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INTEESTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY, COVERING 
THE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON 
THE ST. LOUIS-SAN FRANCISCO RAILROAD NEAR MARSHFIELD, 
MO, ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1918 

N T O M . M H E R 27 1918. 

To the Comrmssion 
On Septembei 17, 1918, there "was a head-end collision between a 

passenger tiain and a fieight train on the St Loins-San Francisco 
Kaihoad neai Marshfield, Mo, nhich lesulted in the death of 12 
passengeis and 3 employees, and the injury of 35 passengeis and 5 
employees After investigation the following iepoit is submitted 
The Lebanon subdivision of the eastern division of the St Louis-

San Fiancisco Railroad, upon which this accident occnued, extends 
between Ncwbeig and Spnngficld, Mo , a disUnce of 120 miles It 
is a smgle-tiack line over which tiains aie opciated by time-table, and 
tiam oideis transmitted by telephone, supplemented by an automatic 
block signal system 
The automatic signals are. of the noimfll cleai, thiee-position, upper 

quadiant type, the night indications being red, yellow, and gieen to 
indicate stop, caution, and pioceed, le&pectrvely The scheme of 
signal location provides foi inbound and outbound signals placed at 
the switch at each end of a passing siding Between sidings and 
depending on the distance, theie aie one oi two pans of signals, 
each pan being "staggeied" about 3,300 feet, which is the normal 
length of a track circuit section Signals governing movements m 
the same dupction aie fiom a mile and a thud to two miles apait 
Preliminary sections aie piovided in older1 that tiio tiams may nol 
pass undei opposing signals simultaneously, and by this arrange­
ment a signal is held at stop aftei a trim leases the block until it 
passes off of the tiack cucuit beyond the fust opposing signal The 
signal opeiating mechanisms weie installed m August, 1910, and aio 
well maintained Track enemts aie diioet cuiient and the signals 
aie controlled by line wires, a polarized relay being used to contiol 
the thud position Oil lights aie used All switches aie equipped 
with switch boxes, which shunt tlie track circuit, but the contiol 
wnes aie not broken through these switch boxes Pipe connected 
tiam oidei boaids, one foi each direction, aie located m fiont of the 
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t r a i n o l d e r o f f i c e s , t h e s e s i g n a l s b e i n g t w o - p o s i t i o n , l o w e r q u a d r a n t 

s e m a p h o r e s w i t h a c i r c u i t b r e a k e r b o x , c l a m p e d t o t h e u p - a n d - d o w n 

r o d , c o n t r o l l i n g t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n o f t h e a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l i n t h e 

r e a r , s o t h a t w h e n t h e o r d e r b o a r d i s i n t h e h o r i z o n t a l p o s i t i o n t h e 

a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l i n d i c a t e s c a u t i o n , p i o v i d e d t h e t r a c k c i r c u i t b e t w e e n 

t h a t s i g n a l a n d t h e s i g n a l i n a d v a n c e i s c l e a r 

T h e t r a i n s i n v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i d e n t w e r e c a s t b o u n d p a s s e n g e r 

e x t i a 1 2 6 0 , a t r o o p t r a i n , a n d w e s t b o u n d f r e i g h t s e c o n d N o 3 9 

E x t r a 1 2 0 0 w a s e n r o u t e f r o m W a c o , T e x , t o S t L o u i s , M o , a n d 

c o n s i s t e d o f l o c o m o t i v e 1 2 C 0 , s i x P u l l m a n s l e e p i n g c a r s , o n e b a g g a g e 

c a r , s i x P u l l m a n s l e e p i n g c a r s , a n d a c a b o o s e , m t h e o r d e r n a m e d , 

a l l o f w o o d e n c o n s t r u c t i o n , e x c e p t t h e s e c o n d s l e e p i n g c a r f r o m t h e 

e n g i n e , w h i c h h a d a s t e e l u n d e r f r a m e T h i s t r a m w a s m c h a r g e o f 

C o n d u c t o r W r i n k l e a n d E n g i n e m a n D o u g l a s a n d l e f t S p r i n g f i e l d , 

M o , a t 6 5 5 p m , a f t e r t h e c r e w h a d r e c e i v e d s c h e d u l e - t r a i n o r d e r 

N o 1 1 5 , fixing a s c h e d u l e f o r t h a t t r a m f r o m S p r i n g f i e l d t o N e w -

b e r g , g n i n g i t r i g h t o v e r a l l e x c e p t f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n s f r o m S p r i n g f i e l d 

t o N e w b e r g , a n d a l s o p r o v i d i n g t h a t e x t r a 1 2 6 0 s h o u l d n o t e x c e e d 

a s p e e d o f 3 0 m i l e s a n h o u i A t S t r a f f o r d , 1 1 4 m i l e s e a s t o f S p r i n g ­

f i e l d , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f t r a m o r d e r N o 1 2 3 s t a t i n g t h a t 

e x t r a 1 2 6 0 w o u l d r u n 1 5 m i n u t e s l a t e E x t r a 1 2 6 0 p a s s e d M a r s h -

f i e l d , 2 5 8 m i l e s e a s t o f S p r i n g f i e l d , a t 7 4 3 p m , a n d r e c e i v e d t r a m 

o r d e r N o 1 2 7 w h i l e p a s s i n g t h e r e , w h i c h r e a d a s f o l l o w s 

