
February S8, 19X3* ' 0 

la re investigation of Accident an the Tsaeas asd Pacific 
* a U m y near Alexandria, Louisiana, on flbTcaaher 83, 1913. 
Oa Kovtsmbor S3, X91S, thera w a roar-ond collision between 

a Southern Pacific mlmd train aad ths first anil second aviations 
of Toxas & r&eiflo oaasangar train tfo# §1* all of which wra 
coupled, together* &n*i tho third section of Texan & Faoifio passenger 
train Ho* &Lf on tho Toaeaa & Pacific Railway near Alesamdria, £a* t rsg-olvlag in tho doath of 3 ©taployses and tha Injury of $ o&ijloyeos. 

After lnvo$-&i$a.fcion of this aocidont the Chief Inspector of 
Safaty A^pllanoes pooorta as follows: 

drains of th© Southsrxt &tcifl« Gostpaay rnrjiiiig tostwoeii 
XritiVyofcta ®m Alexandria, La», ar» o^ar&tsd over the lines of tho 
Taxaa & Ptoiflo B u l i m y Compiany between Ohanayvilia and Alsxnndrla, 
a tfiatanao of abo*4t 24 allar, tad thasa trulna ar© goYarnad by th© 
ralso ©f tha Texas ̂  #nuirie R;il«wy Oo&pany* Trains on this jor-
bion af tho road aro o srateu usdor tho tis-atablo and train order 
system, the block syatem not bains used# 

On tfc© evsnls^ of Hovasiber 32, 1013, Southern Pacific laise&d 
train Uo* 941 arrive at Chen^yvilto at about t m o^olook, depart­
ing as nostra 3?o« 514 "s©»*4 ovar tht Taap&s & Pacific track, at 
sbous 10s BO P«SA« Gen&neta? Grouch was in charge of this train 
whioh sen^l^ied of M Xomlmi oar®, a eaboaea and a pnsBongar coach 
on the r^a^ snd of the train* Thlo train wis oalayed about 3 hour® 
and 4$ nlntttss at £eAaspto an*.: Moroland, an4 at Uoraloati It waa 
f&txn& that the su^ly of fu. 1 «nd rsutar on this train waa nearly 
exhaust od* dlsipatohor *saa "afor&od of this situation and to 
avoid sv4tohlii3 naovvfiiattta nooo*j:; i.y to aamit oth^r trains to pans 
hs ssmt tho following turn to uiv- ore"? of this trains 

"ftxtra 31 and 614 West, ̂ or^i ac: 
Qa $& AlaxnniJri.i ai o»/ ^f first &nd second Ho* RU* 

Tho fix*«t ?sn̂  s$oon£ of west-bound paasnnga? train 
$o« SI e&oh oonaisWi of i lo^ano^ivo ana a caboose* Comuotor 
Wilson was ia ctiarg© of sh ̂  ;*ivat soatAott a M Conductor Youngsr waa 
in charge of tha moons, 'jaotionn ^h@sa two sactions arrived at 

/f0?8l*tii& on tiavsi&ber S3ri as 3:00 and 3; 10 a « A « # ra«paetiTaly« 
Tfesra th- y *or® stopped by osc?*s $14* and Conductor Gronoh showed 
Go^duetor Wilson tha 0je.jaa.3a rich ha had resolved from tfe& dis-
patohsr nn^ ss^laiaQd the r:i';*r>sion* A^'rangments ware then nada 
b«atfj?©en So-aduotoi'3 Crouoh in.4 t'/il̂ofs to hj§v® first Hb* 51 oou;lo on 
to r«nr ©nil of «̂ trci -314 'md su h it to Alexandria, oonduotor 'MiXmn tola conductor ̂ cjuiyer \h'xt vjad bsan dona and su ê itfcod tj.at 
saoond SI agtoist in ;uaiilrk; t / ^ m 614 60 Alosundriaj-^t firai 
Conductor Tourvuor ref^jod do this but latsr ha did eouplo his 
train to thft r^ar of vfirst rio« si, Thaaa thras trains oou^lad 
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sogethar left Korelaad at about 3s SO da? St SIS ®t«£3*ft and proceeded we 
until they re&ehea a point about 1& ratios oast of Alexandria poa-
ser^er atatioSf ̂ us& «u*t of what Is kmm as Watfcina railroad 
eroaalsg, »vber» *t about a. ia*t hey wre struck by third 
Ho» $1# 

