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IN RE INVESTLGATION OF AN ACCLDENT WHICH OQCCURKED
ON THE SOUTLITAN RAILWAY NEAR PIEDIIONT,
GA., ON JULY &8, 1%20.

augzust 7, 1920,

On culy &, 19:0, there was a head-end collision
on the Southern Railway nsar Pledmont, Ga., which resulted
1n the death of 3 emrlovees and the ainjury of 18 pagsengers
and 5 emplovees. Aiter investigastion of this accident the
Chief of the Pureau of Safety reports as follows®

This accident occurred on the Fort Valley Branch
of the Columbus Division, a single-track line extending from
Williamson, Ga., Lo Fort Valley, Ga , a distance of 60.9
mxries, over which treias are onerated by time-tahle and train-
orders, no biock-signal systenm berlg in use, Apdroaching the
voint of accidenc from the north ithere 2: a 5-devrece curve
to the left 1,544 feet in length, Collowsd bv a tangent 326
feet long and a 5-degree curve to the r oht 1730 feet 1n
length, The accident orccurred oa Lhiz curve abount £00 feet
from i1ts norihern end. &aporeschiy i t-oe corve from the south
the track 18 tanzent for nearly z mile, The grade varies from
.4 rer cent to 1.0 per cent ascending [or southbound trains.,
The acecrdsenbt occuricd 1n a cub, the sides »f rhich are 15
Teet high, restrictins the vicw fr-mgpproaching trains to
about 300 fect. At the timc of thoe aegeident the weather
was dark and clouuy.

Soutrhbonnd passcnooer train No. 43, on route to
Fort Valiey from Atvlaata, Ga., couristed of ewnrine 3859,
1 combination mall aad vegzage car, 1 baggage car, and 2
coaches, 1n the ncoder ancd, and was in charge of Conductor
Woodall and Engineman Loinney. All of the cars in this train
were of wooden construction, except the rear coach which was
of stevl construction. This train left Williamson, the last
opén telegrarvh stelion uorth of the point of amccident and
14.79 miles distent tacrcfrom, abt 6.45 p.m., on time, made
gevéral station stops along the route, and st about 7,30
p m., collided with extra 100 while traveling at a gpeed
estimatved to rave beed about 30 milces an hour.

Northhoond froeight train extre 100, coasisted of
10 loaded Treicht cars and a coach, hauled by engine 100,
and wasg 1n clarge of Conocuctor Caeck and Bagineman Hesterly.
This train lcft Fort Voller ot 1,30 p ., Considerable troutble
was cxperienced with the 1ajcctors on engine 100, and on
arrivial of the trzin at Yatesville water tank, about 2
miles north of Yatesville aad 7 miles south of Piodmont, a
delay of from 30 to 45 minu*es was cxpecrichced on account of
workiag on the injectors, Just before lesving this point
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the engineman adviscd thc coavuctor, according to the latter's
statement, that hc would stop at Prcdmonl and wait for traln

No. 43. Extra 100, however, passcd Prcdmont without stopping,
and zt about 7.30 p.m., collided with train No, 43 at a point

1.32 miles north of Picdmont whkilc travcling al a speed csti-
mated to have been about 18 m1iles an hour. .

Both wngines ceme to rest on theilr sides on the
west side of the track arainst the bhank of the cut and wcre
badly damanged, the ¢abs of both cngines being demolished.
The Tirst car i1n each train was telescoped by the feander,
and the third and Tourth cers 1n extra 100 were slightly
damaged, The cmployecs killced were the cngineman and fairc-
man cof cxtra 100 and the enginceman of troain No. 43,

Conductor Wecodall, of troin No. L3 sfated that
hisg fairst 1acimetion of denger was when he felt the air
brakes on his Lrain epplicd in emecrgeney just bhefore the
¢oliision occuricd, He cotimeated the sonoed of his train at
the time of bic coliision ot about 22 or 30 milcs an hour.

Brakeman Bell of e¢xtra 100, wio was rading on the
engine approaching the nuint of accident, stated that on
account or the cagracman and firele.a worlkiing on the injectors,
he was cutting coal for the [1ieman, He had Just started up
on thc tank when Mo sow the accdlicht of btreia No. A3 approach-
ing abtout two or thiee cor-icngths distant, and jumped,

Flagnan Rudgeas, of cxtra 100, was also riding on
the cnhgine, and had beoen clanding nceor the chpineman from
the time his Train lcft the wrter tenk near Yotesville until
just before the accident cceurrcod., For ebout four miles
appreoaciiing the volnt of accideont therc was no water in sight
in the weter glass; the oroineran was worricd considerably
about 1t, and 1t wis his cpinion the engineman was so ab-
sorted in trying to cct thoe injectors on his cnginc to work
properly that he furgot all about meeting train Wo. 43, Flag-
man Hudgens said he did not know thoet the onslpeman and con-
ductor planncd to mect train No, 43 ot Picdmont.

