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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REFCRT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE RURZAU OF SAFETY IN RE
IFVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICF CCCURRED OW THE
S8T. LOUIS-SQUTHWESTZRN RAILWAY NTAR IDALIA, MO.,
ON JAFUARY 30, 1830.

March 4, 1930

To the Cormission:

On January 30, 1230, there was a rear-end collision
between a freight trein and a passenger train on the St.

Louls—-Sovthwestern Rgi1lway neer Idalia, lMo., which result-
ed 1n the death of one employee.

Location and method of operation

Tris accident occurred on the I1lmo Subdivision of
the Northern Division, which extends betveen Illwmo, lo.,
and Joneshoro, Atrk., a distance of 131.32 miles, end in
the vicinitvy of the point of accident 1s a double-track
line over wnich trains are operated by time-table and
train orcers, no rlock-signal system being in usc., The
voint of accident was on the southbound track, 2.89 miles
south of Idal-a, approaching this point Trom tnhe south
the track 1s tangent for a distence of more than 7,000
feet, foliowed by a 2° curve %o the risht vwhich 1s 2,353
feet 1n length, the accident occurring on this curve at
a point 170 feet scuth of 1ts leeving end. The gTade 18
descending for noTrthbouna trains for a distance of about
2,000 feet, being C.33 per cent ot the point of acciaent.

The aouble-track section on which this accident
occurred extends betwegen Dexter Junction and Idalie, a dis-
tance of 8.23 miles., The switches at each end of this
double-track section are hand-operated, and theirr ncrmal
position 1s for southbound movements, end 1t 1s the prac-
tice, when there are no conflicting rovements to inter-
fere, to operete northbound treins against the current of
treffic, in order to avoid delesy in hsndling the switches.

The weether was clear a+ the time of the accident,
which occurred about 1.16 a.m,
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Descrintion

Missouri Pecific northbound second-class freight
trgin thire Ne. 46 consisted of 83 cers and a caboose,
heuled by engine 1412, and was 1n charge of Conducter
Heiligmen and ngineman Laurent. At Dexter Junction,
3.54 miles south of the point of accicent, the crew 1in
charge of this %rain received, among others, a copy of
train order ¥o. 2, Form 19, reading es follows:

"Third 46 and N¥o 2 have
right over oppoeing trains
on southward treck Dexter
Junction to Idalia.”

Train thira No., 46 departed from Dexter Junction at 12.40
2.m., running on the southbound track, and was brought to
a stop about half way between Dexter Junction and Idalia,
on account of a break-in-two resulting from 2 carrlier 1ron
having come down on one of the cars. Repairs had been com-
pletcd, the train recoupled, and they were about to proceed
when the rear end of the train wes struck by train No. 2.

St. Louis-Southwestern northbcund passenger train
Nc. 2 consisted of two baggage cars, one combination marl
and express car, two coaches, one club car and itwo Pullman
sleeping cars, hauled by engine 660, and was 1n charge of
Conductor Glimpse and Enginemen English. This train
vassed Dexter Junction at 1.07 a.m., on time, having re-
celved a copy of train or.er Wo. 2, previously mentloned,
precceeded on the southbound track, and collided with the
Tear end of train third ¥Wo. 45 while traveling at a speed
estimated to have been between 15 and 20 miles per hour,

The ceaboose of train third No. 46 was demolished,
and the wreckage destroyed by fire, while the five cars
immedietely ahead of 1t were derei1led and more or less
demazed. Encine 660, of train No. 23, Temained upright
with all wheele derailed, and was not badly damaced, while
none of the cars i1n this train was derailea. The employee
killed was the conductor of trFain third No. 48.

Summary of evidence

Flagman Gourley, of train third Ne. 46, said Corn—
ductor Heiligman read the copy of train oraer No. 2, Te—
ceived at Dexter Junction, and that when the train came
to a stop on account of the break-in-two, at 12.48 a.m.,
the conductor said he would look ocut for the rear cof the
train and for Flagman Gourley to o ahead and see what
wes nrong. Flagman Gourley did as he was instructea, but
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first mentioned to the conductor thet the cabnose was
standing on a curve and that train No. 2 was due out of
Dexter Junction atv 1.05 a.m., On reesching a point near
the middle of tne train, Flagman Gourley found that a car-
rier 1ron hga ¢ome down and, i1n company with the head
brakeman, he rmede the necessery repairs, signalled the
encineman to bsck the heed portion of the train, and

the trair wes then coupled up prepcretory to proceeding,
After this hed been done, Flazmer Gourley started toward
the rear of his train, Dut he hed not procesded more than
five car-len~ths vefore the colligion occurr=d. Flagman
Gourley further stated that ne had heara train No, 2
sound a road crossing whistle signel ana had seen fire
flving fron the wheels wnen 1% wes within three or four
telegraph poles of the rear of his own train., Il further
appearcd from ihe flagmon's statements that Conductor
Heailaigman had avvecred to be in normal condition and was
at all tires fully eble to perform his duties as a con-
ductor. Wher the flagman left the caboose, however,
preparatory to goinz anead, the conductor was still sit-
ting i1n the cupola, making no prenarations to protect

the train., I* +ras at this time that Flagman Gourley no-
ticed tnat tne cunola light wes burnin and showing red
to the rear, which mas also the case witn the outside
marker, but he was unable to state definitely whether

the 1nside marker wes showinz red “or green to the rear.

