
Hgr&h £3, 1$14< 
XfaTi® Investlsptioa &eci&»»t oft th.e 

an Fobwry IS* 1014, th@r# was & sMs collision 
tuo 3ao.8«*3ff*r trains on th® 3t. Louis 4 Saa 

?x»£ttoisao Hailra^d t̂efrals Junction, $o»4 rfsulttrtg 
th© i n j u r y ft 2& ̂ -osottgprft* Th® trains involved 

in this collioi^m cat bound passsftĝ r timin JJo* C 
on this ̂ afttarn jlvX-slon vnl noptMftsuasl pftssffift̂ J? Strain fJo* 
104 *"»n .'torch's S*P "U^l-Han. 

Trria .lo. 3 i,. charge of Conductor Xoiftt *ral 
£Bgin9a*n ?«ll^loy. Jt 2v*dlad engine {&« m a 
<5onsl«t@*t o f t ' t o >*»̂ -*̂ 9̂ a s , © S R © e&pii* c ^ r , A f « 

two Pulli&rR J I G T W - *̂ *s *,>?«_• j&jje e&raf &#eoii AHft eh&ir cr?r 
w $ * * l t ate**! c ^ f t n * * " ! , ; ! , ! ' n t h s oilman- slse^ys ^sre 
«f ĉ n-istime*, 1 > " ~ f5, 104 w i ia e&grgg Con-

5fo» 105? «n*t cjp.sists.t -x J*-* ̂ 11 ear, on* T»«Sg*3* o*r* throo 
c c s - a ^ i s c , or*** <-!-•£<* * r ^ f ^ t i vuilsaafl sl#«p«s»+ <X2i6 2>uil5jwut 
^la-sr^ <md ons t̂ r- . i , - * : , * ^ var# of woodon soma tima tion, 
mil tLft othor ^ s r i j.i * „ i i 4 tr»«.i« ner*. all &ta&l eonstrue-
fcian* 

^orti *f 1 ^ >3torn JDiYlaloa tha 9t. 
l«CrUl& A "Jen ̂ r̂ ncl'-co v 1,!^? X b e t o w a Upi?ift&£lal4. and Jianett, 
/to,* vn«rn *B th-? J - r l r u f c - O L i i r t a i o a j ia a glngli* trad* 



Xiao equipped Kith automatla bloek eigufila between Monett; end 
Hichois Junction* Oa that portion of th© Hue between flichole 

( Juaotlaa an& 85>rl^f laid, a diotaaoo of 1*7 ftlleo* trains ere 
©pointed by the stoff oy&tojst the tr̂ afc beisjg used hy Doth 
Sastaim end Nort&om Dl^ioiou trainee At lfioftola Junction 
the trto&o of the Sorfchera end Seot&ra Divisions 0 7 0 0 a eaoh 
otker at grade, ssye fcrao&a fonsiag Junction oosaeotioao be-
fewe«m tho t*?o assia traotea* 

On the date of this collision trfitla Ho« 6 left 
l&mett, Mo,, at 10*05 p*m»r 15 aluutes lote« The ftisfcanc© 
froa Monett to Hiohols Junction is ̂ proximately 4,0 ailee* 
Tha train arrived at gleholo Juaetloa oa %im at X1«X0 
p»cu, end ma i&fco the side of train Ho» 10,4 » isjiich at tho 
tls:<5 was pull ins Into the station on route to Kauooo City, 

Traiu So* 1041 fcaotm 0 0 the Koueao City Express, 
loft Sprin&floXd at 11*00 and arrived 0 * jfiahols Junc­
tion at 1X«10 e«m»* oa tinet osd was etruok t»y train No. it 
«1iiio peasiug tho eastern Division Junction mitah ebeut 200 
feet soutfr of the at ion. &igiae 1&Q$ m train JJo. 8 struck 
the 5th from the m$im on truiu 8o* XG4f as all otoel 
ear, aad turued it over at the bottom of * 10~f6ot fill, thou 
ooxuered o Pullsas olo^plug ear la tho roar of the oar first 
etruek and turued it over iu tho *e&o maimer* ®i$iae 140$ 
was turned ov-r on its side* The weather at the time of the 
aooidoat wssa el ear* At th© tS» of the colllaion train Sfe# S 
m o runuiu^ at o ê eed of about 15 mlloe p®y hour* 