" N o 9 , e n g i n e 1 0 6 9 , m e e t p a s s e n g e r e x t r a 1 2 6 0 e a s t a t C o n w a y " 

E x t r a 1 2 6 0 p a s s e d a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l N o 2 1 2 6 , l o c a t e d 3 , 7 0 0 f e e t 

e a s t o f t h e d e p o t a t M a r s h f i e l d , w h i c h w a s i n t h e s t o p p o s i t i o n , 

a n d c o l l i d e d h e a d - o n w i t h s e c o n d N o 3 9 a t a p o i n t a b o u t 3 , 8 6 0 f e e t 

e a s t o f a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 , o r 1 4 3 m i l e s e a s t o f M a r s h f i e l d a n d 

1 3 5 p u l e s w e s t o f C o n w a y , a t 7 4 5 p m , w h i l e r u n n i n g a t a s p e e d 

e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e b e e n a b o u t 3 0 m i l e s a n h o u r 

S e c o n d N o 3 9 c o n s i s t e d o f l o c o m o t i v e 5 6 , f o u i l o a d e d a n d 6 0 

e m p t y c a r s , a n d w a s i n c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r W e s t a n d E n g i n e m a n 

B e i s e i g l e I t l e f t N e w b e r g a t 1 0 4 5 a m , a n d u p o n a r r i v a l a t 

L e b a n o n , 6 2 7 m i l e s w e s t o t N e w b e r g , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d t i a i n o r d e r 

N o 1 1 3 , l e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s 

" S e c o n d 3 9 , E n g i n e 5 6 , h a s l i g h t o v e r N o 3 2 t o M a r s h f i e l d a n d 

h o l d m a i n l i n e " 

T h i s t i a m l e f t L e b a n o n a t 6 p m , p a s s e d C o n w a y , 1 6 6 m i l e s w e s t 

- o f L e b a n o n a n d t h e l a s t o p e n t r a m o r d e i o f f i c e b e f o r e r e a c h i n g t h e 

p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a t 7 1 4 p m , p a s s e d a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l N o 2 1 0 3 , 

l o c a t e d a b o u t 3 m i l e s e a s t o f M a r s h f i e l d , w h i l e t h a t s i g n a l w a s i n t h e 

c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n a n d c o l l i d e d w i t h e x t r a 1 2 6 0 a b o u t 8 , 0 5 0 f e e t w e s t 

o f t h a t s i g n a l w h i l e r u n n i n g a t a s p e e d o f 1 2 o i 1 5 m i l e s a n h o u r 

T h e r e g u l a r f i r e m a n , t h e s t u d e n t f i r e m a n , a n d h e a d b r a k e m a n o f 

e x t r a 1 2 6 0 w e i e k i l l e d , a n d E n g i n e m a n D o u g l a s o f t h a t t r a m w a s 
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s e r i o u s l y n r j u i e d T h e f r o n t e n d s o f b o t h l o c o m o t i v e s w e r e b a d l y 

d a m a g e d , t h e n * c y l m d e i s b i o k e n , a n d t h e e n g i n e t r u c k s d e m o l i s h e d 

T h e ' t e n d e r o n l o c o m o t i v e 1 2 6 0 w a s d e r a i l e d , t u r n e d a r o u n d , a n d 

s t o o d u p n g h t , t h e w o o d e n s l e e p i n g c a r i m m e d i a t e l y b e h i n d i t a n d 

a h e a d o f t h e s t e e l u n d e i f r a m e s l e e p i n g c a r w a s d e m o l i s h e d , n e a r l y 

a l l o f t h e l u l l e d a n d i n ] u i e d s o l d i e r s b e i n g i n t h a t c a r , t h e s t e e l 

u n d e i f r a m o s l e e p i n g c a r h a d i t s f i o n t e n d b a d l y d a m a g e d , b u t i t w a s 

n o t d e i a i l e d , t h e t h u d , f o u r t h , f i f t h , a n d s i x t h c a r s l e m a i n e d o n t h e 

t r a c k , a n d w e i e u n d a m a g e d , w h i l e t h e b a g g a g e , o r s e v e n t h c a r , w a s 

d e m o l i s h e d a n d t h e s l e e p i n g e a i i m m e u i a t e l y b e h i n d i t w a s d a m a g e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y o n i t s f r o n t e n d T h e o t h e i c a i s o f t x t i a 1 2 6 0 w e r e n o t 

d a m a g e d T h e t e n d e r o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 w a s d e r a i l e d a n d s t o o d u p ­

r i g h t a n d p a i t i a l l y o n t o p o f a b o x c a r o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e t i a c k 

