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TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILROAD NEAR PEORIA, ILL.,
ON DECEMEER 30, 1318,
Februazy 15, 1819,

On Desgember 3_, 1218, there was a headi-end colliszion
between a psssonger train and an extra freight train on the
Toeledo, Psoria & VWestern Railroad, near Peoria, Ill., whioh
resuited in the death of 1 empleyee and injury of 12 paseen-
g6rs, 4 employees and 3 persons oaxried under contraoct.

The Eastern Division of the Toledo, Peoria & Western
Railroad eoxtends between Peoria and Effmer, Ill., a distance
of 111.1 miles. That portion of this divielon upon whioch
the acgeident coourred 15 z eingle-track line over which Yraim
movements are governed by time-tabls and traln orders, no
blook signals being in use.

The ¢rains involved in this scoident were & Lake Erie
& Westsrn westbound paassenger train and a Toledo, Psoria &
Weatorn eastbound freight extra. The pagsenger train rung
between Tlipton, Ipd., and Farmdale, Ill., over the Lake Erie
& Westarn traoks scheduled as train No. 1, and betwesn Farme
dale and Peoria over the Toledo, Peoria & Western traoks
soheduled as train No, 73.

Eastbound freight train No. 239 had complated a trip
frow La Harpe, Iil., to Pceoria, «Ad at Peerla the coraw of this
train received Form 18 train order Ho, 24, reading as follows:

Eng. 16 run Extra Peozia %o LEAW Oroesing and

return to Peoria, TWo. 1 run 30 minutes late Gilman

%0 Peoria. No. 73 meet Extra 16 sast at LE&F Crosaing.
No. 87 18 olear.
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Extrs 18, oonsisting of engine 18, 11 oars of cattle and a
caboos® in oharge of Conduotor Hilsabeok and Enginemsn Ander-
son, left Peoria &t 9.13 p.m, LE&W Oroesing is 3.8 miles
eagt of Peoria. At 9.18, when extra 16 was about 1870 feet
west of this Orossing and mumning at a speed of about 20 miles
an hour, i% ocollided with Fo. 73.

Train No. 73, consisting of engine 4164, 1 baggase-ﬁail—
expresa oar, 1 amoker and 1 day goach, all of weoden construotion,
in charge of Copduotor O'Bierne and Engineman Haggerty, arrived
&% Farmdale, Ill., the junotion of the Lake Erie & Western and
the Toledo, Peoria & Western, 5.3 miles sast of Peoria at about
.07 p.n., 44 mimates late. At Farmdale the conductor and
engineman of No. 73 recsived TPa¥ Form 31 +rain order No. 34,
roading as follows:

Ro. Y3 meat extra 18 east at LELY Crossing.

This order was received by the condugtor and englneman at the
telegraph office in the fower at Farmdale, was understood by
both méen and on leaving Farmdale the conduotor and engineman
gave their orders to the brakeman and flireman respeotively.
¥When this train reasopsed the east end of LEAW Slding vwhere
they were to meet extra 16, there wae an engine on encther
traok just heyond a t$rain on an intermedlate siding. The
engineman apparently took this to be extra 16 and continued
aastward on the maln line, and at ®.18 p.m,, while ruuning st
a speed of sbout 20 mlles an hour, collided head-on with extra
18.
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Engineman Haggerty of txain No, 73 was killed, Both
epgines were opnsliderably daﬁ33051 Toe head oar ia train No.
73, a oombination bagzage oar, had its end orushed in. The
gedond and third oars in this train were only slightly damaged.
In oxtza 16 one stock car was Gestroyed and one had 1ts end
orusghed and was oonslderably damaged. There was also some
daﬁaga to track,

Approaching the point of vollision from the east and be-
ginning at LE&W Croasing, the tragk is tangent for about 1700
feet, followed by a long curve to the right of the following
meagurements; for the first 1,340 feet, 3 degrees, for the next
1,280 feet, 1 degree and 53 mimutes; for the mext 850 feet, 1
degree. The aocident oocurred about 350 feet from the eaat
end of this ourve. Approaching the scene of the agoldent the
grade is ,38% deascending for westbound trains and , 387 sseending
for eastbound trains. The view 1e obatruoted on the curve side
of the track by high hills bhetween the foot of which and the
mein track are located piles of lumber, bulldinge, and a hounse
traok which oontained eeveral cars at the time of the acoident.
The weather at the time was dark and hanmy.

Engineman Andexson of extra 18 gtated that he had an
order %o meet No, 73 at LERW Orossing. He gald that spproaching
the meeting point hise engine was drifting. He whistled for
the road oressing where the collision ocourred, but did not
slow up. The engine was traveling about 20 miles an hour. A

little farther on he saw a light and leaped out of the window
as far as he ocould, sew No. 73 ooming and realized s gollisiop
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was about to ccour. He aprlied the brakes in emergency and
palled to the fireman, who jumped immediately. The engineman
jumped, and an instant later the orash osme.

