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la re investigation of *•« -.isjoideat *hioh ooeurr#D 

oa the *3t, Loule-i^n *r nelaoo Bftil**n? ftt 
»:nyder, Okie., Sept**ab*»r 14, 1917. 

TT0V*mbeT 7, 1917 

Oa tfept-mber ! i , 1917, tho * -• <->a a R E r-*ad 
collision B*»tv-OAA T ^ o FR&JUht tr--lne *>A T H - « i . *«oui*-
Bm ? R N C I A O O • 1%-ny -<t i>NY;5cr, ^kl/s«, -h S«h R E S U L T E D 
la th« D A T B of o'- employee H»-1 tba Injury of O N A E M ­
ploye** A F T N R I N V « » A T I F / % t i e a O F th! a A C C I D E N T the Chief 
O F the 3ur«au of >>• : > T Y report* as follow** 

The CM eke eat aub-divialon O N "b'cb tbie ne-
oidest occurred is n sin.wla-traek line running nad 
weat over W H I O H the sovaweat of T R A L A A I * governed hy 
tir,»-i rthle N N D trf-ln or *;ara, no ^rn o * block aimal 
balnf I N use* A T T H A P O L A T of A C C I D E N T • »4 for N E W E R * * ! 
mile* to th«« e- « T th* T R S E ^ ; I S straight ftad th*:•* I A a 
e 1 i fht D E A C E N D L A F *r*<da for ^r»tooun«'7 T R W I N * froa a 
point WOO feat *««t o** th* polat of colileloa* 

Trim 71% w>at( with 76 a*re m%6 anbooaa, in 
cberae of Conductor Vcoi * -.nt 'inr'nwn £ekXey, l*ft §te» 
I N H O R A N City at 1*4? 3apt-N»BOR I 1 . A KON - lo i* I A 
this train E O N T A I N L . t r OO ' ? l h-wim-' *»valo?ed ;* B R O K E N * I R 

?ipe, S W I T C H E D to tha R^-t? B * I ; ' . A * T H * et:aoo«« «t 
aupa, 9<U& ail^.n weat of Oklahoma City and w*.* H A U L E D 

in. thi* POOL t i on la T H « * tr-.i* T O *>».y..*R, Ot.!**, Th!* Treia 
• - R I V E D A T isny S * R , A t-.• rr»!N* 1, n% 4*00 a* a* £ E P T « » B * r 14th 

A N D S T O P P E D on the M A I N tv**** J U S T ©&i$t O F T H E I*. £. Ik 
S* *?> t?41ro::D ero.vsin?., the R W R O F T H « T R I L N etaatilajg 
5,t? • f « * T I N N I D * O F th* Y A R D Halt bonr£f et whioh point 
T H * engine *'«•> out loes~ frost T H * T R S L U .tad >ut *WE ,y , tbe 
nnrker* w«r- removed, 6h« er«w r*ll«v«d r*nd both br>k*<*> 
men retired in tha «abooee for ale^p* 7bii the traia 
* « ® A T N N D I ? v £ « T this loeatlr-R, it *"ir> struck bv * M T L R A 713 
v.-- at, * T 5*30 *»* a. 

• : - . ? T R « 71'? " • ©t V ; I F ?0 car-* âd E « B O O A E # loft 
Okiabom City nt 6.10 f i . A , I ' . * E P T A S T > F - - i l , Is charge of 
Conductor sî aca sad lafinemen Onrmna* It pa?ft^ L » W T O A # 

Oiclm,, the 1 -sit ©pen T«l**T*ph off ice, H.? O ! L * » ^aat 
of Snyder, E T e, aad N T 5."V> . R . oci :H«d 1th 
the tr^in of oxtr»> ^ l i , « » H I oh B A A N left A T A N D L N , - - on 
the T T A I N traoV' N T Cay>i*r* ' T TH*S tiae of the © O L L T A F O A 
it darte âd rf«y w«s just ' ^ F R L N N I A F tc hvmk. The 

http://eontainl.tr


<r*»th#r *••» elesr, 
V 

The force of the collieion B E A T two front cad 
braEEE of «np!n» 71'< *nd badly dawned T W O care «md T B © 
C A B O O S E O F tb«» F O R ^ r d tr-Io eaueln*-? th* deatfc O F one 
^ A D Injury O F the oth'-r braxewen who were aeleap in T H E 
c<tboo«e« 

