
CUUTED 
IN RJE INYESTIGATIOH 0 7 AH ACCIDESTT WHICH OOCURHED OI & ' 

TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILROAD NEAR PEORIA, ILL.> 

February 12, 1919, 
On Deoember 30, T918, there was a head-end collision 

between a paaseagsr train aad aa extra freight train on the 
Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad, neax Peoria, 111,, whioh 
resulted in the death of 1 employee and injury of 12 passen­
gers, 4 employees and. 3 persons carried under contract. 

The Eastern Division of the Toledo, Peoria & Western 
Railroad extends between Peoria aad Effner, 111*, a distance 
of 111.1 miles. That portion of this division upon whioh 
the aooident occurred is a single-track line over vmioh. train 
movement a arc governed by time-table and train orders, no 
blook signals being in use. 

The trains involved in this aooident wars a Lake Erie 
& Western westbound passenger train and a Toledo, Peoria & 
Western eastbound freight extra. Tha passenger train runs 
between Tipton, Ind., and Faxmdale, 111., over tho Lake Erie 
& Western traoka scheduled as train Ho. 1, and between Fann-
dale and Poor la over tho Toledo, Peoria & Western tracks 
scheduled as train Ho, 73. 

lastbound freight train Ho. 36 had cooplsted a trip 
from La Harps, 111., TO Psoria, <41d at Peoria the orew of this 
train reoaivsd Form 19 train order lo. 34, reading as fallows: 

Eng. 13 run Extra Peoria to LE&W Grossing and 
return to Peoria, Ho. 1 run 30 minutes late Oilman 
to Peoria. Ho. 73 meet Extra 13 east at LE&W Crossing. 
Ho. 37 is olear. 



Extra 16« consisting of engine 13, U oars of cattle aad a 
caboose in oharge of Conduct or Hilsabeok and Engineman Ander­
son, left Peoria at 9.13 p.m. LE&W Crossing is 3.6 miles 
east of Peoria. At 9*13, when extra 16 was about 1970 feet 
west of this crossing and running at a speed of about 20 miles 
aa hour, it oollided with So. 73. 

Train No. 73, consisting of engine 4164, 1 haggage-nal1-
express oar, 1 smoker and l day ooaoh, all of wooden construction, 
ia charge of Conductor O'Bierne and Englnejaan H&ggerty, arrived 
at Farmdale, 111., the junction of the Lake Erie & Western aad 
ths Toledo, Peoria & Western, 5.3 milas east of Peoria at about 
9,07 p.m., 44 minutes late. At Farmdale the conductor and 
engineman of Ho. 73 received TP&W Form 31 train order So. 34, 
reading as follows: 

Ho. 73 meat extra 16 east at LE&W Crossing. 
This order was received by the conductor and engineman at the 
telegraph office in the tower at Farmdale, was understood by 
both men aad on leaving Farmdale the conductor and engineman 
gave thaIT orders to the brakeman and fireman respectively. 
Whan this train reached the east end cf LE&W Siding where 
they were to jaeet extra 16, there was an engine on another 
traok jaat beyond a train oa an intermediate elding. The 
engineman apparently took this to be extra 13 aad continued 
eastward on the main line, and at 9.18 p.p.., while running at 
a speed of about 30 miles aa hour, oollided head-on with extra 
16. 



Engineman Haggerty of train to. 73 was killed. Both 
engineo were considerably damaged. The head oax in train Ho. 
73, a combination baggage aar, had its one' crushed in. The 
seoond and third oars In this train were only slightly damaged. 
In extra 16 one stock oar was destroyed and one had Its end 
crushed aad was considerably damaged. There was also some 
damage to track. 

Approaching the point of collision from the east and be­
ginning at LE&W Crossing, the traok is tangent for about 1700 
feet, followed by a long curve to the right of the following 
measurements; for tho first 1,340 feet, 3 degrees, for the next 
1,160 feet, 1 degree aad 53 minutes; for the next 950 feet, 1 
degree. The accident ooourred about 350 feet from the east 
end of thie curve. Approaching tho scene of ths accident the 
grade is ,38$ descending for westbound trains and * 36$ ascending 
for eastbound trains. The view Is obstructed on the curve side 
of the track by high hills between the foot of whloh aad the 
malm track are located piles of lumber, buildings, aad a house 
traok which contained several oars at the time of the acoidsnt. 
The weather at the time was dark aad haay. 

Sngineman Anderson of extra 16 stated that hs had aa 
order to meet lo. 73 at LE&W Crossing. He said that approaching 
the meeting point his engine was drifting. He whistled for 
the road orossing where the collision ooourred, but did aot 
slow up. The engine was traveling about 30 miles an hour. A 
little farther on he saw a light and leaned out of the window 
as far as he oould, saw S"o. 73 coming and realised a soil islam 



4. 
was about to occur. He applied the braces In emergency and 
called to tbe fireman, who jumped Immediately. Tbe engineman 
Jumped, and an instant later tbe crash came. 

