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O n K e y I I , 1 9 2 0 , t h e r e w a s a h t t i - i i d c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n 

t w o p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s e n t h e S t . £ e w i e - $ a f i F r s a c i e o o H a l l w a y n e a r 

s « h i t e O a k . flltla., w h i e h r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f 1 p a s s a n g e r , 2 

e m p l o y e e s , u d 3 p a r s e a s a e r r l e a u n d e r c o n t r a c t , a n d t h s i n j u r y 

o f I S O p a s s e n g e r s a n d 1 4 e a p i e y e s s . A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s 

a o o l d e n t t h e C h i e f o f t e a J a r e e a e f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

T h i s a e e i d i a t o e c u r r e d o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e C h e r o k e e 

3 u b d i v i s i o n o f t h e a w t k w e s t e r n D i v i s i o n w h i c h e x t e n d s b e t w e e n 

M o n e t t , H o . , a n d B a p u l p a , O k l a . , a d i s t a n c e o f 1 B 5 . S m i l e s . W i t h 

t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t w o s h o r t d o u b l e - t r a c k e e d t l o n s t h i s i s a s i n g l e -

t r a c k l i n e o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e a n d t r a i n 

o r d e r s t r a n s m i t t e d b y t e l e p h o n e , n o b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m b e i n g i n 

u s e . E a s t b o u n d t r a i n s a r e s u p e r i o r b y d i r e c t i o n w i t h a f e w e x c e p ­

t i o n s , n o t e d i n t h e t i m e - t a b l e , n o n e o f w h i c h h a v e a n y b e a r i n g o n 

t h i s a o o l d e n t . 

T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n s i n g l e t r a c k . A p p r o a c h i n g t h e 

p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f r o m t h e e a s t t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r n e a r l y 

8 , 0 0 0 f a c t , f o l l o w e d b y a 3 - d e g r e e o u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 1 , 0 0 0 f e e t 

i n l e n g t h ; t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d n e a r t h e c e n t e r o f t h i s o u r v e . 

A p p r o a o h i n g t h e c u r v e f r o m t h e w e s t t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r 1 

m i l e . T h e g r a d e i s 1 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g f o r e a s t b o u n d t r a i n s . 

T h e o u r v e o n w h i c h t h i s a o o l d e n t o c c u r r e d i s l a i d a r o u n d t h s b a s e 
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o f a h l l l f r e s u l t i n g i n t h e v i e w b e i n g m a t e r i a l l y r e s t r i c t e d . A t 

t h e t i m e o f t h e a o o i d e n t t h e w e a t h e r w a s o l e a r . 

a n d b a g g a g e o a r , 1 b a g g a g e o a r , 1 c o m b i n a t i o n b a g g a g e o a r a n d 

o o a e h , 1 o o a o h , 1 o h a l r o a r , a n d 4 P u l l m a n s l e e p i n g o a r s , i n t h e 

o r d e r n a m e d , h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 1 0 4 9 , a n d w a s i n c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r 

G o o d s p e e d a n d B n g i n e m a n D u n h a m . A t O l a r e m o r e t h e o r s w o f t r a i n 

S o , U S r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 8 6 , f o r m 5 1 , r e a d i n g 

a s f o l l o w s : 

" 9 c . 1 1 £ , e n g i n e 1 0 4 9 w a i t a t W h i t e O a k u n t i l 
1 2 : 1 7 a . m . f o r N o . 4 0 3 e n g i n e 1 3 3 0 . " 

U n d e r i t s t i m e - t a b l e s c h e d u l e t r a i n S o . I I S w o u l d h a v e p a s s e d 

W h i t e O a k a t 1 2 . 1 2 a . m . A t C h e l s e a , I S . 4 m i l e s n s s t o f W h i t s 

O a k , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d a o o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r S o . 8 8 , f o r m 1 9 , 

r e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s : 

A s t h e t r a i n - o r d e r b o a r d a t W h i t e O a k w a s c l e a r , t r a i n S o . 1 1 2 

p a s s e d t h a t p o i n t w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g , a t 1 2 : I E a . m . , o n t i m e , a n d 

a t 1 2 . 1 4 a . m . o o l l i d e d w i t h t r a i n B o . 4 0 3 a t a p o i n t a b o u t 1 - 1 / 6 

a i l s B e a s t o f W h i t e O a k w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a s p s s d e s t i m a t e d t o 

h a v e b e e n a b o u t 4 0 o r 4 5 m i l e s a n h o u r . 