T h r e e o f t h e c a i s o n t h e h e a d e n d o f s e c o n d 3 9 w e r e d e r a i l e d a n d 

p i a c t i c a l l y d e m o l i s h e d , b u t t h e l e m a i n d e r o f t h e t i a i n s u s t a i n e d o n l y 

s l i g h t d a m a g e 

A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f r o m t h e w e s t , b e g i n n i n g a t 

M a i s h f i e l d , t h e t r a c k i s s t r a i g h t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1 5 9 0 f e e t , f o l ­

l o w e d b y a 2 - d e g i e e c u r v e t o t h e l i g h t 1 , 0 6 0 f e e t l o n g , t h e n a t a n g e n t 

3 , 6 4 5 f e e t l o n g , t h e n a 2 - d c g i e e c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 3 , 0 2 8 f e e t l o n g , t h e 

a c c i d e n t o : c m r i n g 1 , 2 7 0 f e e t f i o m t h e w e s t e n d o f t h i s c m v e B e g i n ­

n i n g a t a p o i n t a b o u t 3 , 6 5 0 f e e t w e s t o f t h e s c e n e o f a c c i d e n t , t h e r e 

i s a d e s c e n d i n g g r a d e v a r y i n g f i o m 0 2 t o 1 p e i c e n t f o i a d i s t a n c e 

o f 2 , 4 0 0 f e e t , t h e n t h e g r a d e i s l e v e l f o i 5 0 0 f e e t , a n d t h e n t h e r e i s 

a n a s e n d i n g g r a d e v a r y i n g f i o m 0 6 t o 0 9 5 p e r c e n t f o i a d i s t a n c e 

o f 7 5 0 f e e t t o t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t A p p i o a c h m g t h e p o i n t o f a c c i ­

d e n t f r o m t h e e a s t a n d b e g i n n i n g a t a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l N o 2 1 0 3 , t h e 

t r a c k i s s t i a i g h t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0 f e e t , t h e n t h e r e i s a n 

1 8 - m m u t e 2 2 - s e c o n d c u i v e t o t h e r i g h t a b o u t 2 , 9 0 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t h e n 

a b o u t 4 0 0 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , w h i c h l e a d s t o t h e c u i v e u p o n w h i c h t h e 

a c i d e n t o c c m i c d T h e i e i s a n a s c e n d i n g g i a d e v a i y i n g f r o m 0 7 t o 

0 9 2 p e i c e n t f o i w e s t b o u n d t i a i n s f o r o v e r a m i l e , a n d t h e n t h e 

g r a d e d e s c e n d s a t t h e r a t e o f 0 9 5 p e r c e n t f o r a b o u t 1 , 7 0 0 f e e t t o 

t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t T h e e n g i n e m a n o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 h a d a c l e a r 

v i e w a h e a d f o i a d i s t a n c e v a r y i n g f i o m 5 0 0 t o 8 0 0 f e e t u n t i l w i t h i n 

a b o u t 1 , 0 0 0 f e e t o f t h e p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n , w h e n t h e v i e w e x t e n d e d 

t o 1 , 4 5 0 f e e t T h e v i e w o f t h e e n g i n e m a n o n e x t r a 1 2 6 0 w a s l i m ­

i t e d t o a b o u t 9 0 0 f e e t A t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e w e a t h e r w a s 

c l e a i 

C o n d u e t o i W n n k l e o f e x t r a 1 2 6 0 s t a t e d t h a t h e r e c e i v e d t r a m 

o i d e i 1 1 5 b e f o r e l e a v i n g S p u n g f i e l d , a n d d e l i v e r e d a c o p y o f i t t o 

E n g i n e m a n D o u g l a s , w h o r e a d i t b a c k t o h i m H i s t r a i n l e f t t h e r e 

a t b 5 5 p m , a p p r o a c h e d M a r s h f i c l d a t a s p e e d o f 2 5 o r 3 0 m i l e s a n 

h o u r , a n d r J a s s e a t h r o u g h t h e i e a t a s p e e d o f a b o u t 2 0 m i h s a n h o u r 

H e s a i d h e d i d n o t s e e t h e t i a m - o r d e i b o a r d a t M a r s h f i e l d b u t a s k e d 
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Brakeman Cainei about it and he said it was led, neithei did ho 
notice the position of the automatic signals west 0 1 east of Marsh-
held when his tiain passed them He v.as in the leai cai taking np 
transpoi tation and did not notice tho speed of the tiam after leav­
ing Marshfield and had no intimation of the accident until the air 
biakes v.crc applied m enioigency, followed by the collision withm 
a few seconds Immediately aftei the collision he went to the front 
end of the tiam and saw Condnctoi Beiseigle of second 39 who said 
he had no oicleis concerning extia 1260 He saw automatic signals 
2126 and 2127 a shoit time aftei the accident and in his opinion 
ihev vicic opeiahng propeily the weathei conditions were not such 
as to prevent the engineman seeing them 
Real Biakeman Camei of extia 1260 stitcd that as his tiam 

