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OB SoTeifiber 16, 1918„ there sua a rear end collision 
hstwe@n two freight trains oa the ferns & Pacific Uailroad, 
sear £eyss* !.»*, whloh reisaltea la the death of one employee 
and the Injury of three employees* 

After investigation, the Galsf of ths Bwreaa of Safety 
reports as follows: 

Bhe latrshall smWiylslen of the eastern Division sa 
whloh this aoci&oBt oosmrred, extends froa Marshall, 2eaao, to 
Boyss, & distance of 141.6 miles* It is a siagls tragic 
line n;>on which train taovementB are ^oversea by time table aad 
train orders transmitted by telegraph* KJ bloek Signal eystaa 
Is in use* 

Tho tralna involved in this aeeident ware eastbound 
extras 488 ant £10* i&rtrs 468 was in <*bsrge of Conductor 
Xn^pB.n and. ̂ glassus? ii&ffew, and at ths time of the saoident 
consisted of oagins 488, 48 loaded ears* 1 napty oar and a 
sabooss* It passes Cypress, ths last Qam telegraph office 
west of Boyss* at 4*40 a*a« aad. at about 7*48 a*j&» stepped 
with its roar end 1*8? fsst east of the west yard lloit board 
at Boyee, where th© engine left the trala and run to leyes 
station, approximately 3 miles di fit sat, for water* Ths ©apins 
bad retarasd to the train and coupled on. and the ooglnemaa was 



pfcaping off tha brakes preparatory to atartlag, aaaa the eol-
lieioa occurred, about Q,X5 a. at* It aaa raiaiag at the time 
of tha accident, sad tha weather was foggy* 

ixtra S10 consisting of engine £10. 4f loaded ears 
aaa caboose, la on*) go of Ooadiiator laraar aai ^agiaaaaa. Bahler, 
left Oypreas at &*@6 a*a«, aad at aboat 8.15 iua», while ranaiag 
at a ape ea variously eatlmtea froa 6 to 16 miles aa hour, 
collided with tha tear «nd of extra 462 aa &bors stated* l%e 
aollieloa resulted ia the death ef Oon&aetor Thompaea aad the 
later* of student Brakeman &auas of extra W » aad the alight 
injury of see* Poresaaa of isngiaes Srawa aad flreaaa Ayara of 
extra £10. 

Bngias 210 telescoped the wesdsa caboose of ea&ra 
46£, crushed tha next oar ahead, aad derailed the eeeoad ear 
ahead, Tha aa^iae waa CYortarsed aad eaate to rast dawm aa 
etab«nlmeat to the left of the traok, at an angle of about 80 
degrees therewith* the caboose eaaght fire, whioh (spread to 
aad deetroyed the two oars Just ahead, aad ale© daaaaged the 
engine. She tender of engine £10 bad ita trucks torn loose 
froa the framei the toader frame bmokled and lay ereseals* 
the traok, while tha ©ietera waa thrown off the frame to the 
right of th® track m& cone to rest in ea aprlght posit lea 
foaling tha traok, She fir at oar behind the taadar was 
demiXed to the ri.-ht with ite front m& down tha embankment 
about t§ fact froa the traok* ita rear end remaining sculled ta 
tha train* 



Approaching th© B O O H S of aoeldeni from a point 1| 
miles west thereof, there ie a one degree ourve to ths left 
for a alstaas* ef £300 feet* followed by a tangent el& feet 
long, eat thaa a one degree Starrs to ths right 1180 feet Ions, 
whloh redness to a 38 minute ourve est ending to and aeysna the 
point of as aidant* She grade over this streteh of traek is 
slightly assondlhg eastward for & iletanee of aba at a mils, 
and slightly desoending for the rawlader af the distance. 

