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In re fnvestigation oF an scclident which octurved en Yhe
%, lLouisecfinn Franoieos Railrosd nesr “eleetks,
Okla., on Dedsuder 8, 1617,

Jenuary 19, 1918,

On Deseuber 8, 1917, thors was a hesdeend collision betweem two freight
trains en the 3%, Loulseofian Franeisoo Eailroad snesr Uelestia, Okla., whiech
remlied in the denth of S_smployeso apd the injury of 7 saployees, Afver
investigation the Chief of the Buresn of Safety reports as followss

The Cresk subedivisian of the Jouthwesteru divieion, on whish this
acaident coourred, is a aingle~trusk line extending from Sapulpe to Peane
eis, » distanoe of 101.9 miles. Trein movemsnte are governed by time table
and train orders trenmiitted by tslegreph and telephons, no dlotk signel
systes being in use, By time cerd »ile northbound treins ave seperior to
southbound Srains of the sane class,

Ths trains invelved §{n this ssalident wors northbound freight trein Ko,
B3Z and soothbound fyeight traln Xe, H4l,

Trals lis, BIR, en routs from Prancis %0 Zupulps, consisted of losumde
Sive 796, 1 onply horse oar snd n caboose, ir skarge of Condugtor Rorvis
w08 Yngineman Golvin. It left Freneie at 2,38 pou., 3 hours spd 22 ninutes
late, arvived at Epauléing, 1d.1 miles north of Prancis, at about 2,080 puu.,
apd loft thorve aftor the orew had recsived o 9opy of train srder le, 48
rendivg as follows:

"o, 543 bas right over Mo, 338

Henryettn 0 ¥olsetka.*
AS dedeatke, 30,3 niles noyth of Spaulding, the svew recsived s copy of
Srein order Ho. 69 realing se follows:

“Ho, 543 get this truin and meest No, 532 at

Umnrystta.”
This trein left Welsetks et 4,20 peu. ook collided with tyuin No, 043
S=1/8 nilas north of thero at 4,27 pea,, whils runsing st u speed of about
£8 niles an hour,

Trein Ro, 243, eon rouse from Olkalges %o Francis, consisted of logo-
aokive 029, 23 ears and o Oaboose, in sharge of Condustor Fileman and
Enginemen FRillips, It lef$ Ckmulgee ot 11,80 n.me, 4 Loure and #9 mimutes
late, and srrived st Hemryette, 13.0 miles south of shere, at 12,35 p.um.
After dalng swisohing snd stetiom work Oonduetor Eilemsn went $0 the telo-
greph office at 2,10 p. m., reosived train order Xo, 46 und other ordere
add the Aruin JofV thexe at £,85 p.m., and oolilded with trein Ne, 588
ubout 10 muiles soush of Henryotta while munning st o specd of adout 35 wuiles
aa hour,
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The engioesan utd deod brakemen of train ¥o, 043 spd the fireaan of
train No, O3R weres killed,

Approsching the poins of soctident fvom She south there is 4,600 feet
ef tangent, then a E.dogres ourve %o She right 45 feet long, then 799 fees
of tangent, than o d«degres supve to the loft 1, 803 feet long, the colli-
oion ccourring 540 foek In on this suwve, Approsching the point of ascidmmt
from the nowih theve 1 & l-degres surve to the right, 1,700 feet in laagth,
then 5,367 fwet of tangens, then s d-dagres surve %0 the right, 1,003 fest
in length, the collislon csourring 1,383 feot in on this curve, The socie
dent osourred oo » 10-foot £ill end the trask was prwstiually level, Om
sdoount of a denss growlh of trees snd byush o sither side of the trsek
wnid the ourvs on whioh the treok was laid, thoe rengs of vistion of dotk ehe
ginenen was restrioted So adout 200 feets, The weather st the time wns eloudy,

Cendustor Sorris of treim Mo, 638 stated that At
238 pony, und st Spaulding ke reseived

