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REDOAT OF THI DJIRSCTCA OF THE BUAZAY OF SaArxlY IY RE
ITVESTICATION Cr AT ACCIDEST " HICL OCCTURRID O TR
ST, LOTIS-8AN FRAFCISCO RAIL AY AT WILSON, ARK
ON CCTO3ZEa 15, 1279,
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To t.ae Contission: .

On Qeroooe~ 1%, 192%, t.ere 123 ¢ collisina le-
trreen 2 persen-er Traln omd = cvy o cors on the 3t. Loulr-
Scn Fraaciseco Nail rar 2t o 1lson, Ar<., vatci reo 1ted an
sie 1ngary of 18 pagren.ers, O erplovess axd 1 merson
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e 1,168 at
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a no.at 4,425 £ feeu soucd™ of hle git.tioa at 'y
122 "get sor v of Too so0Th pacsiaT, L1 ec't STAUC., approach-
11 this moinw [~o01 tre vorth w & trocr 18 ta.ens Zor a
Cretones of Z,401 D eet and aprrosr 1~ f10v T south ot
15 L?ﬂreﬂ+ for a Ciatence of 5,2 r1les, 71i11le "l o reale 1a
proctically level., The pogsins *racs 1s 4,01 22t 10
Taorth and parollels the soin frack on She oo, bie aorth
girisen being 235 3 feet south of tnhe ct2tinn The prriten
¢*s0d at the sorth erd of the posgiag treck 12 locatel] o0
tic east g1d=z of fthe rain track and 18 escripoad 11th a
switecn larmp siia leases b 1acaes 1n Siaeter, nich are
locertead 7.5 Tert oove the heaod Tloe'.

The "~ e2tncy vrag clear <1l 2t vien non 4 Josk ¢t 1he
c11i2 of tne acerleat, vhrel ocovrr-u at chovt .05 p.ov

Descrapbion

Soutaboonl Ffreirit trrin cxtre 2018 coasisted of
33 cars and a caboosc, heuled fols :ﬂélﬂe =013, "2d ee o1a
charce of Conuvctor Harrig aad Fn_incman thtrﬂfs. Tais
tr=zn arrived 2t Wilson -t 3.30 ». ¢ , and after daﬂlﬁq

weter 1% entered the norts switca of th:r passiac brack,
unere 1t co pled Lo & cus of 58 c-ors estradin- on thet track
ant shoved taecn alwad 11 eorder to clecr btne 107ta gitch
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In making this voverent the south end of this cut of cars
was snoved out on the main track and waile standing at
that point tie leading car was struck by train No 822

Northbound passenger train No. 822 consisted of
one bagcage car and two coaches, all of steel construction,
hauled bty engine 185, and was 1n char ge of Conductor Wilson
and Englneman Green. This train devarted from Turrell, 18.7
miles south of Wilscon, atv 6 41 p = , 16 minutes late, znd
was approaching the station at TWilsoa when 1t collided witl
the cars ahead of extra 4016 vhile iraveling at a speed
estimated to nave been betiween 10 and 20 miles per hour

None of the equipment was deralled, althouph tae
forwvard end of the first car ahead of extra 4016 was tele-
scoped about 3 feet Encine 188 had 1ts forvard end ouite
badly damaged and the three cars 1n 1ts train sustained
slignt damage. Tne employees injurec were the engincnan,
basgageman, and train porter, of train No. 832,

Suwamary of evidence

Englﬁeman Gettings, of extra 4015 stated that
ugon arrival at Wilson e found tas train-order sipaal
dizplayed, anc aIteL 1astructing the head brakerman vo as-
certain 1f they had ony additional tirme on train Jeo. 322,
toe eanine vas cut off and spotted at tae water taak.,

While water wag being taken, the dbrakeman returned and ad-
vised there ™erg no orders pertoining to traian No. 822