Fĥ r-̂ often, G . - I R R W M , of » ? X T R * » 713 W E T , eteted th*?t 
hia online © - J U L P P ^ D **lth eu electric ha->dll.«'ht, Jsat 
the liftefc wa*« »c»**hftt O A T of rHJuet&ent, throwing T H E 
fâ fS u;*WNrd I S I T M I ! E F atr*>if'ht ah»»-d* ise hart w e an 
effort T O P R O P E R L Y adjuet I T -»t U;io*aeh», slice 
eeet O F S N Y D E R , B U T found I T S T U C K and W N S u.-V.ble T O 
correct tb» T R O U B L E . ii* atatad' T H T hi a T R in V * A D R I F T * 
isf nt a A P E E D of **bout 15 »ii*>» A N H O U R r?sains T H ® 
vfbletllnf, bo r4, located Juat W # A T O F T H E Snyder /-trd 
L I M I T boar«d, b«rln^ A B U T O F F ataam -.t T H © toK ©f tha 
H I L L eb-ut one a'le *.nd u htlf eeet O F T H T :-o'fit, >nd 
wee W V L U G p T O S ml lee FIN H O U R when H « * n*w T H E R* *F I« r ~ 
tloa O F H I S betdllt'bt O N T H E T I F T G I F of tbe C © B O « S E ehe&d 
Of him* at ami eh tine be » d e a A E R W L C © applio tli a O F 
T B E br'fcee, then ebeefvinti tht>t T H E o re w«re clotcr 
than he had thought, ho sarle an emergenoy ej-pli-t i'-o O F 
T B * ' br-^km m& R E V E R S E D tbe ea?tne« 31s trMa cowlag 
snout 6 milee m H O U R whenv tbe C O L L I S I O N oeourrad, T B E 
epeed hawln? radonee* wary lit t le, I T hewing *evalo;}eo> 

thet the E « R E were O N L Y about 6 ear leapthe « W « Y « H E A 
he first eew T B ® » * % $ I A E M « N Carman eteted F U R T H E R T H A T 
B L A U A ^ E S T A N D I N G O F tbe : r »RD L I M I T ml* thet H I E 
tra!n should a;'pr©*oh auoh P O I N T S U N < J ® R orntrol ftspeet"* 
L A T T O flad the S S S I I triok obatruotad **nd H E raady to 
etop, N N * I thought th«-t ha did ao Invtbl a L N A F « A C « » Ha 
further et«a,*d th^t TH#r*> w«e n" li»ht on th* ©«H©o®# 
-ad t-bft the gondola o r on tb* raar, betas? low*- than 
tbe echoes* e» wa» N O T A a, causing him T O ad a Judge- the 
dlstaaoo* 

Cn duct or tfance, O F " S T R N 71?, et.~-t d Th t th© 
Cr'**ae o?. B I N tr- la V e nil ^ O R K L N I " , H';vlnr toated 
them «% I.a T O N , H# he rd h*» enfIneainn aoun«i tha **.lntl* 
algaal for S N Y D E R et^tion, ni«o the » M » T I * 8!;.:n-'il for 
a weetiaj? point *t %yd«r, sruT B I S train »̂r< ;;ovin,< stbout 
6 allaa an hour nt th-st ti~e. ha did aot .-m v̂ tha col l i -
aloa h*>* ocaurrad untf i ' « ' T » R he left h' .* cchoose 
nd fcenrd tha Or .keann hollrr. &v V.-.ou*\t th« »to 

at-de for T F T » » r^llrofd cross! air «N*3 It ea»aed to hin th - t 
T B E br-kee fe«d ba«n eppli<'4S B Y A B O U T two r^duotl AS? of 
the elr. Conductor Sin ace etaf :d further th-t hte 



train had been. appro chSti.<: y^ri ii&ite et ;dl t-ointa durfn. 
tbia trip un-l̂ r control e x p e c t t c find ©*rs on tbe mln 
treok md did not think th* spead entering thie y rd a* 
eieassiva, end thought th<*t the traia cc:id h*v* been 
stopped within th<* rnnga cf vision. 

8r*Jt*Jt*& S»itb» of extra 713# atated that ap-
preaafeiaft %y4er b* *ea riding on the left aide of the 
«ra,flae lookln* abend* the elect He headlight mw burn-
ia* htlt the raya of ll«rht were ahiataf upward ia*t*-*d Of 
on th* track. He aaw no decX lifht buralac* but by tb" 
r*fl'Ction of th* baedliaHt. oa tha windows fee aaw the 
eaboo)**, when about 6 ©*.r i'eacth* distant. *t rhiaa time 
they -er* eovln*? about 6 alias an hour sad ta* mginmtm 
applied tfcfi brik«*« Tha *tat*A*i»t of ftrwaea %«§wa# of 
extr*- 7 l \ wee practically tho ®*&e a® tb*t of Sr^kenan 
W t H . 

