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M O . . ON J ^ U A R Y 35, 193 3 . 

March 3, l c 2 3 . 

To t h e Commission* 

On January 25, I C 3 3 , , t h e r e was a head-end 
c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n a ~ork t r a i n and a f r e i g h t t r a i n on 
t h e S t . Lou i s - S a n F r a n c i s c o R a i l ^ a ^ near I ' e e l v s , M o . , 
w h i c h r e s u l t e d m t h e d e a t n o f one employee and t h e 
i n j u r y o f one e n p l o v e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f t h e 
B i v ^ r D i v i s i o n ^ h i o n e x t e n d s orL--een S t . L o u i s and 
C h a f f e e , « i o . , a d i s t a n c e o f 1^3. ; m i l e s , i n t h e 
v i c m i t v o f t ne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c t l i n e o v e r w i c n t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i n e -
t a b l e ana t r a m o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l system b e i n g 
i n u s e . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e d 
1 ,000 f e e t no r th o f t h e s t a t i o n at N e e l y s ; a p p r o a c h i n g 
from t h e n o r t h t h e r e a r e ^OV f e e t o ^ t a n g e n t , f o l l o w e d 
by a 2 - d s z r e e c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 531 f e e t i n l e n s t h , t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g near t h e l e a v i n g end o ^ t h i s c u r v e , 
a p p r o a c h i n g from t n e south t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r 
s e v e r a l thousand f e e t . The g r a c e i s s l i g h t l y d e s c e n d ­
i n g f o r southbound t r a i n s . T h e r e was a dense f o g a t 
t h e t i n e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , w h i c i o c c u r r e d a t about 7 .35 
a .m. 

D e s c n p t i o n . 

' o r 1 ' e x t r a 623, h a u l e d by L i s t & G i f f o r d 
C o n s t r u c t i o n C o r p a n y ' s e n g i n e 623, i n charge o f 
Conduc to r Poibbara and Engineman P u t l e r , was engaged 
m h a u l i n g rock f r o ^ an embanxnent l o c a t e d about 3 ,000 
f e e t n o r t h o f t h e s t a t i o n and u n l o a d i n g t h i s r ock -from 
a spur t r a c k o r p o s i t e t h e s t a t i o n , T h i s t r a m l e f t 
N e e l y s at about 7.5Q a . m . , no r thbound , w i t n t i e e n g i n e 
b a c k i n g up and h a u l i n g one c a r , and had p r o c e e d e d about 
1,000 f e e t - h e n i t c o l l i d e d - i t h e x t r a 1347 w h i l e t r a v e l ­
i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o b/v~e oaen about 8 o r 10 m i l e s 
an hour. 
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Southbound f r e i g h t - t r am e x t r a 124' ' c o n s i s t e d 
o f e n g i n e 12x7 a l s o b a c k i n g up, w i t h a s e r v t c ? car and 
c a b o o s e back o f t i e t e r d a r , and a w r e c k i n g t r a i n c o n s i s t ­
i n g o f a n o t h e r e n g i n e , f o u r c a r s and a o V o o o s e , a t t a c h e d 
to t h e f r o n t o f e n g i n e 1247 , and f as in unar^e o f Con­
duc to r Mo r u m and Engineman Mouser . T h i s t r a i n l e f t 
" ' l t t e n b e r r , 1 1 , 6 P i l e s n o r t h o f ^ e e l y s , at 6 a 4 0 a . m . , 
was f l a g g e d a t a p o i n t abcub 1 l / 3 n i l e s n o r t h o f N e e l y e 
b v t he f lagman o f e x t r a 623, p r o c e e d e d a t a speed o f 
about 4 m i l e s an hour t o a p o i n t about 1„000 f e e t n o r t h 
o f t h e s t a t i o n and had s t o p p e d a f t e r e x t r a 323 was seen 
t o b e a p p r o a c h i n g , and ' .as s t ruck by t h a t t r a m 

None o f t h e equipmer t was d e r a i l e d , w h i l e 
o n l y s l i g h t damage ~as s u s t a i n e d by t h e caboose and 
s e r v i c e car o f e x t r a 1247, The employee k i l l e d was 
a d i v i s i o n e n g i n e e r , tho " a s c rushed between t h e caboose 
ana t i s s e r v i c e c a r . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

