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Ins r» Inveatigetica of acsident umaa ceouryed
on the St. Joseph Valley Rail

Immuhm&m, Deoscber 30,

Jaminyyl9, 1917.

1%1&, there n&a rear-end sulilsion

wkyn msgm m:n o m % oseph Valley Ballwsy at
Inverness, Ind,, whleh rooulited in

the doath of £ passengers
mmmmaﬁwmza&m After the
investigation of thils sesident, the Ohief of the Division
of Sarety reports as followst

o2 route to Elkbar:, st 4.12 p. m. zzmmm
+"3.8 nlles west of Golusbin,
7o} 16 nm Angols st 485

&’:umm;ﬁnlmi;mmwsmmmzmw
frei o8BI, eoubination beceege sad pssoBuger oar,
mxﬁwmaum Mmﬁuﬁmﬁ%&%

Tais an route 90 Orlend,
;m,, 21.8 nt ia, loft istter plece
8% 4415 pe Wey Phves sinutes alter the departure of trein
Bo. ¥ mmumu%%mwwmum
the =ain line, and 1is youcied by & spur temck, Where tie
spur traok eonnevis with the line there is 2 wye, one
am leading t¢ the west and She other to the east. 4 abord




.

distance west of the polnt shere ide west a2y of tais
Solas the zain this yailwey orosees the traaks
mmfw‘xw Irond, some 4lstanee beyound
which point a track leads fyom She mein line to Angols
Junstion, whioh station, accoriing to She tinme~tabis, is
ons wile weat of Asgols and loezted & short distance south
of the nain track. ﬁtﬁauﬁ%ﬂmﬁmﬁmm

af the traok leading npole, &t Azgola statlien,
2t the Tork Mttﬁ ' Mg, m at m
switoh of the treok leading to

lossted elestrie lighta, whick, u&m«u saat

mwmmmumﬁ' ¥hen extye
128 resched the cast srm of the sSpur Sesck wye, the
1ights were not whish ted that trein Ho, ¢
was either at Asgals had alesved itasif there, or had
retoraed to the saln treck ond scxtioued weetwrd. As is
mmxumﬂimiﬁm,uﬁnﬁaaammm
s Lhvown a senbar of the orevr of sxtye 125, tuwning
on el)l the lights mentioned; the trsis then procceded and
mhummxmnmuﬁmmmm
tautalMatQMza.m Then axtys 188 waz inte oleer the
lights were turned m&;muﬁmmazwm
mmmn m., Bo. ¥ pussed, 1% da
mmmmmm&h
ng. uﬁ'ﬁ‘ggm uim
Junetion ot 5.50 mﬁot&msﬁaaﬁﬁ
to Inverness in | tiﬁMﬂwMﬁﬁm

‘%ﬁ

rear end of tyaln Ho mﬁuwmﬂtmt
20 uiles en houre

poins of ascidemt from the sest tbore

m
& dssoeuding gynde for weslideund tysins Mmmntmi
mm%gma:ﬁwmg’mg m;?:
yoint 2,000 wedt sule Y m Wm
gﬂ;?mgmamt’m% the view
enginenan on & westhoond tralin, epproschis,
s bolng linited to about 388 fect, wbi
Wummm

The rear vestiduls of tho motor #ar was destyoyed
and all the soats in the ser wers towm locee; locunetive 128
sustsined slight dsssge. Neltheyr the ear oy the loesomotive
wad dersiled. It wue dark ot She ti=e of sccidest and the
weather wes elouly.

mmmmm.gm&. steted thet hie tramin
bad no orders of ny kind whem it left Coluudle, that the
mﬁwuxﬂﬁmmmni&m,m




e

hat e 414 not ses extre 188 wvhem his tyain puczecd the
switoh nes? Acgola Junotion. HBs stated thes three atops
were zade between Angols ssd Inverasss, shere niz traln
srrived st 5,30 p. u.i that theve were 385 pessengers S0
be discharged there, mmmwzunamm«
5.38 pe n. mmmmuummmmﬁnum
MHBCMMWGWQM%MWGM
thﬁmmmmtmmmmtm
his trsin, and in this instance the acsident ooourred
WﬁﬂﬂﬂW&Mﬁi&MMwaw@.
He olsd stated no fusess were furnished his trein, ale
though fusess ave Supposed to de used wiere trelas are
mwﬂammatmak* fe farther stated that he was
unsvare of the faet that the saxtye was Toliowliag his
alshough he nad seen extra 120 =% Colundie and knew thet
it wouid follow hie train out of that place, but thought
that vhen bis trein wes st Angols, Inssomoh a9 1t was GODw
siderably dalayed, sxtre 128 bad proocoded to its des-
tinetion shead of hie train. He shted thet 208l B0V
sents hawve been althoupgh It was necessary oy such
axtras to have an or bafors doing o0, and ir thet hed
teen done he wuld have reowived 8 oty of the order.
Conduotoy Pole slso stated that only one zarker ves §is-
piayed on the oay, Phet belng on the right side, thers
belng none ou the leoft side bLegause of the scoket huving
beon broken off. The zsrker displayed was an ordineyy
Ted lantern fastened near the top of the oy, about foupy
feat from the roar of the reer westibule, Gmmm:
stated that h%e had deuwn cxammiced an the Book of rules of
the Detroit United Ballways, where be bhed once been -
ployed a8 an extre cosductor for 3.1/2 months., Ee stated
m«wm&um;mammwmwﬁu
Qomrany; that hs had read 4t thoronghly, but thet he 418
mmmmgmmmgu jelnyed before it
would bp nocsssayy to ;rotedt it usder mle 99.

