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Oa Inly It* 1917, there wea * demllmamb of • troop 
trots on too f exam a* Peclfle Railway ne«r bhaoreek, **«*# whteh 
meniten la tao death of oaa emitter aat taa la|ary af alao 
aoitlarti three fnllmam pert era aat two trainmen. After invent!* 
gable* at taia eeeitoat taa Ohief af tae Divieioo af tefety 
reperte ea fallowet 

Tma Marshall sab-di vision of taa leabera division 
af the feaaa a> teaitia Bailwey, aa which taia aeeideat occurred, 
la a tlagle track llae ertamdlng troa Hersbsli, fe*a*# ta toyee, 
I*a#t a distance af Ul*5 al lee, ower which traia aove»oatt are 
governe* ay tha time table aat traia ardere, at black cttaa! 
tyataa belag la aaa* 

leateouad troop train, epeolal to* t93 t eoaalatet 
of laeoaatlre 29? 9 t heggnge aara, 11 taliaen aleeaiag aara 
aat a eabeeeo, la ebarfe of Ooaametor Meat eat Ihgiaemam Moray* 
m a traia left Marshall at tf05 a* 40 alaatee late, left 
Martheville, n allee aaet af Kareaall, at ItsIt p. m«, aat waa 
derailed at a polat about 3.3 allee aaet at Merthevllle aat 
aeer Shamrock, at aaaat lfUO p* a*, walla running at a apeat 
•arlouely estimate* to hare been from 15 to 40 allee an near* 

the tree* at polat of derailment exteade In a 
straight line eeetward end westward* emd la laid an a three-
foot f i l l with a grade slightly deeeendiag eeetwarA far a 
dietenee af *•* allee, the grata at polat of derailment being 
aaaat oae fou th af oae per cent* the traek eeaeieta of 75* 
ptamd ateel mile, 30 feat in length* etnfgered lolats, eiagle 

Slhed lasida ant oat aide, with about 20 ant rested eypreee 
ea aader eaeb rail, f i e plates *r* applied te e l l aaw t lee # 

meaty dirt ie aaed far belleet and the gr*do, surface aat 
alt gem sat of the traak are la fair condition* 

l*onpo*c«Ire rp> eat the first five emd last two eare 
af tho train were aelther deraHat nor damaged, bat tbe other 
aevoo'eare of tha train were derailed aad eighth, alath, 
tenth aad eleventh aara tarnat oyer emd eame to rest em tha 
left head aide of tha traak am their aitea and were rather 
oereroly damaged, theee aara having ttdddad forward abomt |$ 
foot after taming over* 411 of tha tare were of wooden aaa* 
et met ion enoopt the seventh oar la the train* which had steel 
aldea, end tha twelfth aar, which had steel sides ant neJer* 
fyeme* Oae saldler jamae* aat of the car wiadow amd waa caught 
amdor the aar aad bi l le t nana It fa l l over aa Ita eitt* the 
weather et tha tin* waa clear amd very «ara* 



The first indlcatlone of derailment were aarkc on 
the baa* ef the right bead er tenth rail oa the lucid* of the 
rail , about 1354 feet caet of bridge 255-D, these mark* can* 
tlauia* along the hue of rail fer n aiet«ac* of about 420 
feet. On thie tide ef the track praetioallv e l l the eagle her 
helte were ehesred off oa the iaelie ef the ro l l end the spike 
heed* were enshed down fer tbte entire distance* The north 
rail* at « point epposlts the firat marks en the heee ef the 
•oath rail , began spreading to the north9 the eagle hare 
breaking at ita on»b end end the following ten rail* on the 
north aide of the traak were dragged down the embankment by 
the overturned eara* Beginning at a point about tea feet 
aaet ef tbe point of derailment end *ontlnain§ fer a di*t*aee 
ef abeat 130 feet* al l tbe tie* were praetleelly a eat rayed, 
and in rapelrlng that portion of the treek* 140 t ie* and i t 
reila were need* the eoutb rail remained en tbe tie* and le 
general line with the remainder of the treek* 

Conductor !fe*d* ef special *ej # *t*ted that hi* 
train left Harebell at pi05 e* a* and wee derailed at WI40 
p . a« while reaming «t a apeed of U or 15 ailee an he*Jw» 
Be stated tb-t h* did not have aay ordera to run slowly ewer 
the pisee of treok where the aeeideat ooourred, but hie train 
had rednead *peed befor* crossing bridge 255*©, located about 
one-fourth of a all* **st of point of derailment, l a was 
riding in tbe cupola of tbe caboose m& tbe first intimation 
he had ef aa aeeideat was when he saw the «*r* ahead begin 
te tarn ever en the north slds ef the trssk* After the seel* 
dent he examined tha track and found that tbe wheals had dropped 
off en tha Inaide ef the aorth rail and pnehed that rail oat* 
ward* Sa noticed that new tie* had bean placed in tbe track 
end foaad that there were tea new tiee on the north tide and 
flee new ties on the south aide ef the track ia which there 
were ne spikes, while com* were without t ie platee t all ef 
theee tie* eeta*- about eae*thlrd of- a rail leagsb cant ef 
where tha track began te earned* from the mark* oa tics tie* 
ba believed that tbe train wee dare! led where be fount the 
new tlea without spikes and near the rail Joint, end in his 
opinion the ®eei ant was caused by the track being unsufficiently 
spiked, aUewimf It te spread and derail th* train* 