The enpineman then zave the brakeman two fusees and 1n-
structed him to proceed along the cars standing on the
rassing track and see 1f they were all coupled, and 1f he
found there was anv rooun to shove these cars ahead, tae
brakeman was wo five a signal for such a movement. The
train taen entcred the pagsing tracv at the north sviten
ant coupled to the cars, Enoilaneman Gebtings called Zor a
signal and received a proceed s1gnal from the head brake-
man After moving a short dlstance, the brakeman's lantern
disappeared from vicw, but upon calling for another signal,
1% 1as transmitted by the brakeman. The train contiaued

toc +1ove slowly ahead and tnea toe head brakeman's lantern
again disappcared, the engineman called for signals the
tnird time and the Ttrakeman 1Lgnted a fupee and wave tnoe
sawe sipnal that had bgen previously piven. Enginenan
Gettings then looked vack and ncoticed that tne capoose was
¢learing the main track, looked ahead again but cdi1d not see
any light at the head ead of tne cat, looked cack and then
received a stop signal from the rear end The middle bkrake-
man, -2l repeated tne first of the signals given by the
head bcrakeman, but did aot pgive any more signals after that
tire. Not being able to see any lights at the nead end
after tie train stopred, Enginewan Gettings thougat perhaps
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sonetnlag was wrone, so he got off and started Ferward,

and vaien he reached a pcint about 35 or 40 car-lenzihs

from tne engine he noticed that some of the cars had been
saoved out on tae .ain track and that the Ttraxzenan vas

some distaice beyond the cars, flagging with a rea fusse,
anc at this itime ae thoupht these signals were 1ntended

for train No. 822 Being of the copiruloa that the cars had
been ghoved through the switca, resilting in dacaging 1t,
he - eturned to the engine and called tne conductor turec
different tirnes by means of the usual wnistle signal As
he ¢1d not sec the conductor's lantera appear, he started
back along the train and ret tac conductor about 10 car-
lensths from tae caboose He informed the coaductor as to
vhat had occurred and advised taic conductor to o forward
anc supervise the backup movement to prevent deralliang the
car3. The conductor hesitated at first, not Ynomiar vhether
tane rear brakeman would Xnow hov to handlec the situation
regerding a possible tackup movewent and also about flagg-
1ng arainst train No. 807, ¢uc i1n about one hour, but Ea-
rinexen Gettings volunteered to go to tne cabcosc =nd give
the proper instructions, co tnat the conductor could go up
to tne head end. After tais had been done, the cngincman
started ahead tovard h1s engilae and had rcachcd a point
about four or five car-lengihs from the enginc vhen the
collision cccurred., He did not sec a backup sicmal st any
time, but while he vas back near the caboose he heard a
backtup signal acknovledged by the engine whistle, althoush
tnis signal was not acted upon. Engincman Gettiacs further
stated that before .eading 1n on tne passing traclk, he did
not snow how many cars vere cn that track, and the reason
he [ave tae head brakeman the tre Tusces 1ras for the pur-
pose of flagging trarn Wo. 822 providing 11s btrzin could not
et 1nto clear. He said 1t was an oversisit on his vart in
farling Yo provide the brakeman witn a red lantera and tor-
pedocs, althoush at the time he felt that the luscees rould
be all taat vwas reouired. YWhen cuestioned asg to vy he dad
not continue soutarard and exanilne the gm1tcn at the time
ae rent forwmard te deter~ine vaat was -rrong, he explained
teat he vas 1n doubt as to the possibility of pulliag the
cars back without derailing ther and theupht 1t —ould be
becrer to nave the conductor inspect the gvitch and be on
hand to direct the Hackup movernent. He alse sard taet tac
reason he (1d nct continuc boyond the cars at that tince,
and rake certain that train Neo 822 was properly flaggced,
vras that vhon he s the brakeman piving etop sirnals with
a lfusce, ne felt sefisficd that the train —asg then approach-
ing and thousht these signals vere gufficient warning.