MMMﬁ&m%¢ stated that e and his
sondustor were the anly sexbers @mm&mﬂam
gsee uxtrs 1268 st Angols m;mm is trein passed neay
that place on ihe usin treak; that e did bot know there
was & train nesr; and that he haz never known it to de
neoessary So rroteet nis ear sgalnst follosiag trsine. He
paid that he made o attem:t L0 meke up any tisme, we he
tad the lsrgest nuxbey of peassengers ok board thet he svey
bauled between Angols and Invernsss.

Conduetor Deter, of extrs 128, astated that on the day
ﬁrmamimtuﬂmmmhwamw

Hoe 20, which wae drewn looonotive 1 and whizh leofs
Lal at 8.30 a, m, s train erri ot Angols Jusotiom
at 10.57 a, n., s8d some tize later he Yessived, iz & telew
mz}m et that plesee, trainu owder Bo. 4, resding a8




wlw

158 run astre Jenetion to
Colustis suf retumn £ Orvers.s

Bis trein left Augols Junetion et Z.J4 p. %., arrived ag
Colombia at 3,18 p. 5., and leoft tust plase for Orland b
$415 p. m. He stated That when his tyin left Colunmbia
it sousisted of tuo cors snd the oossh; that &t Berlein,
#s0 niles weat of Colundis, & oay was pioked up; sud that
&% Junotion two cars were set out and four picked
UPa further stéted that the bSrakes OB the six cars
somposing his trais at the $ize of the sssident woere worke
ing, tut that the brakes on the englne wepe not
boosuse of & broken brake head; regardl
bowever, the Lraikes sesmed Go hold effeetively upon sssh ape
Fliostica, Conduetor Deter stated that be saw tesin Ho. 7
lenve Columbiaj that he kuew there war & wle Pecuiring
traine $o be spaoed five mimates apert; end that when ki
train wee at Angole Junotion trein No. 7 peassed, at sboud
5.0 Do Bey his owm troin lesving et 5,80 p. 5. Be aise
aumm%mmmmma?{s Junetion and
Invernoss, at & point kncwm a8 the Leke James Line oroscing,
vhere the trecks of en slesirie rallway oross the B¢, Joseph
Valley Roilway, this stop esusiazg 1ittle delay. EHe stated
that aftay lsaving Angols Junstion he »ode in the soach until
near Inverness, whan he went out on the resyr pleiform; and
shat be fell mo sprliostion of the brakes =8 his train aspe
proached the of ksoident. Re further statod thst the
speed approashing Inverness wes Letwosh 25 snd 30 miles an
and that he hed o futisation of the ;reasence of tysin
Bo. 7 defore the oollision otourred. Aecording to the time-
table, trein Ho, 7 is allowed 28 uinutes to go from Angels
$o Inveruess, while in this ouse 50 minutes wers consuuad,
ConSaotor Deter stoted that 1t was veyy unususl for s moltoy
sy $o yeuulre ap ugeh time, and that when his byein wes
¥ Inverncas he hed 0o 4cudt that tymin Ho, 7 hed sl-
resdy 1 that plisee. He further stated Shai he hed & ooy
of the bopk of mles, but had never beon sxghined theremu.

