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Hopoh 23, 1914,
I e Inventigotion of Accidant on the 2%,

Ytouls & Jxn Frencliocd Reilrosd at
“ fiekelc Junsiicn, Ho., Pebruary 18, 1914,

i oy ouey W W e et S A el

1 Pelmsry 15, 1714, there waz 2 side g¢olliglion
betveen Lwo Nassengsr trelns of the 2%, Louls & dgn
Fronelzao RAsllyond st Hlehola Junctlon, ¥9., resuliing
in th@ti*gury 28 25 ~opasngere. The tralns involved
ia thie oolllsion wers evatbound passenger tenin Ho, o
an the Raatern Dlvlalen eopd noptlbhound pasagnzer Lraln o,

134 an tha arthares Divitlin.

erda o, 3 wes L. ahorpe of Sonductop Molst and

Znginenayn Felibley, J4 ssg peulesd by enpineg o, 1405, wnd

goaglated of v bharsswe oep, ane oomuh, one ehela oasy, and

tire Pullnen leeper~, Tha Broonoe eass, sonch and ehzlir oor

wars 11l 2tE~l caongt.ation w7 the Mllasn ealgsuebo wnrs

P, - -~ LI, LR
BF geten menstmedisa, v 1. L

o
Tustar Iress® el Tnolare o run. IR was heuled by sagine

Ld-h

Hoe. 1057 2nl aongleda

somchre, ont o~fo o, . o Allsen elesper, The Pullnan
alagrey snd ans 3 e oL o ware of woodsn dohstprugblon,

fil tle ather ~z2sav 3 %31 Srsin wepre of 21l gtacl congirude
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Tery mardl . P Lo Testern DMvislon of the 94,

i wes in cherge of Cone

o ooyl 8ary one hezgane gar, thres

Louwla & Yon Jroaniego 0 17eor f botyeen Speingflasld and donstl,

HRe,; "notn 2 the Jeptoe®ia17 aubediydiadon, L2 3 gingles traek
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lino equipped with automstio blook slgnnls Wetween Momett and
Hlohols Juneticn. On that portion of the line between Nlchols
Junetion end Byringfield, a distenae of 3.7 mlles, trains are
oparated by the stall aysbten, the trick being used by both
Iastoern and Northsyn DMvision trains. At Niohols Junctlion
the tracks of tle Horthern end Rastern Divisions ercss eaoh
other nt grade, wyo tracks forming Junetion comnectlons bHe-
tween the two muin tracka.

On the dato of this ovllisics traln Ho, & left
Honett, Mo., @t 10.0% pume, 15 minutes late, The dlatznce
Trom Monett to Nichols Junction iz approximately 40 miles.
The train arrived at Hlchols Juaetion on time at 11.J0
Palisy oud ranr into the side of train No. 104, whichk at the
time was pulling fnto the statlon en route Bo EKansns Qlty.

Train Hos 104, knowa as the Kanses Clty Express,
loft Springfield at 11,00 pe.e, srd arrived ob Nichols Juno-
tlon at 1l.10 peitu, on time, and was etruok by trsin o, &
whila paocning the enstern Mvipicon Junotion switch abous 200
fost south of tha sttt lon. Engine 1408 on traln No. & struck
the 5th osr from the englne on train No. 104, 2o all steel
oar, and turned 1t over at the botiom of a 1C-fdot £1l1, then
¢orpered a Pullmen slesping oar iu $he fear of the car firet
struek zad turned it over in the some manney. Engine 1,08
was turned over on 1ts zlde. The weather at the time of the
asoidont wan ¢leny, At the the of the enllistion t;aln No. &
waa running 9% 4 spead of sbout 15 miles pep Nour.

Mgineman Holthley of $rain No. 8 stated that the
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siyr pump and all broke sppllances on hls engine snd tender
were in good condition, The yrover ferainel teat was mpde -t
Honett before the treln depecrted fromz $hst pelnt, and he
trelin ﬁﬁéhea wers orercting proverly. In additlen te this
tarminel teat Eaglnesan Felthlsy mede s yunplsg test of his

oreien altary lesving Honett and found thae byrakes lo fosd cone

Aition. A% Aurorn, 13 miles #s9t of Honest, a stall s ston wg

mrda, and at o rallposd sroscing 8 shopt dlsfence emst of
scrova onaller ator wes mede. AV B1113ngs, s statlon sbout
15 milsg -t of Dlchele Junotlon, a stop weg made »00 th
tpeln took aLiinm %0 meet 3 wwmatbound frein.,  All fhece ato-z
woeg 2ole wiithout LIfIouls:, wmd no ftrouble wag erpeplancesd
i, the oneretl §n o the br-vwaerc, Thelnesmea Kelthley #zil &0
on zooraschling Hlohals he b o0 stoam shout lo4 wiles sl
of Yichols Jungtlon. From -bla olnt te Hichols Junstlun the
trre't Lo girelindht and bLus ovleocr Lo unsbetrucied; thore Is g
grede deocodnding santerl voryla s Cron W08 to ,75 of 17 for
sl % he sntire Jint-ane,

