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On aran© 14* 1014, there was a dersil&isnb of a passenger 
^ train on the Southern Railway near 0adlerf B# wtiiofc resulted . 

in the death of tbo ©aglnsnai* and fireman and the injury of one 
sail elsrk* two portoro saddens passenger*" Aftesf investigation 
of this aooident the Gfcief Inspector of Safety Applianees reports 
sa follows* ' 1 • • ' • ' ' 

Southbound passenger train h m as the Binniashaa, 
Special we a en route from Washington, &« C«» to BlmiagbsuE, Ala»f an 5 eousisted of 1 mil oar# 1 soabination oar, 1 ooaoht 1 tourist oar end 4 EuUasaa sleeping ears* hauled hy loeessotiv* 
Ho. lrso? and was in eharge of Conductor fue&sr and %gin$man 
Wlngste* ^hs oars In this train mm ell of all-steel eonstruo* 
tion &itb the mw&ttm of tbo soaeh* whioh had stool uad&rfrsa&e 
ani steel sides %o the window tvmm* Train S?o* $0 left 
Danville. at U £49 p*ra# Jua£ 1$» 8 eiitmtes lota, loft Pelha&( C«4 at 12*16 a«g« 9 minutes late* and at 12(33 ®*m* m e derailed at the north passing traslc Saitoh at Sadler isfcile running at a 
®?ead estimtod to have been shout 40 miles per hour* 

She; loowtivo bh® first o sura issre derailed* as well 
a$ ths forward t̂ uate of t&© giaclft the engine turned asm* 
plotely around aM earns to rest on its loft side at the foot of 
the ejahanki&ent on the wat aids of ths trao&* tender m s 
aoross the t«o tr^okat still eoupied to the engine* the saail ear remained eoupled to the tender and was in an upright position 
oloar of the min traok9 m were the %m foUoving osrs* fho 
other derailed ears sî o rsEiainod upright* ?ho traô : was sadly 
torn up from the switch to ths roar end of the engine* a distant* 
of shout 450 feet* 

^his part of the Southern Railway is « singlo traefe line 
and train movements aro proteotsd hy a manual hloofe sl^l system* 
$he traok is laid «dth AS-gouud ste«l rails* M feet long* with 
shout lg oak ties under sash rail# hallastsd «dth about 8 inebos 
of rooK| with about 13 inebos of pebble ballast un&$raoatb* 
proaobing the soene of the aoeidont fro» the ŝ rtb tbe traOk is. 
straight for about one-half Bile* teith a slightly asoonding gmds» 

/ mil at the point of derailment is on a fill wrying in depth from 
v 10 to IS feat* 

Bacs&inntioahf the passing traaK s^tob at sfeioh the twain 
ma derailed showed that about 40 indues of a sootion of an aren 
bar tie strapt stixmt 10 feet In length* had booo^wVdgod betwosn 
the ŝ itob point and the stools rail9 omusisg tbe spreading of- the fomor, Jbls ti© strnp onm® from tbe right side of tho rear truc& 
and th© Pullman slooping ô r Jfc^idro# the fifth in northbound 



in) 

?«eeen$er lot H©« S@* vifcieh had paused 8tt41er at about 
U S 8 nearly an hour before tho deril&ae&t occurred* tho 