lagiUiwrn KoithXoy of train Bfo* 8 etated that the 



*.ir puaŝ  cad &XX Israfce &ppli*ui&«$ ati hie mfid t«ndu» 
w#r® in $9cui aenditian* 3h* rro^r termini1 teat ma&a *t 
Hon«*t b«for« th» tr&lfl dflpprted fro® point9 and tha 
tr*lA hrs&@& w»r« or«rctiiif: ppciperXy. In addition to thia 
t^jml^l test &ngifi*i£&n Eeithlejr m&dt s running test M e 
fcrfrftea a/tar leaving g&na-tf aad faund th® braSt»» in £aod cea-
<Jiti:>n, At Aurora, 13 mll®§ af Hwi*fet» & atati n «to^ 
&$.f$%t m& ftt & rftlXfosd eroding; n short distance ms% &f 
A&TQTSK *B*t*,*r st»? At Billings, A atatioa #Mut 
15 53iX^s of Pic&olfl Junction, a stop HRS find the 
tŷ lis took nilin? to 3i8#t a v'tjatbound tr^in. All th^s© afco-s 
wo*** liad© vitfcout Ufficult;, wid KO tarotifeX* vs« ».*r©rienc©d 
i*. the o?*r**tl a -f tUe br-^er. "n;;ifl«a«& Jfalthle? «ai.1 ti*"t 

^p^r^shlAg rUchai^ h© ihnt* jff rfcaasi &bottt 1»4 siles vest 
Sichola Junction. >Von -.Ma ôlr.t to Hiehola Janntian no 

trr.c't in 5tr^i,~ht mjl St>"< ? l V unabatructaslj tliers* is a 
gr^to 4esounding <sastv*rd 7"i*yi- ; .*i*on .OS to *?5 of 1,4 Tor 

The autonatie Id:...,? 1 I r:cl «y$tftS! botv*(*n Stone tt 
and aprln^fiftb' anda at 1 t \^out a, 800 vest of 
Hic&ols J a n o t i i M * * At tH; . M l c t thar« la located a aemsplw* 
slrnnl vhloh atftnda f.ur -ll, -r. ti:r* 0 nut ion paeltldn and la 
mintfflmC, in ttei\ ^o-iM *r. ̂  -r. -̂ dded precautionary a e s Q t i r e 

for e^tbouiad tr̂ irs* rvo . i t i c Hlshols Junction. It 
tleaatea th© end of th« ^ h ' j ^ w b bid ok terrltrary* B«tvo*n 
Hichola Junction n̂d ;f:.cld "'11 traia ®ov#wnts &m 

tmllsd tfc* fttaff jsrit̂ z. T̂ e conneeting switch Iwtweon 



tha Hortliarn arA &&®t&pn QLvision ia & ft&n& titawm avitoh 

un^&r T H « ©antral O F T H * a t « f f apsr&tef at Iff IohoL© Junction. 

Tr-sia* tppiweckiaff Tlehals Jtmctlon from th® -mst &n routd ta 

^ r l f i g f l s l d e«Ll far K**e T T A F F with 4 «hart b las t s of tha 

^is?tl£, if th® tresis L A cle^r &nd th& steff 1* rwwiy 

f̂ >r -liellwy to th© tr^ln tfc* oppr&tor l ine® tii> tfea G O N N A E T -

ln£ svlt<£I . * R D - N A L - j th** Sr-Itt A H A R D , H A N D I N G U F tho s ta f f 

vnia'i t**& twin to smter tfe© s t a f f d i s t r i c t vltft mt 

S T J T , in£ tr^l*i, A %Xm-»mT(t rula permits a A U T K I N S U ^ s r e © D 

H a l t af 15 fjll&a fop h^ur avsr tli© 0on&#<5tlng switch la fak* 

î C dig awvcsaent, Ir* the et&saftce- of a s ignal fr©.^ T-e itcff 

apsr&lor &11 i r ^ I I I * * -*rs r & Q U I R A D to stop t&for# entering %h& 

s t a f f cor t r o l l e d d i s t r i c t , 

^nrinvmn X ^ L T H L O Y states ts*t Aftar S H I T T T L A F ; j f f 

stasia l»4 ( B I I S U m&t it tsha jalnl of (Delusion lie drifted, t o 

l̂ a yeat ?fte«LNG; lirsaJt sv l tch, V H L E H I s appvoxlttfitftly 34r>3 

f*9*>t Mput i f tliQ J u r . E T I O N f o l n t . Hh»it h® reached this switch 

M s tr*!-) running a t a fi>m& «f fre>M £§ to 40 mil$s rer 

h^ur, Ho *sid TTTPT a t this paint M sad# $ sarvie-# &p'-lic&-

T L O R . of ths by^&s and got a aftart &ra&8 pipe »srh*uct, In-

«lt«-iitin« to hiss tfe»< h* had ao eonnaQtlan to tha 

tr*>in* he r a & L I A « 4 that to «n« without pr$£®r brs&lns 

F O T * ^ 5 K ^ i - T C G I D br'̂ Scs v^lve In ajMrgen©^ pos i t ion . About 

this T I A R A h« ftat,vo«d ths- ha& d l l £ & T af tra in Ho. 104 &I*Trc^vh-L^ 

the stotl.in frora ^ r l n r j f l * l d f "nd sot G * t t l r . G any fttrth&r 

br^Itin^ he* inmdUiu^l^ i*6v«r«>ad his rungin^. rat 

T J T R T ti&a about IS^ * f ae t een of tha Juiiatlon switch, and -



fvillas to- cheek the ir hia train euffloiostly to otop 
before reaching th* tftuietl svltch ho M hia ftrQ&wn Jyispsd 
off ju*$ b*for« tho eolll^ljn >a<mmsd* 