Kaftiaenan rslfew of sztra 4i£ stated that wham asar 
Boyee hs rem oat of water, and whistling out Q flag, out off his 
snfins and went into soyas* Ia about half an hour hs returns*., 
somplsd up, aad wms panning off tho brakes when, at 8.18 a « 4 * » F 

ths eolllslon oe our red* She lapset was net severs, resulting 
merely In moving his engine about six or seven feet, parting 
the train, m& sotting the brakes* It was raining aat foggy 
and he oould not see u&re than a thousand *&®t ahead at the 
tiae* He stated that when ho etopped to g9 for water, he did 
not k&m whether the rear o f his train mm within the yard 
limits of Boyee, but undent adding that It was jseeassajpy to 
protest tha roar of nis train at all times, he whistle out a 
flag for that purr>oso» furthermore, he am oa a osxve and ths 
weather was foggy, and this condition nad a it all ths more 
neeeesary to protest his train* E ® stated that he had aot 

been examined oa the rules sinoe 1914* 
Assistant Hoed rsrssaa of jviaes sweety whs 

wae riding on «idA« 488, stated that the condition of ths 



engine was .rood, bat oa aeaoaut of having? a heavy trala they* 
raa oat o f water near Boyse* Whea ej>'a¥oasalA& ths yard the 
ea^nestus was letting t h o train roll a t afromt five sdles aa 
hoar, then almost o n e to a e t o p * eot t he air, sbistlea' aat a 
flag, eat off, aad m a t oa into aoyos* f i ts whether, ha 
atatad, mm rainy aad a l i t t l e foggy* 

Head Brs&eiaaa imffy stated t ha t Hia traia stepped 
a t several please along t h e way m& ^ h e a mm Soyae the sax las 
was aat off aad thay raa into that aalat far water* k hard 
rain was f*llia$, aad a f t e r t h e engine retarasd, no soaaar was 

a eoiipling made, thm ha f^lt the lBatset, aa he thought, af seats 
ears eonaliag oa to M s roar. He went feaar to sa© what was 
wroag ead a»und tha t t h e draw bar haa been knocked mader the 
tenth ear f r o m t h e e n g i n e aad the ear derailed* Ha Aid set 
hear hia eit^ineiaaa sl$aal f o r flag nrsteatioa when traia stopped, 
bat knew he wag withia t ho Boyee yard limits a t t h a tlae* 

Bear Brakeaan Booth stated t h a t ihm hia t r a l a 

stopped w&st o f Boyea ha heard t ha sigaal froa the e n g i n e to 
protest the re si of t h e t r a i a * lie waa i n t he o&boese at the 
tlaa amd started to go b&ek bat was told by Ooaa-actor Thmpm® 

t® go to th® head a n d , t h e saaeaster at at lag t h a i he would 
a t t e n d to t h a r t a r * Ee d i d no t know whether hi© t r a i a was 
within th® Boyee y a r d li.rvit board a t t he time, feat knew t h a t 

he was ©a a oarve m& when he saw extra 210 xoanding this 
carve be waa abast 1000 f e e t ahead o f the r e a r o f his t r s i a * 

la s t a t e d that engine £10 was woikiag i t eaa at the time and he 



oould hear its exhaust, but he hears no whistle* 
Ooneasteir isaraey ef extra 210 etated that after 

leaviag tearsh*ll he went to ^Jureresort, where he pie&ed a® 
47 oar a of oil, thou i&ovod via the breach line and anaae feaok 
to th© main H u e at oyvress, whore he was delayed for throe 
haura by m* 480 and extra 468. ,<n aeoeuat of tha tain 
aad fog he oould aot sea the head out* of his train, but ex­
perienced no difficulty until h® strusfe 462, He tbought the 
speed of tho train when the en,;inesaon applied sir ia e»e<rg<aney 
was about 12 Biles an frnuv He sistod that pert of hie train 
Was within ye:d limits ifeea It at opped ssnd that It did not 
approach thssie limits und«r aoatrol, @s required by rulo* He 
said the rale was not gone rally observed, as it wan oustamry 
for trains standing within ya; d limits to flag against aporcwiefc-
lag trnlas and thus worn thsm that ths nain line WS.J occupied, 
fhis had bsen dons on devious occasions, and hs though, t if tha 
praotlea had been fallowed in the ?*e&ant iastau©^ the aeeident 
weald not navo ooourred* He af ait ted the; tho aocideot eoald 
hava bmn averted, if the . ule had h&ua eoaaliod with, but said 
the rale was not generally followed, and to eoaply with, it would 
aot enable any m& to "got anchoret* ha said, however, that if 
he bed b« a with ths on cinemas he would h»Te seen to it that 
the pard limits were approached under bout vol* 

