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February *9X5. 
Xn r«t Investigation of accident which. A#*B*r»4 

4a th* 3t* Iritis & % n Francisco R&Ilrced 
At QlAthe, £&ne»# on January 8* 1 3 1 5 * 

On January 9 » X 9 1 S T there ISAA A d«r&£laeat of A freight train on the gt« touis ft San FrAnolAfto %ilro*d At Ol&tha, 
K A I I A * , whioh rA suited in the destji of £ employees, X person 
carried under contract And 1 trespasser* 

After Investigation of thi« accident the <M»f of the 
Blvlaion of Safety rsporta AA followsj 

The St. Louis & San Francisco $Ail£o&d p*tw««n Kawsaa 
City, Ho*, and 01 a the is g double tracfe line, while &*@& GXotfcA 
south to fort Scott, X m $ n t At Is A vlngle t**c& line, frain 
Boveraenta Are protected by the autossatlA blo«k al&A&l eystcs*, 
the nortasl position of the signals b«in& danger* 

The train involved in this Accident, tjwtin So* 1 3 & , m s 
en route froia Kansas City, lfo«, to fort soott, I A H A * It oo»*» 
sifted of 84 loaded bos c&rg and A caboose, b&ulAA by locoiaotiv© 
So, 1 0 J & an4 was in charge of Conduetor ^gynaldg And Sftafinemn 
Cheney* As it Approached the home al̂ AA!* lisma&lAtely north 
of where the roed changes frora double t9 tlttgU taraafc, which 
point i& About 400 feet north Of the AtAtion At OlAfcha, the 
signal was In thA 4 A A S A T position* Th* %m&a Aloved &otm And 
before reaching the glgn@X it changag to AAUlion* the operator 
bavin® lined up the switch, At tho snd of fife* dteabl* tr&efe, 
for tbe southbound movement, and Having &lffpl&y«& the tr&I& 
ordbr board, the displayins of t 13 bdsr4 AAusing signal 
to in&le&te caution instead olaar* Th« traitt th©n rrocaetled 
to tbe w&tsr orsae l,eoo feet ̂cutb of till* * 1 § # A X ud&arA it 
r®n^In®& for About ten minute* fifing for tawosi AtfSArs A M 

fetting water. It than nrocsaaed on its mi *mtftmr& Afld at 
tl§ p.is* %K&e derailed at m open Awit#& About £800 feet 

south of the water A T * A S * Th© m&^mf m& A I A A * * 

Beginning At th« vatar eran« she track 1A straight for A 
distance of TOO feett there is then A SHtAgra* «urvA leading 
to the right about 1 , 0 0 0 feet in length, followed bar Aftothea* 
tangent about <300 fe«t Ion;-;, Thar* ia theft ft 3~dAgrAe curve 
to the left, about tm test in length* The wye #vltoh At which 
tbis Aoeident occurred is at the end of this i M t A g W curve, 
the W V A leading eff to thsj right* 

ThA engine traveled A distance of About ISŜ 'fAAfc after 
being deraIIed §nd then went down An AabAnluseiit \m she «aet si&A 
of the «ye, turning over on Its right aidA* arusMri& gnginesaA 
Ohcney and apAlcê n Rorrall. vho WAS rldlin^ 1A tbe o&b of U\Q -
engine At the %lmw The tender m& deraiiA«i AA the *r@8t side 



and ms daiaasod to a considerable extent. She first oar in the train, which was oarrying a tank and housonoid goods, 
under tho supervision of a cara-taJter, buakled and wns, eos** pletely demolished, killing the oaro»-t&k*r> m well ns a seventeen year old hoy who waa hiding in the ear* fhs wr«eka$o of this car was destroyed by fire, whioh probably started froa the stove, $ns second cnr In the train was derailed to the east blocking the mln line, sshile the third oar was &er«iiftd to the west and wont down the eabankjasnt* 

Hxaainatlor. of the track showed the first evidence of the? 
der&iliaant to be flsnge (scrfes on the guard rail, ?5 fo#t In on the wye from the switch paint and diireetly oppogit© the frog* 
tfraae fiance marks showed on the ties for SO feet farther south, 
th© tr$ek then being totally destrayod. to tho point where ths 
engine and oars easio to rest, These atftrks wore arlSnntly Mtdo by the dersilroont of the loowaotlvo, followed by the buckling 
and &arallssnt of the firtt oar In the train, fhe switoh Itat&lf 