Fireman Reese of trair No, 73 stated that both he and
Engineman Haggerty had read and underatcod order FNo. 24. He
8aid that as No, 73 passed the naatlaaﬂ of the siding whers
they were %o meet extxa 16 he heard the steam of an engine
over there. It seemed on the baok $rack behind some Qars on
an intermediaste siding. No. 73 rolled om down to the ozossing
beyond the rear end of the train and as a stop was made the
Tireman asked if the trsin they passed was the one No., 73 was
to meet, to which the sengineman replied that it wap and added
that the opsrator had sald the extra would be in the olear,
The engineman then whistled over the crossing. The fireman put
in a fire and sat down again. He loocked ahead and about three
or four oar lengths distant saw the extra ooming. He called
to the engineman and started to get off. He said that he 4aid
Bo% think the engineman suoceeded in setting the alr although
he saw him make an attempt to do eo, The fireman jumped just
before the two engines came together, He further stated that
he and Engineman Haggerty had astemded s train rules examination
on L, E, & W. rules within the past three weeks and had been
instruoted to dstermine positively at meeting points that the
train spesified in the mset order was she train mes, but said
that in thie instanos, having asked Engineman Haggerty if the

traipn on the alding was extra 168 and having recelived agssurance

that 1t was, he agoepted the statement as a £aot.



Conduotor O'Blerne of traim Ko. T3 stated that beforxe
leaving Peorla Enginenan Haggerty read baok order Ho. 234 to him.
They both checksd up the regilster end the operator told them
that Peoria wanted them to hurry in as the depot wae blooked.
They came out together snd the oonduotor gave his order %o
the brakeman who read it. He sald that as the train drew
mear to LEAW Cromaing the engineman shut off the steanm, then
worked steam again. He eaid he wag nobt sure but thought the
engineman had sounded the meeting point whistle. When the
train reaohed the east end of the passing track whers they
expected extra 16 %o be, he and the brakeman wemt out on the
rear end of their train. By the time they got out om the rear
end they had passed the engine of a traim om the bavk traok
and were passing the oaboose. The enginsman did not s¥op and
although the conductor could not asee the mumber of the engine,
he took it for granted that the engine orew had sesn and knew
that this was the train to be met. He went ineids and sat down
permitting his train to oontimue. Ko. 73 astopped for the
orossing, atarted and suddenly stopped again. Jonduotor ('Blernse
got off and discovered that his trzain had collided with extra 18.
He did not notice any appliosastion of the brakes Just prior to
the oollisicn.

Brakeman Shafer on train No. 73 stated that he had read
oxder No. 24 and knew his train was to mest extra 18 at LEAW
Ozosaing. He wsaid that the enginemap had shut off steam and that
he and the condudator were out on the rear platform when their

train passed the siding whers they expected to find extza 18,
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They pamased the rear end of a $rain and markers were burning,
He noticed an englime on the baok track doing some work and
prosumed that train wae the extra hig train was to meet. Both
pe and the conductor went bask into the 0sr and a short time
later the train ccllided with extra 18. He stated that although
he did not hear the meeting point whistle sounded, he assumed
that the engineman had not overlooked the meet, but had aseen
the engine on the side traok and knew it to be the exira they
had ozders to mest.

The acoldent was ¢aused by the faillure of train No. 73 &
walt at LEAW Crossing until the arrival of extra 18, for whigh
Engineman Haggerty and Conduotor O'Blerne are responsible.

Both the engineman and ocondustor had resd and understood
¥2zain order No. 34 and expected to meat extra 16 at that poiat.,
Enginsman Haggerty apparently assumed that another $zain which
ke gaw on the siding was the train to be met and the other
members of the orew roslied upon him. Under the rules the
conduetor is equally respomsible with the engineman for the
safety of hls train.

Rule 20 of the Toledo, Peoria & Western Rallrosad reada
in part ae follows:

The enginemen Wwill give aignal14(n) at 1leaast one mile
before reaching a schedule mesbing point with s traln of
the same or superlor olags, or a point where by train
oxder the train is to meet or walt for am cpposing 4rain,
Should the engineman fall t¢ give sigaal 14 (n) ss hereln
provided, the conductor muat take lmusdlate aokion do
etcp the train.

The oonductor should have known Wwhether the sngineman oecmplied

with this rule, and if he A4id not comply with 1%, it was the
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oonduotor's duty l&msdiamoly %o take measures to etop the
train. WNot knowing whether or not the meeting point whistle
had been mounded, he ooculd not have been certain that the en-
gineman had not overlooked the mest. Hs was unable to see
whether the train on the plding was the train to bs met, yet
he relled entirely upon the epgineman and falled utterly to
take proper precautiona for the mafety of his train. He was
extremely negligent in the performamnoe of his duty,

The brakemsn was familiar with the requirements of
order No. 24 and knew that neithsr he noxr the oonduotor had
identifisd the train on the eiding as the extra to be met and
he was not positive that the engineman had sounded the meeting
polnt whistle. Had he protested, it is possible the conduotor
might bave taken measures to stop the train.

The thres other members of the drew of traim No. 73
zolied upon the engineman., Had any one of tham insisted upon
identifying the train op the slding the acoldent would probably
have besn preventsd,

All the employees involved in this acoldent were ex-
perisnced men with good recorde. The orew on extra 18 had been
on duty 13 hours sad 18 minutes afier being off duty 18 hours
and 15 mimted.

Englneman Haggerty and Brakeman Shafer of traln No., 73
had been on duty 8 hours and 3 mimites, and Jonduoter O'Bierne
8 hours and 8 minutes aftor periods of from 3 to 13 days off
duty., Fireman Re#ae had been on @uty longer than thes etatutory
perlod, having performed an aggregate servioe of 18 hours and

18 minutes when the aocident ooourred,
4.H.0,