appioached Maishfield ho vis iicbng on the leai platfoim of the 
caboose, Conductoi Wrinkle asked him about the tram older board 
and upon looking at it he saw it was set at dangci, at the time of 
the accident he was lidmg in the cupola of the caboose, he thought 
the speed of his train when it passed the east switch at Maishfield 
was 25 miles an horn and at the time of the collision it ŵis 12 or 15 
miles an hour He said lie lode m the cupola of the caboose neaily 
all tho wii) fiom Spimgfield to the point of accident, saw most of 
the automatic signals,, saw the automatic signal west of Maishfield 
tn Ihe caution position, but did not notice automatic signal 2126 
east of Maishfield 
Engineman Douglas of extia 1260 stated that the speed of his train 

was approximately 30 miles an houi aftei leaving Springfield, that 
he reduced speed to about 20 miles an houi v,hile passing thiough 
Marshfield, mcicased the speed to about 30 miles an houi and was 
proceeding at that speed when ho applied the an biakes m cmeigency 
]ust befoie the collision occuned He said that as he approached 
Marshfield the signal west of theie was in the caution position, and 
upon looking at the tram-order signal he saw it was set at dangei 
Aftei leceiving the ordei he looked at signal 2126, located about 3,700 
feet east of that point, and it n as in the cleai position, but he did 
not notipe it aftei that He had no difficulty in seeing the signal, 
he stated he saw tho blade and it was m the cleai position, but 
he F does not remembei whethei the signal light was burning He 
was sure, he saw the signal governing eâ tbound movements and did 
not confuse it with the signal governing westbound movements 
EngmQman Douglas stated that between the time he received the tram 
«idei at Maishfield and passed signal 2126 he lead the order, gave it 
Lo the brakeman, looked at the lubucator, lead his schedule and 
l unnmg ordcis, turned on the headlight, and hooked up the engine 
Conductoi West, of second No 39, stated that his tiam ailived at 
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L e b a n o n a t 5 2 5 p m a n d a f t e i finishing t h e w o i k t h e i e h e c a l l e d 

f o i a n d l c c e i v e d t h e n e c e s s a r y o i d c i s a n d l e f t t h e i c a t 6 p m , a i r i y -

\ n g a t P h i l h p s b u i g a t 6 3 0 p m H e s a i d l i e h e l d a n o i d e i g i v i n g 

e x t r a 1 0 6 6 l i g h t s o v e i a l l t i a m s , a s t h a t t i a m w a s d u e a t P h i l h p s ­

b u i g a t 6 3 8 p m , h e c a l l e d t h e d i b p a t c l i e r a n d a s k e d h i m a b o u t i t , 

h e v > a s t o l d i t w o u l d b e 1 7 o i 1 8 m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d h e w a i t e d u n t i l 

t h a t t i a m a i r i v e d , l e a u n g t h e r e a t 7 p m H e s a i d h e l e c e i v e d a 

c o p ^ o f t i a m o i d e i 1 1 3 a t L e b a n o n H e w a s u d m g m t h e c u p o l a 

o f t h e t a b t r o s e o f h i s t r a i n a n d t h e s p e e d w a s a b o u t 2 0 m i l e s a n h o r n 

w h e n i t a p p i o a c h e d s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 H e s a w s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 w h e n a b o u t 

S O c a i l e n g t h s a w a j n n d i t n a s t h e n a t c a u t i o n , a n d w h e n t h e e n g m e 

a n d s e v e n o i e i g h t c a i s h a d p a s s e d i t , i t c h a n g e d t o s t o p H e v , a s 

l i d v n g m t h e c u p o l a o f t h e c a b o o s e o n t h e s i d e n e x t t o t h e s t a t i o n 

- \ \ h e n h i s t r a m p a r s e d C o n w a y , a b o u t 7 1 5 p i n H e s a i d t h e t i a m 

o i d e i b o a i d t h e i e " w a s c l e a i t h e s t a t i o n w a s l i g h t e d u p , b u t h e d i d 

n o t s e e t h e o p e i a t o i o i a n y o n e e l s e t h e i c 

E n g m c i n a n B e i s e i g l o o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 s t a t e d h e r e c e i v e d t r a m 

o l d e r N o 1 1 3 a t L e b a n o n , h i s t r a m m e t e x t r a 1 0 6 6 a t P h i l h p s b u i g , 

1 2 1 m i l e s w e s t o f L e b a n o n , a n d i t s s p e e d w a s 2 5 o r 3 0 m i l e s a n h o u r 

w h e n i t l e a c h e d s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 , w h i c h w a s m t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n T h e 

f h e m a n l e m a i k e d t h a t N o 3 2 w a s o v e r a t M a r s h f i e l d h e a d i n g i n , h e 

w a s o f t h e s a m e o p i n i o n a n d d i d n o t s h u t o f f s t e a m w h e n h e s a w t h e 

s i g n a l m t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n , a l t h o u g h b e i n g o n a n a s c e n d i n g 

g i a d e t h e s p e e d o f t h e t i a m w a s r e d u c e d c o n s i d e i a b l y b e f o i e t h e 

c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d T h e h i s t i n t i m a t i o n h e h a d o f t h e a p p r o a c h o f 