In good condition* 
Fireia&n Waller stated that Just before ro&ehlng the point of accident he was patting in a fire and on looking ahead saw 

that the switch was thrown* He called to She englnemn to &p$ly 
th© ejtergonoy brakes, which was dons* The engine ran la ©s tb* 
wyo about 30 feat and turned over* $e oatlmted that at this 
tlise the trmln SO foot from tho awl ten* Re wmn peoltlvw 
that the switch lafsp extinguished* 

Conductor Reynolds stated that at the U M of the &«r®tl«ent 
he was in the oabooa*. *fee first Indication he had of the derailment was when he felt tho Jar duo to tho air brakos being applied in estergenoy* He at ones went to the forward end of the train and found the switch latsp extinguished* the ewltofe thrown 
for the wye track, the lever in the socket, and the look «nd 
look pin on the ground near tho bottom of the switch stand* J?e est ins ted the apssa of tho train to haws been between 10 and 
IS alios per hour*. His stateaents were eorroborated by those of Plagasji Beno&lot and Station Agtflt Sloan* Unless in 
possession of a switch key* the look could sot be opened by 
©ay one without being forded opan, and Srakeoan Benedict stated that there was no evidence of tho look having boon f oread, opftn* 

operator B&rrsll stated that lafeea he saw train So* 135 
approaching the hoao signal h* throw the switch at the end of 
the double track* the tr&la«»order board waft displayed and this 
caused the home signal to ohange from danger to s^utlon* She 
signals worked properly both before and after t&e^ftoeidsnt* Ho 
further stated that a southbound frei|$it train passed at ftZQ 
P+m.t without stopping, mlng the sa&e traok sfwrwards used by 
train 3fo* 13S, thero was no other tr^in or towlit-erow in tho 
fard outworn tho tlffi© that troll* passed and the time trsln -Wo*-55 wes derailed* 
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sa<i atat*4 tbat Ldtnt on t&t Station rorfsaii x . ... ... ... .. ,, 
• ~ teat M $H» ®r**ton« Ajar* J , 
_ _ _ jtso $>*«* oil Hit FAG w ffi* IH&sJ fte»~Xigbi «*« fttliai bstraiaf* M # r *te* f M t e t j * * oil 

In T H O laapj fe» again ligM a& It »M %% S £ m S AFT* »lgkt. 
B « D T I O A Jtertaafi Fappai* flifrthtr «te>t*4 tfeet lit Ht»ft 1» * ««r u • N*ar iba earth. «£ f̂ iff M^iMMdtet^fojcMe^f <nal . about 1$ O L A U T B « prior T O T H * flaa* of L H A m e m t w «*a e&stt to T H » roar of T H E osr «uad to §* A L L O V A D T O owae in to 
f«t KAJWB* U* told thasi tft*t al* 38FTII W I N F gain® t<l fe*4 Had that « eeuid not A&ait thaaj T H « Y than G U V T A * south in tho direction of wh«R« to *eoi£*nt oocurr««2U 1 

A. *% J*aa«elX, a farm** *feo lit** fWOf# tUft firon tSsa 1 

eoana O F tha noeident, »tat«4 that H * S * V four A » A TTAIIAIJUT « « » J T the S W I T C H just bsfor* a aost&boittst F M I G F T T trail* 3b£*h. w&s A. abort tJja* DAF0J?e tbe aecl&ANT, MM » *««oa* Uaa» A F T E R that train ba4t p&eaatf. coulft B A T at* *&*t the? wr* ^oiag and &idt not RMMTOTV W H E T H E R o* aot th* awiteh lamp «et« " 
, - ^ T B I A aoQldant V A A O F U S E D B | aft F ^ A N A V I T O H * { M A E O N O L O A L O A 
L A FTUPTHAR AAPPORT«4 B > T R T I A Q I TET t*O A ^ T H J O O U A D TJF»in9 paaaad catatXy O T E R tuis ERTFITOH T R I T M N ana tor A N D t&fcrtr 
RALNATAA P R I O R T O tbia A A R A I L W E F T T , T B E R ^ F I T A T N & T T B E E ^ L T O B * bad B A A N A J C T L A S U I A B A D and TRIE A V I T E I I |oon4 T ^ I R O M tm TFTA 
^FLTTI T H A I A * * R in TBA AOOLCAT aa4 tbft L«AL& A A A ioofe » L » » N t&* — w a r T H A A V L T C H aun^i. iadloat* A Q A A L T T S I V A L F T H A T âia .̂.. wsa A P A I I A D &*llWatelyf A P P W A N T L Y Y I T L I R A L I E I O T I A inttnt. 

DAABLFT T R S O K . If THA tiye switch bssS A P A N T D P R I O R T O that 
T I W A , T H T algnal WOALFT have indies da%«^« 
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