lirigrlnoRuso Bahler etated that in approaching ths Boyee 
yard limit board ha flr«it natieed th& eabo^se of sattra 48$ on 
the aaaa, line \sken about ei#it or nine telegraph pales (about 
1400 feat) bask of it* His ep®*d then wae aboat IS miles aa 
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hour. It was foggy ea d dark asd si hs approaches % railroad 
oroaslag ha is&de a light application of tho Drakes* is then 
looired oat and nm tht •>ntlin© of 4§@*s caboose and i$»ed lately 
ehat off steam and » d e m emfcr$mooy application. The air did 
not aeeia hold m well aa usual, and he imd so time te whistle, 
sat his speed wue reduced to about fire alias m hour when ha 
Struck* Hs knew that the rule is attired bia to eo&e into yard 
lijaite prop&rea to r.top unlas© tho aula track was seen or kaowh 
to h@ clear, hat stated that tho cutis® w®*i for trains oeempying 
tha main traok thore to protest themselves by flagging againat 
following trains, and ho expected that this etjetoia would sa 
observed m oa previses occasions* 

Flreraeja &yers corroborated ths atateneate of iiaglmBssa 
Buhlar and stats* that ths first intinstlaa he ha* of a train 
stauaiur? wit hla ^ard limits was whsn tho eh?;in«aan applied the 
air In ©»©rgeaey» 

Bead fo reman of ^iiglnes Browa, who waa with th© engine 
eras of extra 810, et&ted that he first aaw the caboose of ax­
tra 488, after the m tnmm applied air la em*geasf# 2h*y 
wsra on a curve at th® tisie, and this toother with the log as 
well as frost m tin window, obscures his view* «aen ths 
a&aergensy application wae easde tho air did sot mm to take 
hold iaa*dlately, we&ther conditions bavisg a baa offset on the 
rail, whloh in tarn sausef the ungiae to Blip, He etated that 
the speed of his train approaching Boyss was about 20 ©lies aa 
hour, and hod been reduced, to about IB or 18 miles per hour when 

the collision m our red* H« pl&eed responsibility for ths 



accident with those who f«Uea to comply with itele 98, although,, 
ha atatad* the rale wae not generally liwed ma to area by 
officials of tiie road, and had been to a certain SKI eat dona 
sway with by the eastern of flagging withia $&rd limits* 

Head arakexaan iielaoa stated that he first notised ths 
sa boo so of extra 458 when saplnemsa R polled. the air* Bis die-
tanas betwaan the trains then, he theugit, was about six or 
eight telegraph p^les, and the gpeed of his train about 1% 

alias an hoar* He stats* that he did not know what protec­
tion the yard Unit board afforded, nor did he know what ths 
rals was, bat hs thought asd isad been instructed that whan a 
train stopped his duty was to flag in all eases* He had not 
been e*aEiinea on th® rules nor did hs hare a copy of thaa* 

Hear JTTXKMMN llftddux stated that th* yard limit boards 
arc put ap to protest trains that eater is side the board, bat 
it has been csstoaary for trains at ending there to flag against 
approaching trains m m additional pree&otlon* It has been 
hie own orastloe to f%&% when standing in m r d llaits, and hs 
has bean lost rusted to do so by conductors* He was last ex-
amified oa the rulea in IfOs* 

Th&tma iioal, yardmster at Bayse, atales that ha did 
aot consider It necessary under the rule for a train within 
yard limits to protest itaelf by flagging except stalest first 
else® trains, the $&r& lis&it boards affording sufficient protee* 
tlaa against other dosses of trains* He Emitted that other 
th&o first class trains were freoaantl* flagged by direction of 

offislala and othsrwisa, bat stated that this was dons as aa 



additional safeguard, n&rtiunlarty la foggy weather* He aald 
that he haa nevsr haaa exseiiaad oa the rales aad had made ao 
saesial study of them* 