Conductor Check of cxtra 100, stated that previous
to this trip he had never operctcecd cver the Fort Valley Branch
of the Colunbus Divisioud. OL 1eporting for duty at the South
Yard, Atlanta, whon hco cecerteincd that he was to run to Fort
Valley, hc sent a messcge to the chicf digspetcher at William- .
son, tho 1nitlial stetion on thoe Fort Vallcy Brench, protest-
ing agninst becing sent on thot br-neh on the ground that he
was not familiar with 1t, On orrival at Williamson, however,
he was i1nformed ithet he would have to make the trip as there
was no other condretor avellable. Being assured by the engine-
man that he was thoroushly acgqualnted with the bronch, hce 4de-
cided tc go., The trip from Williamson to Fort Valley was made
after dark, and hc was unablc to familiarize himself with any
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of the physicel] charccterastics of thils branch, 0n the
return trip, when Ghe troin wws stopped at the water tank
near Yatcsvilic, Engincmen Hesterly informed him thoet they
would go to Prcdmont for troin No, A43. Conductor Cheek said
he did not know when hais trmain passed Topoka Junction or
Pireimont, bul apnroaching the nolvt of accident, he becme
uineasy regarding the wh._reabouts of his train, and knowing
that trin No. 43 was due ot Prcdmont at 7.30, he started
toward the head cnd of his troin at cbout 7.22 p.m. in order
to escertain from the cnginemen how far hig train wns from
Pledmont and to arrange to flac No, 43 1T neccssary., He had
recched the third cor from the cengaine when the collision
occurred,

This accident -/as coaused by extra 100 scocupylng
the maln track on the rime of a supericr train, for which
the conductor ond waclnomen are resnonsiblc,

Accordiiy to 118 own statoment, Conductor Check
was riding 1nsgide the conch, mayias po ~otention o the
opcration of his tr.oan ond witheoue otieapting to locate sto-
tions or milenoests, until within ~ very Vow .ainutes before
the accidcent ~ccurmced. 1Mo conducco~r Wmtted thot bhe re-
membered vhen his Lrelq posscd Topola Junctionr, ot which polnt
the tracks of this roccd crogs thoe 1:nc of the Contral of
Georgia Roilrousd, and notwitureondinse his unfamiliarity with
the read, had Conductor Chulli beca poying proper attcntion
to the operation of his Lr:i11 bc would have discovered by
referring to hie pwme-banle /hicn his troan passced Topcka
Junction, that Pieodmont wes the ncxt stetion north of the
junction, 4,1 mrles discont, thus olocing himself 1n position
to obscrve when his trnain wrg approcching the riceting point,
and to prcveat the cnginumea from nrocecding past that point,

While tnc cagine crew of this train had consider-
ablc trouble waith ihce ingeetore from the tame the troin left
Fort Valley uatil che collision cccurred, Encincman Hesterly
should net have zllowed himsclf to bocone so evngrossed in
working with the i1njeclors on his .nrinc as to forsget about
the time-tahle ri_hts of on opposiuas superior troin, as 1t
was gppercnt he did 1n this cuse. Flocuen Hudgens, who was
riding on the <cngine nad a time-table and o wetch; he should
hatre known that his trein was encroaching on the time of traan
No, 43 end c¢c-1ied the engincarnts eottenticn to thot feact.

The 1nvestization disclided that the crew of this
troln, with the excoptisn of Lhe cvarineman, werc entirely
unfamiliar wvith this br nch of the Columbug Division, and
the engrncman bad beon promoscd 2aly 2 foew months., According
to 1nformatiosn reccived by Gereral Supcerintceadent Pelter from
the call burcau ot Atlanta, when Conductor Check protested
against teing sent over this line on the ground -f unfamil-
larity with thc rocd, therc were other comductors nveilable
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at Atlanta who wore fomaliar with this port of the Columbus
Division,

Coaductor Cheek centered che scrvice as flagman 1n
1903 and was promotcd tn conductor 1n 1906, Hig record was
good., Enrngineman Husterly cntercd the service as fireman in
1900, and wes proroted to hostler in 1902, In 1904 he wns
discharged for beilag asleep while on duty. In 1911 he was
re-employcd as hostler-firoman and in April, 1920, was pro-
moted to engineman. At the timce 2f the aceidcnt the members
of th¢ crow af extra 100 had been on duty 6 hours and 30
minutes aiter having becn of £ duty for € hours. The mcembers
of the crew of train No, 43 had been on duty for 3 hours and
5 minutes,



