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% B INVESPICATION OF AN ACCYDRNT #RICHE COCURERID O
THE 2T W&MW% BATLECAD &2 LELA,
BTN H, JASUAEY 13' X918,

on Jamusry 13, 1518, theve was & Jerailment on the 4%,
Louis and San Pranoises Railrosd st Lels, Oklahome, which roe
suliad in the deatk of two myrloysen and injury o txo mployoss.
Afbor fuvestigation of this scoldent the (hief of the Division
 af Zarety raportas se follogwes

The aceiiont osourred of the Ferry aub~4lvision sf the
¥estern Diviziom of the 5%, Lonizs & San Franeleso Rzllroad whieh
setends focm Tulse, Oklghoms, to Zpid, Oklohona, & 41 :tance of
12} miive, The iine U- single treck and the movement of trains
iz gowernsd by time-tanls and Sreln opdors

The train i{nvoleed in chis aseldent wes weatbound Ireighs
tratn Ho. 637, en ¥oute from ¥Weszi Tulse 40 Znld. I8 consiohed of
engine Ho. 987, 17 freiaht sors ord 8 o -Bogse, and war in abaywe
of Semswetor Avery ond Sacivesan Hodoy, a4 left Yast Tulse o
31:Q0 zeme X% pasaed “oymes the 1a @ open telegraph offise 7.0
miles onsd of Lela ot 8100 aue and sig derailed gt 2 point abamd 1Y
Poot west of Lals ot tion shous 7058 8.0, 9hile runcdne st a speed
egtizated to have Boen sbous 75 miles per hour,

The emgine emse 0 ot uUpeh $0a left slde, om the souih
gldn of ihe track, 413 foet wet of the polnt where She flrst =w2ks
af the derailment sppenrss. 7The tender BMrnks swsy Trow tThe sngine,
w-g pushed forwerd snd prectica ly turned ercund; Iho eer next bo
the tender Selesouyed the gad of ke suginme, =84 u;u four sure

following ware fersiled and hesly dsmaged, At the time of the ao-

oldens & high wing wss Blo-inz wod gleed =ac¢ fallling, She Tem ar-
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ature belng sboMt zero,

In the vieinity of the apoisent tie track 1s tangent for
Gver 1,000 feob 10 each dirsetion and sthers 15 a grade of «452 doe
saending westwsrd. Pursiloling She maln track on the maxta is a
paszing slding whieh enisrs She usin tiack shout I¥F Teet west of
the stubion. Located sbout 100 oot west of Lela stadloem is g hi:b-
way srosaing at zyrsde. Thic ervseing consisty of five, thres took
plaaks, 10" X 16%, tuc plenks parallsling each reil and one in the
gand oy, the minteum flengewsy sleaysnes beinz 2F inches. The wu-
oant apsoes ami ercseing asmroaches ayre mrfeocsd #ith limssugoe
aaresnings. The planks on the onigide of ¢he yalla ware from am
ineh tu an Ymch and g half ahove the tap of the r2il. Duripg she
12 kours pragscding the acolident po train het passed over $his ~rosal
anl tbo storm whilod wre prevaillsz ot tBat $ime had Blown 2 cof-
sidernbic anount of sleel and voreenings agalncst she smuge slde of
ezl raid) thoredby purtiaily ochoklng the flangewayss

The Strmex ia the viginity of the sosident is isld with
8S-pound stzel ralls, %8 feet in lemgih,. Aboutr OOF of the tiss are
of untrested hendwoos whlls the remainluy 208 are of treatod z0f%
weed, about 20 ficz belng nsed %o the rall. Tho frass lg ballasted
with abonl 10 Inchew of ohet,. Tho gouze of fhe traok was felrly
auifors, ¥ rying Crom oo marloun of thyse-alghes Inock »lds gauge ab
a polnt 2850 fest saod of iho point of the dayalilment 30 ohe-sixtesath
parpoe¥E ab a polns, 3,000 fect west thapeofe. The clevstion wes
priotically wnlfornm.

Rondmastor Asron stotsd that whes be reached the .opsme
of the a2caldomt be found laongo marks on Sthe iunslde of Cths uqﬂh,

rail, =lzc ou the gutside of the somth rall, whioch began ab the
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eroneing and extended westward 768 faet to the swlitch frog ot the
west end of tho house traek ot whish polnt the wing oal) slocxdy
ghowed that 1t had Deen sizmek by a whoel $lange. BHe ales ziated
s a&éﬁt 300 fset exst of ke arcssing he found & pleco of oak

tinher sbout 4 foet 2 itches long, =hish Bud Bad & plece 2pils ofF,
gnd at the sroseing ancther piecs of tho sape sSiagher wea found In
the consey of the Srae: suod 333117 another plecs wy found south of
e south mail, & ahors dictance woash of the orogsing. The plece
of tinber fusms Dotvesn Bhr rails bore evidence of havisns besn yun
aver by 8 shosle Thin, Sogether vith marks which apponrsd on the
erassing nlank, loads Bfn %o Belleve that 2 ploce of jluber hed
fallem from the pilod of the Azmsine some 4l ftafeg oas% of the
srozeing, solisting 1s, thfrowling a pard of it eolde, and o rrye
inz the zemsinder slony wntdl 18 rooohed tip erosaling, whore it
#a:1 waler the wheels and 4 railad Sheme

nzlooman Havley of Souin No, 837 stazed N0t 4. oyocohe
fr: Lels his trodn weo rugrin: Wb con 2% and 27 ziles per wurg
shordly ator passing the % tion oo obout the tins his mmgine
wais ob the eroseing he falt tic leszomotive getile @ 47 3 spriag
wapzer had ziven asay. e Sren Pels the wMesl on ke Sios. Ho
alowed the shyebtle, 'wmit % e be sould apyply the braker the en-
gine turned overs

An sezmination oF b loconotive after the aocldent 4ls-~
gloscd Sha: the _1lot =p. . 2ur vok: brubks were bBroken, .1z¢ the
maln e walir-y of the pomy Lok =g broken in frfgg\af falerun ond
tie forwsrd jort bad bren S7uilin: bebind ibe doralled wheslae

e ovicenes 1 no? urfielent 3o encblo She casoe oF |
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the zocident to B dolinitely determinmed, tul 1t 15 %elfeved that
1% resulled from one of two zensse; The svusiizor, which was
found wekes ofter the acoident may Bave broken fust zz the looo-
mative was pasaing over ihe ercesing, tims rellsving the peny Srunoek
of park of She engine's wedzht, spd the Loo and enow im the flange-
wsy, foreed the leaifug whesls to ralge suffislently to Permit —
the flange to ride over the railes On She other hand, the plece of
Efehur, vhioh wei found om Lho m&h@ﬁa&aﬁya@ the Srosf~
ing, balne free frvom ioe and srow, Indlostes that 4% may bave
heen plrged upol the 3%1lo% of the snglse and fallen off fn sooh s
gaaney thet £t fell amler on ¢ of the wheels of the pony Srusk,
thereby causingz 1t %o derail,
Eagine Hoe 927 15 a Baldwls somsoltsated of the 2.8.0
tyoe, weighing 120,800 sounde, of ehfoh 21,490 pounds nre oay-
ré2d sn the pony irack. &n sxominaifion of the soumlizer bar ils-
plozed mo flaw: iBe yheel flanzes were of 2TORary gaugs, and In
z1) other respecte the eugine =:2 Ia apparsnt good onisr.
The crawx of train Hoe. 857 at the tiue of the -asidend
hisd heen om 4wty & pyexdmstely © Bours and © sfinutos.




