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INTZRSTATZ COMIZRCE COIMISSION

BEPCRT OF THE DIAZOTCR OF TZZ BURE&U OF SAFEZTY IW 33
IRVZISTIG.TINY OF AN ACJIDENT WFICE CCCUrRLD O
THE TTALAS & PACITIC RaILTAY AT CEERERYVILLE,
LA,, OW SZPTEN-TR 1, 1928.

Decem:-er 8, 1928
Tc the Comrission:

On Septemder 1, 1935, there was a rear-end colli-
cion Teiveen 2 freipht train of toe Ternas & New Orleazns
Roxlrecs@, Southera Pacific System, and a Texas & Peoiflc
T1e1ght train o1 the trecks of tre lagt-named comaany ot
Creveyville, Lo., vpich resulted 11 the death of one e~—
oloyee znd the injary of four erplovees and one ovher
PGLEON

ILocstion 2ad method of onerstion

This accident occurred on the Alexandris Subdivision
o> the Louisiena Division extendiar “etween Alexaafiie
a.d CGould=“oro, La , a ailstence of 124 5 miler, v¢a1ch v
toe vicinity of toe point of ascecidenl 18 2 sinzle-tlrack
li1re over wihlca treins are onerated Dy time-tatle, trean
orcere aand 8 ménudl Llock-eiponal system Between 3. P.
Jurcilon and Creneyville trains of the Southern Pacific
Syster are onerated over the trachec of the Texas »nd
Pocific Railvay uncer sapervielon of the last-named
co. veny  The switch =%t Cheneyville lorolny 1o tne
Boutrern Pacifiic treck, which diverses *to the rio-* or
covth, 18 locatled 530 tecet east ot the end of the stetion,
rnc the sccident occurred at a point 484,5 feet weat of
To1ls switeh.  saosproaching this point from the wesi the
treck 10 tanpeut for a clstance of more then 4 miles aad
he crode 1s practically level., The maximum soeed ner-
1tted for frei-ht treing 18 85 wiles per hour rmile tne
goeed 1o Iorther regtricted 2v ordi=esnce to 6 miles »ex
hour throu-h Cheneyville.

The s1 mnal at Cheneyville 1s & Jouosle-arm conliie-~
Tion trein-orcder =nd Zlock gisnel, the scma-shore slacdes
>Ling monnted on a mast 38 3 feet o.ove the reails, tals
s17ncl 1s located on the sout: sice of the mainm track,
oroo<ite tre =tation, 124 feet west of tre ooint of acci -
ceat #2ad 7,281 feet 11aside of the weet yerd-limit Doerc.

The veatiher was clear =l the time of the eccidenty,
Ti1co occurred al 2 18 p  m,
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Description

Eastbound 8§ P freight train extra 429 consisced
of 58 cars and a casboose, hauled by engine 4239, ai1d was
1a cherge of Conductor Segura ¢nd Engineman Berry. at
LeCompte, 8 miles west of Cheneyville, the crew recelved
¢ copy of trein order Ne. 115, Form 19, authorizia, tae
tzein to run ahead of train No 54 until overteskea,
Ixtra 429 left LeCommte at 8 50 v m  and while entzering
tlhe SBouthern Pacific gonnection at Chenevville, moving
at e gneed of from 6 to 8 miles ner hour, the rear eand of
the train wae struck by train No, 54.

Eastbound second-class T & P, freipht train No, 54
couslsted of 70 cars and a cAaboose, hauled by engiaie 3%4,
and was 1n charge of Conductor Griswold and Znginenan
Treedway., Then vassing LeCompte at 9 05 p.m., 33 '11nutes
lete, the crew received a cooy of train order No. 115,
Form 19, previously mentioned, together with a permissive
card authorizing them to proceed to Cheneyville expectiag
to find extra 429 1n the block After entering tne vard
at Cheneyville train No 54 passed the dlock signal, which
veg dignlayine a ston indication, and collided wita the
rear end of extra 429 while traveling at a speed variously
estirated to have teen between 6 and 25 miles »ar hour.

