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CIRCLLAVED. - P

N -
i K 'f\n RE INVESTIGATIOR OF AN ACCYPEN® WHICH OCCUHRED
0§ THE ST. LOUIS-3AN FRANOISOO RATLWAY NEAR
M WHITR OAK, OKLA., ON MAY N1, 1920.

‘ ‘ July 22, 1930.

Om May §1, 1920, there was & heal-end collision between
two pessenger trains eu the St. Iﬂ!il-l;i l&iiﬁiaae Reilway near
‘Ihtio Oak, Mxla., Whiek resulted 4in She death of 1 passenger, 2
employess, sxd 2 persens emrried umder contract, and the injury
of 120 pascengers and 14 empliyees. After inveatigation of this
acoldent the Chisf of ths Burean of fSafety reports ss follows:

This noa&l;:t vegurred on that part of the Cherokee
Subdiviaion of the Scuthwestern Division which extends bhetween
Monett, Ms., snd Bapulpa, 0kla., a distance of 155.3 miles. With
the exoeptien of two short double-track sedtions this 15 & single~
track line over whleh trains are operated by time-table and train
orders trangmitited by telephone, no blook-signal system being in
uge. Hagtbound traine are superior by diregticn with a few exocep~
tions, noted in the time~table, none of which have any bearing on
this aocoident.

The sceident oocourred on single traok. Approsching the
volint of accident from the east the track ies tangent for nearly
2,000 feet, followed by a 3-dsgree ocurve to the right 1,000 fest
in length; +the mocident cocurred near the senter of this gurve.
Approsoching the curve from the west the track is tangent for 1
mile. The grade 1s 1 per oent descending for eastbound trains.

The ourve on which this aocoident oacurred 1g laid sround the bass
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of & hill, resulting in the view being materislly restrioted. At
the time of the acoldent the weather was clesr.

Esastbound pmesenger traip Ro. 112 oonsigted of 1 mall
and baggage aar, 1 baggege car, 1 ocombinetlion baggage oar and
cosch, 1 comch, 1 ohalr car, and 4 Pullmen slseping oars, in the
order named, hanled by engine 1049, &nd was in oharge of Conduector
Goodspesd and Engineman Dunham. At Claremore the erew of train
Bo, 112 received a gopy of train order Ho. 86, form 31, reading
as follows:

“Ho. 112, engine 1049 wait at White Osk until
12:17 a. m. for No. 408 engine 1330."

Under 1lts time-table schedule train No. 112 would have passed

White Oak at 12.12 &. m, At Chelsea, 12.4 miles west of White
Oak, the crew received = copy of train order Ho. 88, form 19,

reading as followa:

"Order Ho. 84 and 86 annulled. Ko. 405 welt

White Osk antlil 12-58 B.m.
Wittt 12,44 a. m.
Catale 12,60 a.m.
Ghelsan 1.90 a.m.
Bushyhead 1.10 a.m.
Poyil 1.14 A.IN.
Jequoyah 1,20 g.m.
Degront 1.86 a.m.

A8 the train-order board at White Osk was olear, trainm Ho. 112
passed that point without stopping, at 1l2:12 m. m., on time, and
at 12.14 a. m. c¢ollided with train No. 403 at a point about 1-1/8
miles east O0f White Oak while traveling at a speed estimated to
have besn sbout 40 or &8 miles an hour.

Weatbound passenger trein No. 403 consisted of 3 baggage

gars, 1 eoach, £ ohair cars, and 1 Pullman slseping oar, in the
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ordsr named, hauled by engine 1330, and was in ocharge of Conduoctor
Putnam and Enginemsan Ferguson. Treian No. 403 left Monett, the in-
itisl station on this subdivipion, at 7.66 p. m., 1 hour and BF
minutes late, and on 1te arrival at Afton the orew regelved a copy
0f treln order No., 86, form 19, previously gquoted. It arrived st
Vinita, 7 miles east of White Oak, at 11:50 p. m., 2 hours late,
at whigh point e copy of train order Ho. B8, form 81, gquoted above,
wag delivered to Conductor Putnam. The engine arew of this traln
was ohanged at Vinita, Engineman Randall relieving Engineman Fer-
guaon. Tralm Ho. 403 left Vinita, the last open telegraph offlce,
at 12:06 a, m., 1 hour and 66 minutes lete, and at 12:14 a. m.
eo0llided with train Bo, 112 while moving at & Bpeed eatimated to
have been between 40 and 45 miles ar hour.