We^-botmd. train Ho# 51 ruse fzom Hew Orleans, La., 
to Marshall* Tex&et leaving Hew Orleans! at 7-00 #n Hotmber 
&8* 1913f this train left Hew $rle»na on ttae, a© $G# 51, consist­
ing of m engine* a mall ear, a baggie car, a eoanhp a chair car, 
*mi tBree slooplag cara, ona of vtl&ah wae out off before the 
aeoltleat occurred* Con>-hie*or Sd*;ar&a sad Enginessan V m Hoee were 
in afcarge of this «raia» «h£oh 3 eft tolls * a station afeout 
miloe irost of fe? Orlenns, at 12: OS a*ta»„ Koye&ber 23rd, about 
ono horn* lata; ruxmi&s from th-it ?leee 33 third Ko« 01 it ssa&e 
iî .roxisfttaly ruaais^ ti&stv $m®in& foreland at 3.45 ewu, 58 
saisuteg late, an* eellided at aoout SsSS a«s* «ith second Ho* SI* 

At the place '.-here tho accident oeeurrod and for aavor&l 
aailee OKiafc of that ?olat the trocJs 10 practically atr night and 
lav^l* 5?hft opeea of second JJo* 51 at. the 61BJ© of the accident 

about te-n alloj an hour and of third So* 91 between 20 and 
30 sailer, an -our* 0a -.he ni^ht of Ube accident the mouther was fossy* f*>s lying is streaks or btsa&s* The locomotive hauling 
.bird Ho» 51 w.e o ul -,.ed vith an electric headlight, but ivlm fog 

*s© dense 6tot tho eer̂ loyeeft oa first and second 31 Sid 
not. nee the ll^at fxom IS until Jur.t before tfeo* collision occurred* 

Conductor ^iXnan of first Ho# SSI stated that vhon M s troia 
« w ft&cpped at ICorcl-tnd by Estra 014 hie florins was &mt back 
J O fl.ifj soeond Ho* 51, thia was don© ani seond,tfa* SI 
i*aa «oui>l̂ d to the rear of tela train he hollered ttat w»a 
relierod frm further r" ̂ aeibility for flatting* 

Ccttduotar Younger of oeeoxid Ho* 31 atntrd that M o tr.t in 
waa flange*, hy flrat Ho* 51 at Horelend and ft© found extra 614 
~artly on tJte sain fca*,;d& and partly on tho aiding at that ^laoe» 
After tfc« twre'"1 teiss land been coupled togettner aa,i ,"a-i left 
SSgrel'inA Conductor Younger drop ̂ e3 e. fusee off fran his caboose 
ae%ar &lla ost and a second fu^ee ̂ 0 dropyei off wmi* mile-
vost 191* Au thca traiag reuueed apaad on approaching Y/atkias 
Crossing tRe fld&raaa drofi © J off tlie rear of truin* 
Soaduetor Ymin&or stateti that tbe flagman carried a red light* a Tjfcita- lltjht and a grains fuseO| and he drop-ood off ̂ ev •» ei^ht 
telegraph £iolea fron tha jiointi fcero the caboose wn>i struck. 

Plaf^n Vlokaalr atated t".*it after louring Moreland *• 
stood. ioo&i»g cut che ̂ e<iT door of the onbooae; t£at th?1 0 0 a -
;uotor dro ̂ .ad ofi' H fureo near sdllet'oarfi l ^ f and the train 
be^.m tcs siov; do -n fox* fch^ oroB^3î  lie" got off firoa the ?^ir 



us 
end of tho s&bOQsa and started liaote to flsgf ha ourriod a red 
light» a whit® light ana a lighted fuse** t'̂ raa tarpadoaa ha* 
lag atftaahM to lantern* Whan h© heurd third SI si^ronoh-
lag ha started to nt» aoo& and waved his lighted fussej hut 
he di4 not veaalre any roa onae from tha ea$ino&an «nd the traia 
passed him at high 82*ed« H@ stated that ha did not us© tor­
pedoes as ha hardly had tiaa t~ do m and ha thought ha ought 
*^ $at h^oK as far a.3 possible* Ee thought fee was about ton 
tslaê râ b poles froa .point v'here T>,a oollision eeurred when 
third Ho* ®1 B O A A A D bin* 

OoMaa^or ^dsmrto of third Ho* 51 stated that it© aofeaaad 
an &$olie&ti©n of tha where tho m$lnmm& usually ar>?lia& 
tha brakes to stop for tho rai I road aroaslng Just a;*at of Alex-
andrla* This applioatl^n was oleosa LEASEDTATELY followed by 
an aswrgsttoy a»plloatl<A nf tha brakes r tnd ha th^n felt tho 
aho-ab of tho oolliseon* He stated that It ms rory foggy at the 
tlr.* of the aooiiiant a&4 feo ̂ould e©o a dlatanao of only shout 
ono- o&r IstHKth* 