W e s t b o u n d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 4 0 3 c o n s i s t e d o f 3 b a g g a g e 

o a r s , 1 o o a o h , % o h a l r o a r s , a n d 1 P u l l m a n s l e e p i n g o a r , i n t h e 

E a s t b o u n d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n H o . H E c o n s i s t e d o f 1 m a l l 

" O r d e r H o . 3 4 a n d 8 6 a n n u l l e d . S o . 4 0 3 w a i t 
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o r d e r n a m e d , h a u l e d toy e n g i n e 1 3 2 0 , a n d w a s I n o h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r 

P u t n a m a n d E n g i n e m a n F e r g u s o n * T r a i n S o . 4 0 3 l e f t M o n e t t , t h e i n ­

i t i a l s t a t i o n o n t h i s s u b d i v i s i o n , a t 7 . 6 6 p . m., 1 h o u r a n d £ 5 

m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d o n i t s a r r i v a l a t A f t o n t h e o r e w r e o e i v e d a c o p y 

o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 8 6 , f o r m 1 9 , p r e v i o u s l y q u o t e d . I t a r r i v e d a t 

V i n i t a , 7 m i l e s e a s t o f W h i t e O a k , a t 1 1 : 5 0 p . m., B h o u r s l a t e , 

a t w h i c h p o i n t a c o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r S o . 6 8 , f o r m S I , q u o t e d a b o v e , 

w a s d e l i v e r e d t o C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m . T h e e n g i n e o r e w o f t h i s t r a i n 

w a s c h a n g e d a t V i n i t a , E n g i n e m a n R a n d a l l r e l i e v i n g E n g i n e m a n F e r ­

g u s o n . T r a i n H o . 4 0 3 l e f t V i n i t a , t h e l a s t o p e n t e l e g r a p h o f f i o e , 

a t 1 2 : 0 5 a . m . , 1 h o u r a n d 5 5 m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d a t 1 3 : 1 4 a . m. 

c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a i n H o , 1 1 2 w h i l e m o v i n g a t a s p e e d e s t i m a t e d t o 

h a v e b e e n b e t w e e n 4 0 a n d 4 5 m i l e s a n h o u r . 

B o t h e n g i n e s c a m e t o r e s t i n a n u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n a c r o s s 

t h e t r a o k , h e a d e d e a s t , i n a b a d l y d a m a g e d c o n d i t i o n . T h e f i r s t 

e a r i n t r a i n H o . H E , a n a l l - s t e e l e a r , e a r n s t o r e s t o n t h e v e s t 

s i d e o f t h e t r a c k a n d w a s p r a c t i c a l l y d e m o l i s h e d . T h e n e x t o a r 

i n t h a t t r a i n o a m e t o r e s t o n t h e e a s t s i d e o f t h e t r a c k a n d w a s 

s l i g h t l y d a m a g e d . T h e f i r s t f o u r c a r s o f t r a i n H o . 4 0 3 w e r e 

t e l e s c o p e d , t h e t h i r d , a w o o d e n c a r , b e i n g p r a c t i c a l l y d e m o l i s h e d 

a n d t h e o t h e r s b a d l y d a m a g e d . T h e e m p l o y e e s k i l l e d w e r e t h e 

e n g i n e a e n o f b o t h t r a i n s * 

A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a o o l d e n t t h e f i r e m a n o f t r a i n 

H o . 1 1 2 l o o k e d o u t a n d s a w a h e a d l i g h t a b o u t 4 c a r - l e n g t h s d i s t a n t . 

H e a t o n o e c a l l e d t o t h e e n g i n e m a n , w h o w a s o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e 

c u r v e , a n d j u m p e d f r o m t h e e n g i n e . H e d i d n o t k n o w w h e t h e r t h e 
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e n g l n e m a n m a d e a n a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e a i r b r a k e s . T h e f i r e m a n o f 

t r a i n S o . 4 0 3 s a i d t h a t t h e f i r s t h e k n e w o f t h e a p p r o a o h o f 

t r a i n So. 1 1 2 w a s w h e n t h e e n g l n e m a n r e m a r k e d " H e i s o v e r t h e r e , " 

a t t h e s a m e t i m e l o o k i n g a t h i s w a t c h a n d s a y i n g t h a t i t w a s 

a b o u t 3 0 s e c o n d s a f t e r 1 2 . 1 3 a . m . T h e e n g l n e m a n t h e n s a i d t h a t 

t r a i n B o . 1 1 2 w a s c o m i n g a n d t w i c e t o l d t h e f i r e m a n t o J u m p , a t 

t h e s a m e t i m e a p p l y i n g t h e a i r b r a k e s i n e m e r g e n c y . 