liatoa^nto hy Ccjr.auct̂ r Jtoist, Brokeaatt Sodanske and 
l̂resnstn Mnthloua tr.̂ in Ho. 3 India A to thst Snglaeisan-
Xeit&lep did nit at any ti«« at; 11 for hr«kas nor indlo&te bj 

•Jiiatle si&n&ls? thrs^ the "rcJL;i beyond his control. Engine* 
a**a ̂ eithloy had hsd 11 y^rsr fctperienoe Oa thie railroad, 
ptiA. for § years p&Et h«*d 4one e"JA^id»r«Ul« p&aoenger rutfiniiî * 
% thoroitt̂ ily fMillar with I'm roed end with the operat­
ing rules, ihe widen ih^o that ^rlar to the %im u£ pac$*» 
lag tho rfest evitoh on a?nro aching Nichols Juftotian th© train 
brakes w«r$ efficient* .^-Iii^nrn &&ithley shut off &t tho 
û u»,l ^olat ^nd atsrted ValUu^ his tr̂ iit in the regular 
U% vae "Oi»itiv# in hi* h&l uf tho brake pipe ohut 
off, and at&ri&utsd It to ti.e <?pf»£7 chain an the htiiU onil 
o£ t::e ba£,;ns;<* crc te1'"^:; ^<_- ' tho arî ine OQ^in^ in 
contest 'fith tho r>anle " coc& and closing it. 

brpitft ec«»i:'raerfci a" ; rrM* vn« not dai3&g«& vith re» 
3'Oct £s th# hr*>;s$ ji & i r if? coc&s, o&e Oar Ofll# h^ing 
JGrOl*!* fJU 1ft r*:-< ir. ^ upri^hB position* An a^s^ 
imitlijo of Shis car as "Ei.i si™?* jf tho accident KOUXA have 
dicclo^ed It? oaOiticr*. - in- Kaithlsy reeoived ao in-
ju^i^s and *̂ oeeeae-i to i-;_„Jî ifl shortly efter the &eci~ 
\m\% without ra^klur; ->n ~ti'K"** ta fSnci the QSUSO ef'̂ the "sll̂ iud 
br^&s failure* He roturn^l to ŝ s <*£$ao of the &eoident r-vbout 
five hour? later for tho ur"3«o string laepeetlani but 
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In tha wanitlae vltli tL» «ce4!i?ti«tt on* baggft&« esr nil of 
the equipment in train 3 run ©a $&&t ia train* ?h* 
brs-w rod sn&le cocks *n the b&$$ai® oar srMeh had b««j 
loo tad l&a«dl'%tBl» behind sn̂ iri© 14Q0 w«ro i!t&2«ct*d by 
£n£inLoifi&n ffaithl«7 on hia return tc Kiefcola Jtanotioa &i*d 
f ourtd to b$ ia 3004 condition with the *xwptian ttunt th* 
«n^I« eocfc an tlî  farvgrd sf thu en? waa loo?r# and assy 
to turn. 

3ureriHt$iideftt 3isins M&gtgy Heoh&nle Abbott 
rezcA&il %Wt sĝ r* af 1^ ̂ rsck vithm an© hour a&d thirty 
^inutsa tfter its ^ecwsvemcs* ^ni <aad« a thorough insr-ecti jh 

jf trie */yjift« ind trnia* They found nothing yt?mg «itft ti» 
br^e gqis Quaint* Cfewii08iaft'8 inai^otora srade a careful 
iris: •action & thspcmgh t«t ths srfdt^ chain dft this 
^ C C " ^ *he end: the car was «<£«5.pp®& ulth a 
•seif-loftAift̂  -iji-ief cock i:ut th« f&rvard #sd a^ul^ad with 
« najfl-iocjsir̂  hcn-Ue vhiah waa faund irt food acadltidn, tha 
hnidla ww'cing- aoŝ â l* w* & evidence th**t tft* a^laty 
eh' in hsd b&ea striking th<s .triple c$&& handle, and wfeile there 
is a rt&ftaibi&itjT *&*t this cî fct have soeorred is is ratthw 
lnr^ohr.ble. 