Enginesan Eerying, of extre } stated that when his
mﬁnmm&m&unﬁm m@fhmymm
fanetion, through some ssoldent the bLrake head om the sngine
was droken at Mongo, Xad., B.4 alles east of Lebyange, toIOw-
ing the droke shoe sbd pendering the brekes on the sugine in-
operstive; the frain however, was not effectad. He
prescure uy S0 70 posnds beteoes Koeo and Colombie; o be-

_ ap or

Colunmbis and ity Bt that the Lrskes not
work sstisfactorily, and b6 reveracd the englne wien

: is tysin wes at Angols
Junction; that his oondustor suid nothing to him sdeut 143




ed, but that he 4ld see

trein No. 7 before the collision occurr

ol

shet he 414 sot mow 1t =as renning lats, dut natuwal

suprosed that when his train wuld reach Invernese - 1
o, ¥ would have gohe some Lime sinee, inazmuoh ss 1t wss
gobeduled to loawe there at 5,00 p, 2. Be further stated

keve done 20, yet on & mumber of cosselons he has offersd

the firesan at the lattey Hma 2ot seved to see
them, in whiich osce he hee told him the countezis of the
opésr,. He alco stated that aprrosthing the point of
aoeident the fires:n wes dob looking out on his aide) thad
e had often told him to 40 80, Mut that he hed yalf no
attention S0 him, Euginemen Herring stated that he thought
the maximps sposd of his trein on this triy wes 20 nilese M0
gwﬁngi%f%uﬁﬁﬁnﬁﬁég
18 niles an hour; end he asorided the socident to the

£ 3
ists, snd that ;yopsy bLesking ower 1z $the train 65 lsok-
ing, He furtzer steted that he had not been exmuived for
syomotion to enginsaan on this relilyvoed, because they 414
a0t have mny sxamination.

Firsusn EBeton, of extys 128, stated that betwesn
%ﬁgnﬁﬁ#ﬂa«géﬁwﬁgﬁﬁﬂ
westhound trip peman frecusn somalel
%ag%&#%ﬁ%. to bold the

30t ses\the sngineasn revorse the sngine ebout 200 feet
88t of tae point of scoldent, the speed st the time of
aolliision delng about 15 zilem em hwoup,

Boay Drakesen of eztre 1 stated that the

aprlieation of the hrzkes ixvediaztely prior to the colilsiom,
He stated $hat the losomotive was 90 dmteaged that 1t ocould



.

Bot heul the train, end shen & Yogulsy tyain arrived
sone tize sfter the seal the dlsadisd engline wa
tekien away from its traln whon 1t wms sttempted
$0 move the cars of the axtys 1% wma found necessary
o Tirst *bleed™ the air from the oylinder om & car,
as the drakes were sticking, indiecating Shat the eir
in extys 128 hed Deea working back thrvugh the trasin
1ine satisfeetorily.

- Bepatener Belson, oo duty st La xe, stated that,
while the ruies require trmins in the ssue o%ion %o

bs apnoed five ainutes gosording to the L
of the ¢t at Columbia B Ho. 7 wad extys 128 left
shere thres ninates apart; that there i no operew

tor &t thet rlece to keep ireins spsoed Tive adnutes
apart) and thet there is no train reglster ke € 2t
Colunbic. He steted thet the agent sk Asnpols yeporisd
train Ho, ¥ a8 leaving there at 4.506 p, n,; that he .
spoite with the conductor of extrs 188 over the Selephone
st Angola Junction, told him thel Sreiuw Ho. 7 wes late
mmtifhhmmmxuwmanwzhsﬁy.mio
would zive him an order te syooesd aheed 4f trein Ne. 7,
the eondustor weylying that he would net Be ready for b
lenet 1P ninutes; and that the ezpent at Shet pisce Yo
rted extra 128 as having left et 5,80 Dy =m. Dispstobep
1son stated further thot in oase he dosired to fssus mn
order t¢ an oxtye 8t Inverness he would ocsll the agemt,
who would bave to flag the extrs, the agent ot Inverness
beling lossted in e store building seversl hundred feet
from the track. He further stotedd that iz cnae of enale
there would de 2o zesns of machisg & traln between
wabis and Angola; end thet under the fules he eould
sot have held sxtye 128 at Aopols Fumoticn until trein o,
7 lelt Iaw;t m‘m ttml mﬁ &m tﬁntéﬂm his
teen sxamined op the rules gowveraing exployees in train
opeyation; nsitber ud of them over besh «xsained
on the aly braks ules. stated that the eunreny 414
5ot at that time have o standerd oloek, and tiat, while
soize of theesplovess cume 0 Lim 30 lesyn the dorreet tics,
hs 414 not now where ull the employees lesrped it, or
whether scaductars and enginezen and Sotoruel Sompured
wntohes, Hs stated that there ape no Speed restrietiong
esxtre trelag.