tie strap apparently had become detaehad fresi tho forward and 
of the truok, bonfc around and dragged Into tho Bi?Steht fere&fcing 
off near the front md of tho rear pedestal* ^ho part attached 
to th® forvrara ea$ of th# truek yra&e, loading to the front 
pedestal, had bro&en off at th® first pedestal hoit hold *md wao 
£oun& on the righ& else of th© traefc at a point ahoufc 100 yirds 
north of the eftltob* f̂ee part attached to tho rear of the truaie 
fro&a, leading to the r$*ir pe£esfeal0 wi*a found e& the arrival 
of the train at Washington* $* C«* and tas removed at that point* 
"Fho brea&s la sr. is ties etrap were fresh ani there mm no aapa* 
rost tXmm in the stetsl* Although the tie strap showed th&i it 
had bees, dragging for aoose tJ»o srlor to booming w$dg©3 in the 
0^itch* no m®r&$ were found on the ties at any point aou feh of 
th® ©witoh. ĥiss arch ha? tie strap was about id feat is lengtn 
rf&en eemplefee* ^h© forward «n*i •was fastened to th® front of tho 
truck fr*K!W» with 0m bolt; it than pasted under th© tir̂ ee journal 
ftoxos, being fastened at each pedestal with holtcj it \v&o 
then fastened to roar ot the trade frame with one telt* 
^heso tie straps earry liotlo "eight| being $tlm®& on tb<* track 
for the purpose of holding tbe pe4eot&X$ Is position «nd fteepisg 
the ••frhevl* frora &ropj*ing oufc is mm tho truest firatt! should he 
raised for any juxpose* fhe defective tie atrsp fc&u nat been 
Aiaoovofr&i by investors at any point south of Sadler* neither 
had th© fact that it had been broken* EKDSTt of it £d&sing* 
bfĉ u ̂ iaeovorsd ^rior co th© arrival of troln 1 s t So* 3# in 
Washington* although ioe*too. on th© outeido of th& tmek ssd go 
situated ti-at it oould easily hav© boen -iiaoovered* 

A t tbe time that irnia lat Wo* 38 poe@«d basilar a freight 
train ^ma en tho siting* The train o r w of tales freight train 
noticed fire flying front about the ai&ilo of the r^^m^r train 
but thought it W&B aue to tfco sticking of a brak* sfooe* After 
tbo passage of tr-ia let % * sa* f w northbound paes'-sager trdae 
had passed over the gwitgb but e^erioaesd no tro bis o& as neurit 
of th& svlteh being a trailing ^oint spitsh for nsoYesaentfi in 
t£et direction* ^rain 20 «&« the first aornthbeaed trcln to 
pass* 

Whan train 1st $o# 38 wm iasp^stod at flallsbury* %©no©r 
and Greensboro* JJ* c . t points T[t ¥5* a^d §8 e4.1"at rappeotlvoly, 
^outh of tal@3?# th^ defoetivo^ntrap^ If it -»os dofe^tive at 
thos points* not- dlnooverod; In f?*et, the Inspeotioa unaoubt-
edly vns not m*ih oulii tisive enab7e*S the inapeotera *io ha^e 
looovored ifcis eon4iclon» After passing Ssdle^ tho treia wss 

las^osteti st D'xnvlllo axsd ̂ onro© f V'«, pointe SI and i&tloo^ 
re^postlvolv, aorth of S>uiler; r̂ isvei'thelosa, the fus^ ih'it tho 
tie strap waa br«&on ajia Tsiuaiaif ̂ aa arst riiaaororod^antll tho 
UTttln roaobed Washing&oBp Sb9 smiles frcm Sadler* Under %h® tiso-
oard sohe<lul©» tr^in 1 s t 3© atu^s 10 minuter e6-d<.liobury* 5 
misut^fj at £p®?io$r and 7 mlauto^ at Greensboro • Stops of 10-
anu S mlmiiieii also m ' w at jfcnville a ^ K^nroo, re.'pootlvolyv 



v Si) tfesq tafe*' fioKed up and set e$yf^$^i*;f( ! 

