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RFEORT 0T THF PIRFCTOR Q% THW BURFAU O+ CAFRTY IN RW
INVFETIGITION OF AN ACCIPWNT MEICF QCCTRRTN NN
THF @T, LOUTS-SAN FRANCIACH RATL™AY ¥FAR NWELVA,

Wi

¥0., ON JAVUARY 25, 1€2 3,

March 2, 1©233,

3
To the Corrission:

Cn J=ruarr 25, 1€23,,there was a head-end
collaision vetreen a —ork train and a freight train on
the St, TLovis-Zan Frenecisco Railwav near leelvs, Mo,,
which resultad i1n %he d=ata of one erplovee and ths
injury of one erplovee,

Locataion and mevhod of operation

This accidert occurred on *hat part of the
River LCivision mhic.a extendas vatreen 8t, Louis and
Chaffse, we,, a distences of 113, 2 nilss, 1n the
vicinitv of t1e pomnt of =ccidont This 13 a sinzle-
track line ovar =% icl, trains ar=s on=rateld by tire-
table and train orders, no block-sizral svstem heing
in use, The accldent occurred at a point approximatelv
1,00 fz2e% north of the station at Neelys; appreaching
frorn the north thare ars t07 f2et of taangent, follo—e=d
by = 2-dsires curvz to ths 12f1 831 fa21 ain length, ths
accidsenTt occurring near th2 lsavinz =nd of this curve,
approaciing from tas south ths track 1s s2ngant for
several thousana feet, The graaoe 13 slightly descend-
ing for soutnbound trains, There wag a dense fog at
the time of tha agcident, whicn pecurred at about 7,35
&.T,

Zescrimiion,

Wortr sxtra 823, haul=d oy List & Gifford
Consvructiorn Cocrpanr's sngine /23, 1n crarge of
Condretor Puohara and Tagineman Putler, mas engagzed
1n Buling rock frow an euvansmant located about 3,000
feet north of the station and unloadainsg this rock from
a spuT track orpesite the statiomn, This train left
Beelvs at atout 7,37 a,m., northvound, ~ithn ta= engine
backing up and heuling one car, ani had procesded about
1,000 fzet ~hen 1t collided —i1ith extra 1217 while travel-
ing At a gpeed estim~ted to ha~e ozen avout 8 or 10 miles
an fiour,



-

Sout*bound freight train extra 1247 consisted
of engine 12:7 alsc vackinzy up, 7ith a servica car and
¢ahcose vack of %78 terdar, and a wrecking train consist-
ing of anothear enzinc, four cars and a c¢rLooss, attached
tc the front of encime 1247, and ras 10 ciarze of Con-
ductor MoTuin and “pgineman Mouser, Thas train left
"i1ttenherz, 11,5 riles north of WNeelys, at £.50 a,.r,,
vag flagmed at 2 point abeoubt 1 1/3 ni1las north of Neelvs
btv the flazman of extra 633, proczeded at a speed of
about 4 miles an hour to a point about 1,000 f=22% north
of the station and had stopned after extra 323 tas seen
to be aoproaching, and »as struck by that train

None of the equipmert -tas derailed, —while
only slicht daraze -as5 sustained by the catoose and
service car of extra 1347, The emplovee killead svas
a8 Jdivision enginters, v10 ""as crushed o3t-een The caboose

£

ana “ns service oar,
Surmuary of esvidence,

The general routine ¢f the crev of —ork extra
333 -tas to surplv a coal and wasar car each morning to
the construction caric cars located just south of the
station and to suprlv fuel to a stearm shovsal usaed at
the embankaent 3,000 fset north of ths station, after
which the dump cars 7Tare hgulsd hetraen the stz2am shoval
and the unlo=dinz point n=ar the station, Conductor
Hubbard, of extra RZ2, stated that on the morrinsg of
ths accident the usual vork corder was receirved, the order
including instructions to protect ~gzinst extra 1247 after
£.,3C2 a,rm , and aTairst northhouad extra 1252 affter g8,30
. This ordzr +as radie conplate at 6,.3% a,m,, and
Conductor HSutbard directed Flagran Féwards to proceed
north7ard and to notifr eXtra 12:i7 to nroce=d exXpecting
to find extra R332 bat~een the steam shovel and the station;
according to Conductor Hubhard, Flagman Fdwards started
at aoout &_10 a.u, Conductor ™Mithard aslsp stated that
after supplving the camp cars and purpirns station with
coal and water, nis train procseded nortrward tomards
the steam shovel at about 7,30 a,r,, Zrakeman Snith
accornparving 1t, while he rerainsd at N2elvs staticn to
protsect against nerthtound trains, His first knowledge
of the accident —as vhen =mgine ©23 raturasd to the si=tion