843 rights over kis train from Fenryetts 10 Sslostim. Mo

8% 4112 pem. asked the operator Lif be could give bim sowe time on Srain 543,
and the operator guve him & gopy of toain oxdsr Ko, 89, resting Srain 043
to mept his Srain at Henryetta, and he left there at 44

train bhad resohied aile post 492 north of Helostka be falt the atr Lrekes bee
ing applied fa emergonsy snd the aollision followed almost lmmedintely. He
got out of the ¢nboose snd wher be met Condustor Xileman the latter ashked
kim the mmber of his train, asd was told 4% was 632, COonduwctor Hileman
saids "X have right over you to Yeleetka,” to whiask Oondustor Norris Pee
plied, "Yes, %t I Bad & meet with you at Henryette,” Conducstor Uileman
replied, “I nover did get the orvder,”

Englineman Colvin of train 532 stated that he reseived s copy of train
order Ko, 4¥ st Usleetka and left there st 4120 p. m., expucting to mest
Srain No, 543 et Henryette. On sosount of the eurve snd timber slong the
wMQMmmwmm;m#mms
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Opepntoy Eserd, on duty at Selantin, stated that uhen train We, 632
srrived ot Gelestin Conduator Sorvis sume inte the offies and reguested
hin to ask Vhe dispatoher for tinme on train Ne, D43, which he 414
stor Beavd said that the dtsputolier called the operatory &t Henryetta and
binm at the sous Slne to teke truin order 48, vhieh
Condustor Nerris with a slsaranse, the order being neds complete at 4:19
P, Bafore the dispateher gave hiu the ondey he henrd him ask the opere
ator at Henryetie 1f train 643 was out and he hesrd the operator reply "Se,”
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that the responsibiliity should be plassd on the dispatsher, for the roason
shat b hed asked the dispatobar t0 clear that Srafin about two houye dew
fare Yrein order No, 49 wai issued, and he sheuld bave had the seeund trick
opemmtor investigate and find out whether trein 543 was ut Henryetta befors
fesuing trein arder Fe, 69,

Second Sriek operntor Halph Jolédssith stated that he went on duty atd
Honryetis ot 2 pune, 8014 tiokets uwniil 4 peme, snd thom asvumed the Ludies
of cperator, relisving first $risk operetor. At shout 4,12 p.me Diapateher
Sosn called him gver the telephons and saked when traie Mo, 543 would b
roedy snd he replied Shat he 4id not kuow, 48 he hed noj seen the soninstor,
and the dispatehor Shan told him %5 copy train onder 49, sddvessed $5 Swmin
543 at Henryetis smd to Struin 532 a8 Neleetksa, and sgein askes him if he
knew when Vredn %43 would e resly, or L the couduator of that train hed
been around the offfice. Opsrstor Goldsmith replied that be bed 2Ot seen the
ccndastor sinee ke onme on duby; the 41 then finiabhed glving him

th repenied sonpleted
Weleethe st 4,10 poms ¥hen Do exeepted ;
he had no
slsared; neither 414 he make any inguivy
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bor of train 543 zal At egdmied to him tha
nordh and of the yard waiting for o paseeng
Heprystta, and he 414 not thisk 1% hed
sssumss. fron the dispatoberta asking him
not hoen cloared, Operator Coldesith sa
register windsw sbout ¥.20 Dede vhon be
know wdat trath he wae on. Fo sufid thas
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dent end entered the Sime of arrival of train U4l in the office veginis?
book but later erased 1%, P thought She responsidbility for this seoidemt
regted botwesn the dlupatoher and ths first triek operstor but sduitied he
abould have reguived the latter to make a propey transfor to him,

Plepntekier PDean riatad that he fasued tyaln order 46 at 2,17 pum., 4%
wad made csouplate as to trair 532 at Speuldfng et 3 pun, and o8 $0 trein
543 at Henryetta at 2,85 pom,. Rhen Srein 832 sprived at Felsethe he gave
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dispatehers, whickh states that they:

"hdsr cirowmstantes adunitting
st 5ot attept to

atorfs stotemant Shat 1% bas