C"ndtiator *ood» of axtr* 71$, atated that ftporn 
arrival *t Snyder he w<*nt to the office to ywaiatar* hi® 
aagia* vre* mit la ®e froa tha tr*!n and tha h*'*e>*ne< of 
twin l«ft standing oa t of th* rHiramd eroaeiag* 
As he w-̂ r. r^tuminp to hi« e^boeaw to go te bad fee »mt 
extra 71 1 approaching* For tbi a rrceon when h* *»"<« with-
la about ?6 c;r length* of his a booe**, h* /t*j*p*d out 
in th* fl*ld mi *aw tb*i tht d*ck ISffct in tb* top of 
the cupola of hi-* ©-boo.** *-e* burning. He he*.rd c-ttra 
713 whistle for th» atetion *e rll tm the m* tin* >>oiat 
el<m*l «pproatihln*u Snyder, and saw ita he -dU p.ht bwralaa" 
brightly. Re at*t*4 th^t lt euato&ury to !*?»*» tbe 
train on the mala tr»t<jk <h*a toi."! to do so by tb* yard-
•'<*t^r nt l»ewtertt *ad at Snyder, but th % the dee& ll.£ht 
of the a boo a a la *lw*y« loft burning. 

9*»Uc«n*n Rasaey* of e -.tra 71S# at*t»4 tb-̂ t they 
arrived -st **nyd«r about 4.10 a. uu -»ad t̂oppad Just *a*t 
of tb* railroad crowing. cut the en^iae off and after 
putting it a*-~ay w*>nt to th* ©aboo-ne, a-rivta* there about 
4*15 *• as* ?f«* at at ad thet upon goiag into tht- e*sb©e« be 
remarked to Brakenan K imams wbo !- e nlao la ta« eabooa* 
"You did Tiot ie«ve your Maimer* burnta* did you?* to *fe$*b 
Williams repllad, M i o # but 1 loft th*. €ee& lifbt burning,w 

l e then felt ***** in retiriae ^*f' not l-oak to *?># i f 
? t* d»ek ISsrht waa aoralSfS* Ha at rat ad that aft^r tbe eoi-
ll»loa âpiaeaiaa Onrrâ a told hla th« t the r«ya of th* 
headiisht >*er« foous^d up. th^t tb* firat thin*; be 
noticed the blur of the light on the cupola window* 
imd that be thea »«de a aeiTlee application of the brake* 
aot rae.li7.ini: that be wa» ao elo»e» but when be mw» in 
alftfct of tbe ooal C'-r he applied »»ll the air* 
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-4* 
YnrdUAster Mlllng^r atnted th t he vers la tha 

depot wh*»u eitra 7li atoype4 Juxt aaat a f tha rrllroad 
cresting **ad aa tha -a waa ao mm ia tha yard for tho 
traia, ha out a n 1 gave tho erew a eignal tr, aot tho 
eaffiam off, reli"*e4 tho erew nad roiio4 upon tha yard 
Halt bo?-.rde to protoot tha tr' in, e-r.oept against f irst-
cls^r, trains# ^b«» t r •! n bed 'D standing ia tha posi­
tion about on* h^ur and th'rty aiaut when tho O ' . ' l i iaies 
occurred. About 5 minute* before th® accident oeeu<*re4 
b# noticed tbo daefe light on top of th* onboose showing 
a urcea li^ht to tho front, tsit k t w a thet ti- <* and 
tho tl^e of collision *es eouth of tho i^oiat rf col l i ­
sion, aad bad so further oecasl .a or opportunity to no­
t ice the light * Bs 8 » extra 713 approaching «nd eaw 
en* rite fly fro* under tha engine when within * or 5 ear 
l « f t b « ef the eabeoee te i f the air br kee had b*na ap­
plied about that ti^e* 

la$ia« 713 »"$ 9;u' j.-,;cd with a Pyl* Rational 
Sleet rle he <2lit ht of 1000*v.«neie po**r, iiaater tfeoheftlo 
Wilcox n̂d" fiendii^he Inapeotor tone*, stated th-t the 
heed light wae inspected !a the pr'-aoaoe of amitncjMui ft»r» 
s»a "-art found to ba in ..;acd oosdlttoti Just b far** lowing 
tba rouhdhouee at Ofclâ env* City, na4 trawei*;»,.: J'osinrer 
Hill ateted tb t aft-r the eollieloa the ne dllfljht wi,s 
e^ain inopeeteft and found t© ba in good ooadltlitt «md 
mo Adjustment* were neeeee".ry« 