Both enginee same to rest in an upright posltion scross
the treock, headed esat, in a badly damaged eondition. The firet
ear in train NHo. 112, an sll-stesel car, same to reat on the west
Bide of the track and was practioelly demoliphed. The next oar
in that train came to rest on the east side of the track aud waa
8lightly damaged. The first four cars of traln No. 403 were
teleacoped, the third, a wooden car, being prastically demolished
and the others badly damaged. The employees killed were the
enginemen of both trains.

Approaching the polnt of mooldent the fireman of %rain
Ho. 112 looked out and saw & headlight sbout 4 oar-lengths distant.
He at once called to the engineman, who wae on the outside of the

ourve, and Jjumped from the engine., He 4id not know whether the
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engineman mede sn applioation of the alr brakes. The fireman of
trein Ho. 4023 said that the first he knew of the epproaoch of
trein No. 112 was when the engineman remarked "He ie over there,"”
&t the spame time looking at his wateh and seying that it was
about 30 seconds after 12.1Z 8. m. The engineman then sald that
train No. 112 was coming and twice t0ld@ the fireman to Jump, at
the same time applylng the sir brakes ln emergency.

Condugtor Putnam went into the telegraph office when
train Ro. 403 arrived at Vinlta, where he signed for train order
No. B8, and he olalmed to have read it baok to the operator, gl-
though the operator denied that this was done. Conductor Putnam
gaid he then went to a restaurant near the station, where he de-
livered s copy of traln order No. 88 to Englnemen Randsll, who
rolieved Enzineman Perguson at Vinita., In one gstatement he seid
the engineman read the order to him, in another that he read 1t
to the engineman and that the engineman took it and started toward
the engins without saying anything. He did not oompa¥e any of his
orders with Engilnemsan Randsall and did not at any time show train
order No, 88 to the brakemsn or train porter, or say anything to
them about 1t. At 12.04 8. m., or asbout 1 minute before the de-
parture of his train, he went to the engine and aoccording to hisg
own gtatement told the englnemsan to pull up and back in at the
west switeh or to g0 as far as he oounld, After departing fram
Vinita, Conductor Putnam wae engaged in taking up tiokets and did
not notice the movemsnt of hig train until it had gotten beyond

the west end of the yard, when he pulled the air-whlstle =ignal
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ecord, but got no reaponse. He then thought that the engineman waa
going to Hemo, the etation between Vimita énd White Oak, for train
Hoy 112, altaough he knew that the siding st FHemo wae nearly al-
ways plogcked and was very seldom used for meeting tralne. He
heard the noise of his train passing some tank oars om the siding
gt Hemo, and realizing that his train was passing that point on
the time of train No. 112, it being 12.13 or 12.14 8. ., he
pulled lhe gir-whistle signal eord, but got no response. Ho
olaimed that he pulled the signal cord thrse times in all, and
then opened the sonductor's emergency valve, which had no effoot,
the train continwing until it 00llided with train No. 1ll2 At a
polut nearly 2 miles beyond Nemo. He was very much sxolted, and
414 not know axdatly where his trein was when he cpensd the oon-
ductor's valve.

Pireman Welsh, who went on duty at Vinita with Engineman
Randall, stated thet the engineman inanded him three %Yrain orders;
train order Noy 88 wae not amohg them, znd he did not think the
engineman recelvaed that order. PFireman ¥Walsh did not see the
olearance oard. He supposed that his train had until 12.17 e. m.
to reach White Cak for tralm No. 112 and was satisfied that the
engineman was of the same oplnion.

Acgording to the porter of train No. 403, the conductor
entered the restanrant avd sal1d that hiz traln wovld lesve Vinita
at 12,06 a. m. aad had .ntil 12,17 a. m. to reach White Oek.
Heither the brakeman or porter knew snything sbout the condugtor

8ignalling for the engineman tc stop, or of the ocondustor cpeanling
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the emerpency valve, their first knowledge of anyt!ing wrong heing
when they f2lt the brsokes applied juat before the aceldent occourred.

Engineman Ferguson said that he handed the orders he re-
celved prior to arriving st Vinlts to Engineman Randall and talked
with him about them, he was sure Englneman Randsll understood
them a8 he remarked that if his trzin left Vinitse by 12.0F a. m.
it would ba able tc reasch White Oak by 12.17 eo. m. Engineman ¥Yer-
guson did mot know anything about fraln order No, 88.

A passenger stated he gaw Conductor Putnam deliver an
order or orders to Englneman Randsll 1in the restaursnt. Conductor
Handsll, a half-brother of Engineman Randall, ateted that the orders
taken from the clothees of Engineman Randall were given to him by
another enginemen end that they consisted of the ordere smd olesr-
ance card issuwsd to Enginemmsn Perguscn at Afton.