Firewan Miller, of extra 4018, stated taat he did
not hear the instructions gfiven to the brakeman by tac en-
£,lneman, as he vas on the tender taking water at the fime.
Wrile the trein -as noving through the sidaing, he crossed
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over tn the enpineman's si1de ~f the cab and saw the head
brakeman, who was riding on the side of a car, giving pro-
veed gignals with his lantern, after which the braokcwan
lighted a fusee and used 1% 1n giving the same signals.

He said the engineman called for signals each time the
brareran's lantern weant cut ¢f sight. He did not know

that the cars had becn sheved out on the main track until
the enginemen returned, after going ahcad, end 1nformed
him of the fact, the engineman remarking that he was going
back to get the conductor Wnile the englneman was procced—
1ng LTowards the caboose he scunded a backup signal, but re-
ceived no gignal from the rear of the train, although the
swing brakeman, who was between the engine and the south
passing-track svitch, gave a backup signal, he did not
accept this signal as the engineman had stated that he

thought the switch had been run through and the points
damaged

Head Brakeman Pender, rasg, of extra 4016, vho had
had only three weeks' experience, sald tnat wnen he returned
from the office at Wileon, the engineman handed him two
fusees and i1nstructed him to go to tne far end ol the cars
on tane passing track and to stop tacm when they rceached the
clearancc point He proceeded tc the scuth end of these
cers, vhich were then 12 or 15 car-lengths from tne switch,
and after the engine coupled to the other end, they "rere
moved ahead in response %o nig preceed signal After the
cars nad moved a distance of two or three car-lenptias, and
while giving proceed signals, his lantern became extinguish-
ed, he attenpted to relight the lantern, using, all the
matcaes in his possession, but 'rithout success, so he light—
ed a fusee and gave stop signals, first from the sice >f
a car and then wai1le standing nn the ground facing north-
ward or toward ais engine, and at this time the leading car
was three or four car-lengths north of the clearance point.
The cars continued to move slowly ahead, homever, and think-
ing that they mi;ht not be coupled, he boarded the sccond
car from the head end, a gondela, and set a hand brake, but
this alsc failed %o stop the cars. Realizing that the cars
would move beyond the south end of the passing track, he got
off, ran ahead and opened the switch, and -Thile the cars werT.
st11l moving he ran scouthward to protect against train Fo.
822, He said tnc fusees 1n his possession verc five-minute
fuseces and the one he had lighted to use 1in passing signals,
burned out about twe minutes after he left the cars. About
threc or four minutes lzter, he thought he saw the headlight
of train No 822 approaching and so he lighted the second
fusee, but 1t developed that he had becn migled by auto-
mobile headlights on the highway whien parallels the main
track on the sjest, and vhen the trein finally approached,
this second fusee had also burned cut, leaving him -rithout
lights or any other flagging equipment. He attempted <o
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varn the crew of the approaching train by standing in the
middle of the tr:ick ond sraving 213 cop with one hand and
his unlighted lantern with the mtacr, continuing this
performance antil the train was sn close that 1t —ras
necessary to step off the track on the engineman's side,

and vhen the engine pasced him he continued hig stop 1.
sifgnals He did net know whether the engineman acknomledg-—
ed ni1s sipgnals and did not think tne speed -ras reduced
before tne engine passed him, vwhich —as At a point -pproxi-
mately 4 telegrapa-pole lengths south of a bridge wthich 1s
1,700 feet from vnere the cars "rere standing on the mera
track. Brekeman Pendergrass said he kne that 1n addition
to fuseces, eBngincs are supplied with red lanterns and tor-
peioes, but he dicd not provide himeclf '1th tnis =ddition-
2l couipment on accont of the fact thnt he =ng on the croum
at the time the eagineman gave him the instructions, togoeth-
er *1th the fact that at the time nz left the enpgiae he

did not think 1t —ould be necessary to flag troin do. 823.
It also appenred from his statements thot he had clerncd his
lantern that merning, but could not remember -rhen he had
filled 1t, he did not knor —hy 11 vrent out, but said that
~fter tac accident he refilled 1%,