C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m w e n t i n t o t h e t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e w h e n 

t r a i n B o . 4 0 3 a r r i v e d a t V l n l t a , w h e r e h e s i g n e d f o r t r a i n o r d e r 

H o . 8 6 , a n d h e c l a i m e d t o h a v e r e a d i t b a o k t o t h e o p e r a t o r , a l ­

t h o u g h t h e o p e r a t o r d e n i e d t h a t t h i s w a s d o n e . C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m 

s a i d h e t h e n w e n t t o a r e s t a u r a n t n e a r t h e s t a t i o n , w h e r e h e d e ­

l i v e r e d a c o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r H o . 6 6 t o E n g l n e m a n R a n d a l l , w h o 

r e l i e v e d E n g l n e m a n F e r g u s o n a t V l n l t a , I n o n e s t a t e m e n t h e s a i d 

t h e e n g l n e m a n r e a d t h e o r d e r t o h i m , i n a n o t h e r t h a t h e r e a d i t 

t o t h e e n g l n e m a n a n d t h a t t h e e n g l n e m a n t o o k i t a n d s t a r t e d t o w a r d 

t h e e n g i n e w i t h o u t s a y i n g a n y t h i n g . H e d i d n o t o o m p a T e a n y o f h i s 

o r d e r s w i t h S n g i n e m a n H a n d a l l a n d d i d n o t a t a n y t i m e s h o w t r a i n 

o r d e r H o , 8 8 t o t h e b r a k e m a n o r t r a i n p o r t e r , o r s a y a n y t h i n g t o 

t h e m a b o u t i t . A t 1 2 . 0 4 a . m . , o r a b o u t 1 m i n u t e b e f o r e t h e d e ­

p a r t u r e o f h i s t r a i n , h e w e n t t o t h e e n g i n e a n d a o o o r d i n g t o h i s 

o w n s t a t e m e n t t o l d t h e e n g l n e m a n t o p u l l u p a n d b a o k i n a t t h e 

w e s t s w i t c h o r t o g o a s f a r a s h e o o u l d . A f t e r d e p a r t i n g f r o m 

V l n l t a , C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m w a s e n g a g e d i n t a k i n g u p t i o k e t s a n d d i d 

n o t n o t i o e t h e m o v e m e n t o f h i s t r a i n u n t i l i t h a d g o t t e n b e y o n d 

t h e w e a t e n d o f t h e y a r d , w h e n h e p u l l e d t h e a i r - w h i s t l e s i g n a l 
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cord, but got no response. He then thought that the engineman was 
going to Semo, the station between Tinita and White Oak, for train 
Ho 4 118, altnough he knew that the siding at Seao was nearly al­
ways clocked and was very seldom used for meeting trains. H o 

heard the noise of his train passing some tank oars on the siding 
at Demo, and realizing that his train was passing that point on 
the time of train M o . 11£, it being I S .13 or 12.14 a. m., he 
pulled the air-whistle signal oord, but got no response. Ho 
claimed that he pulled the signal oord three times In all, and 
then opened the conductor's emergency valve, which had no effect, 
the train continuing until it collided with train Eo. 112 at a 
point nearly 2 miles beyond Eemo. He was very much excited, and 
did not know exactly where his train was when he opened the con­
ductor's valve. 

fireman Walsh, who went on duty at Vinlta with Engineman 
Sandal1, stated that the engineman nanded him three train orders; 
train order No< 33 was not among them, and he did not think tho 
engineman received that order. Fireman Walsh did not see the 
clearance oard. He supposed that his train had until 12.17 a. m . 

to reach White Oak for train No. 113 and was satisfied that the 
engineman was of the same opinion. 

According to the porter of train No. 403, the conductor 
entered the restaurant and saia that his train would leave Ylnita 
at 12,05 a* m. and had vntll 12.17 a. m. to reach White Oak. 
Neither the brakeman or porter knew anything about the conductor 
signalling for the engineman to stop, or of the conductor opening 
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the emergency valve, their first knowledge of anyt' ing wrong being 
when they felt the brakes applied Just before the aooldent occurred. 

Enginemarx Ferguson said that he handed the orders he r e ­

ceived prior to arriving a t Visits to Engineman Randall and talked 
with hira about them, h e was sure Bngineman Randall understood 
them a s he remarked that if his train left Vlnita b y lfi.OE a . au 
it would be able to r e a c h White O a k by 1E.17 a« m . S n g i n a m a n F e r ­

g u s o n did not know anything about train order Ho, 68. 
A passenger stated he saw Conductor Putnam d e l i v e r an 

o r d e r or orders to Engineman Randall in the restaurant. Conductor 
Randall, a half-brother of Engineman Randall, stated that the o r d e r s 

taken from the olothsB of Unpineman Sandall were given to hira by 
another engineman and that they consisted of the orders a n d c l e a r ­

a n c e card issued to Engineman Ferguson at Afton. 