The g e n e r a l r o u t i n e o f t h e crew o f " o r k e x t r a 
623 was t o supplv a c o a l and w a t e r car each morn ing t o 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n cane c a r s l o c a t e d j u s t south o f t h e 
s t a t i o n and t o supply f u e l t o a steam s h o v e l u s e d a t 
t h e embank lent 3 ,000 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e s t a t i o n , a f t e r 
w m c h t h e dump c a r e 7°ve hau led b e t w e e n t h e ste=tm shovfi/1 
and the u n l o a d i n g p o i n t nea r t h e s t a t i o n . Conduc tor 
Hubbard, o f e x t r a 633, s t a t e d t ha t on t h e morning o f 
t h e a c c i d e n t t h e u s u a l work o r d e r was r e c e i v e d , t h e o r d e r 
i n c l u d i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s t o p r o t e c t a g a i n s t e x t r a 1247 a f t e r 
^ . 3 0 a .n , and a r a i n s t no r thbound e x t r a 1253 a f t e r 8.30 
a.n T h i s o r d s r -*as made c o m p l e t e at 6 . S C a . m . , and 
Conductor Hubbard d i r e c t e d Flagrran Edwards t o p r o c e e d 
n o r t h w a r d and t o not i f v e x t r a 13 i7 t o p r o c e e d e x p e c t i n g 
t o f i n d e x t r a 633 b e t w e e n t h e steam s i o v e l and t h e s t a t i o n ; 
a c c o r d i n g t o Conductor Hubbard, Flagman Edwards s t a r t e d 
a t aoout 8, 40 a..i\ Conductor Hubbard q l s o s t a t e d t h a t 
a f t e r s u p p l y i n g t h e carrp c a r s and pun p i no; s t a t i o n w i t h 
c o a l and w a t e r , n i s t r a i n p r o c e e d e d no r thward t o w a r d s 
t h e steam s h o v e l a t about 7 .3o a . m . , ^rakeman Smith 
a c c o n p a r y m g i t , w h i l e he r ema ined at N e e l v s s t a t i o n t o 
p r o t e c t a g a i n s t nor thbound t r a i n s . His f i r s t k n o w l e d g e 
o f t h e a c c i d e n t —as when eng ine h23 r e t u r n e d t o t h e s t a t i o n 

EngmeLan p u t l e r , o f e^ t r a c 3 3 , s t a t e d tha t he 
had jus t p a s s e d a r o a d c r o s s i n g ~ n c n i s l o c a t e d a l i t t l e 
mors than 100 f3et fro™ t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , - i en he saw 
t h e t 3d markers o f t n e caboose o f e x t r a 1347; he then 
a p p l i e d t h e independant a i r b r a k e and r e v e r s e d t i e e n g i n e , 
but c o u l d not s t ep m t i m e t o a v o i d t h e c o l l i s i o n . He 
s t a t e d t h a t on account o f t i e f o g , h i s r an^e o f v i s i o n was 
r e s t r i c t e d t o a d i s t a n c e o f about t - o car l e n g t h s , but as 
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he " a s no t mov ing a t a speed o f more than 8 r u l e s an 
hour he though t he Co1 I d s top w i t h i n t h i s d i s t a n c e . He 
was e x p e c t i n g e x t r a 1247, but d i d n o t Know t h e v ' - e r e 
making a back -up movement and was e x p e c t i n g f i r s t t o 
t o see t h e h e a d l i g h t o f t h e e n g i n e . He a l s o s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e a i r iT~as no t cut m on t h e c o a l c a r . 

Flagman Edwards, o f e x t r a 523, s t a t e d t h a t he 
knefl o f t h e o n e r s r e c e i v e d , and upon f l a s g i n i ; e x t r a 
1247 he n o t i f i e d Brakeman Green, who Tas n d m g on t h e 
r e a r p l a t f o r m c f t n e c a b o o s e , t o l o o k out f o r h i s t r a m 
betTeen t h e steam s n o v e l and t h e " ' a te r tank and he then 
b o a r d e d t h e e n g i n e and r e p e a t e d n i s f la^func* i n s t r u c t i o n s 
t o Engineman Llouser ; he r emained on t h e e n g i n e t o t h e 
p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n , and though t t h e speed o f e x t r a 1347 
was no t more than 5 m i l e s an >our . He d i d no t know 
T-hether o r n o t e x t r a 1347 s topped b e f o r e t h ° c o l l i s i o n . 

