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INTERSTATE COMIERCE COMMISSIO.LI

REPORT CF THE DIRLCTOR OF THE BUREAU 0I' SAFETY I'T RE
UTVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WEICH OCCURRED Ol
THE ST. LOUIS - SAIT FRANCISCO RATILWAY »T SPLULDING,
0iL.., OLi APRIL 29, 1929.

Senterber 20, 1929

Tn toc Cormission:

On April 29, 1€29, therco wes ¢ collisioa between
r vussonger troin ord an ocutorcbile truck ot ¢ grude
crossing on tas St. Loulis~-S.n Francisco Railwry 2o
Sp.ulding, 0Kla., whica resulted in the doath of the
driver of the autorobil.. truck ond the irJury of two
employces on cuty, one ciplsairee olf duty, once reil
clerk, onc oxpress rmesscenger ond one person ridiag on
the trucl.

o

Location cnc 1 etind of operation

This accidgt occurrcd con the Crcecek Sub=civision
of the Southwester. Divaision, which cxtends beiweon Sewilpa
end¢ IFroneis, Okla., 2 distancce of 101.9 miles, and is o
singlc-troek ling over which trcins 2re opercoctced by tliwc-table
end train orders, no block-signnl systen being in usc. Tho
point of accicent was 439 feot soulh of the stotlon at Spoulding,
wherce 2 pablic highway crosscs the railroad trecxs at ¢ glight
anclces The highwey runs direcily nortn and south while the
troecks run 1 o generol northenst ond southwest direcetion, ac-
corzilg to ecmpnsS cdircetion, or ncrtih and scouth according to
tinc-toble dircetion; the lotter ¢dirccticen is used in this re-
port in referring to troin novenents. [pprooching from the south
the troek is trnagert for ~ dist. nee of 4,311.9 fcet followed.by
o 29 curve vo the left 1,586.6 foot irn length, the aceident oe-
gurrr1, on this cuvrve ¢4 o poiat 8.5 fecet fror 1ts southern
end. The grode oy aorthbound trairs is gonerrlly asccending,
but 1s level ¢t the point »f cceecaident.

at the erossing the highw-7 passes over tuarec tr-cics,
kmovm ©8 the main, possing, ond ctorace teocls, Two w1min track
beiny the fairst tr ck ceneoantered by ¢ southhound veaiclc.
Iprrocehany this crossing fro tlhc north on the righwey thore
is ¢ slight incline, tle crossing being 2.8 fcot cbove the
crounc linc. Tie crossing is level and inm foar conditzon, The
view hod by dravers of soubhbound vehicles of an rpprocching
northbcund train is restracted by troes located to the right
of thc highway ond by ¢ 1020l house loeccted on the rallroad
right of wry 21 feet from the conter line of the mein trock
cnd 58 fest south of the certer linc of the highway, the tool
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house being 16 fect wide ¢nd 12 feet deen. There is a smrll
ynoning hetween the trens and the tool house where © cleor
view of tle trrek crrn be haod for o comsidersble distancc.

Tae only protoction afforded rt this crossing 1s
the slandard nigzhway cross~bar sign, rcading "RATLRC,D CROSS=
ING?, locoted 16 fecot west of the eccuter lince of the mran
tr.ck and 15 Teet 8 inches south of the ceornter line of the
hichwey. Thus sagr is supported by o post wnich extends
18 fect cbove the pround linc and the words "LOOK OUT
FOR THE CARS" are prainted on the side of the post focing
the epprocehing vehicle., A standard stop sign, required
in the Stcte of Oklchoot, 1s located 37 fect west of the
center line of the neoin track ond 8.5 feet south of the
cocater line of tho hignwcy,

he weatler was celocr oo the tirme of the ceecident,
wiaich oecurrcel ot sbout 2.5% Dl

Deseription

Jorthbound prssenger broin lTo. 510 conslsted of
one cortbinaticn meil an” cxpress ear, onc boggoae car ond two
cocchog, 011 of stecl eonstruction, houled by engine 10%2,
and was in cherge of Conductor Germen onc Enginomon Millcer.
Tnie trcin departed from Sceckwa, Okla., 7.3 1iles south
of Spoulciaz, ot 2443 Dar., one ninute late, -“ccording Lo
the troin shect, ond struck the truck on the crossing at
Speuldian while treveling ot o spneed cstinaved to have becen
between 15 ond 25 niles ner hour.