B a g i M B Y^n Saaa of uhir-d ffe* 51 statod thnt his train 
paasadi Hor@ian4 st a freight train was standing on tho 
&ld© traoe: at t&Mt ulaee and sor-e af th© tr&iamen gava him a 
aiga&l to proeoed; tha station si^ii also isdioated clear* Ho 
stated that yfc«*n he <jot to uha uauul plao© far sskla® a step for 
ffstftlns eroa-JINA ho eloeod tto thzottle and started to a^ply the 
tir^m \ Smt then T_o s< th* o< boo tie of second 3fa» 81 ahead of 
him, and ha iswwdiataiy ̂ jpliot* tha bratess In eaergeasy snd re-
m e a d the engine* fi© alrso stntod that h© «E* sttl*ahll$at.a bet* 
wean EfoveieM anJ tho ,oint hara tha aooident oeenrrod bus ha 
saw m fusoos #r signals cf *ny ©the*? kind* Just before tho 
collision ooourrod ha a-i-* saw o^o or tVJJo &&n Jaap from tho 
caboose atfcA wave ii.£h&o i vu *o s f -u, it was th^a too late to 
avert tits collision* otatau 5L.r, ;ha fog hesry the 
time of th® aeaident an: t?u,s It *w ̂ r y d̂ ntia la ema woods 
through anlsh ' is tuvdn ha*: jas JPJ, hsfora raaohintj tha point 
v;Ji©re the ocoid^nt aoou:*rcd, 

Dia^atohar ̂ oCttl.l.ir ^ • oi luty at tha tlmo &bls aoci-
Aent oaourrod atated ttat ! u J S infojwd of the oondition 
of fesra at# Morol-a^i ,.c ̂ft'tc a taaaaaga t, tha or̂ ?/ of this 
trnln diraa%lici0 that ii a. o"l af first and seensu So* 51 1 

but fe© did m% infom ih& ore 3 af tho sootiona of Ho# 61 of 
tfda if.oT®tti#nt* U# statê i tha a ha-$ alraaUy given ostrr* 614 
a tina order on third .'c-jr-u- No. 31, ana ha ©s^eoted th© 
fir^s 3oeond asotio'io h" f -o^iad at Movalarult 

On this lino tho .s, oe^ „f ia«saaaer trains ia /Hiaitod to 
40 mil^s $ar isonr and th^ J -f ̂ rei^ht trains ia limited 
to 10 alias £Sr hour* Tha ovfac-f th«refor«t of running th^ 
frai^bt traia ar.r̂ -i of Sho "l-̂ at turn stations of BTo# 01 isms to 
raduoa thn trnzimm s«3!;«?ai.to i1 ̂ l̂ ©s© sections fros 40 
mit&a 202s hour to IB csi:o° tfei.* iî ur. Rule !fo# t0 of the Ts^as 



(4) 
& Patftlfla Boiiumy S<mgan7 rands as follows* 

*$han a tr^in atopa or la delayed uMer oiroura-
8 t a n o e $ tsfelob l% my ba overta&an by another train* 
tha flagman jsussfe go back Iraaadiataly witsh step signals 
a «*ffi*t«s& £tst*mao to insure full protection* When 
rcaaliad* h* stay raturn to his trftia. firs* placing 

$QTg®&$m en tlw rail ?4 conditloaa r© •ulj's it*** 
r̂tatary aauae of thia accident w«a tfta failure of the 

S£&4u6%or aaoosd He* SI to take proper praoantkiona for tha 
protest ion of hi® tr#i» against third ©l # knowing that his 
ssftla would 4«i4yed that it waa~ fallowed by a pasaenga? 
train* t»a*? flafftum should fcwa been sent back and should have 
ba^n * aatruotad t racr in out ustil ha had flagged third ffo 51 
and inforfta<$ t&a cra^ of sftat train of the delay to the pr©~ 
coding trains* A&tt*ttata ̂ rotastiem waa not afforded by faaoaa 
aa used ta trsis m4 by aan4ias baek th© fl tgaun #han the 
triia slaved do%m for the aroaalsg* particularly In 7ia$r af 
shtv faofe Sh.it a aaaoa fog prevailed* 

fhti tlie flagon pXaeoa a torpodo 011 tHa rail* tho ̂ a^iae-
fenn af tsfcirel £T&# Si Ai;$ut *. «ra*a ba n wamoa in auf f iai*nt tisae 
zo ânoifc his 3f l&eri4l3 3r *©- Bduoe ti.a apaad of hi a train* if not 
io brl?i$ it se a cccploto atOi>t b^for© overtoiling aaoonti $ 0 * 51* 

Qfha diflptttoher wets JUJO at f *«it fay dirao&i&g sxfcraa SI 
and &X4 to run siiaad of tha ^aosaasor train *lo/*ly by & n^sa^a 
tc «h© ?s of t£« fivrtj osftri. trains* !£his mov̂ r̂ *rsi 1 iuuld '̂ ava 
bocm «iut;hcri««Hi by a tr&i* order wMoh sfcoula hava be u &_&&$s&s$®d 
to aa&raa SI osd 414 and In ad'tltlon to all soot ions of 51 wMch 
~%riX& bo af faulted, by tliln ->rdar» 