This accident was caused by train Bo. 403 occupying the 
main traok on the time of trein No. 112, a superior train, due to 
the failure of Gonduotox Putnam to be governed by train order Ko. 
88, wMch annulled a previous order giving; bis train time against 
train No. 112, and to the failure o f Engineman Randall either t o 

be governed by the same order o r to remain a t Yinits until he had 
received! the proper clearance on the train-order board. 

Conductor Putnam claimed to have d e l i v e r e d the order t o 

Engineman Randall, but aaid that he did n o t compare w i t h the en­
gine men any of the orders wMch had b e e n issued p r i o r t o t h e a r ­

r i v a l of th© train at Vinii-a a n d that he did not show train order 
Ho. 88 either to his brakeman or train p o r t e r . According to his 
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o w n s t a t e m e n t h e t o l d E n g l n e m a n R a n d a l l , J n s t b e f o r e t h e t r a i n 

s t a r t e d , e i t h e r t o b a o k i n t o t h e y a r d a t V i n i t a o r t o g o a a f a r 

a s h e e o u l d a g a i n s t t r a i n S o , 1 1 2 , b a t s a i d n o t h i n g t o t h e b r a k e -

m a n o r p o r t e r a b o u t b e i n g r e a d y t o h a n d l e t h e s w i t c h e s i n e a s e 

t h e t r a i n b a o k e d i n t o c l e a r f o r t r a i n H o , 1 1 2 . A l t h o u g h a s t a t e ­

m e n t w a s m a d e t h a t t h e a i r - w h i s t l e s i g n a l c o r d h a d n o t w o r k e d 

p r o p e r l y o n t h e p r e o e d l n g t r i p , t h e r e i s n o e r i d o n e e s u p p o r t i n g 

C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m ' s c l a i m t h a t h e p u l l e d t h e s i g n a l c o r d o n t h r e e 

d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s a n d t h a t t h e e n g l n e m a n p a i d n o a t t e n t i o n t o 

h i s s i g n a l s , o r t h a t C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m t r i e d t o s t o p t h e t r a i n b y 

o p e n i n g t h e e m e r g e n o y v a l v e w h e n h e r e a l i s e d t h a t i t w a s p a s s i n g 

H o m o , b u t t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e a i r b r a k e s 

w e r e f i r s t a p p l i e d b y E n g i n e m a n S a n d a l 1 a f t e r h e h a d s e e n t r a i n 

H e . 1 1 2 a p p r o a c h i n g . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m ' s a t ­

t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e o p e r a t i o n o f h i s t r a i n i s f u l l y c o v e r e d b y h i s 

o w n s t a t e m e n t t h a t h e l e f t w i t h E n g l n e m a n R a n d a l l t h e e n t i r e r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y o f c l e a r i n g t r a i n H o . 1 1 2 . C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m w a s 

e x t r e m e l y n e g l i g e n t f o r h i s f a i l u r e t o o o m p a r e o r d e r s w i t h E n g i n e 

m a n R a n d a l l a n d t o h a v e a d e f i n i t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h h i m a s t o 

w h e r e h i s t r a i n w o u l d m e e t t r a i n N o . U f i . H e w a s f u l l y a w a r e t h a t 

h i s t r a i n w a s l e a v i n g V i n i t a o n l y 7 m i n u t e s b e f o r e t r a i n H o . 1 1 8 

w a s d u e t o l e a v e W h i t e O a k , 7 m i l e s d i s t a n t , a n d h a d h e s h o w n a 

p r o p e r r e g a r d f o r t h e s a f e t y o f h i s t r a i n h e w o u l d n o t h a v e p e r ­

m i t t e d i t t o d e p a r t f r o m V l n l t a u n t i l t r a i n H o . 1 1 8 a r r i v e d . F o r 

t h e s e r e a s o n s p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s a o o i d e n t r e s t s u p o n 

C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m . 
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P r o m t h e f a c t t h a t E n g l n a m a n R a n d a l l l e f t T l n l t a a t 