« x t i a 1 2 6 0 w a s t h e r e f l e c t i o n o f i t s h e a d l i g h t o n t h o r a i l s , a n d t h a t 

t i a m c a m e w i t h i n v i e w a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y a b o u t 3 0 0 o r 4 0 0 f e e t 

a w a y H e s h u t o f f s t e a m , a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s i n e m e r g e n c y , a n d 

h e a n d t h e t w o f i r e m e n j u m p e d o f f , t h e r e b e i n g a b o u t 1 0 s e c o n d s b e ­

t w e e n t h e t i m e h e a p p l i e d t h e b r a k e s a n d t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e c o l l i ­

s i o n H e s a i d h e h a d l e c e i v e d n o o r d e r s c o n c e r n i n g e x t r a 1 2 6 0 a n d 

k n e T \ n o t h i n g a b o u t t h a t t i a m u n t i l h e s a w i t a p p i o a c h i n g H e 

s t a t e d t h a t t h e o p e r a t i n g n i l e s l e q u i r e t r a i n s t o b e r u n u n d e r e o n t i o l 

a f t e i p a s s i n g a c a u t i o n s i g n a l , a n d s a i d t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n w a s 

s u c h t h a t h e c o u l d h a v e s t o p p e d i t w i t h i n h i s r a n g e o f v i s i o n , b u t 

c o u l d n o t s t a t e h o w f a s t h i s t r a i n w a s l i m n i n g a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 

c o l l i s i o n i 

F i r e m a n W i l f o n g o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 s t a t e d t h a t w h e n h i s t r a i n 

l e a c h e d s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 i t w a s i n t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n , t h e e n g i n e m a n 

p a r t i a l l y s h u t o f f s t e a m , a n d h i s t r a m p a s s e d i t a t a s p e e d o f a b o u t 

1 8 m i l e s a n h o u r W h e n t h e t r a m h a d p a s s e d t h e s i g n a l a b o u t a h a l f 

t i a m l e n g t h t h e e n g i n e m a n m a d e a l i g h t a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e a i r b r a k e s 

T r a i n w a s d i i f t i n g a t a s p e e d o f a b o u t 1 2 m i l e s a n h o u r w h e n h e s a w 

s m o k e a h e a d , h e d i d n o t t h i n k i t w a s a n a p p r o a c h i n g t r a m , b u t 

t h o u g h t i t w a s t i a m 3 2 a t M a r s h f i e l d 
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F n e m a n M a c k o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 s t a t e d t h a t w h e n h e s a w s i g n a l 

2 1 0 3 i n t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n h e t h o u g h t i t w a s m t h a t p o s i t i o n b e ­

c a u s e t i a m 3 2 w a s h e a d i n g m o n t h e p a r s i n g t r a c k a t M a i s h f i e l d H q 

s a i d t h e e n g j n e m a n s h u t o f f s t e a m a n d m a d e a l i g h t a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

t h e a n b r a k e s a f t e i p a s s i n g t h e s i g n a l , a n d t h o u g h t t h e s p e e d o f h i s 

t r a m w a s a b o u t 1 0 m i l e s a n h o u i w h e n t h e a i r b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d 

m e m e i g e n c y 

E e a i B r a k e m a n S a f e r o f s e c o n d 3 9 s t a t e d t h a t h e w a s n c l i n g m 

t h e c u p o l a o f t h e c a b o o s e o n t h e l e f t - h a n d s i d e o f t h e t i a m , a n d n o t i c e s 

t h e t i a i n - o i d e r b o a r d s a t P h i l h p s b u r g , C o n w a y , a n d N i a n g u a w e r e 

i n t h e c l e a i p o s i t i o n H e t h o u g h t t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a m w a s a b o u t 

2 0 m i l e s a n h o u r u n t i l i t r e a c h e d s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 , w h e n t h e e n g i n e m a n 

a p p l i e d t h e a n b r a k e s a n d l e d u c e d t h e s p e e d t o a b o u t 1 2 m i l e s a n 

h o u r , b u t t h o u g h t t h e s p e e d h a d b e e n r e d u c e d t o a b o u t 5 m i l e s a n 

h o u r w h e n t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r i e d H e s a i d t h e y h a d l e c e i v e d n o 

o r d e r s c o n c e r n i n g e x t r a 1 2 6 0 

D i s p a t c h e i C h r o m s t e r , o n d u t y a t S p u n g f i e l d , s t a t e d t h a t h e 