3e£srdiR£ the gtateaant of ^ngtnsma Kelthla? that 
h» rsvsrsed hia erring 100" fftat W B * of t&« point -»f eoiii^x ,n 
a o^r^ful insect i >h of th& i-agine tiresj was as&de, esnd thssy 
v^rs foua'2 in condition. Sh#r« ̂ era no flat spots nnd 

nil ev̂ i'eno** of vheels all,* In,';, It <£$eia® v*ry improbable thru 
tl^ #rt£in# couia tow been raver s«d afld spar's tod in tins back-



-7-
motion fop a aist&nco of XQoo fmt at & hX$t rata of 
with ths engine hrskm iset without locking the •whoeia im& 

leaving mm zvitimm of aaa* ths esn&ition of the tires. 
This colli lion M*B cousod fcy the failure of *agiiio-

msn Kaithlsj properly to control M s train ss&ile a^pro&ehisg 
Kieh&lg Junction, kno**ixi% that unSos* eh© rul&« l*e would fo@ 
rgcutlred ta stop #t tJsnt roint, *nd in violation of &ul* $o. 
28 of the St, Louis & 3en Franoifloo lfeilro&& Odspwigr'a sooK 
af miles, vftioh r*m<l® m folla^i 

augt aprvrsach She on,& double tr&G&n jurxtl'Via* 
to ston, unless g&ritchos *UJ4 aiga&ls Figftt and 
£fc& track, is SIG&SV -̂ hers rs-iutpofl toy X w f trainc swat 

3«ls So. 71« vns *\:*Q: « issrlied vith by £ng iniKTBan Seithliry. 
This rule is m fallows: 

9r s £ng triers sas^ *uA;:e s^ifvie@ toofe of &1P frrsXss 
at larst ons alle bftf r^chi^g of Sowblo trnc&a* 
Junatlt.mii, mUro^a *t gra&o, 4r»w fcri&£sa, 
r&cjul&t" atans, a i sJ . before iescetiKHag Jisavy graces. * 

H*tf Cfigineaan £«lthl,>v oa." ll-*': <\ Z'fcqulrsma&ts of 
Hula So» 7Xtf ho voulil ii? v*3 1 natioe that his brsAo* 
v«j*$ into?w&tivo, ccux, w.*.** •stoppsS his txwin lft tiae 
to 9 W l & the collision, i- z ? *ivm gropes* notion to ih® 

tr̂ tft crtsv %y m ^ B j £ is jijja&I#f the train ooaitl h&vs 
beoa stored T»7 'floa.̂s »f a c M-iuctcr* s vslve in on* of t&s 
cnr'J, in tl^o ta a m i . t. ? • c^Mcnt, evoa though t&o p&pa 
bgllintS tKe dariwo % s el;, ^1. 

rh« ft!-rai it\ u :i-' :,ioi*ol5 Junction^ to £tuu*& 
aM«inst g»celfier>ta '.*f tM ' r", '-ivê rs to bo tnode^ur ts. 
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She er^tlan ?l.;a*»l loa&t*i 3500 f*«t w&st th* Jtu&otian 
st tii# of «tu torn tic felaelt aign&l t«rritory is really 
no aafegwi. It sitajilj indieatsa that the tend of autosaatic 
territory his ftsen ri&aahad, an&hles sn!$ii*&sas>« t<3 lo­
cals his position vith r*ep»et to tha crossing at BtGh&l$ 

Junction* Mchoia JUftotira is busy paint, 40 or 50 trains 
dsilj casing thare usin̂ j tha trr.c& tsatsman th&r© 
torlugflaid tuirter tl**© rvotaction jf tha staff, fo provide 
&ti«<]uftta rrotacttias egnlnst collisions of this, tut turd tba 
Cô xtinloi-tiiii; jwitefces at tfic*iala Junction akould fo® iut&r-
lac&od and ^rovldad with derail promotion so fcutt If 
trv-ine filial to nHo? tfc©$ eould Jtot ooieus irivo collision »*ith 
ot *©r trftirija ,tt th* Juno t ion in $&Ia oaas* Eu^iaemaa 
£eithl*s;* Wis aii a^parlandad f&ojsi sind mt &£«̂ tt*t# â planrttî n 
c&n he give*! far hla fhilars perform his duty properly In 
tliir e^ge. Is is tfta aengtHuus «f oplaion that tshoajjjh 
tha yn^la «ocli Iv.. baen turned as sl&isasd by Engines*n K4sith~ 
!«/ ha vaul,; still taw fttsd 4ufflelant braking power an «la 
sn^L*a and taiviar alana to iuavft stored **la toln provlJift£ 
h® „i.ad siMpiioit ~iiih rul® ?1J# ^hl«& js*®f|wir©d him to a 
rarvloe fr^s <f tiU* br^s-t at laaat ana mils fr<J« ths point 
v-û rft lie raqulrsd to stop* 

^©na of tUa aispl̂ 'jaff liiT&lved in tteld aooident 
vaa v-;rlfi. in violation of rmy it tha provision® of the 
hours i>f ŝ rvicja law. 