The caboose and four rear csrs of extra 429 wore
prectically demolished. The engine truck of engine 384
was derailed and the front end of the engine was coasid-
erakbly damaged None of the other eguipment was derailed
0T caraged The employee killed was an assistant 3.& B,
foreman who was riding on the car next to the caboose of

extra 429.
Summary of evidence

¥ngineman Terry, of extra 439, stated thet while ap-
oroaching toe train-order signal =2t Cheneyville he noticed
thot 1t was displaying a stown indication. The firs.an
received the orders as the train passed the sitation and
tl.e bead Hrakeman zot off and ovened the Southern Pacific
connection switch without the *train heving been “rournt
to a stop It was enterine the connection at a snesC of
scout €& or 8 miles per hour wlien he felt an application
of the brakes “ut he 414 not know what had caused 1t until
some time after the cccurrence of the accident. He also
gaild he hed mo difficulty 1n distinguishing tne lichis on
the train order signal at Cheneyville as his treln ap-
proached that poirt and that he had never experiznced
trouble of this nzture in the pecst.
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The statements of Fireman Lisbony and Head 3rakeman
Scroggs, of extra 429, practically corroborated those of
Engcineman Berry Fireman Lisbtony said ke did not know the
ei«Ct location of pigz train when the train-order sinal
at Cheneyville, wiaich was displaying a stoo i1ndication,
first came 1ato view but he noticed 1t was burning orightly
aund could be seen for some distance

Conductor Sesura, of extra 429, stated tpat he did
not see or herr anything of the following train anitll his
cvn train was anout 1 mile from Cheneyville when he locled
veck end saw the headlight of trasin No 54 some distonce
away. FHe then went out on the rear pletform of the
caboose and on realizing that the aoprosching train wvas
treveling at a hish rate of speed under the existing con-
ditions he inetructed the flagmsn to light a fusee but .ot
to throw 1t off Tre flagman did as 1nstructed and held
the fusee until the folloving train was within about 15
car-lengths of the caboose at vhich time the flagman
jumped off and started 1unning towards train No. 54 giving
stop signals, continuing to give these <ignals until the
encine passed him  Conductor Segura understood the rules
d1d not reguire flac protection withia yard limits, except
afeinst first-class frains, but did so i1n this instance
ac en additiomal precaution. He further stated that he
did not hear z whistle signal sounded Ly the enginenan
of train No 54 calling for the vlock at Cheneyville,
thet the siranzls of the flagmen were not acknowledged,
anc that there apoeared to be no etfort made to »raing the
approaching 1rain under coatrol, as the engine was still
working steam  The headlight of train No 54 was Luraing
brightly as well as the markers on his caboose, which
were displaying red indications to the rear Conductor
Sefgura saw the engineman of train No b4after the accident
end theought he acted rather cueerly, although he was posil-
tTive he smelled no cdor of intoxicants.

Flagman Olivier, of extra 429, stated that when his
train <topped at the east end of LeComrtie yard ne went
vack and placed two torpedoes on the rails and also leftl
a burning fusee ®hen the train reached a point about &3
milez from Cheneyville he went out on the rear nlatform
of the cabooge and saw the headlight of train No 54 ap-
vroaching He vrocured a fucee and lichted 1t, and uoon
reachine a moint atout 1 mile from Cheneyville he realiged
thet train No. 54 was getting closer so he started waving
step signals., As the followirge train did not apoear to
be reducirz speed he got off on the engineman's side of
the track at the road crossing juet west of the station
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andé continued to cive sto) sigarls as he hurried weszwarcd,
Fe hed heard train Yo. 54 whistle for the block but .as
stop signale with the fusee were not acknorledged, he

did not %know whether the “rakes were apnlied prior wo

the accident but said steam had bteen shut oti.