Fireman Basse of train Ho. 73 stated that both he aad 
Engineman Haggerty had read and understood order Ho. 34. He 

i 

said that as Ho. 73 passed ths oast sad of the siding where 
they were to meet extra 1& he beard the steam of an sag Ins 
oyer there. It seemed on the back traok behind some oara on 
an intermediate elding. Ho. 73 rolled on down to the crossing 
beyond the rear end of the train and as a stop was made the 
fireman asked if the train they passed wae the one Ho. 73 was 
to meat, to which the engineman replied that it was and added 
that the operator had said ths extra would ba in the clear. 
The engineman then whistled over the crossing. The fireman put 
in a fire and sat down again. He looked ahead and about three 
or four oar lengths distant saw the extra coming. He sailed 
to the engineman and startsd to get off. He said that hs did 
aot think the engineman succeeded in setting ths air although 
he saw him make an attempt to do so. The fireman jumped just 
before the two engines came together. He further stated that 
he and Sngineman Haggerty had attended a -train rules examination 
on L. E, & 17. rules within the past three weeks and had been 
instructed to determine positively at meeting points that the 
train specified in ths mset order was the train met, but said 
that in thie instance, having asked Engineman Haggerty if the 
train on the siding wae extra 18 and having received assurance 
that It was, he accepted the statement as a fast. 



Conductor O'Blerne of train Ho. 73 atatad that "before 
leaving Peoria Englneman Haggerty read baok order lo* 3* to his. 
They both checked up the register aad the operator told thea 
that Peoria wanted them to hurry In as the depot was blooked. 
They earns out together and the oonduotor gave his order to 
the brakeman oho read it. Ho said that as ths trala drew 
near to LE&W Crossing the engineman shut off the steam, thea 
worked steam again. Ho eald ho was not sure out thought the 
englneman had sounded the meeting point whistle. When the 
train reached the east end of the passing traok where they 
expected extra 16 to be, he and the brakeman went out on the 
rear ead of their train. By the time they got out oa tha rear 
oad they had passed the engine of a train on the bank traok 
and were passing the oaaooae. The engineman did not stop aad 
although the oonduotor oould not eee the number of the engine, 
he took it for granted that the engine orew had seen and know 
that this was ths traia to be met. He went inside and eat down 
permitting his train to oontlaae. Ho. T3 stopped for the 
crossing, started and suddenly stopped again. Oonduotor O'Blerne 
got off and discovered that his train had collided with extra 16* 
He did not notice any applioatlon of ths brakes just prior to 
the collision. 

Brakeman Shafer on train Ho. 73 stated that he had read 

order lo. 34 and know his train was to meet extra 16 at LS&V 

Crossing. Ho eald that the engineman had shut off steam and that 

he and the oonduotor were out on the rear platform when their 

train passed tho siding whore they expected to find extra 16, 



They passed the rear end of a train and markers ware burning. 
He netioed aa engine on the baok traok doing some work and 
presumed that train was the extra his train was to meet. Both 
he and the conductor went baok into ths oar and a short time 
later the train collided with extra 18. Hs stated that although 
hs did not hear the meeting point whistle sounded, he assumed 
that the englneman had not overlooked the moot, bat had aeon 
the engine on the side traok and know it to be the extra they 
had orders to most. 

Ths aooident was caused by the failure of train Ho. 73 fe 
wait at LE&W Grossing until the arrival of extra 16, for whioh 
Enginoaian Haggerty and Oonduotor O'Biems are responsible. 

Both the englneman and oonduotor had read and under stood 
train order Ho. 34 and expeotod to moot extra 16 at that point* 
Engineman Haggerty apparently assumed that another train which 
hs saw on tho siding was the train to be mot and ths other 
members of the orew rolled upon him. Under the rules tho 
oonduotor is equally responsible with the engineman for the 
safety of his train. 

Rule 90 of the Toledo, Peoria A Footem Railroad reads 
la part as follows: 

The englneman w i n give signal 14(a) at least one mile 
before reaching a sohedule mooting point with a train of 
tha same or superior olass, or a point where by train 
order tho train is to meet or wait for an opposing traia. 
Should the engineman fall to give signal 14 (n) as heroin 
provided, the oonduotor must take immediate notion to 
etop tho train. 

Tho oonduotor should have known whether the engineman complied 

with this rule, and if he did not oomply with it, it vae the 



oonduotor1e duty immediately to take measures to stop tbe 
train. Not knowing whether or not the mooting point whistle 
had been sounded, he oould not hare been certain that the en­
gineman had not overlooked the meet. He was unable to see 
whsther the train on the siding was the train to bo mat, yet 
he rolled entirely upon tha engineman and failed utterly to 
take proper precautions for the safety of his train. He was 
extremely negligent la tha performance of his duty. 

The brakeman was familiar with the requirements of 
order Ho. 24 and knew that neither he nor the conductor had 
identified tho train on the siding as the extra to be met and 
he was not positive that the engineman had sounded tho meeting 
point whistle. Had he protested, it is possible the conductor 
might hava taken measures to stop the train. 

The three other members of tho orew of train Ho. 73 
relied upon the engineman. Had any one of tha»n insisted upon 
identifying the train on tho elding the aocldent would probably 
have bean prevented. 

All the employees involved in this accident wore ex­
perienced men with good records. Tha orew on axtra 13 had been 
on daty Id hours and 18 minutes after being off duty 18 hours 
and 15 minutes. 

Sngineman Haggerty and Brakeman Shafsr of train Ho. 73 
had bean on duty 8 hours and % minutes, and Conductor 0'Blame 
8 hours and 8 minutes aftar periods of from 8 to 13 days off 
duty. Fireman Reese had been on duty longer than tho statutory 
period, having performed an aggregate servioe of 13 hours and 
18 minutes when the accident occurred. 

A.H.C, 


