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In re investigablion oFf «~a sooldent which osaurrsd
on the Jt, Louls=ian Fr opelweo Ballway st
Snyder, Okle., Septsaber 14, 1917,

Hov ~mbor 7, L1917

On Daptomber 14, 1917, the - o8 @ rosvesnd
coliision netuwesn btwo relebt tralng on the wl. souip-
Ban Fr-onelseo Rellway % dnyier, Ykles, DGich rosuited
in the de:th of o= smployes and tie injlury of one one
ployes, Aftnr Investisstion of thiz ~celident the Chief
of the Jupesu of {r ety reports as Jollows?

The Cfciorhs sub-divinion on “hieh Lhig uge
oident cogurred 1s = sinrlae-trac: 1ine runnine esnt nand
weet over which theé movament of $r-4ns 18 soverned by
tisaet cble wnd treln oriers, ne Torn ¢ blook =sirsnel
odng 1o use, At the nolnt 27 ~oeldent  ad for aeveral
nileg Lo the @ at the Lreaok 1z stralght ont there io a
Bilight descending srude for ventbhoun' trelas from e
soint A9D0 leat #ent o the polnt of collisian,

Frees 719, w.ost, with 286 @arz and onbooss, in
charge of Conductor Veods and Enclnemen Dokiwey, Lot Oke
lehomn City at 1,47 peme Septaaber L% A gondols in
this tyaln contalni g cosl havice swnlopsd o Sroken sl

lpe, wns swltched to the paap Ballin? the gouncae at

wwups, She4 mllen west of Oklahoma Ity =ad sws houind

in this position ia the trin to iy er, Uein, Tnls vreln
s plveft st Unycer, A terminal, st 4,00 8. @ Beptember 14ith
snd sna stopped on the maln €ouea Just eael of the d. &, &
He Yo Rallrosd orosnsing, the reety of ths teadn steadlug
Spks” Cont lunide of the yard Lixmit bourd, &% whleoh polint
the sneine veor out leoos~ from the tralu and put sway, the
markers wors removed, Lhe arew relisved spd Dotk Drikew
men retired in the grboose for slesp. 7hil  the Zraln
was gLonding at thls logati-n it wus gbruok Dy sxbea 711
wigat, At 5,30 r. 2@

fxtre TLY - -8t wity 20 esre: snd eaboous, leoft
GUxlaboms City at 6,10 . m. Septesdber 13, in chargs of
Condustor dance snd Ensinemnn CGnrmoa, IE posred lLeswton,
Qitlne, the 1 .5t cpen telsgraph oilfloe, YW..? wlliss anst
of Smyler, &t 1..9 a, m., aad 85t 5,10 ». wme o6l 1dnd <4th
the Lrein of extys “i8, whioh had Been left atondin: on
the maln traok ot Onyder, At tha tine of the collision
i1t =rsn dark end day waz fust “osglanine to break, The
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wasther ~ug ¢lear,

The Forse of the collision hent tes Tront ond
braeces of esngine 7171 and bedly dameged two cars sad the
enbnose of the forward tr-in ssusing the destl of one
and Injury of sthe oth-r hraxemsn who were sgnlesp in the
outoose,

>

Prgtinemen Goarman, of »xtre 713 went, $tatad thet
ig englne wng swlppsd =ith an eleonrie Bedilcoht, ot
the 1ight war pomeshat out of aifustment, throwine the
rous vurwnpd dngtead of strsiont ahend, bie hnd mee an
effort to zropsrly ndjust 46 -t otlexashy, 1.6 nlies
enst of fnyder, dut found 1t stuck end was wusabdle to
corregt the trouble, &Go ptrtnd th ¢ his tr 1 vrs drirthe
ing 9t # speed OF wbout 1% miles sn hour rossing the
“Hiatling Bo rd, loasted jJust west ol the Sayier yard
imit borrd, heving shut off stesm ot the o, of the
hill sboyt nne @'le snd & Acl? onet of th ¢t point, and
wae moving & %o 8 mliles sy hour when he aew the r-flsge
tion of bhls be«dlight on the glsss of the caboose ahend
of him, st whioh tl:e he mede n servioe applic-tion of
the by kes, then obseveisng thet the o.re were closary
then he had thought, heo male an esxergency spplic ticg of
the Wraokes agd reveraed the enpine, His triz =us soving
sbout & milea sn hour vhem the collision ocourred, the
apeed hnving roduged vnopy lLittle, 1t having “evsload
that the cars were ouly sbout & our leasths nwey when
he first saw them, Inpginemsn Snrman siated Purther thab
hiz unde stending of the yord Limit ruls wam thet hie
trnln shouid arprosch suoh points under ocnirol oxpente
ing to find the mal: traok obstructed »nd de ready to
sbop, =nd thought thet ke 4l4 a0 inthls inatance, He
further gtated thet there wap o 1.0t o1 the pahoosse
~pft thet the gondels o-r oo the rear, belns lowe- than
thie geBoOns, wan not 8 n, sausing nim te miajuden the
distanoe,