Derinf the investigation * teat to 4#t«3r»!ae 
tbe -view obt»ia&bla was » 4 i nt th* scene of th' aeeldent 
et a cerreepond'lnf t ifo Its the rtomln^ *dth the esme kJad 
of #,"TUip»ent, wiat eeb^ose and co^l ear and ea *nglhe 
equlppon with as eleetrio headlight termed w«t r>oor one»w 

*bc eaffifte ws.® tefcen bach cne wile end e quarter to the 
e..ft f r o s i . whlcfe point e red light la the cupel*, of the 
eeb-."09*- wa 7lcible« The cupole lirbt *»** then axtlagulnb^d 
^ad the reflection of tfce V-'pro^ching- hevUl' ht m the 
cupola windowe of th?- e&boose couli b« 15 e^r lengths 
and th? full outline of th*" c-booa" co-ad ha *e«u 10 c*r 
1earth** 

01? a--tin,-; rul'- v,1 of the St, L&ui •aclaoo 
limit'!re*d» .«» follows? 

•Within yf.rd il.tlto tha tee in trnek 
sjay be used protectln<% against first* 
ci^^s trnlne* Second aa<? thir4*olAee 
mi, extre traias auat -v«owe uithia y"rd 
limits prewired to stop, unie»t th* ,%ain 
tr?.c« i» teen or j.r.o^n to be clc^r,** 



Th* iatorpr*t?ti^a of th* op*<* tinp ©ffielal 
and tb* tacit understanding of th* eiipl©y®«a, on th* i t -
vision upon *fc'oh th* collision eeou*"**1, i s taat under 
th* bov* mil* aar* «*y bo laft standing <n h* s*ln 
tr ok nitbia yard limits without th* pretention of ilrtita 
st B l e s t «©apt when fir*t**l«as tr-*.a* a:-a due. 

The atntwaeat* of tha employee* iawolvad *r* 
la eoafllot «s* t o whatfear or ao t th* dec* It^tst on t h * 
eefeooss wan buralm? at tba ti e of th* accident, but ra* 
a&ralsss of wfestbvr tha l i g h t waa burn ̂  a*- or a o t , strlat 
O'.mplienss with oasratlag rui« Mo. 93 *euld re-;ulr* t h t 
©rtrs 711 nov* within yard limit* pr*p*\r*4 t e atop, aai 
t h e responsibility for an aeoldeat of th!* there ster Hinder 
thea* oireju&iatanee* r«*t* upon th* eitgla«maa of the « p * 
pronohiag train* 

*?h* direst seu$* ot tht* aceidea wee tha fftllu; 
of n̂Ainemaa G'.nsea prop- rly to obaa-t* nad obey tn* rul* 
f-evmlafc tht aov^aant c f *xtr«* t r ' l a i within ynrd lissit** 
Ri* limited rang* of *l*lon, du*, a a h» cl'tlaed, to an im* 
p r o p e r l y ndju«t«d headlight, wM eh oould har« developed 
after th* t rai loft Oklahoma City, d*3usnd«>d of hie H oor-
resvondiaply Increased derro* of option in bavins h i * 
train aale ooepiete control within defined yard l l»i t* . 

Kn«iA«(aaa Ceman *mt*r«d t h * e»rvtee fa fireman 
in July, 190?, »nd wa» proaoted te eagineann in •ovmss-rt 
1905* H# ^a* dismissed fr^. tha »«ryiee In April, 1910, 
for responsibility In connaction with a oollieion, but 
v»s reinstated as en̂ lasmmn In Auptft of the **»* yetr 
tad hud received demerit a arks one* siaaa thet time for 
reapoaiifeiiity in connects ©a with aa eaeideat. At the 
tin* of the aeoltsat h* had b**n o duty *ibout 15 b<ur«, 
after a rest per iod of d houri 10 otlatttes, fsllowi&ft a 
pr^Tloi** tour o f duty of 14 ivntre. 

K.CJt* 