Engineman Treadway, of trzin No 54, stated that
vefore leaving alexandria Yard, 31 5 miles from Cheaeyville,
an gir-crake test was wade but ihet ne =tops were made
Cetieen thetl soint and the noint of accident At LeCormpte
he received a cony of train order No. 115 and a ncraigsive
card indiceting that extra 429 was occuping the mlock,

1 he di1d not gsce a fusee i1n that vicinity, althoa-h iwo
torpedoes were evploded east of lhe crossing at that
noint, with the resull thot speec was reduced while ne
nas constantly on the lookout fnr extra 429 Hia train
neseed the west yvard-liwit board =t Cheneyville a2t a
goeed of avout 25 miles per hour and about the same tiwe
e noticed that the Hlock signal was in stop nositiaan,
the fireman &nd head brekemsn also noticed the si-nal

end called 1ts 1adication Engineman Treadway sall ae
then sounded the station wnistle signal which was fol-
loved by sounding the whtistle twice for the block, “ut

2s 1t did not clear he made a service application of the
Urakes just east of the west switch of the ezsthound
nesslng track, which is about 4,200 feet from the point
0f eccident, Thig reduced the speed of nis train and

11 wae hiz intention to Lring 1t to a steop 2t the station
providing he did not oet a clear signal before reachiag
that point A lishted fusee suddenly appeared and he
luniediately apoplied the Yrakes in emersency and opehed
the senders, but on account of just having made a service
application the emergency application did not cauase the
srekes to take proper Lold, Ee estimated the sneed at

10 or 12 miles per hour as the engine passed over the
road crossing west of the station but as 1t pessed the
si1gnal some unusual moverent of the engine caused him 0
Tell and at the time of the accidant he did not xnov at
what speed the train wes traveling. He did not sce the
merkers on the caboose of extra 482, which he said was
cue to tre fact that the deonot and crossing lignts 1n
the vicinity interfered with his view, although he adunittecd
he had never experienced trouble of this kind 1n the nast,
Lngineman Treadway further steted that the speed o1 his
irain was about 30 milec ner hour tetreen LeComnte and
Creneyville, vhich he knew was 1n excess of that seiritted
tor freizht trains, but he said 1t was customary to ex-
ceed tne speed limit 1o the extent of at least 5 miles per
nour, He thought the train was Deing onerated i1n a safe
and proper manner although ne knew that he was moving 1n
8 permiscive block and might overtake extra 432 at any
point Fe also sz1d that he was not under the influence
of 1ntoxicants but 1n falling in the enpine cob just be-
fore the collislon his fead struck some object whicn
dered him for csome time.
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Fireman Cruickshank, of troin ¥o 54, 2314 a zreed
0Z cbout 25 mileg der hour w.c aainteined cetieen LeCorote
and Cheneyville, Uwon reachi~~ 2 »oint of from 1,200 to
1,500 feet west of the sioral ot Cheneyville he aotices 11
(isplayed a stop 1incication, end Soth he en? the hea
srelzeren called 1t to the ensinernn who 1n turn reseeted
11. The engineman mede a service anblicetinn of tae oar
crekes when nout 40 or 50 car-len-ths from thie s1_a~1
vhich reduced the shreed to -Sout 1T miles soT hour aad
srortly eitervrerds he noticed @ li-hted fusec a short
Jistence eact of the si7nal, ne called the eaTinemaa's
attention to 1t and the sneinerian 1wmedlately apolied
the btrak%es 1n emersency, clogsew the threltle end oneaed
t-ec senders Fireman fruickshenk got off at Lhe hi~hway
crorsln west of the station and estivatecd tae speed
at that tiwe at 10 or 12 miles per hour. EHe furinsr
steted that the glare of the ligehts &t the station 1m-
orired the view and trat he ¢1d not c-e the markers, or
eny other indicstion of the »recence of extrs 429, uatil
the fusee suddenly anpesred on the canoose of that troin.