C-nduetor Hance, of wxtrn L%, st-t 4 th t the
Brokes on his trin wr e ol —oprelisy, havins testoed
them % La ton, He he rd %iz englunsmsn sound the whlstle
glgnnl for Inyde~ steation, =lzo %he whistle gl nul for
e meatiny polnt 2t dpyder, ond his traln we qoving about
A miles sn bour st that tise, Lo 814 a0t znev the golil-
glon hed ooourved untii »7%or e het lelt hios grbouse
‘nd mespd the br keman hollrr. &o thou ht the sto . .mp
mde for the reflrosd crossliay and 14 sogmed o iy thoes
the br kes hed deen aprli-g by about twe veduetl np of
the air, Conductor Nance statad fupther thet his
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tyalin had heen appro.ching yard limiss at all polnts dupinz
thia trip unier oontrol sxtodticy to Tind cars on the mein
tragk snd 414 not think ke spemdl emtering thls yord .as
ergesnive, o4 thought that tha trata oould hsve bYenn
stopped within the range < vision.

Urakemen Smith, ©f asxtrs 713, atated that ape
proaohing <nyder he »ez riding on the Left slde of the
onpine lookins aheods The slestric houdlicht wse burte
ing Dut the rays of Llght were shining wpward inste-d of
on thex treack, He saw no de0s 11:kt buraing, but 9y the
rafleotion ©F the hoediipht on tho windows he sow the
caboone, when sbout & o.r lenzths distant, % whioh tine
they ~ave moving ~tout & miles an hour and the engineman
axplied the brokes, 7The statement of Plreman Hrown, of
ﬁxirm 7L, vwas prootienlly the esme cp that of Byskemon
Emith,

C nductor Yood, of extrs 718, stated that upon
arrival ot Snyder he went 0 the ofTioe to ragister, his
engine wuer out lo ae from the trln and the he-deend of
train was laft standing snct 0f the relflroxd oroazing,

As he wan peturning to his gaboose $o go %0 had he paw
extra 711 approsching. For this rrason when he wipg withe
in sbout 76 eur lLeggthe of hls ¢ booue, Ne . taupsd out
in the field opd saw $h % the deeik Liekt in the o of
the supols of hlz ¢-Doore »ase Durning. e heapd catvs
713 whisble far the sietion =6 oLl a8 the xms ting solst
slgnal =pprosching Sayder, and zaw $ta8 he-dlicht burnlng
bridzhtly. He g%ted thet 0 wro pustosnury Lo lewve the
trein on the maln trsck when toll to 4o so DY the yavde
sat o r at Lewton, xnd st Snyder, Dubt ih v Lo desrn 1l M
of the saboose iy slweys left bumlng,.

Brakeman Ramsoy, of o r: 718, atatsd th-t they
srrived ot wnydar about 4L.10 fie e snd toppad Just saet
¢f the prilrosnd arossing. He out the engine off apnd alter
putting 1t svay went to the oasbeore, srriving there sbout
L3158 »y, me Ve stated Shat upon goling Into the gsbooss he
romariked o Sregeman %illieme whoe <8 also §u the esbocae
"Tou 414 sot lerve vour morierr burning 4314 yout wo whiah
¥iiiiams raplied, "No, out 1 1art the deok Light burning.”
fle then felt sn'e in retiring but 414 not look to sce I
trm deek light was burning. ¥He atnted thnt aftor the gole
lision "mpinemsn Gormaa told him thet the reys of the
headlicsht w»ere fooused up, snd thet the Pirst thing he
antloed wae the blur of the Lisht on ths gupols wiadows
*nd thet he then mede s sacvice applic-tion of the brokes
not reclizing thsat he war 80 ¢lose, but mhen he osms in
2450t of the goal o-r he apnlisd soll the air.
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Yordusorer IMiling e 2tnted th 't he wes in the
depot when extre 718 stopped Jurt asst of the rallroued
croaeing sad se the v w»ny po roosm la the yuyd for the
traln, he cume out sn' gave the orew a signal to cut the
engine off, rolli-ved the orew nnd relled wjon Lthe yard
=it bourds to protmet the trin, zroept 2aninet Pleste
glees traine, The ¢tredn brd brea stending 1n the posis-
ticn shout one hrur and b ety misuter vhen the o-llisiva
vaourred., About 5 minutss belore the sccident ocouvred
he notieed the deck 1ight on to)p O0F the gabocws showing
& aroen 1.0t Lo the frout, but between thet tloe and
the tive of sollielon he was gouth of the polnt of sollie
sion, and had no furthoer oocssi-n or op.ortunity to now
tice the light o He saw extia 713 approschiung snd saw
spurks 1y frow under the engine when within & or % gar
lonpgths of the gaboose sa if the alr br Ees had Doan ah-
plied about thot tiue,