Tha sutonetieo Lieos 4 ol sysfen batween S0natl
aad Sprinzfisls snda a6 1 3Ll L nhaous &, 800 feslh west of
Flehols Junetios, A% ki let theps 1a loosted a semephora
si-nal whioh gtencg nor -1, n the asution pesltion and la
moainteined in thet no-itin o s =4d4ed precsutlonaey mezsure
for sealbound Weins ~~ vo-o . Lo Glchols Junctlon. It sleo
deaotre the snd af She sn' 0w %o Dlsok terrliory. ’gﬁtWﬁﬂﬁ

“ilehols Junctlon »ad JepiooflLold »1l train movsnents are oun

toullesd o the oioff sootor. e connseting ewlich belwsen
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ths Horthern and Xzstern Blvizlon {4 & hand thrown switch
under the gmitral of the aieaflf oparator a% Hicliols Jenction.
Tealan apprenching "Mehals Junietlon from the west en rouls to

veingfisld zall for the stell with 4 short blests of the

(

hmiatle, 1P the Seeok la clesr and the atef! le ready
far dsllvery to the trein the oprrator lines up the connscte-
Ings gwlisch nd s nals Sthe Sr-in shesd, handing up the siol?
veEilen wmralts the Terin o snter the alaffl Jistrlict vithout
shon, g the terln, A timewosprd rule permliis & moxlnus sreed
Limis of 15 oilee mopr Hour ovar the gonnectlng switalr In nnke
iz sovouant. In the abasnces of & algnal Ifros T-e stclif
aparator all tralis e recuirsd o etor before entsring the
shef? cartroliled Jlstrlict.

saednemsn Lslthley stated tnet aftsy shutliiag 20f
gtasm L,.4 wiles weal o the solnt of gollision he driftad {o
L. ~veat wraning ftreck swilcoh, whieh Ls sprrozisataely 3400
Taes wesl of the j¥retlon roint. Yhen he yoached thde gwitch
Pig te-l9 ez punsning at p snesd of fron 35 %o 40 siles Der
Rowr. Soowpld et at thilc polnt e zade a sarvice op-llooe
Llon »f the Lp-hega and ot & ahort Brake pipe eaxbsust, ine-
Rleatling o him the' he had ao brake-pins sonngotisn Lo the
wrein.  When he pFenlized U2t ha was without proper braklng
mavey o cleesd hls beedce velwe in smergsnoy positiosn,  Alout
thils fime lie potiged 3l hexllisht of Yralq Ros 104 apiroachlsg
the stotlon Tron IwiarTield, »ad nel getting sny fursher
hr-Rins "over Mo lomedletely ceverssd his englne, He sz nt

tans Yime obout 180 feest est of the Junstion selieh, and —
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£2111ing to chenk tha somed of his train eufflclently to stop
beTore Meoching $he Junetl n switeh he and his firvewmun Jusmped
of & Jush hefore e enllislm ecurred,
thatesents by Conductar liclsy, Brakeaman Bodansias and

flremgn linthioum on tr=in Ho, 8 indieste that Englnanan
Lpltihley GLld nov ot any Simg osll for Brukes noy lndicate by
“hlavle algnals Shal the opolin wwz beyond Lile control. Enginew
mra Nelthlay hmd hed 11 yesrs sxperience &n this rallproasd,

wril Fopr O yearg puet hed done ¢raslderable poasengsy rurailiil.
Ho wop thoroughly fosilllar witsh the roed and »ith the onersie
ine pulea.  The svidenee fiows that =plor o the tioe of nooe
lag the rest eviich on anroschlny Slshels Junctlon the tpain
breXxes wore sfrlolent. Jajlosrnca feithley shat of £ at b
waanl nolat end atastad wenlln Bls seeldn in the regular wey,
He wag —oeltive In hi- Dellol that the breake olve wag ahuil
ST, »nd attributed Lt to e sofety ochaln on the bhead and
of %im bapooroge oor lmmeenaly v the snpdne goalng
sontrat <ith the honile -7 7 ole cack and slesing L%,
T baveie eralensndl o7 LD e vwns not dopeged with roe-
5oget b0 the beeks 1 ¢ 1 ¢ Lo vocka, ong €&y only belng
aereilal, snd 1h opere irnee. Lr nougrisht vosition, An oxonwe
natlon of Shiz cur 8% .. zl7s of the moeldent would have
dleslo=ed 1tz ¢mdilicn. ot e Keithley racelved ao lne-
Jarias and spocasdsl 4o Lo 2kl ehoptly slfter the acel-
lent without meiing -~n =070 Lo Find the dause of The slleged

raka Fallure. Be poturasd 5o the gcene of the aocidsnt sbout

Tiva houprs later £8r the ur-sre 2 aekiapg an inapeetion, but
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in the “wantlime with the excarthun of ene beggege car all of
e ecquipmend o traln Yoo 8 wss run on essl o trein.,  The
besie 2o snld angle socks i the bajgege car shlelh had besn
locg=%ed inzedl:taly beahlnd anzlne 1408 were inasected by
Zaginemgn Helthizy on hls peturn to Rlchols Junotion smald
Tsuid 0 be ia sood condltlon wlith the exeeptlion that thn
an ig ek o thw forwerdl and of the eor waz loows and essy
e Lurn.