Frakeman Masden, of train No 54, ectimsted tae soeed
Zetveen LeCompte aand Cheneyville at %5 or 43 miles Der
nour and on account of this niph vate of epeed he called
the engineman's cttention to the serwiesive card bat zao
avtempt wae made to reduce s)eec uatil after enterin. llhe
var¢ at Cheneyville. Brakeman Masden said he called the
incicetions digplayed by the signels at "orelsnd aad
Lecorpte tut did not rerember celline the 1rdicatioa of
the signal at Cheneyville nor did e hear eirther the en-
rineman or the fireman call 1ts 1ncicetion Upon seeing
£ fusee he got cown on the stess eof the erzine, loosed
ahead aad saw the morkers on the celooge oI cxtra 428,
about 8 or 10 cer-lengzths distant, as well as coms o..¢
near the cabooce with a lizhted tusee, He 1munediately
alichted but the momentum of the train ceuscd hir to se
thrown so violently that 1t readered him uncoasclouas ne
estimated the sveed of the trein =t the time ne vo% off
g8 beinz moout 25 miles ser hour., Brakemen M=sden Xnew
of nething about the engine that would reatrict thz en-
ciacman's vision and sard the engilaemen apneared to te
periectly normel nrior to the accident.

Conductor Griswold, of train Neo. 54, stated that he
veg ergaged with hic resorts between LeCompte and Cheney-
ville and paild no attention to the speed, 2lthough he
thourht that had 1%t been excessive he would have noticed
1t, Jist after the cebocse passed ihe west swiich of
the vestbound nassing track, §,900 feet from the point
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of accident, » light spplicetion of the brrkes was woaeg
end upon reaching a point etout &5 or 470 cur-lenztas
Teyonu tinig moint the brakes were s fin applied, tas
second apnlicatior .as mackt hedavier than the I1Tst ap-—
plicetion vut ece d1d not thing they were applied 1a encr-
fency The tiain mas brought to & atcady ctos end he cad
20t know there had been 5 coll.ision watil he reachzal the
forvard ena of his trein some time attervordes Yz later
neard the enviveran statzs reverel times that the svation
li-lte cauced Lir to “ecome confused and that ne mis-—
Jjuczed the dist-nce The enzlneran wae peifectly nornel
wiren the c¢onductor saw him at Alerandria Yard bhut aftier
the oc¢cident he anneared to e 1n a dazed condition, he
¢1d not think, however, that this vas due tc 1ntoxiceats.
Conductor Grisvold sa:d ne never had had any difficully
viih the lich+%s at Chenevville »ut on this occarioa he
noticed they interfered mwith vision to some extent, al-
tlourhte had seen the indication displeved by the siqnal
ai the ctation before the train came to a stop, while the
flagman called 1ts 1ndication at avout the time tae first
alr-brake an>lication was made. Tne staterents ol Flag-
man Leathem, of trein No. 54, who rode in the caboose
Detveen Alexandria Yard and the noint of accidenl, added
no acditional facts of i1mportance

Cperator Eagtin, on duty at Cheneyville, stated thot
ag extra 420 passed the station, moving at a snesd of &
or 8 miles per hour, he handed on orders and alterwards
he noticed that tne markers on the caboose were DATNING
anc cienlayins red to the 1e5r, the block <i.rnal wa
aleo lighted and 1n the stop position., At about the oare
tiwe ne rnoticcd some one nsPr the road cros-ing west of

ne stetion ravinj ~too signals with a Fasgee wnile Lroan
Ho. 54 was seen 1o pe aporoaching annioxiwalely 1,000
Tect Jdastant He heard the whistle ol that traia sounded
trice for the nlock out @id not remember hearing 1t
sounded to acknowledze tae flawmen's gifnals. Train XNo,
£E4 naegsed tne cfaticn 2t & speed which he cstimated at

20 to 2% miles per hour, and as socon as he heerd the
creen of tne collicion he went 1nride tne station and
observed tne timz to be 2 18 p m , vhich time was reair-
tered oa the ctation record.