Tne automobile truck iuvalved vas o Chevrolet, one-ton
truck, wita @ steel crb wrnd vocdern box bed with side boards
obout 16 inches Iin heioht, hovlia, six 55-mellon drums of
grsoline. This truck, operated by lioyle Boles, was en route
to o Shell Petrolcun Crmpany station south of Spaulding and
was passing cver the erogsins ot o sneed sstirmoted to heve
Eion obout 15 riles per hour wheir it wrs struck by troin No.
510,

The truck wes Jevclished ~17 the debris e-mie to rest
or tac pegsing treoclt porelicl wvavh the rewa trrok, wat.
tho forward end of the truclk cbHuat 32 fco. rourth of the
conver of the rood erossing. Two ¢runs of grsoline exploded
crc tuwe gasoline wes thrown over the encine ond coaches,
which ecrught faire irmedictely. lTone of tie cquliprent of
the tr¢in wos derciled, The ¢river of the trueck wos kalled,
oné those injured were the othor oeccuncont of the truck and
the engineron, firemun, moil clork, cxprcess nessenger ond
a firenon who wes off duty, cll of whort were on the prssen-
cor train,
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Swmary of evicdence

fInginenan Miller, of train Mo, 510, who was not
questioned ia debtail beceuse of tue seriovs nature of his
1njuries, stated thet he sounded the wnistle signal at the
station whistle board about 1 mile souti of the station;
at the rosd-crossing whistle board, located about 1/4 mile
south of the crossing, he started to sound the road-crossing
whistle ond repeatad this saae signal shortly afterwards,
as well us sounding two blasts of the whistle acknowledging
a Tlsg from tihe sgtaticn platform. e made a brake-pipe
reduction of about 7 pounds vpreparatory to making the sta-
tion stop and thought thet his train was traveling at a
speed of between 15 and 20 miles ner hour when the accident
oceurrcd. onroinen-n Miller di1d net sec the truck until about
the instont hils truin soruck it angd he did not believe the
fireman gnrw 11 until it was Loo late to avert the accidernt.
It also appeared from the cn~inemaa's gvatenconts that he
did not apply the brakes in emerzency as he realized that
1T he did so the eocches would stop in thoe fare and he knew
that vithout ~uch z2a enplication the tralin jould come to &
stop at Lhe station plaifTorm and would boe c¢lear of the firc.
Duc to the deougerous condition of Tirecmen Cousins no state-
ment wag obtsined fron hine

Conductor Cerran, or train o, 510, stated that
approaching Spaulding the engineman sounded the station
whigtls whea wbout 2 miles soulh of the stotion, alter which
the coaducto™ gave ham the signel to stop at Spaulding,
the engincman enswering with threc long blasts of the whistle,
The conductor then heard the cngincman sound the crossing
whistlc signed buiu could not ztatc the location of the cngine
at that time, nor did he knov whether or not the bell was
ringing. The farsl he knew of enything wrong was when he
saw the fire as the coaches pessed throagh 1t, hio train
coming to cn orcinery atop with the cngine about 350 feet
beyond vhe point o aceirdent. He costimatced the spoed at
aboul 15 or 20 milcs nor rour et the time of the accident.

Brakonan Fodocs, of tro.n o, D10, stcted thet on
approcching the erorsing they were traveling at o swnmecd of
cbout 20 or 5 miles poer hour. A gervice~s applicatzon af the
brc kes had been mede and the unginoran had soinded the sto-
tion vhistle and then o croasing “/histle sizncl, and before
reachang thoe crossing he sounded 1 cecond crossing signal.
The first the brokemen mew of anything wrong was when he
haerd cn explogion and sew the fliu'cs. He further stated
that he noticcd thot the engine bell was rainging when the
trein stopped aftecr the aecident.
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The statements of Roadmaster Burr, who was standing
on the recr platform of the last car of tralin No. 510 &%
the time of the aceident, proctically corroborated those of
the traia crew., The statements of Scetion Foreman Coston,
who was working at o point about 1 wmile south of Spaulding,
hrought out nothing additicnal of importancc.

Jonn Kecner, who woo riding on the truex, statced
that bhe boarded it noor XKonawa. The driver stopped ot a
store Juct west of the trceks Tor veoter and they tihacn pro-
coeded southworé on the highuey, stopped ot the feoobt of the
ajoroach to the crossing ot which ture the driver shifted
the goers to sccond specd, ond then procecded up the incline
to the trocks. Mr Kecner st-ceced thot he was sitting on the
right saide of the truek eab, which w.ould be on ths side ncor-
est the ¢pprocching tr-in, but th-t be did not see the train
until Just before ihe rccexrdeut oceurred, necithcecr dld he hear
22y whistles wsouaded nor the bell rainging before rcocching the
crossing.

s Re Bryeat, ap oye-witacss to the aceident, statcd
that ne vos sitting, on the vorch .t a store loeatsd neor
the eroscing Jhen lic noticed the truck drive up from the nerth
ond stop ¢4 ¢ storc or cheat side of the crossing, wherc weoter
woe obbrincd for tho truck. e ther hecrd » whistle scuth of
the crocsing, onc long blast of the whistle, ond he Judged
the troin woz then firom 600 to 900 feet from the crossing.
At cbout thrt itime the truck started ahecd ond he Xept watch-
ing th- trueck «nd the train ¢g thev cporrvocched. Tac truck dad
not slow down until it wes on the trreg and then the cceident
occurred, Hc cstimcted the gpced of hoth the trein and the
wruck L5 have boew cbout 15 miles per hour. Mr.Bryont further
stc ted thtt when the truck wos cbout 50 feet from the crossing
the driver could hove sccon the troin for ¢ dictonce of 225 or
300 feet, but 2t a point 20 feat from the treck hic vicow was
obstructcd by the tool housc until he wis within 15 fect of
the track, when hr could have hed « clear view. Tnc truek did
not stop ot the gwvon sizn, but w g roving cll the time from
the time 1t left €k store until it wes struck by the trein,