•V'WJXV/. seated* T T A « ' ' • , 1 , > , I . * ! - • ' ( , , ? , ' , . V • 

V & S F V
 1 fbs ii^Wdbora at. 0all«fa)*7#- ̂ eneor'si&d Oreensbor© '̂ Atitft 

; ; th&b they found none of the eguigffiiegt on t$Yttln lot Ko* 58 to l» 
defective* #tt of tbm w e of tbe opinion that tb# titt* ello*ed 
under the tto»oerd schedule was not sufficient to enable « ea«h* 
fax ins&eotien to to made of e&oh oaar* ê ĵ ooiô ly ***** there wan 
o&her wss* to he done* euoh no siskins up and matting out oars 
changing engines* eto« *he opinion of these isen seeded to he ' 
that two insneotorc should have at least 10 tainutes in whleb 
properly to inspect e train of 6 oars* wfclefe W N S the' nurabe* of 
oars in train 1st Ho* 130 at feb&t time* 'In eest oases v?h«a a 

•\ train «ms ready to proofed the inspectors i*ouid alio* it to g&$' even though their in/jpeotion had not teen oô slotsdf this being 
done to avoid delay* It snared* howsror, that on SOBS oeeu~ 
sioas a train wuld bo hold until the ingestion seals' be e*s>* 
pitted* Wh^n a train M SO delayed fcb^y ̂®^o aafcsd isfcy they 
had delayed Sfc* but ha£ susver bsoa flritislasd for th«ir aetios* 
, 1'be inspostors at Danville were advised by a PuUjaan. porter* 

?jbo got off between t&e two rear ewra of train 1st #o# that 
seething seemed to be drawing under th<* oars as a great deal of 
dust had been Mefcsd u^ slong t?w* road* $hey issds a particularly 
Olose inspection under tfetj tm rear ears but found nothing* In* 
©fastos? 01ar&* *«fc» inspect e£ %fo& right side of trsin let $©# 3& 
at Danville, stated that he did not #ay |tftrtl*ul«i» attention to the 
outside of th® truete m bo ros looking for ssftsthlag dragging 
under tho train* and In Tie.-/ of 'times elrsutse&aaoas ho said that 
ho loould not have noticed tho visaing tie strap* The inspestor* 
at %nroo stated that they m&0 tb* usual i»s$eotient but did not detest the foot that tfc© tie strati ̂ s missing* 

%ts aoeident wss caused by tt,o spreading of the switoh 
ôint at the passing tr»i«3c 3-̂ itoh, aao to the sifc&gin$ bstwo^a the 
ŝ itoh point and stock rail, of one end of a section of an srob 
bar ti© str&? wtiioh hod beon bî okon off at on* of the mt» in 
northbound passenger t^in 1st IFo* $a* 

On SCaroh SO* 1£U* T I T E R S ^ « a dor&iljgient on the 0hios0o* 
^ Burlington end Gaiaey l^ilroa^ at fkw%mm&M .lll*|"S)us to ft ' V 

^. loose wfeeoi* ' ̂ arJts en thr? tmej: made by this loose TT^e#l wars 
found as jpr as G O O mil«RV b-.»k of the point of dsrailment* and 
the train had boon in;?poct??a at three |»oints within that distanoe 
of BOO milS8t» Hons of tbesso inrpeotiens* hoover* developed the 
faot that there was a loose rhepl. 

Thi*ao mspeotions «f pasoengor trains made at various points 
*• 



a proper laapeetion* tut tb#r# «** elo© awed duties in tne 'TO • 
way of ebaagiag engines, tooting air braisea, picking up and 
oettlng *te# A groan aoay of fcheao laapootlofio tarn ., 
perforated n a sooty am perfunctory aanner end tbo Inepeetor* 
are unable to deteot only tbo raost serious defect** «ad even 
then mix? eaeape unnotleedi as tbo eaae la tbla Inatanee 
at Sanville ana «t Monroe* Zt 1* obviouo toot inepeetero eea .. 
not swfce a careful inepeotion of from § to lfct or even 14 ears ana aesist In changing engineo* tooting air braKeo* ete#» la 
tbo ohr t period of tJUae allowed for tbat purpose* If It le 
desired to obtain tbo greateet benefit froia these running In* 
opootiono It would mm tbat elgher laoro time efeouid bo allowed 
for eueh lnepootlono or tbat isoro inspectors abould bo provided* 