Coar Inspector Dihon stated that he made an incnec-
wion ot the sir hrakes on trein Wo 54 prior to 2ts de-
pnerture fror Alemandria Yard He found a loose antle
cock 2nd a defective air hose on one of the cars 2nd as
Soon Ag rens1rs nga ween made the “rakes were tested and
vere found to be vorking sroperly. Shortly afterwards
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ihe brakes were acain ap»lied and were not released until
he reached the forward end of the trszin when he resorted
them as being all right, VMachiniet Inspector Xern sireled
thet he 1nspected engine 394 at Alexandria on Sentencer 1
and tound the air-breke equipment in good condition ci-
cept that the driver-brake piston travel was 3 1nC.Ees,
aind with the assistance o1 aaotlier man tnis was reduced
to b 1nches Fe found no eviderce of steazm leaks at lhe
Siwe of this inedection Engineran Treadwzy also stated
theat the air brakes on hige t1a1n were oparating »Hroperly

The statements of rembers of a2 Ttridge and burlding
crev who were riding c¢n cxtra 439 at tne tire of tne ec—
cilent were tc the effect that tnzy noticed Enginenan
Treadway acted gueerly =sfter the accident tut they we:re
st variance as to whether he was under the influence of
gome 1ntexicant Yoctor Iuckett, hovever, stated chat
he esarined EIngineman Treadwray z short time after ihe
acciaent snd fuund thet he was injured and apveared to
Ve 1n a dazed condition. He naid perticul-r attenticon
t0 learn 1f the enzineman was under the i1ianfluence of any
ovlate or intoxicant bul detected no evidence of Tuls
charecter,

During the ni~ht of Septerber & & test was made to
cetermine the mexirur distance the merkers of a ¢adoose
could be reen nlainly under conditiors nrectically the
same as those axisting at the time of the accident. ¥ith
a csLoose standiny at anproximately the ncint of accident
the merkere could De scen from the ceb of an approacning
azstbouna engine for a distence of 2,879 feet Titn the
cz-oose standing al a ~oint 417 feel west of the Dlocx
sirnel and with e lighted fusese on the res1 platform,
wne marxers could be seea for a2 distance ot 3,157 feet
wiile the fusee cave into view at a distonce of £,330
Teet The block-signal light could be seen for a Jislance
ol 7,047 feet.

Conclusions

Tais accident was ceused by the failure of Endinemen
Trecdway, of train No, 54, to oper-te his train ruder
proper control within yard li=its ond slso by his failure
sromerly to obey the siop 1naicetion disslayed by the
slock sicnal