Irvin Stobnugl,, an cys-witaese to the aecident,
curroboratcd the stctemerts of 0. P. Bryant os to the opcro-
ti-n of the iruck. He wes ¢t the otore when the uruck stopped
Tfor voter omd hed heoard the tyeoain wbistle peiore the truck left
the ctore, although h: scid thet ~rCter the one blost of the
wristle he éid not pcy much ottention to the troin end wes
unable to state whother or znot the whistle wes scunded cgoin.
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The stotements »f Mrs, Bernicc 3tewnrt, who
witnessed the anscldent from the cistior platform ¢t Spaulding,
substentiated those ot the othsr eye-witnnsses. Mrs. Stewert
Tfurther st ted that che herrd the wiistle signal sounded
for the trestls loe~ted some distence south of the crossing
thea the signe? for che cressing, and two blrsts of the
whistle 1n aonswer to . flag signcl glven from the stntion
platfeorm. The truek left the store aflcr she heord Ghe
whistle signol sovnded for the crossing.

lre. Eorl Coston, o resident of Sprulding, gtated
thet while sittirg incide her house looking out of a window,
which wrs shut, sho hecrd ¢ crginc whistle but could not
scy how meny times or whoere thr cnglne wig with respeet to
the crossing vuen the whaistle g soundcesd. She observed Lhe
truck leve the astore north of tlic crogsing, approcech the
crosging ot © low raie of spend, cnd druve up on the track
without gtopning 2zt o v tine ~Fier lewvi ¢ the storc.

Mrs. Po Go Cohill, ifrs. Letto Costor, Mrs. J. F. Evols,
and Arnett Veeover, 0ll 31 wkom live ot Spoulding, stated
that they licerd severol blestg »f the whistle couaded for
the crossing, s wes the ususl cisz, bul noncs oU them wos
poying nuy porticuler athention to the »nproceh of the trein
tnd did cot atness the occcidert, .nr were ny of them ~ble to
stcte whether Lhe rugice bell wos ringiaZz.

W, H. Glrddcen, congtcble »f Bilby Townahip, stoated
that on tlhe duyaftw “he sccident he wes sitting 1n his
cutomobile, locat:d at <+ poant 55 feot from the center line
v e erossing, and when troin o, 810 wis 1,090 fect south
of thre crosrciug ouly the emeke stack of the cagine could be
seen, when the troin weg ot - polat 540 fect from the cress-
11y thic front end of the tr-in znd the toos of the coaches
could be scon.

A, ¥. Bdicon, rgaent for the Shell Petroleum Compniny
2t kRonrwoe, O0KJC ., oiated that Mr. Boles was enploycd by
him and had been 10 bis orplny o8 & truek driver for cbout
six months, fna vt he hed Jw.ys consydered him to bo ¢
coreful ériver. At th: fime bo Mared Boles he instructed
him t2 be curcful <-d not to pick up ony prssengern along
tilr rocid cnd be hed acver known aiv Bo co so ror did he
know thet he hod picked up Reencr until ¢ {t.ur the cceldent.
He also gtoted thet he hod ridden vith Boles several times
one clthiough he did not come te - full stop ot 211l roilroad
crossings he would elweye slow down prectically to o stop,
shaft gecre ond look both woys before nrocceding over the
crossing, Bolos mode on cvercge of one trin o weok through
Syoeulding.
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Vision tests were made alfter che occurrence of the
acecident and 1t developed that a train approaching from the
goubh could he seen a distance of 3,000 feet from a point
in the center of the highway where 1t crosses the main track.
Cbservations made every 25 fect from the crossing, up to end
including a point 200 fect distant on the highway, showed that
the most restricted view was from a point 50 feet from tne
rain track, from which poaint a train could be secen for a
distance of only 175 fest.

Conclusions

This accident was cuuscd by the driver of en automobile
truck vroceeding uvnon & railrord crossiaz at zrede directly
in front of an ap-rotching troin,

The only nroteetion afforded at this crosgsing is the
reguler ceross-ber sign and the Stat- high.ay stop sign, and
the weight of e¢vidence indieates th~t Driver Boles did not
stop at this sifn ag renuired by tn~ law of the State of
Oldichoma. While the vicw 1g somcwhe t obstrueted, tests
made subsequcecat to the occurrence of tho accldent indicated
that had the driver stopned, and hod he then veken the pro-
per precuutione, he coulé hav. hoard cnd sccn the appreaching
train ia cmple time to heve prevenizd the ccerdent.

A11 of the cmnloyecs of the railvay were cxpericnccd
mocn and &t the time of the accideat nonce of them had becen on
duty in violavion of cny of the provisions of the hours of
s¢ervice law.

Hespeectfully submitted,
Vo P. BORLAID

Dircetor.