Imglaemaa Horsy, ef apaelel 293, etsted that after 
louring Marthawille he peeeed a clew flag abeat a quarter ef 
a a l ls weat of bridge 2«5-*> and reduced the spaed of Ma 
trala te i er W amiee an hoar when sressint tbat bridfa* 
After crossing tae bridge h* began working steam and thought 
the speed ef hi* trala waa about 14 mi la* an hour when i t 
was derailed* the firat he knew ef the derailment wea when he 
felt the train jerk, aad apen looking neck he saw that the 
trsla had broken la two, et which tlsse be laaedlately skat 
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eed became eo tight ta«t i t buekled under the train, 
thee eeueing tbe accident* 

tae four negro acetic*® mem working with Section fore* 
man Harrell stated that they b*d been removing old t ies <»nd pat* 
t,lag la new ones on the dap ef the aeeideat* and that the 
freateei aamber of new t ics put ia any one place was five and 
abeat one-half ef the new t ies put in pines were spiked* while 
aeme spikes were pulled from tbe old tlea on the north elds 
ef the track and redrivea* they stated th*t only enough dirt 
^l^JS? l£*f*i m 4 m t B # a i W tiec te ralae them ap t© tb* 
rail bat it bed net been tampedf bat before leaving fer dimmer 
the track wee limed up and left in a safe eeadltloa. they 
were a l l ef the eplaiea that tbe accident wee caused by ths 
rail expanding oa aeeeamt ef tha beet %nd aaekllag aader the 

» 

off steem. Xa peeeiag ever thle treek he die aot act lee any 
mnasnai rou«hne&st hut after the derailment be examined the 
tnek and set toed that the as** t ies had not beeaspiftred sad st 
the rail joint .where the tree* began to epread* he found tea 
aew t ies that had aot heea spiked ea either end. Za his eplaiea 
the aeeideat wee eaueed ay the aprcadlai ef the treek* dee te 
insufficient spiking* 

William Barren, the negre ia charge af the eeetiee 
ef treek oa which thle aeeideat occurred, stated that ea the 
morning of the aeeideat ha aad the eeetioa area began working 
sheet 30 feet seat ef the rail Joint where the derailment oa-
euwedt patting la new ties* and bed worked a l i t t l e ever |0 
feet weat of tbut joint, er * total distance ef ever do feet, 
aad they had emit weifc a few niaatee efter If o'clock and 
eaten their doner. Se waa aaaertaia as t e the number ef new 
ties th5' t had beam fat in plaea there bat thought there, were 
If* sad sltheuffe ell ef these new t ies bad aot been eplked. be 
believed tb**t tbe traak wee in safe condition when be left It 
shortly after noon* The t i e water tbe center ef tbe joint 
and tbe tie is»edl«tely eaet thereof were spiked* end of the 
new ties pat la pl*oe at least every aceead one waa eplked* 
There were about 20 tlea aadar the rail ceet of th«t joint, 
7 er 8 ef them being new ones, and la hie eplaiea 12 or I f ef 
these 20 ties ware spikedf he did aot apike all ef ths tlea 
beaausa be did net have a sufficient member of tie pietea with 
him. although he bad a sufficient number la tbe tool house* 
Be stated that he did not pat out any slow flags to protect 
the track where he was working because the bridge foremen whe 
wee rapalrian bridge ?55**> had placed slew flags en either 
side of him end be thought that wuc amfficleat protest ice, 
aad furthermore ha Intended to keep tha track in auab condition 
at all timee that a slew flat weuld be uaneeeeeery. me stated 
that he believed that, on account ef the extreme heat* tbe rail 



3rid«e foreman 3*ek**m stabtd that on the day of 
the accident he wee working on bridge aS5*$» cheat One* 
fourth of a mile weet of point of incident* and when he 
left his work a boat 12 o felect *at went to dlnaer, he 
walked ower the track thet wee beim$j repaired an<5 not!cot 
that It wee cut of cilinaeat »nd thcm^it i t wee Im m uneafe 
o nditlon. When he new the eectlcn men still working on It 
he t i t not per any mere attention to It* thinking that they 
vomit pmt It in *&f* contltlon before leaving It. 

