ourd Form A end soue-
tlon eurd, without ashimg for the bloek; that 19 %hls partiouler
oune ho had peoursd the block for tredn No. 28, which loft Veederse
wary 25 sdmubtes ahead of exbtra 174, an4 that he felt acle il plve
in: s elesrunoe gard to sxbra 174 withoud sgein asking for the
bloek or asgorfaining definiltaly /hather Or 1ot Bhere werd LRy Op~
rosing Sradns i She Bloske He alag stated that aavordiassg to trala
arder Noe 70 s copfed by bim, cztra 174 was o meed trals Bo. 4

ab Cakeg, and bhe Shorefors au posed thot train Nos 4 would he
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hold a2t that point unsil axtra 174 arrived theres Traln Bos ¢
bad beenm losiny time and when he ocopled tealn opder Ro., 72, whlah
indlented th+t lonomotive 188 was hauling Srain Noe 4, ke papposed
thns looomotive 4% had falled and that lewwotive 166 had boen
subatituted, After he hod returned fpom Jelivering the ordsr to
extra 174 and he gperchtor at Catos $old him Shat traln ¥o. 4 had
emtered the Bloek, ke tried to pench extyn 174, Wb w82 nob suce
ceanfily; 20 ths & boosy ab %ot time wasr abouds ane-guarior of a
mile beyond hls towet.

Condueotoy Davideon, of eutrae 174, stated thad wills the
hoad brakeman wes opening the sudfeh 36 Vesderaburg for She pure
~oge OF heudlng the train inte the siding, he enilud Lhe opersior
oa the Selsphone and was bol!l to procsead Jowm the main iine tc the
grosgovar, as there waz apn oxmisr for his tyain 5o moot Sraim Ho.
¢ 8t Caltose A 380D wai Maie 1% 02 gpoasover, of ascount of ihe
ivtorlocking plant h»efns oul of service, at shioh $ims the opave-
tor was talXios with she #£1 wsn oo hed Been sdatlonsd at the
SPOsBoTer, and tho Ltroln oroes ., Le Opry tor bandinmy on sendes
af srodn opder Bos 70 ¢ nh  _ccomdtives paowed hime Condustor
Pavidson atated $hud e cu. =iLilny on the ssesni looamobdlve and
handed to¢ she englnemen the ou ¥ of the apder recoived by him,
Both of thom read 1%, and s recaried ahout locomstive 1828 hauling
train Hoe ¢ Inctend of loconotlve 42, and euspossf that thoe loco-
potive had besmy obanged,

Inginemen Domalovon, 37 the seeond loemotive of extra
174, stated thut <hen he received traln order How 70, end sew Lhet
toscotive 188 war on trainm Nos 4, ke supposed thet 1% wes notlng
ag a helper op acoount 4 Lhe gevers gnow 25820
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wom

The ddreat asuzse of Shis agaldent wes afn ervapr on Rhe
PRt of Opoerator Lusas a2 Vsederaburg in subssitnting drein Hoe 4
for train Kos 42, =hile copying erder Hos 0.

Oparhor Luone slalms Be regested the order ag aopled,
it Yhis 12 denfod ¥ the Sraiv 4depavsher Jowell; tha eorreat e«
seating of the ordep, thevelureo, A2 s mmesrtlen of vers-ily hHetvwesd
Sheas twe mployres,

senirimsing to the safuse of tkis ragident {s sho fail-
ure of Opex bor Luesse, ot Veedsrabury, wnd of Uperatoer Rebiing, ab
Lates, to oper-ie, In acsordocee wAth the rules, the manusl blook
ayatar -oslimmed to prevent asosidents of this ocharued- v,