a s s u m e d h i s p r e s e n t d u t i e s o n A u g u s t 2 3 , 1 9 1 8 , a f t e r h a v i n g h a d 

s e v e i a l y e a i s ' e x p e r i e n c e o n o t h e i r o a d s , h e c a m e o n d u t y a t a b o u t 

i p m o n t h o d a y o f t h e a c c i d e n t , a n d s h o r t l y t h e i e a f t e r h e w a s 

a d v i s e d t h a t e x t r a 1 2 6 0 w a s o n t h e r o a d a n d w o u l d a m v e a t S p r i n g ­

f i e l d a t a b o u t 6 2 0 p m H e t h e n b e g a n t o m a k e a r r a n g e m e n t s t o 

m o v e t h a t t r a m a g a i n s t a l l o p p o s i n g t i a i n s , a n d p i e p a i e d t i a m o l d e r 

N o 1 1 5 , h e c o m m e n c e d t e l e p h o n i n g i t t o t h e s t a t i o n s c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 

6 o i 6 0 2 p m , a n d , a s t h e o r d e r w a s q u i t e l o n g , i t h a d t o b e t r a n s ­

m i t t e d s l o w l y H e s a i d t h e o r d e r w a s d e l i v e r e d t o e x t i a 1 2 6 0 a t 

S p i i n g f i e l d a n d c o m p l e t e d a t 6 4 2 p m , a n d i t w a s t i a n s m i t t e d t o 

C o n w a y f o i s e c o n d N o 3 9 , r e p e a t e d a n d m a d e c o m p l e t e f i o m t h a t 

o f f i c e a t 6 0 8 p m H e c o u l d n o t s a y w h a t p e r s o n l e p e a t e d t h e o r d e r 

f r o m C o n w a y , e x c e p t t h a t i t w a s t h e s e c o n d - t u c k o p e r a t o r t h e r e 

H e s t a t e d t h a t h e d i d n o t i n t e n d t o l e t e x t i a 1 2 6 0 p a s s C o n w a y b e f o r e 

t h e a u i v a l o f s e c o n d N o 3 9 , b u t d i d n o t i n s t r u c t t h e o p e r a t o i t h e r e 

t o p l a c e t h e t r a m - o r d e i b o a r d a g a i n s t e x t i a 1 2 6 0 o r i s s u e a n y o r d e r 

t o h o l d t h a t t r a i n t h e r e , n e i t h e i h a d h e t a k e n s t e p s t o h o l d s e c o n d 

N o 3 9 a t C o n w a y o t h e i t h a n b y o r d e i N o 1 1 5 , H e a d m i t t e d t h a t 

i f s e c o n d N o 3 9 h a d b e e n d e l a y e d b e t « e o n L e b a n o n a n d C o n w a y u n t i l 

a f t e r t h e t i m e s h o w n o n t h e s c h e d u l e f o i e x t r a 1 2 6 0 a n d t h e m e a n s 

o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h C o n w a y h a d f a i l e d , t h e i e w o u l d h a v e b e e n 

n o t h i n g t o p i e v e n t a c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o t r a m s e a s t o f C o n w a j 

H e s a i d t h a t h e c a l l e d l i i s t ' u p o n t h o s e o f f i c e s t o r e p e a t t h e o r d e r 

w h e r e h e w a n t e d t r a i n s t o m o v e f i r s t s o a s n o t t o d e l a y t h o s e m o v e ­

m e n t s , a n d w o u l d h a v e t h e o p e r a t o r s r e p e a t o n l y t h a t p a r t o f t h & 

o l d e r t h a t w a s e s s e n t i a l f o r t h a t p a i t i c u l a r o f f i c e D i s p a t c h e r C h r o n -

l & t e i s t a t e d t h a t h e w a s n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e c o d e o f d i s p a t c h i n g a s 
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prescFibed by the Frisco lules, but was familial w:th the geneial 
practice as presciibed by the standard lules He stated that the 
Fusco book of rules had not been dehveied to him, but he had seen the 
book and looked up the foim of tram ordeis shown m it Since the 
accident a bulletin had come to his knowledge which made it nnpeia-
tive that tho recoid of train numbers and train-order numbeis be 
repeated by operatois from clearances, and the personal sign of the 
operators be made a record in the tram dispatcher's book He said 
he endeavored, as a mattei of self-piotection, to check the clearances 
of all trains, but did not get the operatoi's sign m all eases, as they 
did not all give it 
Opeiator Foster stated that he was on duty at Conway from 

