February 24, 1915,
In re: Investigation of asceldent which agourred
1irand

on the 3t., Louls & Sen Pranelseo Ra
8% Olathe, Xane,, on Januayy 8, 1815,

en Jemuwsry 3, 1015, thers was a dersilment of & frsight
train on the St. louls & San Franolsgo Rpilroad at Claths,
Rans., vhich résulted in the death of £ employees, I perecn
gerried under contrsot and 1l traspassnr,.

After investigation of this sosident the Chief of the
Divislon of Zsfety raports sz followat

The 8t. Louls & Sen Francisee Ballropsd between Nansan
City, Ho., snd Olathe lg o double track llko, while from Glathe
goush to Fort Beott, Xans,, 8% lz & alngle track line., Traln
Hovementa are togted by the sutommtla blook sigmral eysten,
the norasl positlon of the signale belng danger,

The trein involved in this aceident, train Ro. 1398, wan
en route from Esnana City, Mo., to Fort ssaﬁE, Eanag. It aotie
aigted of 24 loaded box osrg and & caboose, haulsd by logsumetive
Ko, 1292 snd was in charge of Conduator Reynolds and Englnemen
theney. Az it approached the home algnsl, fmaedistely north
of uwhere the rosd chenges from double $o alngle teack, which
polnt 1s sbout 400 feat nerth of the station st Qleihe, the
sionel was 1o the danger pousition., %he trafn slowed dowa aad
before psaching the sipgnal 1t changsd So gauiion, the epuarator
having lined up the switch, st the end of the deuble traek,
for the southhound movesent, snd lLaving dilsplayed the train
ordayr board, the dluplaying of ¢ 1o hoeprd ssusiny the siznal
to indleate sauiiosn instend of nlacr., The train then procueded
to the water crsne 1,3 fast nouth of this 8 shera it
remalngd for sbout ten minutes wsl Loy orders and
%e%ﬁing water, X% thon moceadad o 1te southwerd and at
118 pum. wae deralled at an open wre switoh abomt ZAGD feet
gouth of the woter oransz. ThHe westhey whs ¢lear.

Beginning at the wster orons She frack s stralght for &
digtanoe of TOO feat} there iz then a Swisgree ourva leading
o the right sbont 1,907 feet In length, followed by another
tangent ebout 800 feet lons, There la then o I~degrse curve
to the laft, about 200 feet in lengtl, The wye gwitoh &1 which
thig sacldent ogourred la at the end of ﬁh&uwgﬁﬁhgrta curve,
the wys leadinpy off to thy right.

The angins trgvelsd n distance of about 1BE Teat slfter
being deralied snd then went down an enbsniment 2 anst glde
of wye, turning over on its pight aide, owu Engineann
theney and Hrgheman Horrell, who wae riding in th2 esb of the -
enging at the tise, Tha tender wag derasiled on the west side




D

and wos dameaged to & considersble extent, The first gar in

the srain, which wea esrrying atock and hougehald gouds,

under the gupervision of a cepe=taker, bBudkled and was come
rletoly demolished, k&lling the gare-taker, a4 woll 2z &
geventean year old boy who wes Biding in the car, The wraghegs
of thiec car wes destroyei by fire, which pewobebly startisd from
the stove, The second car in the tradn wee derallsd %o tha
ezt bloaking the smalin llne, while the third asr wne derrilad
to the weat and want doun the emband

ity f t,_

Exaninatlon of the track showed the first evidence of the
derallment to be flsonge merks on the guerd rall, 75 feet In
on the wye from the switch paint and dlereatly dppoeile Uis rrig?
These rlnn§g marks showed on the ties for 30 Isoet farthsr south,
tha track then helny tofzlly destroyed te the polnt shere e
enzine and oarg wame to rest, Thezs wmarks were sviimntly male
by the deveilmant of the losomoative, followed hgﬁ;ﬁs buokling
and Jdarsilasnt of the first eer in the Swealn, switoh i{tegalfl
wes in good condition,

Flremon Wellsr stated that Just hefope reschlng the polnt
of asclidsnt he was jutting in & fire and en looking ahasd exw
thant the switch wes throwm., He called to the sngineman to epply
the amer%snay brares, whlch was done. The engine ran 1n on the
wz;ﬁaban 90 feet snd turnsd over. He satlwated thni at thia
t the traln weg 60 feet from the awitoh. R was posltlve
that the switch lamp wag extinguished,

Condustor Reynolds stated Lthat at the tlze of the derpllument
he wag in the cawvoee, The first indication he had of ihe
doprailment was when he Lfelt the lepr Jusa to the alr brakesg be
applied in emeryensy. He at ono# went Lo the forwsrd end of
trein and found the swisch lasp sxtingulshed, lhe awlich thyown
ftor the wye traek, the lever in the eooket, end the loek and
lock pin on the ground near the batiom of the swllch stand,
lio gatinated the apesd of the traln to kave heen betusen 15 and
18 miles psy howr, Hls statozends wers cogroboreted by those
of Flagasn Benedlot snd Station Agent Slsaen, Unleas in
pocresslon of & ewitol key, the lock oould met B opanasd Ny
sny sne without belnz forded open, and Srakeman Bongdlot atatad
that there was no evidence of the loek having besn foresd open,

Opsrator Narrsll stzted that when he saw trein ¥o, 1358
spprosching the hows sipnsal he threy the awiteh at the and of
the Jouble trmek., The train-order bhonrd was dleplayed and thie
caused the home slrnal to ahange from » to geutlon, fThe
glgnala worked properly bath hefors snd efter the seeldsnt, He
fordther atated thwt e southbound frelzht train pasnéd at T30
Deile, witBout stopping, uwsing the sene tresk afterwerde used by
traln Ho, 135, Thers wasz no ather trein or treln ckhew In the

ard between the tisms that troin pesasd and the time tesln Ho, -
Of weg derslled.
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