Tne rules provide that second and i1aferior class znd
extre trains mast move within vard limits prewarced to stop
anleecs the wmaln track 1s seen or ¥nown to be clear, £nd
there alsgo 1s an ordinance res*ricting the speesd of
freipht %rains through Cheneyville to 8 mwiles ner aour.
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zagineman Treacgvay 1rnor=d 20t%tn tae rule snd tne or-
fimince, he sel1a fie train oeased the west yord-1r it
Lo 2d at 2 ecoced of atout 25 mileg nmer hour, ot which
11.e he could see the »lock sxon~l 1n toe ston ao0s1itiorn,
eac a-out the time the en,ine *3¢ vorsed The 1est awitch
0l the easthoand nassine track, 4,300 fect Irom the soint
of gccident, a gservice anplicrtion of the Trelies wan nede
Fe then releaszed the trekes, 1ntendiny to stoo DeloTe
oesein~ the station 1n case the s1 nal ras not clexred.
Shortly ~fter the :crekes rere relcased, howve.cr, a
lirhted fusee epmnoenred an. he imvediately anilisd tae
tredes 1n emergency tut was ungtle to stop im time
nrevent trke accircdent Tnoineman Tresdvay zailcr he Jic
#l eny til-¢ see the mer%ere on the caboosne of the train
aheeu, which fact he attiributed to the station and otier
lirkte 1n tae viciaity Not oaly nad tnese lights never
interfered with his vision 1n the »est, wut teets con-
cacted subse~uent to the sccident friled to substaiticte
his claim 1n any vay Rerardlecs »f this »hase of tiae
s1tustion, however, the requiremenis of the yord-li 11t
1ule and of the locel ordinance were sufficieat Lo aecve
prevented an accident of this character Lrd tnose ieculre-
uente beem otscrved, No adeguate explanetion for tae oc-
currence 01 t 1¢ accilcent was aavonced Dy Za-ineman
repdwnay, or 2w his firemen and the head Trakeran,
T=tter, hoverer, zctims=ted the specd as Laving ceen
a.out 35 milee wer rour when the train sassed the vard-
liwit toard =nd a:oat 25 mwiles 1T ".our at the time he
=0l off near the ro.d croseing west of tne statioan, and
11 this connection attenlion 1g called t» tne fect that
Le Tlock records 1rdiceted vh t train Wo B4 maiatained
g€ average eoced 01 apnroxlraiely 36.9 millesg oer hour
Zetreen LeComste anc Cheneyville, a Sist nce of 8 ailes,
y11houzgh the oweed limit 1s 25 milee per nour ond tae
crev hed a ceution crrd ardvisire thet extre 439 waz in
the Tlock, Uader all tae ¢ircumstarces 11 ccems more
then »robeble that the eynlsn~tion for the occurreace
of this acecident zan be founl? 1n Tae oneTetion of e
vrein at an excessive rate of sneed and the [ailure of
hose on the engine to raintain an adequate rmatcn oif the
trzck ahead oi their train.

L
L

ne

The rules provide that a train muct not leave 1is
1n1tial station or any division, sub-divislon or & JUuac-—
ticom until 1t hag oeen esscertisined vhether all trains
cue, which are cuvnerior or of the same c¢lasg, have ar-
rived or left., Dismatcher Adems 1ssued orders at Alex-
ardria Yara for trein No 54 and extra 422 aad cleared



2otk trains, cxoccting tac scheduled frein to be followed
Dy the exfra, nhico latter troln was 21ven & JEr1NlssSivVe
ceru 2dvielns them to exnsCt 1o firg tiean Ho 54 10 tre
Dlock. Neilther tae enzineman nor the condactor of tae
exire mede 3 check of the Tegicter et Alexandria Yard,
~ut the emgiacman <2id the conductor told nir train Ho.
54 hed oone Ag a natter of fact the conductor wmale .10
elfort to leern 1f train No 54 hacd gone snd toe veeuld
nce that extra 420 leftyv sheod of traia Yo 54, a suser.or
lrean The T118T the dignatcher ¥new ni this sgituation
was when tne operstor at Moreland reported extra 429 as
pocglng that station, the dispatciaer thern correctel the
siTusilon By ircosuing an order to erxtra 429 at LeCn.upte
autktorizing 1t to run ahead of t:rin No 54 unti!l over-
trlen, and at the rawe time rave a codv of the order, and
a perrissive card, to the crew of train Fo 54 Taece
fects, together wxith the staterert of Conductor Seiura
toet warle 1% 1s 2ot the aeneral practice for exrtra
ireins to leeve Alexaadria Yard ahead of sunerior tralns
vel he knew that this rad occurred cn nureroug 0CS3m101EF,
welrent having the resnoneilble operatin orficials pay
closer attention to conditions ancer tuclr cunervigliol
with = view to seeing tnet tone riles 21e enfoiced aad |
oceyed by 111 concerned,

The emnloyeszs 1nvolved were caoserlenced men 2rd 1
The tine of fthe asccident non.e of them .rd been ol QUTY
11 vicletinn of any of the miovisionsg of the hours of

cervice law,

Reengetfully sgasmittad,

¥ P BORLAID,

Director



