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Hovenber 7, 1913

In re Invsstigntlion of Acellsnt on tha 3%, Louls douthvestern
Rallvay nesr evenz, Ark., on Octoher 2, 1210,

]

On Untober 7, 1215, thers wes o hesd-end eollislon on
the 8t. louk -doutinwestern Anlleay near Htevena, Ark., which
repulted in the desth 9f 4 esploysss snd he injury of 4
AEPluyYea,

After lavestization of thle agcident the Chlel Ingpsctor
of Safety Appllancga reyoris as follows:

Borthbaund €xirs 519 was on route from Ahrevesard, la. o
Fine Blufr, ark, Thia trals was o work treln oonslsting of 1C
oars, ineludisg x plls drlivep, brldge anterial, oamp onvrs, eto.
Bauled by lesomotlve o, 613, snd was in ahsrge of Conductop
Aprnes and Shplasmeyn Daviz. Thia teein leaft Shyeveport at 1100
Pae, PRaned Riner, Arh., 0.70 miles gowth of Stevenn, &% 7105
Teile, W &% TiS4 m.m, colliled with first Moo 15 at & noloat
ebout 5/0 of a mlle gouth of JLeVERs.

Fouthbound tealn Tirat Yo, 10 wep 2 fogt frelght traln e
routs fron Plne Blufy, Ark,, to PYowarians, Texas. This Srain
aonglsted of 38 anws «nd = csboose, houled by locesetive Ho,
853, and wap in eharpe of Uonductor Jheen and Ansasn Heduhe.
Thizs train laft Pine Blaf2 2t 21380 poma, and gt liy AlNa,

g 3tatlo 20,20 wiles aopth of tovens the erev In chsrpne ro-
eelved amons sthers s ooy of tr«lin opder Ho. 18 reading s
followst

SPipet No. 1D Sl wrlt oan Gamden wntil 8400 pune,
Fimn 6180 p,=., Suenn Y020 TEXD Date, Cgomaw TIN5

Teite, Stowvenr PIAT e ., HlSp U pas., HoNell
BILS pteta, "RS UL SITD v, for Ro, 16, Ro. TG,
TRber 888 Hopth ~nt rTor 518 Herth, Hoo 16, NHo.o T8,
2ni antras &7 50 518 sorth hirwe pight over asaomd
Ho. 10 lewiswllile to Jnnden,”

After reesivin. iz pder 2t Gessden, first Ho.o 18 pro-
egnded on Lte wey, —a < 0 JGeena Yiate, B.89 ailes novriy of
Itavens, &% Tils e, ool Jtevene &t Y108 pume, 7 alnuten
ghigrd tha tins naedgl o Wron opder Bo. 18, mnd colllided
wiilh exirz Ho. 819 za shov~ aiated,

Joth engires weps o't Ladly danaged, BSeveral freight
ears wers desidosad, nnd ervarsl others hedly Jamspged, 31ighi
dagere was sustzined b e troek, The sppinemsn of extrs 519,
e Uridgesen riding auen looc.rastive Bo. B1D, the firemsn of
locomotlve fo. 353, =i » ssintstsnce of wey employes ridlng
uron lacomotlve Ho. 200 rape the emplovees whe e Eilled., The
snend &f eachh Sprein rt the tiqe of the collizlan le helleved
to hieweg been aboutl 20 23lex ey hour. YThe weathar was ¢leor
snd both loeomoatives vord scalneed with slsatrle hesdlizhte. -




afbu

e dlvislon gpon which this sceldenty ogeurersd wes o
single traek liae., o blook signal eyates was la use, tralns
bglng opsreated under the trainwordsr aysiem, The polnt of
aollizlon wae 200 Iset from the gouthern end of s I0-Tsot ouk
about 1,700 feet ia lengih. The grads at this polit wea about
13 Gesgendiay for gsouthbéund tralng, whils the curvaturs wag
3 Jagreeg 40 minuteas landlag towerd $he ssuth, The viazlon af
the saginesen of extra 4517 weas almost entirely ohacured on
pocount 3f baling o the cutslde of the surve, whille the vialon
of the saglaemsn of the southdound trein wag limited by the
curvatars, oabl and tress 19 sbout 200 feet,