3 to 11 p m on the day of the accident, and was absent from the 
office fiom 5 40 oi 5 45 p m until 6 15, oi 6 20 p m , having been 
excused by the dispatcher for the puipose of going home to sup­
per, and the depot offhe flas locked while he was gone He said 
he had no undelivered-tram ordeis m the' office when he left it 
to go to supper and the tram-order signal was m tho cleai position 
Ho said he was m the office when second No 39 passed Conway at 
7 14 p m , and he immediately reported that tram to the dispatchei, 
asked about train No 9 and was told that it ̂  as late He said 
he had no othei conveisation with the dispatcher before the colli­
sion and leceived only one tiam ordei while working his triJi and 
that was completed at 9 06 p m When told that the dispatcher's 
lecoid showed that tiam oidei No 115 was tiansmitted to Conway 
and completed at 6 08 p m he stated that he was not in the office 
at that time and positively denied that he had ever leceived thaL 
order He made an affidavit to that effect Later the dispatcher 
mfoimed him of the wieck and asked him if he had given se„ond 
No 39 oidei 115 and he replied that he never received that oidei, 
and the dispatchei replied that the ordei was completed as to Con­
way at 6 08 p m, and theie was no fuither conversation between 
them concerning it 
H G Heiston, an insurance agent, stated that he was in Conway 

on the day of the accident, met Opei atoi Fostei on his v. ay back to 
the station and walked back with him, arnving theie piobably 
about 6 30 p m Upon ai rival at the station he went inside with 
him and talked to him for some little time concerning a ticket 
Operatoi Wmdle, on duty at ,the north side freight terminal yards, 

Springfield, stated that the dispatcher called him to take order 115> 
heard the dispatcher call Conway, and the ordei was delayed waiting 
foi that station to answer He thought someone answered and the 
dispatcher gave the older to all the operators concerned and he heard 
several repeat it, but could nqt saj whethei Conway lepoated it, but 
thought he did 
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Opeiator Hem on, at Dixon, stated, that he heard the dispatchei 
trying to call the operatoi at Conway preparatory to transmitting 
ordei 115, but could not say whether he received any response 
Operator Robeitson, it Lebanon, stated that ho lecerved tiain 

0 1 dei 115, heard several of the offices repeat the order, but could not 
say whethei Conway received or repeated it When he leceived the 
order second 39 was out in the yards, having previously been cleared 
Aftei the accident he heard the dispatcher call Conway, ask the 
operatoi what he did with tram Older 115 and heard the operator 
leply that he never had it 
Opeiator Hathaway stated that he was on duty at Richland fiom 

3 to 11 p in and did not leceive a copy of train oidei No 115 
Charles E Williams, foieman of the wrecking ciew, stated that 

he overhead some of the soldiers lemark that they had been riding in 
the second coach of extra 1260, and they said the signal at the passing 
track switch east of Marshfield was led before the engine of tliat 
train reached it He was unable to asceitain the names of the soldieis 
who claimed to have seen the signal 
F E Richardson, m charge of the pump house, stated that he re­

sided about 700 feet west of the east switch at Marshfield and was 
home when exti a 1260 passed He said he looked at automatic signal 
2126 when the engine and one car had passed it and it showed red 
He had not noticed the signal prior to this 
R D D alley made an affidavit to the effect that on the day of the 

accident he was standing a shoit distance west of signal 2126 at 
Marshfield about 7 45 p m and saw extia 1260 approaching that sig­
nal Upon looking at the signal he saw that the signal blade was in 
the honzontal or stop position and the light on the signal showed 
red He thought the train would back in on the siding when it ran 
past the signal, but it continued on its way and had gone about 100 
yai ds when he heard the crash 
The direct cause of this accident was the failure of Dispatchei 

Chionister to transmit train order 115 to the operatoi at Conway for 
delivery to train second No 39, and the failure of Engineman 
Douglas to observe and obey the stop indications of automatic signal 
2126 
Dispatcher Chromster claims that he tiansmitted tiam order 115 

to the operator at Conway and received a complete on it at 6 08 p m , 
while Opeiator Foster, on duty at Conway, is equally positive that 
he did not receive that order The statement of Operator Foster 
that he had been excused by the dispatchei for the purpose of going 
to supper and was absent from the office from 5 40 oi 5 45 p m until 
6 15 or 6 20 p m , and the statement of Mr Heiston that he walked 
back to the station with Mi Foster, arriving there sometime near 
6 30 p m , would indicate that Operatoi Foster was not in the office 



A C C I D E N T N E A l l M A R S H F I E L D , M O 9 

a t C o n w a y a t t h e t i m e D i s p a t c h e i C b i o n i s t e i c l a i m s h e t i a n s m i t t e d 

• i e o i d e r t o h i m I n n e w o f t h i s e v i d e n c e i t i s b e h e i e d t h a t D i s -

i t c h e r C h r o n i s t e i f a i l e d t o t i a n s m i t t h a t o l d e r t o t h e c p e i a t o i a t 

J o n w a y , a n d t o t h a t e x t e n t h e i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o i t h i s a c c i d e n t 

