
1521 

INTERSTATE COMJRCE COIMISSIOJ 
REPORT CF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IIT RE 

UTVESTIGATIOir OF AN ACCIDEIIT WHICH OCCURRED Oil 
THE ST. LOUIS - GAIT FRANCISCO RAILWAY SPAuXDlNG, 
OKLA., 017 APRIL 29, 1929. 

September 20, 1929 

To t:o Commission: 
On April 29, 1929, there we 3 c collision between 

r passenger train a i an automobile truck at r grade 
crossing on tne St, Louic-S-n Francisco Railwr y at 
Sp^uldirig, Okla,, wliicn resulted. In the death of the 
driver of the autonobilw truck and the lrjury of two 
enployccfl on duty, one employee off duty, one nail 
clerk, one express messenger and one person ridin^ on 
the truck. 

Location and 1 otiiad of operation 
This accident occurred on the Creek Sub-division 

of the Southwestern Division, which extends between Saptlpn 
and Francis, Okla,, a distance of 101.9 miles, and is a 
single-track line ovar which trains are operated by tLic-table 
end train orders, no block-sigr'1! system bcinG in use. Tho 
point of accident was 439 foot south of the station at Spaulding, 
where a pablic highway crosses the railroad trecks at a slight 
angle. The highway runs directly nortn and south while the 
tracks run in. c general northeast end southwest direction, ac­
cording to compass direction, or north and south according to 
tine-table direction; the latter direction Is used m this re­
port in referring to train movements. ipproaching from tho south 
tho track is tangent for 0 distance of 4,311.9 foot followed~by 
a 2° curve zo tho left 1,586.6 fc^t in length, the accident oc-
c u m i b on this curve ft a point 35.5 feet fron its southern 
end. The grade for northbound trains is generally ascending, 
but is level rt the point of accident. 

j.\.t the crossing the highway passes over tnrec tracks, 
known cs the main, passing, end c-toragc tirol.2, " C u . 0 jpj.11 track 
bciug the first tr' ck encountered by r southbound vcaiclc. 
Approachi 11,3 this crossing fro:i the north on tho highway thoro 
Is c slight incline, tho crossing being 2.8 feet abovo the 
ground line. Tne crossing is level and in fair condition. The 
view had by drivers of southbound vehicles of an approaching 
northbound train is restricted by trees located to tho right 
of the highway and by a tool house located on tho railroad 
right of way 21 feet from the cantor line of the main track 
and 53 feet south of the center line of the highway, the tool 
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housc being 16 feet wide rnd 12 foot deep. There is a snail 
oocning between the trees and the tool house where c clcor 
view of the track: c m bo had for a considerable- distance. 

The only protection a f f o r d e d r-t this crossing is 
the standard H i g h w a y cross-bar sign, reading "RAILROAD CROSS-
Ii\TG'?, located 16 foot west o f the center lino of the room 
tr. cic a n d 15 feet 8 inches south of the center line of the 
highway. This sag" is supported by a post wnich extends 
16 feet rbovc tho ground line and the words "LOOK OUT 
FOR THE CARS" are printed on the side of tho post facing 
the approaching vehicle. A standard stop sign, r e q u i r e d 
in the State o f Oklahoma, is located 37 feet west of tho 
center line o f the no in track rnd 8.5 foot south o f the 
center line of the hignwr/y. 

Tho weather was clacr a^ the tine of the accident, 
which occurred: a t ab^ut 2.53 p.c 

Description 
lforthbound prssengor brain ITo. 510 consisted of 

one conbinction nail an' express car, one baggage car or.d t w o 
coaches, ell o f steel einstruction, hauled by engine 10^2, 
and was m charge of Conductor German one Snginonan Millar. 
Tnis trrin departed fron Scsakwa, Okla., 7.3 nilos south 
of Spouldmg, at 2.43 p.n,, one ninute l a t o , iccording t o 
the tr"in sheet, a n d struck the truck on tho crossing a t 
Spaulding while traveling a t a apeod ostinntoa to have b e e n 
between 15 and 25 nilos per hour. 

Tne autoiaobilo truck involved was a Chevrolet, one-ton 
truck, witn a stool cab and wooden box b e d with side b o a r d s 
about 16 inches in height, hrulin 0 six 55-gallon drums of 
grsolme. This truck, operated by Iloylo Boles, was en route 
to o Shell Petroleum Cor.pany station south o f Spaulding and 
was passing ever the creasing ot r speed ostinotod to have 
b e e n about 15 riles per hour when, it wrs struck by t r"in No. 
510. 