Lonductar Zhsrn of £lrql Ye. 15 statsd il slien the tpain
win Bgcprleg S%avens he wag ot hilg desl Flguelng where hls traln
wWreld Wo shle to 2o for trein Fe. 1, 5 pagsenger Irsln, Az his
treln slarted throuph the (own of Bleesns b wend Liverd ths alde
or of bls saboose inteniing to ses extra BLD whirn hLls treln
saesed 1%, AL sbeut thig tlae Spskeman Mayben, who wan plding
Wnothe epuzalez, sald that thet traln wes not there s he 2t
snge sale Thorly the brehes®, 9t the gese Silme strrting for lhe
gon Juetorfs velve, A% zboul this time they felf the brsies
wehng gpelind ln asepsnensy from the head end of the tralins
Yondnetor Yharv fopilier gisted that vhen he hanced the opders
o tiw eaginsnen ot Cemden he penerked that los. 18 snd %0
wore alpec~gy in, 28 et they hed wulit opders oh exiras S804 and
HC. He thern left the sngine, not walilsy for e snginsuan
W read the ordors to hlo g8 reguired by the rulss, Apcyrosche-
Ly 3tevene nono of the agoupants of the enboose were abhls o
coe Top epaugsi zhiewnd, on veetunh of the curvaiurs, LW asceptaln
whrtier or oot exire 310 wee on the paselng irack; snd se the
tredn conbinued oo Ltg way ho aupposed, of soursy, ihat thae
gnginenen vonld geo foat the tvaln zes into glesr. When Le
found cat $hadt axtee §10 wee Aot there he lookad st hls wnieh
aml naw thet 1t whg TESE D.m.  He then apked the brelenpn vhini
Blae Wielr wetehes indlested, thinking that poeslibly hisp vsien
hel ran Joun, At ang of then replled thet 1t wvee Ti0 pao
de then selif to aprly the olr Yrakes, as thoy wers runting
shesd o the wolt opder. e thought the esboose of Lls traln
eridd 0 & atow at 2 point about 1/4 or 1/2 mlle south of the
soutil swibeh, He further stoted fhat Ne 414 net hesy tia
srigingnen sound the whistle $1§nal for the ateilon +nld ke wag
surda (el o ong on the reay of the treln geve e en;lnsnun
arn ®all pioht® sionel,

411 the hr-lemen on thiie tenin were piding In the cebooae
2% the Liue o the eollilslum and thele a¥nemants wcatleonlly
aorroboretel thoase of thie condugtol.

acdnensn <etiabe atsred thed hie mind was e blAnk cone
soraany vhet Reonsned Just vrlor to the golllslons: Ve veeelved
toag erdorsy st Cenden, lncludlsap the apdey yeculring him to
w Lt oat JAeveny unEll 7147 Dade, anl pemernbasped thet bl rsdn
arg T onloutes Lste st Orexaw on the time glven In fre walt
arlar Lut 3L nod repesber anything that ognurred aftsar lervlng
el oreluy, net even reseabaring ﬁ%tin§ of £ stesa or aoDlye
baoc the oz deuken Just -pior 45 the golllslon, Wher asxsd



-

Af ne pemesersd eaying just slfter the essident *I theught

I bund ot all the treing on the opder when T Yeft OUgennw® he
stated thet he misht hews gald thet and he night met kRave esld
1%y that AC wep 2ll g blank to him, When he wie glven the
orders at Ussfen the ssnductor 418 not read them o iy, but
on lesving Cemden Inglnsmen BeCabe reésd thes o the fipesan.
 goctunt of the ather occupsnte of the enslime belng killasd
1t wan imposalble to obtein any etatements g fo whet ovourrad
In the engine belween the time the traln laft Camden znd the
time of the ¢olliaslon,

Hgls ¥o. 82 of the opereting wiless of this rallroad
providen as fellowss

%At meetlng points between tralns of different
clasees the infarinw treln muet toks the aliding
gl eloar the superior traln st lenst 8§ minutes.”