Engineman Laurent, of train third No. 45, said his
train was moving at a speed of sbout 25 miles per hour when
% broke in %tmwo, and thet he &t once sounded the "irain
perted" sipnel, he then whistled out a flag as soon as
his train had cone to a stop, and sent the fireman ahead
to protect treins on the obther treck while the head brake-
men went beck a2lonz the train to ascertzin what was wrong.
Tne train had been recoupled, et 1.12 2.m., and the air
wes being pumped un ~when the collision occurred, at 1.18
2.m. Enoineman Laurent also stated that vhen starting
2round the curve to the right on which the accident oc-
carred, he hed looked back and noticed thet the markers
weTre burning on the caboose, as well as the caboose deck
lignt, but a*% the point where his engine was standing
after coupliag up, he could not see the rear of the train,
because his enTine then —wes pert wayv arcund a curve to the
left. Tt further avpeared thet Enginersn Laurent had
talked with Conductor Heilipman when starting the triv,
and a8t thet time the conductor had appeared to be 1n
normal condition. .

Firenan Alins sgi1d thet vhen he was recalled end had
rcturned to nis engine, he saw the marker on the left or
west side shoming green to the front, and ke e2lsco saw
fire flying from the wheels of train No. 3 Just prior to
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the occurrence of the accident Hig other statementsg, as
well as those of Head «lukemcn Shever, generally cor-—
Toborated tae gtatereonts of <rhe engincmen.

Engineman Ta77ish, of train I'c. 3, said he received

a cony of train orfer Ho. 2 2t Dexter Junction, that his
trein pessed that poin+ atv 1.0% a.m., and that when {rom
tve to four Yelegrarh poles Irom the reer of train taird
No. 45 he sar the Gim sotlime of ar obstruction and at

about the sere ti1ue saw twn dill rved narkers and also &

EL licht celiow tuem, wrich wicht have been a lantern
nenging on the coboosz dosr. Ee d1d not toink tae cupola
light wes burning or else he woala hove noticed 1t. The
speed of his trai~ ot *tais tire was fror 40 to 40 miles
per nour, ondé ke ¢t once awolied *te air brakes 1n emer-

sency, ehut off stezm, ond orened the senders, and hLe
egtﬂma+ed the speed of TMis trein hod veer reduced to 1B
or 20 miles per oo v tbhe tinme the sccident occurred,
Nco torvedoes or “reeszg bad been encountered, nor hod he
heen flegges 2t any wolnt :etween Dexter Jdlptloﬂ and the
roint of rcclaent, whi e tle coor of the coboose was
closed end *here Tere M0 siems of anv one 1n or =round 1t.
Lagine na Inglish elsn gieted thet the neasligpht orn nis
ereine g3 pural-e proneriv, ond thet the air brakcs were
in gond vork'n? order, ond e did not trink the fact theat
noth markers were showiny red to the reer caused hir to
Delieve tnat the freiecht train wsa on the aorthbound
track, insteed of bein. 2bhcod of Pi1m on the southbound

track,

Fireman Tisdele, nf tr=in ¥o. 2, who rode on the
fireman's sect box fro Dexter Junctrion to the voint of
accident, s3e1d there wore no orpefocs or fusee=g aisplaved
im any way, end hig Tirst tmowledte of anvthing wrong wes
when the eqarincman called a2 weranine gné at the same time
applied the bravrer 1m emarsency., Firemen Tisdele saw the
neTkers on the cehoose shorving rad to the reecr, but did
not notice any otrer Tﬂgn y, TOT «1d ne seée any one 11 oT
aroand the czhoose. he g% -toments of Conductor Glimpse
and of ths other memobv nf +the ¢rew of train Ho. &
develored nothint of i1mmoritence.

Operator Ishrall, on duty 171 the verd office at
Pera@ould vhen Conductor Heiligman's train left that point,
se1d thst ithe concictor awnecrad to be 1rn normol poysicel
COHdlu’Oﬁ arnd thal he !rev of ny reeson why he should not
beve mede the trip 1m cusstiom.
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Conclusions
This accident wes caused by feilure to provide proper

protection 'rnen gtendiny on tne main track on tho time
folleciing svuwcrier tratli.
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Tne eovidence indiceted that Conductor Heilaigmar had
reed the order directine bis trein ond elso train Fo. 2 to
run azeinst the current of traffic from Dexter Junction to
Idelia, ena thet 1t vas customery for such reverse move-
ments to be mode ~henever possiblc 1n order to 2void delay
resulting fron hevnaling the switéhes et coch end ot the
short scction of aouble treck, The flegzmen seid thet when
the trein broge 1in two, the corductor told hir to oo
aheed £nd sce wnat t1es *ronz, 1t being the inteation of
the conductor to look out for the recar end of the train
1tself, insized of heing protected, however, the trein
rag elloved to stond on the main treck for a totel per:ed
o spproximetely 28 minutes without eny torpecoes or
fusees havine been put down, and without env ettermnt on
the part of Condvctor Heiligmen, who epperently hed re-
meined 1 the coboose all the time, eithcr to Five eny
kind of 2 stop zirmel to the approcching train or to get
out of the ceboosc 1n time to save nis o n life. Under
these circumstences, no definite exnlanetisn coca be ad-
venced to cxplain vhaet occurred.

A17l thz erplaovecs 1nvol—el were exnerienced men,
cad o2t the t1me of the sccident none of thes hed bsen
on duty 1in viclation of env of the vprovisions of the
hours of service law,

Respectfullv submritied,
W.P. ZORLAYXD,

Director.