¥rngine.an “utler, of evira #2%, stated that he
had just passed a road crossiny ~rch 1s locatzd a little
mors than 100 fz2et from the point of accident, -1en hs saw
the "r2d rarkers of She caboose ol extra 1247; ha then
appliesd ths 1independant air brals and revarsed t 12 engine,
tut could neoet step 1a tire to avroid the collisin, He
stated that on accoant of t1z foz, his range of vision vas
rastricted to a distance of atout t=o car lenztus, "ut as
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he ~as not moving at a epe=d of more thanm 8 milea an
hour he trouasht he 20 T4 stop within this distance, He
wag expecting extra 1247, but did not «nov thev —ere
maling = oack-up moverient and was expz2cLa.ng Iirst to

to see the neadlizht of the engine, He also stated
that the 517 —ags nol cut in on Th2 coal car,

Flapgman %dvards, of extra 325, stated that he
knea of the oraers received, and upon flagzinT sextra
1247 he notifiesd Srekeman Grzen, <who 7as riding on the
reaT platform ¢f tne caboose, to look out for his train
betizen the steam siovel and the —ater tank and he then
boarded the ergine and repeated nis flazeine instructions
to Engineman lMouser; he rema:ined on ths engire to ths
roint cof ccllision, and thought the spe=d of e=xtra 1217
mas not more than 5 miles an rour, He did not know
~heth=r or nct extira 1247 stoprp=d bv=zfore th- collision,

Conductor Iomuin, of =2xtra 1247, ctated that
after Flagman ¥drards boarded the cavoose and notified
rim of extra £33, the flagman <ot off and ho2rded the
englas He said his train then procesded slowlv while
he and the vo mHr-kemen kept a sharp lookout for extra
833 from the cupola of ths caboose, and ~hen extra /3%
was sszen, oneg o0 the brakemen applied tha gir brakes
by mears of ths conductor’s valve, storping tha train
tefors it -was atruck, he said the red markers on his
caboose ™are properly disnlavyed, but that he did not
see any lithts on ths rear of the tender of extra 323
He »ad not instructed the hrakszmen to ride on ths rear
of the caboose as ne thought a hetter vies could he had
Ifrom the cupcla

Urgineman ¥Mouser, of extra 1247, said that after
being informed bv the flagman that extra 623 was betveen
the at2am showvel and the station, he yroceeded at a speed
0f atout + riles an hour, souniirg the engine wwnistle
fremaently; uporn seeing the eng:ne 1n the fog about three
¢car lengths fror t12 caboose of Mis train ne irmediately
aprlied the 21T brakes in emergency, but sai1d the brake-
Pip2 pressure "ad already been materiallv reduced bv an
applicition fror soume otqsr part of tne train, He fur-
ther stated that tne 122dlig1t on the rear of sngine €233
™38 not ligntad,

Ths staterents of Fireman "apier and Rrakemen
Featherstone ana Green, of extra 1247, corroborated the
stater ents of Conductor lioguin and Fnagineman Mouser and
addad noting further of importance

The memb2rs of the cpz2y of extra 1117 said that
the headlight on the r=ar of the tender of snginzs B33 ag
not turning, ana Flagran Ed-ards, of ths érew of oxtra
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823, Tho vas riding on asnzgine 1247, sald he did not
notice 1t, The emplovzes on engine R23 at tre time of
the accrdent saiil tnis Meadlight v s burninz ~hen the
engine 7as at Neelys, but none of ther knev whether

it wasg hurning at the time of accident,

Conclusions,

This acciuent vas ¢avs=d oy tne failure of
work extra 323 to te operatad grepared tc stor —ithin
ranze of visipon, for wiich Enginenan Zutler 1s pramarily
ragponsible

Conductor Hubbard having remained at the sta-
tior, "n~ ineman "utlar A s in ¢hairg2 of the roverant he-
1ng madge, and should have taksn such precauticns 28
1ould have enavl=d him to avert an accident, As 1t ™as,
t werz ere four ren on th2 encine, all Tiding in the cah,
and none of them observed the markers on the caboose of
extra 1247 until the ensineran had sezn then, too la*e
o ston, Had the employees in cnargs of tnis train
maintained a rroper lookout, =nd 1ad the engineran oper-
ated his train itk the cautior roquirad ain view of the
existing weather conditions, undoubtadlv ta1s train
could nave been storped in tirs to prevent the accident,

All the enplovees involved -2re experienced
men; at th2 time of the accident the crew of extra 1247
had been on duty 10 hours and 5 minutass, and the crew
0 extra 63% about 1 1/2 mours, previous to which hot™
creweg had besn off dutvy 1% hours our rmore,

Respectfully subritted,
™. 7, DORLAMD,

Director,