1 £ . G 5 a . m « , a n d p r o c e e d e d b e y o n d S a m o t o w a r d W h i t e O a k o n t h e 

t i m e o f t r a i n S o . H E , i t s e e m s a p p a r e n t t h a t h e d i d n o t k n o w 

t h e c o n t e n t s o f t r a i n o r d e r H o , 6 9 ; t h e r e i s c o n s i d e r a b l e d o u b t 

w h e t h e r E n g i n e m a n R a n d a l l r e c e i v e d t r a i n o r d e r B o . 9 8 a n d t h e r e ­

f o r e k n e w t h a t t h e o r d e r g i v i n g h i e t r a i n u n t i l I S . 1 7 a . m . t o 

r e a c h W h i t e O a k f o r t r a i n B o . 1 1 2 h a d b e e n a n n u l l e d . I f h e r e ­

c e i v e d t h e o r d e r , t h e n h e i s e q u a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e w i t h C o n d u c t o r 

P u t n a m f o r o p e r a t i n g h i s t r a i n o n t h e t i m e o f t r a i n B o . H B j i f 

h e d i d n o t r e c e i v e t h e o r d e r , t h e n h e i s a t f a u l t f o r l e a v i n g 

V i n i t a w i t h o u t a c l e a r a n o e c a r d , f o r m £ 0 4 1 , a s t h e e v i d e n c e i n ­

d i c a t e s t h a t t h e t r a i n - o r d e r b o a r d w a s d i s p l a y e d w h i l e t r a i n B o . 

4 0 3 w a s s t a n d i n g a t t h e s t a t i o n . 

F i r e m a n W a l s h w a s a l s o n e g l i g e n t i n f a i l i n g t o s e e t h a t 

E n g i n e m a n R a n d a l l h a d t h e p r o p e r o l e a r a n o e c a r d b e f o r e l e a v i n g 

T l n l t a . H a d h e m a d e a n a t t e m p t t o s e e t h e o l e a r a n o e o a r d r e q u i r e d 

a t T i n i t a h e w o u l d e a s i l y h a v e d i s c o v e r e d w h e t h e r B n g i n a m a n R a n ­

d a l l h a d r e c e i v e d t h e p r o p e r c l e a r a n c e o a r d a n d o r d e r s , a n d I f 

t h e s e h a d n o t b e e n d e l i v e r e d t o t h e e n g i n e m a n t h e e r r o r w o u l d 

h a v e b e e n d i s c o v e r e d a n d t h e a c c i d e n t p r o b a b l y p r e v e n t e d . 

E n g i n e m a n H a n d a l l e n t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e o f t h i s r a i l r o a d 
w a s 

a s w i p e r i n J u l y , 1 8 9 1 . / p r o m o t e d t o f i r e m a n i n 1 3 9 2 , a n d t o e n ­

g i n e m a n i n 1 9 0 0 , H i s r e c o r d w a s g o o d . C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m e n t e r e d 

t h s s e r v i c e i n 1 3 8 3 , a n d i n 1 6 9 3 w a s d i s c h a r g e d f o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n . I n M a y , 1 9 0 1 . B e w a s 

r e e m p l o y e d a s a b r a k e m a n a n d i n O c t o b e r o f t h e s a m e y e a r w a s 
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p r o m o t e d t o c o n d u c t o r . I n 1 9 1 0 h e w a s p r o m o t e d t o p a s s e n g e r 

c o n d u c t o r . H i s r e c o r d w a s g o o d * F i r e m a n W a l s h w a s e m p l o y e d 

a s a f i r e m a n i n 1 9 1 3 a n d p r o m o t e d t o e n g i n e m a n i n F e b r u a r y , 

1 9 3 0 . A t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t C o n d u c t o r P u t n a m h a d b e e n 

o n d u t y 6 h o u r s a n d 1 4 m i n u t e s a f t e r h a v i n g b e e n o f f d u t y f o r 

o v e r 2 9 h o u r s , w h i l e B n g i n a m a n R a n d a l l a n d F i r e m a n W a l s h h a d 

b e e n o n d u t y £ 4 m i n u t e s a f t e r a n o f f - d u t y p e r i o d o f a l m o s t 

1 6 h o u r s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t d e v e l o p e d t h a t t h e t r a n s f e r o f t r a i n 

o r d e r s f r o m o n e e n g i n e m a n t o a n o t h e r w h e n c h a n g i n g e n g i n e o r e w s 

a t V i n i t a i s d o n e i n a c a r e l e s s m a n n e r , t h e e n g i n e m a n g o i n g o f f 

d u t y o f t e n g i v i n g o r d e r s t o t h e n e w f i r e m a n i n s t e a d o f h a n d i n g 

t h e m t o t h e n e w e n g i n e m a n p e r s o n a l l y , a s r e q u i r e d b y t h e r u l e s . 