'fho railroad company itaolf is oyon so ooamirc on account 
of ita iaaa-'quatt flagging rule* On raany rnilro-'vis ".ho flag&ins 
rula*? aro $ueh imm e%pllal3 nh&n th® rule in of feot en tho T&saB 
& ifaoifla fiailvniy* v?hioh la^vaa too mx&h to the judo?i,cnii of th& 
iodlvl4n'-l flajpaa^ it ŝ ottln fe© roviaad m m to contain rsore 
ax'̂ lialt ami daflsita iaatruatl,JB8t at la .at to tha ©xtcnt of 
fiaiag th© ainteia dlntnnoo ^ich a finnan alioulfi go and 
atKr.ld aontslji a dofinito re uirmont for the us^ of %arpodoa? und 
fumm* SUz'thQiriarn^ tha InvontsigaMon dijaclosed th(* fact *hwt 
a nurab̂ r ©f feJ'O aeiployeej on &ho traia^ involved is ihia aarldeat 
had b&^n as^ioyea -vithant o^a^Unation ©n tha rulon of lhl& 
aompaay* 

Flu^aa Vioknalr had beon in tho m loy of thia con:-any only 
for stontnâ  *ia hs- hai aot o ^r • /ious axperiaaaa on other rail-

resits an'* stated t^at ho had be^n a3?mlna*.t on &re» "u3as or ono of 
thoa^ rofida bu& had nenrer been a^miaed oa tho rulo^of Texas 
A '̂icifio R^ilwKjy OtKipany* fla stated taa'i vo S>«'̂  ho-je»YGr» s^ent 
an hour ant̂  a half or t • o ^ours in the instruotlfsn mr înJ the 
rulaa rara ax^lalaad So hiss at that time* _ 

Co/viuotor ?aunst*r a^at^d fchat lo had about t,^lvo yours* 
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e3£?erianee is railroad service and duringtha pmat four years he 
had fceaa eisplay&d ay the Steals & £aeifis Railway* bad teen 
esaolaed: tba af other railroad coffî n̂ias for vftlen ha 
ha$ worked but} sot oa the nslas of tha Stasis & Fmslfio Hallway* U@ stated that slnee ant#ring the mmim of «hat eotqpany ha had 
ha©s through th® instruction oar f<?ur or five fciraaa* 

%gins®aii Van Keen ha* seen in the esjploy of this eonpany 
for ahout M ys^rs* He atated shas ha had seen ajcnsiiaad on the 
rale* of £U® 2©^s & Faoifiu Jh.Uway in a elsas in 1909* 

Br&&ct&&n ilagmdar second 80* SI stated that he had been 
in serviee of tha fesaa & r^eifle Railway ahout seven sionslis 
and ha3 narar h©sn exnBined on the ntles* Ha hâ i he#*n sailed 
t»iaa out had failed so report la for exaffllnaticra ©11t he 
ha** not oesii eallsd sisaais* 

^la^son ̂ instead of &Hi^a tfa« stated that ho had fc&en 
in tha mploy ot this eee»)«»y abou« fchrae tto&ks and fcfcat he had 
has about fb r years* erperionoe on other railroads* Ho was 
eaployod as a toraftesura aad £*ads &m m a ferafceiBSJig hut slnee 
that tis&e M • had h«<"tt assigned as a flagman* He stu&eu teat ho 
jild not hm® a eery of thr> 2fi.ru; & r\oif&Q Sallnay Company's 
v<oo& ot mXm anii bat net hs«*n sx^Uned on these ml©s nô r 
the standard rules* 

Vhs~« fusts elearly s%ow that the exajaliMtlo& of taan enter­
ing the savvies of the ?a»**3 & ̂ 'isiflo Ballwr̂ y Colony i& » t 
eystsiastie or shoron^h* T f h m t?-a earuHumr alaaes in -wi&iens 
or res@anaihilltyy without, "s^lnatiana *riaes deaionotriita hoyend 
:-nostion thedr fitnasa f«r* tLe-e -ositio&»« it cannot, etude rass-
Ijonsihiliiy £or aoci>>tent rrsruitinij f^on errors or ;j0«ar f|ud#io!i& 
&f anoh emplaysaa* 

th® trains sf t\& vailior* ow. tnies are np#ratsd ov«r that 
portion of tha Texas & r̂.sifio !J-*iiw»y en whioh this saeident 
ocearjNM* It l& oclisvc+A z\ xt> tho traffte on this roaa is esum-
ei©ntly d@ns© t*» ro julra feLi* 2 'lislonal protection ?MoL <vould h© 
î roTided hy ^n a*.]e-ue?to 'jloole ^ n c l system* 
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