The truck: was d e:\clishcd ^v 1 tho debris c^mo to rest 
or. tne paesmg track parallel with tho r r\n trr ck s nit.* 
the forward end of the truck rbo.it 3? f e e rorth of the 
center of the road crossing. Two cruris of gasoline exploded 
rrd t^e gasoline wrs thrown over the Giifinc and coaches, 
which caught fire irxiedio tely . Done of tho equipment of 
the trrin wrs dorailod, Tho driver of the truck was killed, 
and those injured wore tho other occupant of the truclc and 
tho engincnan, fireman, nail clork, express messenger end 
a firenan who was off caaty, all of whor: wore on the pes son-
go r train. 
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Suumary of evidence 

Engine.ian Miller, of train ITo. 510, who was not 
questioned ia detail because of tne serious nature of his 
injuries, stated that he sounded the wnistle signal at the 
station whistle board about 1 mile south of the station; 
at the road-crossing whistle board, located about l/4 mile 
south of the crossing, he started to sound the road-crossing 
whistle and repeated this same signal shortly afterwards, 
as v/ell as sounding two blasts of the whistle acknowledging 
a flag from the station platform. He made a brako-pipe 
reduction of about 7 pounds preparatory to making the sta­
tion stop and thought that hi 6 tram was traveling at a 
speed of between 15 and liO miles per hour when the accident 
occurred. Engmeican Jlillcr did not; see the truck until about 
the instant his train soruck it and he did not believe the 
fireman saw it until it was too Into to avert the accident. 
It also appeared from the engmeman 1 s statements that he 
did not apply the brakes in emergency as he realized that 
if he did so the coaches would stop in the firo and ho knew 
that without ruch an application the train '/ould come to a 
stop at the station platform and would bo clear of the fire 
Duo to the dongerous condition of Fireman Cousins no state­
ment wan obtained from him. 

Conductor German, of tram ITo. 510, stated that 
approaching Spauldmg the engmeman sounded tho station 
whistlD when about 2 miles south of tho station, after which 
the conductor gave bun the signal to stop at Spaulding, 
tho engmeman answering with throe long blasts of the whistle. 
The conductor then heard tho engmeman sound the crossing 
whistle signc] buu could not state the location of the engine 
at that tuna, nor did he know whether or not the boll was 
ringing. The first he know of anything wrong was when he 
saw tho firo as the coaches pessod through it, his train 
coming to an oramrry jtop with the engine about 350 foot 
beyond the point o: accident. He estimated the speed at 
about 15 or 20 miles per hour at the time of the accident. 

Brulceriari Hodges, of tr-an l?o, 510, stated that on 
approaching the croc sing they were traveling at a speed of 
about 20 or 25 miles por hour. A acrvte^ application of the 
brck.es had been mode and tho crgin^an bad cuijidod tho sta­
tion thistle and "chon a crossing whistle signal, and before 
reaching tho crossing ho sounded i second crossing signal. 
Tho first the brakeman knew of anything wrong was when ho 
hoard an explosion and sew the fla-'os. He further stated 
that ho noticed that the engine boll was ringing when the 
tram stopped after the accident. 
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The statements of Roadaiastcr Burr, who was standing 

on tho rear platform of tho last car of train No. 510 at 
the time of the accident, practically corroborated those of 
the train crew. The statements of Section Foreman Coston, 
who was working at a point about 1 mile south of Spaulding, 
brought out nothing additional of importance. 

John Keener, who wab riding on the truc£, stated 
that he boarded It near Konawa. The driver stopped at a 
store just west of the trc cks for \ ater and they then pro­
ceeded southward on the highway, stopped at the foot of tho 
approach to the crossing at wrhich tiire the driver shifted 
the gears to second speed, and then proceeded up the incline 
to the tracks. ?£r Keener st- cod that he was sitting on the 
right side of tho truck cab, which would be on the side near­
est the epproaching tr^in, but th~t ho did not see the train 
until just before the accident occurred, neither did he hear 
a.iy whistles sounded nor the bell ringing before reaching the 
crossing. 

3. R. Brymt, a^ cyc-witness to the accident, stated 
that no vas sitting on the porch it a store located near 
the cropcing m e n he noticed tho truck drive up from the north 
and stop ct ' store OP uhat side of the crossing, where water 
was obtained for the truck. Re then heard a whistle south of 
the crocsmg, one long blast of the whistle, end he judged 
thw tram was then iron 600 to 900 feet froai the crossing. 
At about that time the truck started ahead and ho kept watch­
ing the truck and the train as thev approached. Tne truck did 
not slow do\/n until it was on tho tracjt and then the accident 
occurred. He estimated the epced of both the trrm and m e 
truck to have been cbout 15 miles per hour. Mr.Bryant further 
st. ted that whon tho truck w°s about 50 feet from the crossing 
the driver could have soon the trcIn for o distance of 225 or 
500 feet, but at a point 20 feet from the track his view was 
obstructed by the tool house until ho wc s within 15 feet of 
tho track, when h' could have had , clear view. Tne truck did 
not stop at the soop sim, but w s moving ell the time from 
the tiru, it loft th,- store until it was struck by the train. 