unepintendent Jlmms ard Haster Hsghanle Abbost
rencaed e geens of Lhe wreck wiihin one bour and thiirty
slnutes after Iin spouppsnee, snl cade o thoprough insrectlinm
sf the ongine and fe-in,  They found nothlag weong «1Wh e
Lpaxe aculvment, The Corvdnsion's ilnspsntors smde a cnrelul
insosetlon ond o hepaurh tret of the o faty chisin on this
WgesgR eer.  The repsr angd o7 the dar was equlinpsd vith =
sgii=lonaln;, snole ook Lut the fopward end wsy gculpned with
2 Aaa=locRirg henile whiekh was faund In rood somditlon, b
SGendle wortlng aorsel,  Thare weg no evidense thet the gslety
ash' In hed been atriilsg the angls enek hendle, and while thoers
Lo g »ogslbilily that this vight have ocoourrsd L1t iz prather
inraobrble,

Reseriing the gtatement of Englinemsn Kelthley thnt
Le pevoradd Bls siglne W00~ fest weat of the polint of @olilizl
a arreful Lps-eetl s of the engite Liresg wes zgde, and thay
wepd foun? in oood sondition.  Thers wora no flat spots and
na avicengs of ~hesls alicine., It sesne very impeobable tios

tos enyine esu'd have besn reversed and opersted In the book-

e —— — A —
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motion for o dlatance of 1300 feat st a high ref%e of apesd
with tha enpglae brskse set =ivhout lecklng the vheels and
leaving some svidence of sz ln the gonditlon of the tlyea,
© Thils eollislon was coused by the fallure of Unglne-
mer Keithley —roperly to contrel his traln while agproschlog
Nishols Junetion, knowlay that under the rules he would be
reculired %o atop »% that Poing, and in violation of Hule Mo,
28 of the %, Louls & Inn Fronciacs Reilroed Compeny's Yook
27 Hulsz, which reads ag followsl
rrelny musd aptronch ke sad of doubles treck, Juseii-as,

rollpond srugsl.gg ol sredis, snd drawbeidges, preversd

o stor; unlsessg e swlitehss and slznels spe right ang

e track 1z alssr,  here rorulved by lay, tralnc must

zion,
fule Ho. 7L wng alee ot ewrrlled with by Enginemon Esltuiloy.
This rule 1s s followss

2 1 = Eagi&é&?a st wnbe sorviee teat of alr breheg

gt larat ons alle befors pe-ulilng end of Gouble trealkn,

Junations, pallrond eoas'nre 2t grade, dravw Lerldgaa,

rezula¥ atoos, anl befare isszeesding heavs grades,®
Hed fnpdrmaan Zalthles oo lisd 0 % she requirenents of
Puls $a, 71o Be would fsvn Lt vl antios that hie Sredies
waprg inonerstive, and ooal . coove sloppad Blg treln Lo tlos
to evold the aoellizlam,., 7 2 :iwven propepr notiase %o It
weadn orev hy mM@sse oFf L 10 sinels, she traln eould Lave
woen stoomed by messs 2 L r ooaductor's velve in one of the
enry, in tiue %o avsi' Tos conldont, even though the brete pdpe
bebind the enpine was cln =0,

e owlneal oloaw sios 03 licholas Junetion, e ruard

a_=ingt seeldents of thi- & %, “nreaes %o be inodegur ta,
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The erutlon sl.oasl logetad 3507 Teet weet of the Junstlion
st the snd of saioostle bloaek sipnal twerlitopy lg msglly
no snlfeguard. &3 slmuly indleaten that the end of automatle
wrellory has baen rsachad, sand enables an englisussn to lo-
ante lils poslition wiih respect to the droasing at Nichals
Junotion, Hlchols Juratisn is & buay polnt, 40 or 40 trelns
willy reseing thers snd wsing the treck Detween thare and
rinsfield under the seotsation £ the atsff. %o proviie
sugquste rrotectlon spmlnsh solllislong of thile anture ths
Cor.zuniertlngr awilehss at Richols Junetlion should bs later-
aehed 208 e rovlded with derall pretsoilna sd Tiax I
trring £4119d %0 2%0m they could Aot cvae into colllslon <4l
ot .ar tralna Al the Junotlon ag in this case. Eugliasmon
folthley wan an axpérlended ion and no adaduate errlonction
gpn he given Tor hia Pllase to perform his duly sropesly in
thir ecege, L0 13 She ownsenzus of opipion that sysn thoupl
tha sngle gosil fw.. besn lupasd az olsilaed by Englmear-n Felthe
Iags he roull 83411 hnvo Nad o sudllelent Drsking Dower on i
snglag and tenler along o lave etopred his traln proviiisng
he .ad gsapliasd lin rulo T, whish pequired him to acke 2
rarvige $eorn F e breieq at leagt ans mile frem the polin
wiwepm 138 waz reculred Lo glen,

“ong of the eaployasg lnvelwved ln thia socldant
vas wekki. oo in vielabtion of nay 3£ the provisions of the

houges of service lnw,