Sing Brakemon Crader, of extra 4018, - ho made
his first trip under pay cn the day before the accident,
stited th~t he cousled the engfinc to tho cars stwndiag oa
the passing trock wnd thon —nlked couth7rd to = vpoint
avovt micdiay betreen the cngine ~nd toe covth ond of the
cut. Hc noticed the he~d brekeman give tro proceed gcionnls
1th nis Iontern, "ich he reloyed to the cagiacmnn He
olso sa7 the hend brokomosn standing on tne mrin track —v-
ing 2 fusce, bat did not kno— whetacr he ms giving signols
tc the crew, as this v=s the first timc he hnd over scen
sicanals given —ith o fusee It appcar:d te naim that the
head brakeman was waving the fusce in line -1th the tr-ck,
instead of across 1t, and frow the vy these signnls —cre
being given he thought they rere intended for - highry
crossiug Ag soon e the core came to . stop, he rn to
o. pornt nbout six car-lengths from the lending c-r, from
wnlch point he could sec that the cars -7ere out on the mian
track. After giving n backup signnl, he returncd to the
prnigine nd informced che firemnn th~t the train "ould hove
to e backed up ~nd the firemn wnigtled - brckup sign-l,
but there - 2s no signnl given from the rear of the train.

Conductor Harris, of extrn 4016, —ho hod bcen mnde

7 conauctor only to doys prior to the ~ccident, strted

th~t when hisg tr-in ~rrived -t Wilson, he " ~lkz2d to the
herd end of the train -nd the enginem-n dvised him 28 to
~hnt rrraagements hed becn mnde srith the br-kemen tc honcle
the cut cf cors on the pnrgeing trnck. The conductor ra-—
malaed at the nerth sviteh ~nd the train cle-red the mnin
traclk ot 6 45 p m , fter —hich he cleceed the sr1tch and
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gave a stop signal, and then —ent to the telegraph office
to get bills end train orders While these movements vere
beiag made, the Ilagman was in the vicianity of the caboose
Tne condnuector returned to the caboose sbout 10 rinutes
later, left the bills, and then started val<ing towards the
head end of t1e train, and when he uso reached a point
about 10 car-len;ths from the caboose he met his engine-
man, vho informed 2am that some of the cars had been shov-
ed ovt on the wain track, tiae englaeman asking him to proe-
cecd to the south switch and ascertein whether the switch
vras all right before a Dackup novemeat vas startcd Con-
dactor Harris burried southward and had recacacd a poiat
about 10 car-lcasztas from the south cad of the cars when
the collision occurred He was of the cpinicn, 2t the
vine he arrangements were made to clear the main track for
trein Jo. €22, that 21s train was being given the »roper
svpervision, n view of the fact that the engincman had
1nstructed the two brakemen at the head ernd of thes train
a8 to hov to handle the situation, aad since the rear
brokeman 6id not knew vwhat ~moverment was to be made, he
thoucht 2t was necessary to remain at tue north sritch and
close 1%, and then to geot the bills and orders, so that as
8001 as sraln Fo. 823 arrived his owva train could rrccced
to Basgselt ahecad of trara No. 807 withoat delaving the
latteor train.

Flagman Rnodes, of cxtra 4013, vho had had sbout
tarce months'! experience, s21d he tvras the onc vho closed
the smiteh after the caboose had clearsd the main crack.
He taen started ahewd, bat wet EZngincsazn Gettings and vas
told by the cagineman that the latticr thoucht scme cars
had been saoved out on the maia track at the south switch,
tas ¢ the head Lrakemen Mad coane onat te flag train Yo. 832,
ainc that he wes to roturn to the rcear end of tne trein and
loolk out for train e 807.

Engineman (rcen, of train Fo 832, asteted that
the customary air brake test tas madc before lcaving
Memphis and that scveral stops "rero wadce en route vithout
Gifficulsy The train approached Wilson at a specd of
avout S0 rilcs poer wur aad waen 1t reached a peint in the
vieinity of the bridre, Re coscrved some one, without lights,
1n the ceater of the frack juipiag up and dowa and weving
nis ar g, eoout a pole-loagth ansad of the engine Recaliz-
ing, therec vas sgoniething irre_nlar, hc started making a
scrvice applicetion of the brakes, but continucd moving the
breke—valve aancdls sround 1nto the or-r-ency positicn.