Imeine 70) wos eufyuned with & Pyle Ketlonal
Zlectrio he 2Llivkt of 1000-.sndle povwnr, Haster Hoeghanlo
“1leox nd Hevdlicht Inspevotor Jones, stabted th-t the
hendlicht way inspect>d 14 the prosonee of dngineauun Gole
enn cad found o He in nod oonditioo Just b fore lecswving
tha poupndhouse st Oklahoms Clty, sad trawel'l: Tngincer
Hi1l steted £h-t arter the pollinion the ne dilght wen
g rin fnspected and found te he in g00d enadiviom and
ne adfustments wore necess-ry,

During the investigrtion » tent to detaraine
the view obtalnable was wede a% the psgene of th- ageident
2t a corresponding tive 1n the moraing with the zeme kind
of esuipment, viz: csb-ose and oosl oar ond sn ~nglne
eruloned with an elsetrie heanlight trormed "a 500r one.”
*he engine vae Luken back one mile end 2 sunvier to the
poet Proc whiel point o red Lieht iz the cupols of the
gabroge wao vigible, The cupole Lisht wrz then extiagulshed
and the reflsetion of $he arprorching hexdlivht on the
supola wiadows of thwe oaboose gould be azen 15 drr lLeasthe
and the full outlineg of the @ boons eosld be asen L0 enr
lengtha.

. Opsr=tins rule +31 of the 5, Louiseden Fronelseo
stall sy re-dg op follows:

*rishin yord Limite the asein trsck
gay Be used profceoting apaninst flirste
eluzs tralns. octond and thirdegiass
and estra treias suet Love withia yord
Iimits prepsred to sbtop, unless the naln

ragk 1g soen 0r ..aown Lo be olewr.®
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The fanterpret:=tira of the oper-ting offisial
nnd the tsolt understanding of the employees, on the die
vinion upon wh'oh the oollisien ccour-ed, is 2h-t under
the «bovs Mile osrz mey be left stanading on "he maln
tr ok within yward 1lisnlts without the proteetion of lishte
ut misht osoept when Tlrsteeless troding nre due,

The st Lemants of the employaes involved sre
in contiiot =8 to whathny or oot the deek Lisht on the
goboose weas buraling 3 the tive of the sceldent, osut row
gaordless of whether the Lizght w=na Durning or not, striet
oozplicnee with opersting rule No. 93 »ould rejulire thet
oxtrn 717 movs within yerd limits propared to stop, and
the responeiblility for sn acoldent of th's gharscter under
thess el rowistancns rests upon the enginemsn oF Lthe ape
prorahing train.

The dlrest ceause of th's ueelden. wes the Pallure
of gglneman Gormas prop rly to obse-ve snd obey the rule
vev raing the govement «f extes tring within ryard iislitse
His limited range of wision, 4dus, 2> he glained, to an laoe
properly sdjusted hesdlisht, rhiol ecould have developed
a™er the t»1 laft Ohlahomn Llty, demended of hin 4 core
reepondlingly Inoronaed derprne of auaution in havling his
traln unie oomplote eontrol within defined yrrd limits,

Fazineman Corpan entersd the seprvige -2 Piroman
in July, 1902, -nd waz promoted %o spgineman in Hov-mber,
1505, FEe was Qlemiessd o the sarvice in April, 1910,
for reaponsibility in sonnsction with = sollielon, but
wrg relastated na onginemen in Auguedb of the rame yoar
and rod Peoelved domerit morks cuoe singe thet time fop
repponsibiliity in oonneotlion «i4h an meocldent, At the
tine of the meclrent ke had be2n o Suty =bout 13} brurs,
aftar a rest paried of & hours 30 minwes, fallowing s
previous tour of duty of 14 hrurs,
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