Irvin Ctobaugh, an. oyo-witnosr to the accident, 
corroborated the statements of jG. P . Bryant as to tho opera­
tion of the truck. He was at th-_ ctoro when +ho truck stopped 
for vator and had heard the tram whistle Deicrc the truck left 
the store, although he scid that "ftor the one blast of tho 
whistle ho did not pay much attention to the train and was 
unable to state whether1 or not the \niistle was sounded again. 
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Tho statements of Mrs, Bernico Stewart, who 
witnessed the accident from the station platform ct Spauldmg, 
cub3tantiatcd those oi the other eye-witnenses. lira. Stewart 
further 3tcted that she heard the wnistle signal sounded 
for tho trestle located some distance south of the crossing 
then the signal for Che crossing, and two hirsts of the 
whistle in answer to . flag signal given from the station 
platform, Tho truck left the store after she heard tho 
whistle signal sounded for the crossing. 

Mrs. Earl Coston, a resident of Sp^ulding, stated 
th""G ivhile sitting inside her house looking out of a window, 
which was shut, she hoard an c r g m c whistle hut could not 
say how many tirics or where tii" engine was with respect to 
tlu, uj-osoing when the whistle \'£ sounded. She observed the 
truoK le the a tore north of the crossing, approach tho 
crossing at c lo^r rate of speed, and dr lvg up on the track 
without stopping at L y tunc "fter Lctivi <g the store. 

Mrs. P. C-. Cchiii, I Irs. Lotto Cos to-, Mrs. J. F, Evci.s, 
and A.rnott Vc.wcr, oil di' whom live at Speulding, stated 
that they heard several blasts of the thistle sounded for 
the crossing, as was the usual ccso, but none of then was 
paying any particular attention to the mproach of the train 
rnd did not ,/itnoss tho accident, .tor wore 113?" of them "blc to 
state whether the aii^ine bell was ringing. 

W. II. Gladden, constcblc of 3ilby Township, stated 
that on the day afta "*~ha accident ho was aittmg in his 
automobile, locatjd at '„ point 55 foot from the center line 
uf the crossing, and when train No. 510 was 1,090 feet south 
of the crossing only tho smoke stack of the engine could bo 
sovjn , wh'Ui the train was at " point 540 feet from the cross­
ing the front end of t£n, trr in and the tops of the coaches 
could be scon. 

A. F. Edison, : aont for the Shell Petroleum Company 
at Konawc , QJOc ., stated that Mr* Boles was employed by 
him and had been ir his cr.ploy as a truck driver for about 
six months, ? na ta. t, he had Jw.ys considered him to be a 
careful driver. At th 1 time ha hired Boles he instructed 
h m to he Caroful and not to pick up any passengers along 
tun road and he hrd never known bo LO SO r or did he 
know brut he had picked up Keener until 1 i'ter the accident« 
He also stated that he had riddon with Boles several times 
and although he did not come to ^ full stop at all railroad 
crossings he would always slowT down practically to a stop, 
shift geerc and look both ways bo fare proceeding over the 
crossing. Bolos made en avercgo of one trip a weuk through 
Soauldmg. 
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Vision tests were made after che occurrence of the 

accident and it developed that a train approaching from the 
south could he seen a distance of 3,000 feet from a point 
in the center oi the highway where it crosses the m a m track. 
Observations made every 25 feet from tho crossing, up to and 
including a point 200 feot distant on the highway, showed that 
the most restricted view was from a point 50 feet from tne 
iram track, from which point a train could be seen for a 
distance of only 175 feot. 

Conclusions 
This accidont was caused hy tho driver of en automobile 

truck proceeding upon a railrord crossing at grade directly 
in front of an ap-̂ roc ching* tr^m. 

Tho only protection afforded at this crossing is tho 
regular cross-bar sign and the Stat3 highway stop sign, and 
tho weight of evidence indicates th°t Driver Boles did not 
stop at this sign as required by tn" law of tho State of 
Oklahoma. V/hi]c thi viow is somewhat obstructed, tests 
made subsequent to the occurrence of tho accidont indicated 
that had tho driver stopped, and had he then \,akcn the pro­
per precautions, he could hav, heard end soon tho approaching 
tram in ample tine to h.ve prevented t h o O c c i d e n t . 

All of the employees of tho railway were experienced 
men and a t the time of the accidont none of them had been on 
duty in violation of any of the provisions of the hours of 
service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 
V. P. BORLAND 

D:rector. 