Tac brazes responled wromptlv and aad radvced the specd
about 10 or 12 miles per hour by the time the accident oc-
crrrod Engincman Green cid not sceo the indication dis—
ployed by the svitch lamp at the south passing-track svitch
ntil about the time he noticed tae man standing on the
track, and a¢ elso stated that although the headlight of
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hs engine was burning prepcrly, it mas impogsible, at
that time of the evening, tc have seen the man on the
track at a distancc of 800 fect

Fireman Kizer, of train Lo 832, stated that uvpon
reaching a point a short distance south of tae bridge, he
notrced a maa standing on the cngineman's side of the track
apout in engine-length ahead of thc train flageging with his
erris, he thou_ht the engineman saw this person at about the
sare tivie, as tne engineman anplied the prakes as soon 48
he ceme 1nto view, Shortly aftervarcs ae noticed the cars
obstructrag the wain track and callec them to the attention
of tlie cnginewaan. He estimated the speed of the train at
the tine Tne brekes wero applied at 20 or 55 miles per
novr, but this specd had beea reluced to 135 or 20 miles per
houvr by the time the accident occcurrcd Fireman Kizer also
stoted thnat the time of day prevented him from sceing the
switch lipht at the south passing-wrack switch any sooner
than ne di1d, 'rhich was about the time that ne saw the cars
on the mein 4 ac:, althouvgh under ordinary COHQlulonb this
licht could be seen for a distance of about 1¢ miles.

The statenents of Conductor Wailson and Brakeman
Marshall, of train No 823, wicre to tac cffect that the
brakcs mere proporiy teste d at Memphis, and that their
first intiration of anything wrong ivras vaen taey felt a
heavy application of the brazes waica appcarcd to be an
emergency application, vhile thc train was approacning the
rassing track at Tilson Taey cetimated the speed of their
train ot this time to have been frowa 40 to 55 wiles per
hour, and at tue time ol the sccident at 18 or 20 miles
per hour., Imuediately after the accident, Brakemnn larshall
went back to fleg and act the head brakowrn of extra 4016,
van was hurriecly -alking northward, beswcan the train and
tne bridge south of the pessing track

Statements of Assistont Superintendent Simg 1n-
dicated tiat on account of an uvnusuzl amount of dbusiness,
1t had becn necessary to call back into scrvice all avail-
oble men and even ofter calling on other divisions of tae
ro1lv 2y, as vell 3s other railroads in the vicinity, 1t
nac been irmpossible to obtain a suificient number ol train-
men It also appearcd that on this divigion, vithin the
past 30 <{ays, 26 cxperigcnced trainmen onc 30 1nkxpurlunced
traz1omen Haa beon erploved 1n acdition to taose called bnck
1nie s€rvice On the moraing of Qctober 14 no regular
freignt crars were available at Chaffce for train No. 835,
o second-class n merchqnalec tra and 1t m™as necessary to
inzc up a crc.s from the extra board, thig being the train
crom 1nvolved 1n the accident here under investigation.
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Coaclugions

This accicent vas cavsed by cars naviar, oeen
pashed nut on the meln track, on tie time of an overdue
firgt-classg froin, without proper Ilag protection

The evidence 1s to tue evtlect that tnere as a
cut of 58 cars sta.ndins on tae passiar track at Wﬂluon, and
m.en extra 4017 eatered that “racy o —ecet norikbouad {rain
No. 822 1t vas necessarv to s.ove t-ese cars onead 1n order
to cleal the wain track at the nortkh svitch This 1oveent
was ctarted by p*oceod signals Jiven ty Head Biakeaan Pen-
¢2r-rass, and IP continaing +hese 51¢na1 hig 1 .1tern vas
exliaguished. Beiar rao ble o religat 1%, ne 1lirvied a
Tugee and gave s1znals, 1alel were 1nteaced foi stop s1¢-~
nals, out the maddle brekeman did unot aow ™aat taey were,
wnile tae engineman tiovgnt LTiey were nroceed sicnals.