Under this rule extre 31% had %2 be 3ato clear £f Btevens ot
TICH Dolte 0F enylier, The tealn sheet Indiczted thet Lt pegssad
Hiner, 8,86 miles fron ltevens, st 7128 PeB., and in order to
esmnly with rule No, 20, therafore the train would heve had to
peinteln an avepage evesd considerebly ia exvege of OO mlles -er
Eour In order %o enzbls 1t te roach 34evans, snlfer the side
track, end elesy the msln line Zor the passsge of Firet Heo. L&
By 708 peme The ecolllslon cecurrasd &t aboea® T4 pea., 2t 2
rolint akout 878 of a mile soush of Stevene, #nd A% L¢ spyperent
thxt extre B1D would Rave heen uneble te reash the ewiteh,

coug to £ z2tor, and enler the 21l teeck within tim ene zinute
reqeining. It ig z2leo arparent that extre 319 wee belng opere-
ated in violation of = s-solal timeedard mle dander whilch the
epeed of all extps tpelne g licalted Yo BB slles sn houp,
resretlags of loenlity,

Gonduator Qarnes 0 arcre 9519 clalved that hie train
rrgeed Hlner beatwaen 721 cn7 TITT nem., &8 ghated that he
Firured on belag lnte clerr <t ovensg st 7140 p.a., and 1b any
event thet hiz trely spid Y ve Besn luto elesr By 7338 or
TS Pette Hettd Bpshomsn Teoed 3T oztra S1IP statad thet loomée
ﬁlatagy aftey the sevl’en® o oftarted Sowerd the esaglinres, UThe
Llrat man Mg asw wer U0 ing v~ Yolabe orawling fhawurh wndsy
the tendsr of locomotive To, 250, He anked the englnemsrn who
ke wrg, Bnt the -hly riroer be recelved war "Hy 30d! howv dig
I gweplook them.® Ze ~onin ~oked Engineman Helebe who ha vas
end the snglneman papllst, *.ler vz loek out for the englne.”

Beokeaman Mayhen of Jtret i 15 stated that he found
Inginenan Motabe unler trp -aslie ztape on the rignt hend slde.
s "stated thet Inglmmen Jel-ose weld, "Geopge, for fodle gele
Mt zome veter on the ~p-i o, <nat fe the satier wlat hes hap-
renad?® He glso stried Sw t whn cerrying Sagingmen Melabe
twgy From the wrepkseos g lelter weg In muck pein and saked
thenm not o hantdle him. -

Yonduetor Snarp hel hesn employed 82 euch by the 9%, Louls



i

Jouthweztorn Rallusy since Jetober 17, 1202, srevisns to whioh
Be ard Fad amut Yo vears' sgpardienos e’ o bhrekasan, Sofovs
boeanling coanestod 3%k thils palluny he Ned had about six years?
ex~arlence with the Illinotls Central RBallread s Drsleman and
sonfdustar. Inglaesan dednbe had been epployad a3 such by the

. Louls Jowtivesatern Rollwey since Septamber 7, 1306, previous
to whioh e hrad been employed as g Brakesan for afboul nlae soaths
Buplny this earvles he kod never hewn auspended, slzhoush his
recard hpd been sawkad eight timeg, BLLN the ewasntion of the one
cane where Ao was Mesnunsidle for ths dersllaeny of 2 zyrooking
tenin on zeocount of fast running, a1l of these marks were for
pinor offenneg. Nelthopr of these employees had been on duly in
zioletion W any of the vrovialons of the houys of zarvics low,
£ni the gsemz Ls tpua of all the othzy saployesz fnvwelved, all

of whon wore avperlangs man.

Thiz sosident wsa oeused Iy the fallupe of the conduetor
mal engines-n af train filret Mo, S te obep Yredin order do, 18,
whizlh poaulirsd then 50 weld for esxtpas 510 &% Stevens unill 73140
Deds b ether seoberg of the avew slao are to Blame Topr falling
to 2ton thelr iv-dn when they #aw that the traln order wis not
Werting egyed.

On meoount of tiw dsath of il the sesupents of locomollve
flo. DOY swoert Sncinessn Helabs, ne oppertunliy wos afTorded &f
detsraining the sorreatnsos of hiz elsls thet bl mlnl wis &
Bl st tihe tlne of the soulidznt, althaugh 13 sonears ot he
wrde aartaln ravaris Jusd affse She aceldent whiech he gou’.) not
raerter mMekinn when tastifylay at the Investliostlon., It 1g
AL anrapant, hovavar, fron Ale sonversation =ith Broleusn Read
eael Unghen that he wea im hlr eipht siad lmgedistely <It-r lhe

& -
goatdunt,

Ag wreviously anted, 211 the bpeXéwmen o tealn Ilret Mo,
1% ope rldicy In the goboore 2t &he $iue of fhe sccoldent. It
iy ot gafe ~rce2tice &n ovorate & Drelgoht iralin of 42 esra wlth
all L brakeassd of thet treln grouned at one end of the srae,

—ua A

anl auah esndltlione <haald nab Do taenitted.