This scecldent was caused by train Bo. 403 oscupylng the
nein track oo the time of train No. 112, a superlor trsin, Gue to
the fallure of Conductor Putnam to be governed by traln order Wo.
88, wirlich annulled a Jrevious order glving kis trein time againet
train No. 112, and to the failure of Enginemsn Randall slther to
be yoverped by the geme order or to remaln et Vinliis until he had
reeelved the propor olearsnce on the train-order loard.

Conduetor Yutnam oleimed to have delivered the order to
Engineman Randall, bhut said that he did not compere with the en-
ginswen sny of the orders which hed been issued prlor to the ar-
rival of the trsin at Viniie aend that he did nct show train order

Bo. 88 elthesr to his brakeman or treln porter. 4ccording to hisg
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own statement he told Engineman Randall, Juest before the train
gtarted, either to back into the yard at Vinita or to go aa far
a8 he could agalnst trainm Ho, 112, but ssld nothing to the brake-
man or porter ebout being ready to handle the switohes in case
the train baoked into celear for tralmn No, 1182. Although a state-
ment was made that the alr-whietle signal cord had not worked
properly on the pregeding trip, there is no evidenoe supporting
Conductor Putnam's eleim that he pulled the signel cord om three
different cocasions and thet the engineman paid no attention to
his signals, or that Conduotor Putnam tried to etop the traln by
opening the emergenoy valve when he reslized that it was passing
Bemo, but there is evidenoe whigh indieates that the sir brakes
were firet applied by Engineman Randsll after he had seen train
Hec. 112 approaching. It is believed that Conductor Putnem's at-
titude toward the operation of hia traein ls fully covered by his
own gtatement that he left with Engineman Randall the entire re-
sponsibility of olearing train No. 11l28. Conductor Putnam was
extremely negligent for hisg failure to oompare orders with Engine-~
man Rendsll and to have & definite umnderstanding with him as %o
where his traln would meet trein No.ll2. He wes fully aware that
his train wes leaving Vinite only 7 minutes before train No. 112
wad due to leave White Oak, 7 miles distam®, and had he shown a
proper regard for the eafety of hip trein he would not have per-
mitted 1t to depart from Vinita uwntil train No. 112 arrived. For
these reasons primary responsibility for this acoident rests upon

Gonduetor Putnam.

sl
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From the fact that Enginemen Rendall left Vinita at
12,00 a. m., and prooesded beyond Hemo toward White Oak on the
time of train Fo., 112, it seems apparent that he Aid not kmow
the contente of train order No, 88; there is considerable doubt
whether Enginemsn Randall recejived trsin order No. 38 and there-
fore knew that the order giving hie ¢rein until 12.17 m. m. to
resch White Oak for train No. 112 had been snnulled. If he re-
¢elved the order, thaen he is equally responsible with Conductor
Putnam for operatiug his train on the time of traim No. 1l2; if
he did not recelve the order, then he is at fault for leaving
Vinits without e clearasncse oard, form BO4l, me the evidence in-
diostes that the train-order board was displayed whils trein Fo.
402 wap etanding at the station.

Fireman Walsh wes also negligent in failing to see that
Engineman Rendall had the proper olearance eard before leaving
Vinita. Had he made an attempt to see the clearangs oard required
at Vinita he would esslly have dimoovered whether Engineman Ren~
d2ll had received the propor elearance oesrd and orders, and 1f
thess had not been delivered to the engineman the error would
have been discovered and the ascoldent probably prevented.

Engineman Randall entered the merviee of this railrosd
as wiper in July, 189;*y§§omoted to fireman in 1892, and to en-
ginemsn in 1900. His record was good. Oonductor Putnam entered
the Bervice in 1883, and in 1893 wap discharged for responsibility
in oonnection with 8 rear-end collislon. In May, 1901, Je was

reemployed &s a brakemsn and in Octoher of the same year was
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promoted to comduoctor. 1In 1910 he wes promoted to pacsengsr
esondunetor. His reoord was good. Firemaen Welsh was employed
as a Tiremen in 1913 and promoted to engineman in February,
1930. A% the time of the mocldent Conduotor Futmem had been
on duty 6 hours and 14 mlnutes after having been off duty for
over 29 hours, while Engineman Randall snd Firemsn Walah hed
been on duty 24 minutes after an off-duty period of almost

16 hours.

This accident developsed that the transfer of trein
ordera from one engineman tc another when changing engine orows
at Vinlta is dons in s careless manner, the englnemen goling off
duty often giving orders to the new fireman instead of handing
them to the new englneman persomally, as required by the rulea.