0* Em Carry* aa w&i'lacniea ops rat lag over the Marshall 
aub-*divlsion, stated that he haa been oa this divistoa elass 
1900 aad Is aequalated with ooadiiioas. He said that la 
approaching the Boyee yard Halts hie eastea has haaa to haws 
hia traia made? control, bat la aaditioa he weald esaeot ta 
fiad trains ®tmi&M$ on the asia line there fXsgglag against 
approaching trains* eiaae this was taa mmsl pr&ctioe* 

nisp&teher Harris cor re tor at ed tae statements of 
others with reelect to flagging practice la the aoyee ymrd 
limit s sad also etated that ha feat ho 3rd that the yard heard 
has oa ao&e oaaaslons beaa aove« aai is aot looked upon as 
afford lag fall pretsstioa* He thoa^t that if aale 93 had 
haaa eosspliofi with tha accident would m% have o©earred* 

aivlsioa auper intend ant feecmllo««» stated that ha knew 
cf but one oaso, &ad that was aa uaueasl see, lfeers a freight 
traia vitala th® Bayse yard Halts had to flag ag&iast aa aporoa«a~ 
lag train other than fir at olaaa* He stated thet the practise 
withia the ^hrevoport yurd llaits ia dlffer#at. tot this Is due 
to peculiar conditions* He attributed tha accident to ths failure 
of en^iaema cf extra 210 to cosily with tha rule, aad slated that 
the vmimn for aaay ef the an ploy- as oa tha division not having a 
booSr af rales was because of war coalitions aad the iafluaasa 
which aaaessitated tha hiring of assay new aad exhausted ths 



i t 
•apply. 

$hta asaiieat waa sa&sed ay tae failure ef is&gias&aa 
Bahlcr aa€ Coadnator Borner ef extra S10 to eoaply wita Kale 
*J t which reads aa fallows* 

Mthla yard Halts the amis traek aay as 
ased, aroteetlag agalast first alass treias* 

second and inferior olaaa aad extra trains 
mast move withia î ard limits fre fared to eta? 
asXoss tha taain track is sesa or feaawa ta hs 
olear* 
She investigation disclosed that the pr aot ice of 

flagging withia Boys* yard Units aader B trailer oireaastaaees 
waa ooamoni ia faat, the practice had fceooas so general as to 
caase ompioyoea to rely apoa tho praotlaa ret her than the rale* 
This state of affairs nay in part he ae coasted for fay the fact 
that many of tha *:m?vloyeee oa this division hare aot been ex­
amined oa the rales for several years, officials themselves 
h»v« aade freshest eawtic&a to the rale, aad may of the asa 
save act evtm been faraiaaed with a oapy ef the icales. Shis 
soaditioa deeaads Mnediate eorreatioa ia the iatexeet cf safe 
aaerat ion* 

Tiie area cf extra 4M had haaa ca daty at tlaa of 
aeeldeat a&oat 16 hears aad SO aiaate*. fas iigineaaa had hsea 
off duty prior to begianiag th© trim *S hows, eea&uetor IS 
hoars aad the others froa IB to 41 hoars* Che arew cf extia 
810 had haaa aa daty about IS hoars aad 40 atantas* Before 
astftaalag this trip the <mpinam*a had haaa off daty •?£ homrs* 
tha ooaduetor 10 hours, sad the others fro") 10 to B4 hoars* 



Approaching tbe aoena of aooldant frost a point 1£ 
miles treat thereof, there la a one degree curve to the laft 
for a distance of 2300 feett followed by a tangent 61S feet 
long, aad thaa a one degree curve to tba right 1180 feet long, 
which redueea to a 3s minute curve emending to and beyond the 
point of aacl&sat* She grade over thie 9 tret all of track la 
slif&tly ascending eastward for a distunes of aba at a oil*, 
and slightly ssssending for the w w i M e r of the distance* 

BsFdnsnsji naisw of extra A&Z stated that whan near 
Boyes be itm oat of water, and whistling out & flag, eat off his 
engine and west into &eyee* In about half aa hour he rctamed, 
souplsd up, and wee pimping off the brakes Shoo, at 6*1S a*a*» 
the collision occurred* 2he lrapaet was net savers, re smiting 
merely In wsviag his engine about six or asven fast, parting 
the train, and sotting the brakes* It was raining and foggy 
and hs oould not me awre thaa a thousand *oet ahead at the 
tlcas* He stated that whon he stopped to sa for water, he did 
not know whether the roar of his train was within ths $ar& 
Units of Boys®, but understanding that it was jgaeesaary ta 
protest tha roar of his train at all times, hs whist la out a 
flag for that purpose* jtartheraoro, he was oa a ourve sad tha 
weather was foggy. and this condition m d e It all the sore 
necessary to protect his train* as stated that he had aot 