Tee miles zovernin: $he operqiion of the =onuel Ylool aye
stem re-uire tkat on gbecluie olear Dlook wazt boe odbteined In ad-
zance befors permitting o zrsin to enter, Bz this rule boen obe
aeprved, Spvin Noe ¢ could 26t have lof$ Qeber uatll 2 clanr Hiogk
has heen yiven b bhe opeyior gt Vesdersbtorg, snd sxirz 172 gould
n0% have 1uft Veedersburg unitll e olsapy blosk had besn given YWy
the ¢per:tor at Caisss In this Instunse Operstor Lebbina, zhen une
shle 8. comwmniests Ath the operalor at Vasgeraimrg, wilfully poge

witded train Hos 4 So enber the hlosk, withon$ flrst Rnowiny <hether

oy not the blook was olesxr, and, sceoxiing %o Bie own stouianent,
"Pook & ohanse.” Operator Lugas permittesd extra 1V4 o snteor the
hloeck without curmunisasting with the orerator at Catos, snd withe
oat ‘whewing whother 0 oY% ths Ylack van eleapr, using an en ex~
eune Bhuxt ne thought he wao anthorized to pormdd one Traight train
o follow 2 precs ing Trelisght Srelrx o the Block of o Blon eard
without ebsaining a oleur blosk, whem by the Mmle such a precties
ig speelaily prohniulited, ¥or sueh deorellstion of Jdudy on the pard
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of those two amploysen, there Lo O exultes

In the rules governing the opevsiton of the danual Blogk

Byutom, under inatrusktioma la rule B-06, whieh reads as follows:
“The puriose of the belegraph block syatem rles, is
to further 28fe-puard brafn movenente, ¢ze with another,
end AG far as Possible to the mazimm of gontrol by the
ahuoluse blosk; the uwse of the parsissive Woek delirs ro-
ghrioted So exge tilons warvanbted By condinlous, To this
midy Uperntors, Tretinnen and others are pequirsd o oo
operaie wilth prompiness and ouYea.™
A monusl blook ayston ouerstéd Im the sauner in whigh
shiz syeseam wen operated 1 this fnstanoe fails ensively in 1w
MEpose, snd 18 a blook sy-top in Bane «alye
General mie S1G la 44 2ort as followst

*Tagh Qusy .Sii redw:ving bthe order shduld gbe
gorTe -hether She othars repest soryestlye”

A pumpliange »ith »ule reniived Lhut operstor Luacs ald
Teglzrsburg end Jpey 207 Tenay v Ouyuge, should have listensd
“hiile bthe other sey rorycins She oxdsr and had they done this,
tho ervor in order 0 -wulo nrotsnly gave been diseoveraed.

Tue doweasis lin T tlLilos cveddent disoloaes =@ =rTOP
on the part of an opeyr "o 1o oL Ty 8 iealn grder; a dlpobedi-
waco of rules by sn oyt r An -awitding e traln So enter &
block $hat he 312 nod oo . alear, & pisunderstnding on the
part af 48 Opor Or sz %0 ohe .o.lieation of the rule governing
folllvwlng movements, apl  non-ohsvygance of a pule requlring ope
spabors %o listen 5o orerr leln., reseabel in whisk they are in~
volved, Thess conditions Sueo H. 7how Shad thore 12 s lazidy in
wig ob-orvenge of the oosrs . ia; males of this raillrowds

Opsealor Lteas ke wnen mploged ats Veedorsburg es an
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srerator zince Mereh 8, 1913, previous to whieh he had had 9
yonra? exporience as a Selearsiher, JGperstor Robbins had bdemn
ag;loyed =o ool sinee Desember 6, 1905, wihlle Gperator Denny Lad
uoon amployed as suoh ab Cavizs slnce Sepbeubor, 1013, previews %o
+hioh Be had had & yeors' telegrapble oxperdende. Clapstobor
Javell wup smployed as an operaior in 1889 spd resigned in 1904
fie way re-c@ployed $n fusnst of the ssme yeay and in Novestae

ad prémoted fo ilsz slohere The resovis of ell of Yhoae moft vare
ciear and nooe Bin hern an duby in violastion of any of the proe

vislonw ol the hours of sorvige law,