This sscidaent wes caused by the fallure of Condnotor
Dols propsriy to srotect his Syainm as required by rule 99,

Bule 10§, of the opersting rules of this rullwey,
youds as followse

e d uﬁ(m
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SGonduators, enginesen and sotorsen ere
respotsitls for the sefety of thely trains sad,
under sonditions not od for by the rulss,
mast taike svery Ireesmution Ter thely rrotestion”

Rule 99 resds in cart ss followes
“Fhen & train or engine stops or is delayed,

under siveunstances i shieh it asy be overtaien
by another traelin, the met go Hask Ine

flageen
mediately with etop sliguals & sufficient distance
to insure full sotion. Wien reeallsd he zmy
rirss = on the rail

Corduator Pols knew thet the extya wes fdllowing, when uis
train was &t Angoln,; sud alee kngw that If the extre had gone
on beyond Angels JFunoticn absad of %is teain it would Lave re-
saived an ovder %o &0 30, mmd thet he would have Poosived o
sopy of it. mmﬁymﬂ?nu s hagdlod betvesn Adngols
a:&:amm%mﬂmi%&mm-ﬁ&tgﬁ,%
although caly three intsrvening DB WOTE Lt aing
mkgmm::: BSOS, !&:tgmg@am;
sunbey besaetgers ssharged at Iuvarnsss, and,
m&wm%.?mgaﬁmﬁmmﬁah
should have gobe back te protest the train, in the zesnney
praseribed by ruls 99, while the psssengers were belug 4lew
charged. UCondustor Dole atuted thet be had pever LEsh X«
smined on the book of rules of this rallway, sad, Trom Lis
mmtmtmmummwmsmﬁmgnum
seven or eight minutes after it oome o & 8505, 16 15 ovie
4ont that he wae not Dally soouelnted with the rales,.

furnioned with Sorcetove, it ucn Ievestiseiioe steer the

u ation
msmmmmmm?Mum@uwfm
at the rear of the cari end had he Shrown off a burniag
fuses pt sone adysatageius ﬁﬁ: oeay Iuveracss, this 29sle
deat =ight hove hesd preven

Bule 998 reads ss Tollowed

" oun get
off, & barning Tuses shell be thrown off at inted.
vals to insure safety.*

k3
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Whether o 5ot the specd wez sctunlly reduced bYetween Angels
end Inverpess, the fegt thad tyein No. 7 comsused 10 sinutes
nore then sohedule runuiag tize betveen Anzols sod Inverneas,
cecnsioned mostly, perba;s, by the length of =tops, had the
gane offest insufer ss endangering the resr of the train wes
songeyned, The englancuen of exiya 128 stated that the siy
trhes ou hisz tyeinm hed not seemed to take hold properly
on this trip, the brekes on the sugine belng imoperstive,
but a had bean mede at the Leke Jomes Line sroesing a
short while before the sollision coourred, end it is dee
lieved thet hed & bdurning fusee been thrown off by train
o, T, extys 126 would heve besn brouzdt to 3 atop in Sise
$¢ avert Lthe soliision.

The iovostigstion of this aceident Aiscloesd the fact
that the gpereting prectices of this wailvay eve bed. X
e most L-pertant reles sre dloregarded, evidently Dsosuse
of laek of fanllispity with them ani the part of exployess,
Bule €, of the gen rules, rsiuires that emplovess nmet
PRED sﬁc regulired exeminstions. All of the esployoes iBe
volved, who were csisd soseernisg the rules, steted thet
they hed never besn exanined on them; and the &dlapetobery
stated that he inew of no instance when enployoes were o3
suined on the treiln operating rules,

The time-table of thls ecapsny spesifies thut ¢etandard
alock is loeated at Lefirenge, but the dispatoher statel that
&t the ;resent time ithey have 2o standerd olosk, whiokh it
dicatod that smployees apparenily geot tine ez Best thoy omie

It is to be noted thel, wvhen lsaving ingola, traim ,
Hos 7 bed on bosrd 77 rasssugers, & number more than 3-1/8
tines its seating capaeity, vhich was 21 peszengers; suf the
only wap svellsble for m&oﬁm purpeses was the conduvetor
in churge of the train.

Under opereting conditic-ns such ss those disglosed,
% iz indeed reoeyiksble thet similer ccoldents ere not a )
frequent ocourrenss on this rellwey. There ig 1ittle benefis
to bw derived Trom the forsulation and distribution of mmles
of any charsotsr if the esplovees are notl sramined as to
thelir kuowledge of thez, and oconstant effort put forth to
insure entire familisrily and comnlianse with thee rules,
Suzh devellicticn of duty, suoh menifest indirfferecce %o the
wolfare and safety of saployees snd the trovellng
pedlic, on the jart of those Sharged with the osperstiom
of this rellway, connot Be 00 strongly eondeaned.

Disoipiine sndl hours-of-soyvice retorde of sEployees
have never been kept by this yallwey, but the esplorses ilo-
volved to this sooident were considered coupetent men, At
the tize of accident anone of the enployees had bdeen on duty
is violatiom of the provisions of the hours of service aot.