T h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l s 2 1 2 6 a n d 2 1 0 3 i s 1 1 , 9 1 0 

f e e t , a n d e x t r a 1 2 6 0 r a n a d i s t a n c e o f 3 , 8 6 0 f e e t p a s t s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 , 

w h i l e s e c o n d N o 3 9 l a n a d i s t a n c e o f S , 0 5 0 f e e t p a s t s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 b e ­

f o i e t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r i e d A w e s t b o u n d t r a m s e t s s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 m 

t h e s t o p p o s i t i o n w h e n 1 5 , 5 8 6 f e e t , o i n e a i l y 3 m i l e s e a s t o f t h a t 

s i g n a l , a n d s e c o n d N o 3 9 r a n a - d i s t a n c e o f 1 1 , 3 5 9 f e e t , o i a l i t t l e 

m o i o t h a n 2 m i l e s , u n d e i t h a t p r o t e c t i o n , b e f o i e c o l l i d i n g w i t h e x t r a 

1 2 6 0 S i g n a l 2 1 3 4 i s l o c a t e d a b o u t 4 3 4 f e e t w e s t o f t h e s t a t i o n a t 

M a i s h f i e l d , o i a b o u t 4 , 0 0 0 f e e t w e s t o f s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 , a n d t h e e v i d e n c e 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h i s s i g n a l w a s i n t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n w h e n e x t r a 

1 2 6 0 p a s s e d i t , a n d t h e t i a i n - o i d e r s i g n a l a t M a i s h f i e l d w a s m t h e 

s t p p o s i t i o n , w h i c h , o f i t s e l f , w o u l d c a u s e s i g n a l 2 1 3 4 t o a s s u m e 

t h e c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n , t h i s i n d i c a t i o n w o u l d a l s o b e c a u s e d b y a t r a m 

1 i n h a t t i a c k s e c t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y e a s t o f s i g n a l 2 1 0 3 , a t w h i c h t i m e 

s i g n a l 2 1 1 0 , l o c a t e d 8 , 9 8 6 f e e t e a s t o f s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 , a n d s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 

s h o u l d h a v e b e e n m t h e s t o p p o s i t i o n A v e r y c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n 

i i s m a d e o f s i g n a l s 2 1 2 6 a n d 2 1 0 3 a n d n o t h i n g w a s f o u n d t o m d i -

e t h a t t h e } ' w e i e n o t w o i k m g p i o p e r l y a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i -

i i t N o t h w i t h s t a n d m g t h e s t a t e m e n t o f E n g i n e m a n D o u g l a s t h a t 

j ^ n a l 2 1 2 6 w a s i n t h e c l e a i p o s i t i o n w h e n e x t i a 1 2 6 0 p a s s e d i t , i n 

i i e w o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f M i R i c h a i d s o n a n d M i D a i l e y , a s w e l l a s 

t n e f a c t t h a t n o t h i n g w a s f o u n d t o b e w i o n g w i t h t h e s i g n a l m e c h a n ­

i s m , i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t s i g n a l 2 1 2 6 w a s i n t h e s t o p p o s i t i o n w h e n 

e x t r a 1 2 6 0 p a s s e d i t 

T h i s a c c i d e n t i s a n o t h e r e x a m p l e o f t h a t c l a s s o f a c c i d e n t s w h i c h 

c o u l d b e p r e v e n t e d b y t h e u s e o f a n a u t o m a t i c t i a m - c o n t i o l d e v i c e 

A s h a s b e e n f i e q u e n t l y p o i n t e d o u t i n p r e v i o u s l e p o i t s o f t h i s b u r e a u , 

s u c h d e v i c e s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o i u s e U n t i l t h e y a r e a d o p t e d a n d u s e d 

b y l a i l r o a d s f o i t h e p u r p o s e i n t e n d e d , a c c i d e n t s , c a u s e d b y t h e f a i l -

n i e o f e n g m e m o n t o o b e y s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s , m a y b e e x p e c t e d t o o c c u i 

A l l o f t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e i e e x p e r i e n c e d m e n w i t h g o o d 

l e c o i d s D i s p a t c h e r C h i o m s t e i w a s e m p l o y e d b y t h e S t L o u i s & S a n 

F r a n c i s c o R a i h o a d o n A u g u s t 2 3 , 1 9 1 8 , b u t h e c l a i m s t o ^ a v o h a d 

s e v e i a l ^ y e a i s ' e x p e r i e n c e a s a n o p e i a t o i o n o t h e i l o a d s E J n g m e m a n 

D o u g l a s w a s e m p l o y e d a s a f i r e m a n m 1 9 0 5 , a n d p i o m o t e d t o e n ­

g i n e m a n o n F e b i u a r y 1 2 , 1 9 1 8 D i s p a t c h e i C h i o m s t e r h a d b e e n o n 

d u t y 3 h o u r s a n d 4 5 m i n u t e s , O p e r a t o i F o s t e i , 4 h o u i s a n d 4 5 

m i n u t e s , t h e c i e w o f e x t r a 1 2 6 0 , 2 h o u i s a n d 1 5 m i n u t e s , a n d s e c o n d 

N o 3 9 , 1 1 h o u i s a n d 5 m i n u t e s 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d 

W P B O R L A N D , 

Chief, But earn, of Sdfety 
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