Conductor l o g u i n , o f e x t r a 1247, c t a t e d tha t 
a f t e r Flagman Edwards b o a r d e d t h e caboose and n o t i f i e d 
him o f e x t r a 633, t h e f l agman wot o ^ f and b o a r d e d t h e 
e n g i n e He s a i d h i s t r a m t h e n p r o c e e d e d s i o w l v w h i l e 
he and t h e T W O b roken en kept a sh^rp l o o k o u t f o r e x t r a 
633 from the c u p o l a o f t h e c a b o o s e , and "hen e x t r a 633 
was seen , one o f t h e brakemen a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s 
by means o f t h e c o n d u c t o r ' s v a l v e , s t o p p i n g t h e t r a m 
b e f o r e i t was s t r u c k , he s a i d t h e red; markers on h i s 
caboose ™3ie p r o p e r l y d i s p l a y e d , but t h a t he d i d not 
see any l i g h t s on t h e r e a r o f t h e t e n d e r o f e x t r a 633 
He b a d not i n s t r u c t e d t h e b rakenen t o r i d e on t h e r e a r 
o f t h e c a b o o s e as ne though t a b e t t e r v i e f c o u l d be had 
from t h e c u p o l a 

Engineman Mouse r , o f e x t r a 1347, s a i d t h a t a f t e r 
b e i n g i n f o r m e d bv t h e f lagman t h a t e x t r a 633 was be tween 
t h e steam s h o v e l and t h e s t a t i o n , he -j-roceeded at a speed 
o f about 4 r i l e s an hour , a o u n a m s t h e e n g i n e w h i s t l e 
f r e q u e n t l y ; upon s e e i n g t h e e n g i n e m t h e f o g about t h r e e 
car l e n g t h s from t n e c a b o o s e o f h i s t r a m ne i m m e d i a t e l y 
a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s m emergency , but s a i d t h e b r a k e -
p i p e p r e s s u r e had a l r e a d y been m a t e r i a l l y r e d u c e d b v an 
a p p l i c a t i o n f r o r some o t ner p a r t o f t h e t r a m . He f u r ­
t h e r s t a t e d t h a t t h e l e a d l i g n t on t h e r e a r o f e n g i n e 633 
iras no t l i g h t ed. 

The s t a t e m e n t s o f Fireman Nap ie r and ^rakemen 
F e a t h e r s t o n e ana Green, o f e x t r a 1347, c o r r o b o r a t e d t h e 
s t a t e r en t s o f Conductor L iogum and % g m e m a n Mouser and 
a d d e d n o t u n g f u r t h e r o f i m p o r t a n c e 

The members o f t h e cr-37 o f e x t r q 1147 s a i d t h a t 
t h e h e a d l i g h t on t h e r e a r c f t h e t e n d e r o f e n g i n e 633 ^as 
no t b u r n i n g , ana. F l a g r a n FdT a r d s , o f t h e firew o f e x t r a 
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633 , who vas r i d i n g on e n g i n e 1347, s a i d he dj d not 
n o t i c e i t . The employees on e n g i n e « 2 3 a t t r e t i m e o f 
the a c c i d e n t s a i l t m a h e a d l i g h t -T» s b a r r i n g •""hen t h e 
e n g i n e was a t M e e l y e , bu t none o f t her knew whe the r 
i t '-as b u r n i n g a t t h e t i n e o f a c c i d e n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s , 

T h i s a c c i u e n t was caused cy t n e f a i l u r e o f 
work e x t r a 623 t o b e o p e r a t e d p r e p a r e d t o s top ^ n h i n 
range o f v i 3ion, f o r w i i c h IfrigmeriRn B u t l e r i s p r i m a r i l y 
r e s p o n s i b l e 

Conductor Hubbard having remained a t t h e s t a ­
t i o n , Tn^inen-^n ° u t l e r was in cha^g? o f t h e movement b e ­
i n g raaae, and should have t aken such p r e c a u t i o n s as 
wou ld have e n a b l e d him t o a v e r t an a c c i d e n t , As i t ^ a s , 
t l e r e e r e f o u r men on t h e e n g i n e , a l l r i d i n g m t h e cab, 
and none o f them o b s e r v e d t h e markers on t h e caboose o f 
e x t r a 1247 u n t i l t h e engineman had seen t hen , t o o l a t e 
t o s t o p . Had t h e employees m c o a r g e o f t n i s t r a m 
m a i n t a i n e d a. p r o p e r l o o k o u t , =nd had t h e engineman o p e r ­
a t e d h i s t r a i n w i t h t h e c a a t i o r . r e q u i r e d m v i e w o f t h e 
e x i s t i n g l e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s , undoub ted lv t a i s t r a i n 
c o u l d nave b e e n s topped in t i r e t o p r e v e n t t h e a c c i d e n t . 

A l l t h e employees i n v o l v e d - e r e e x p e r i e n c e d 
men; at t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e crew o f e x t r a 1347 
had been on du ty l o hours and 5 m i n u t e s , and t h e crew 
o f e x t r a 633 about 1 l / 2 hours , p r e v i o u s t o which b o t h 
c rews had been o f f duty 14 hours* o r n o r p . 

Resp e ct f u l l y subn i t t ed. 

d i r e c t o r . 