Tme result waz that some 0of tThe cirs were pusied out on the
ra1n tracg a fistance of nearly 200 feet and tre nead broke-
m-n taen coatinued southrerd to flag trrin Fo. 822, A short
tirme later ne obselved a ligat 1n tne distance, Tistook 1t
for tramn No. £22, ased nis sccond and loast fL&ee, and 1en
traln No. 38228 finally canec 1a si 0t tpe Lead Dbretersn had
noching lefd in tac vay of _iagg,no ﬁLp”eﬂu consec.cntly
12 d1d ~hat te eco1id o flag tone 'Talﬂ fohid W&Vlﬂ” his arns
while gtaalding 1a tae cenbter ol sae tTdCu, bat -rag Linable

co warn tns crew of taat traia 1o time to proveat thc accl-

hl e
(S-S

Toe Tules provice thot & fla; ran's oo 1mnent %
ai; .t snall conzacs o & 2o liql, a trute 1iyﬁu tornecoes
ac fusces.  Brakcmen Peadersrass did aot provi le ki oogelf
1151 tig elditiondl equip eat bzlore oe Jell t-oz o z2ncinae,
g1..pl s teking waint o2 enclacmwen ave "im, TAlle Iglaeuwan
Gettings was of the opinion, av the tine he haado® the tro
fasges to tae braeran, toot viesc vould be cuvfficieab to
Tiee, trein o da providia; "acle was ingvnrlicient roon
on cae ei1liaz Zor ois treoin to clerr tae ain track Haad
Brekenen Pender rhicrs occa furalgacod vi%a tae proner flagplng,
coolnment, there 1s 20 Joods ac -rould kave becal ~ble Lo pre-
vent tac aceicd 2.,

T.ic testirnay 19 corflictins as to ti. sirnals
—1ven with tae fMisce Dy Sra‘tetien Poadors 8 ¢T Lhe time
vhe cars vere berap shoved acce.  He ntairod trat some
o7 these signals s core givea vaile he vias on tiz _roond fac-
1n¢ tae eiriae, Dot Eoicingaan Cetoinne and Firemaa Miller
contexded tasl taoc si1raalsg were civea 1n the sade waianer as
those previcusly pavean viti the brs-eman's lantern, 7ille
Braieqan Crader sai1d that tne 1gnals appecarcd wo be giver
ol llﬂE wita the wrac™ as 17l ALC1TIZ @ cIosslaz, alitaough

I—‘Jﬁ(.)(
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he hal never scen ai1pnals paiven *ritr a Jugese and cad not
+
L%}

\
o
Inovr vhat tacy naant,

Conexcdcretion of all tnec civcunstances ~ttend-
ing this acciden’s 1ndicates grice cleaily taal tae fulda-
mental d1fficulcy rTested mi1ta lac 1ac¥pericnce ol the train
cretr 0f bthe Tour men conposing the train creyvr, i.e con-
cactor wao tuwe only wowber vwio T3 21 exveriencsd n
ne had beza made a colrdvctor oalv tmo Coays previo
vievw of t.c lacik of cxpceriance ov all snarze of ais
men, 1t vould seocw that Coadictor Harris shouald a-v
e Lo five pergonal supervision o taz rovement vhica o
velmy, atte pted, 1natead of leoving 16 to the ezl lncman

to operate 118 cafiae, 8ez that 218 renr ond "ag 1nte clear,
and 1t tas game taiwe gupervise L.z worl¥ of T7o 1 cxpericace
ed orakemezn, one ol viom o8 B0 car-lcagtas distol t

At tne time of *the accident none of tie cunloyeas
1avolvad 1ad beon oa (.Y 1n viclioatioa of any ol .ag nro-
vigions of the LoJdrs ol scrvice latr

ct

nespectiull- submitied,
7. P. 20RLAID,

Dircector.