Trainmaster lyorc ntntot thet he arrived on th* 
aeon* at abomt 5145 p*m. on the day of tbe accidemt aad im* 
mediately and* ea *xa»iaatton of tbe tr»ck t end tmm the wheel 
mark* he hollered tb^t tbe north rail b*a epread and allowed 
the wheel® te drop oa the tie* at rail Joint. l e found the 
center t ie *md*r thl* Jalat spiked* bat the first t ie an 
either side thereof wis aot epiked* fa* cart tie mm wa* 
spiked, the next seven t ies were not spiked, aaa next t ie was 
spiked, «na tbe next four t ie*, e l l new, war* not spiked* 
Sa found tbe aorth rail puehed outward and about a half rai l 
length east of tho Joint It wns entirely off th* tiec, hat 
the south rail did aat appear ta hive been disturbed* Be 
stated that aeat af the rail Joint he found 12 nmeplked ties 
aador tbe north rail* la hie opinion the accident was oeueod 
by tbe aorth rail spreading* 

aasiatant iaglaeer Nayimr stated that be exeeiaed 
tho tratlrmt point of twrallavait emd from the aark* oa tbe 
tie* th© first indication of a spread rail was at a point 7 | 
feet wcat of tb* rail joint on tbe aorth rail* At a polat 
5*2 feet west of this Joint a silver bad bean cut from tb* 
Inside af tbe bell af tbe r r l i end | feet w**t af thla Jaiat 
were claiUr aerke on ln*ld* of south roll* Three feet mm 
of this Joint the Incite of the north rail bed bc«a spiked, 
4*6 feet east af that Joint ther« was a cplke an the tattld* 
of tbat roll, 11*4 feet from thie opike the rail waa fully epiked, 
on hath aides, und «*3 further cast th* r®ll wa* fully epiked* 
For tbe fir** 24*d feet east of tbe rai l Joint mentioned the 
north rail wee held in place by spikes placed in four ties* 
At the *e*ond t ie east of thl* Joint there wee oae aplke an 
tbe Inside of the aorth rail and et tbe third t i e there waa 
oae aplke oa the outside of tbe *mme ra i l , and tbar* were no 
more spike* bolting that roll for a distance of 11*6 feet, 
while for a distance of 19 feet there wet only one spike* he 
considered the north rail omat of the joint insufficiently 
epiked to be safe mad thought the accident waa caused by tho 
traak epreading* 



***** 

Sect Sea fmmmm McDonald, ia emerge ef taa **etiea 
af traok tiJoiatJS*. taa section waar* taa derailment occurred, 
at«t«d that He arrived oa taa aeeaa af aeeideat aeoat it2© 
p* a** node an eaaadaatloa af taa traak and a* iced taat auroral 
aaa tlea aad be- n placed la the traak, tao ar three being yet 
la eaen pluee* walla at aaa pine* there were seven or elgat* 
He not lead that several af theee new t lee had aot been spiked 
aad an aaeeunt ef the net weather aad the dancer af the tree* 
buckling, he did not believe that the tlea were properly 
spiked ar had enough dirt around them te name tha traak eafe* 

thta aooident waa eeaeed by the truck spread!** wader 
train %9% aa aetoumt ef aot having baea sufficiently eplked er 
filled la with dirt between tha erne* tbaa aHemia* the rail* 

emtward «*ten tbe weight of tha train waa alamed apea It* 

An eramiaatjoa ef the firat ear derailed shewed that 
the rim ef the leading wheel* ef the front end r«*r traeka aa 
the right hand er south aide had severely ahafei the b**ll af 
the rail <%m shewed Indentation* which ware evidejdW eanaed 
by tbe rims etrlkla*. the angle her bolta and aa««ria« them off* 
frem tela eviienea i t ia believed bant tba eonth vasal ef the 
front traak ef the rtata ear waa the firat to b* derailed* draff* 
inn aff an the inside ef th* eeuth m i l «a$ pasaiaf the aorth 
rail emtward* 

rail® there ia sea* eoafllet *® tb* testimony m te 
tbe eoadltloa ef tbe tree); at the t ire ef the derailment, It* 
la eertela tbia a aamber ef new tlea had been pat la place at 
this pa*, t sad that the traak waa not In a safe eondltioa fer 
the operation of trelna ever it* far which Section feremaa 
larrail i s reepoaelble. Although he alalia that the slew fins 
i t bridge 2$$-$ was suffialeat pretention fer the plea* af 
track upon wbleb he was werktag, the track was sot safe for a 
train ta pus* ever It even at law speed. and in my event he 
•mould have pretested i t by a fln$m*a» Instead ef r*4ytn*, ape* 
th* f la« at bridge 255*®« 

Section reremee Harreii has had •aaat If ye%re* mm 
perlenoe a* antra §aag and seat lea foreman, practically all af 
this time being spent in the employ ef the T«»a a Pacific 
Bmilway* Sea* ef the train crew h%d been en duty in violation 
ef th* hear* of aervie* law, and their reoorde are good* 


