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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF TEE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH CCCURRED ON THE
SCUTHERN RAILWAY AT PEAK, TENN , ON JUNE 14, 1237.

July 21, 1927,

To the Commission:

On June 14, 1827, there was a side collision
between two freight trarns on the Southern Railway at
Peak, Tenn., resulting in tne death of three employees,

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the
Coster Divisioa, Middle District, extending between Knox-
ville, and Jellico, Tenn , a distance of 65.3 miles, 1n
the vicia1ty of the point of accident this 1s a single—
track line over which trains are operated by time-table
and train orderg, no block-signal system being in use.
Tne accident occurred in a cut, at the fouling point of
the west switch of the passing track at Peak, this passing
track 15 2,963.9 feet 1n length and parallels the maln
track on the south. Approaching the point of accident
from the east, beginning at the east switch of the passing
track, there are 515.1 feet of tangent, a 59 curve to the
right 1,007.6 feet 1n_length and then 853.4 feet of tan-
cent, followed by a 29 curve to the left 459.3 feet 1n
length, after which the track 1s tangent to the west
switch, a distance of 127.5 feet and for a short distance
weyond that point. The grade 1s 1.46 per cent desceading
for vestbound trains for a very short distance.

The weather was cloudy and somewhat showery,
at tne time of the accident, which occurred at about
10,10 a.m.

Description

Westbound third-class freight train No. 67
consisted of 23 care and a caboose, hauled by engine 689,
and was 1n charge of Conductor Chesney and Engineman
Portwood. This train left Heiskell, the last open office
and 4.1 miles east of Peak, at 9.25 a m., according to tae
train sheet, 1 hour and 21 mimites late. Three cars were
prcked up from a sour track at Peak and the train then
eatered the passing track for the nurpose of meeting a
train No, 20, and also to unload freight, when this work
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had been completed the conducter gfave a proceed signal
and the train citarted to tead ot on the main track at

the west switch at =z speed of about O or 4 miles per hour.
The crgine and seven or e pht cars were on the main track
when the side of the irain vas struck by trein Ho. 81,
which was traveling in the same¢ cdircction on the main
track.

Westhound third-class freight train To. 81 con-
gicted of 42 cars and 2 cnboose, hauied by engine 573, aad
was 11. charge of Conductor Phillips and ZIngineman Mell.
Thig train left Feiskell at 8 B4 a m , according to lbhg
traia sheet, 1 hour and 20 minutes late, met train Yo. 20,
whlch was 1n the clear on the sidin~ at Chestrnut Rid-e,
1.9 mn1les eact of Peak, and collided with trein No. 67 at
the fecvling poi.t of the west switeh of the possing Track
alt Pcak while treveling at a specd estimated to have been
between 10 and 18 miles ner hour.

Engine 572 was derailed teo the nerth, traveled
about 166 feet <nd came to rest cnposite the switch, lean—
1rg to the right against the side of the cut, 1n a »adly
demoged condition, 23 cars were also derailed, many of

Lew being bodly danaged. The employees killed werc the
englueman, fireman, snd a brakenan, all of train No. El.

Summary of evidence.

Conductor Chesney, of train No. 87, stated that
ofter neariy all the freipgnt nad been unloaded he i1astructed
Head Brekeman Davis to go to the west passing track switich
and to open 16 when the nroceed gignal was given. Conduc-
tor Chesney gsve the proceed si—anal ard the train headed
out of the west passing-irack switeon on to the mesin line
at a epeed of about 3 or 4 miles oer nour. Conductor
Chezuey boarded the front cnd of the caboose and at ihis
t11e Flegman Thacker told him +thet he thought ne neard
train No., 81 approacuing. Conductor Chesney then weat
throvgh the cavboose o open the angle cock but the flag—
man had already opeaed 1t and nad staited peack 1o flag
with ¢ fus<e, which he di1d rov n-ve time To lizht. Con-—
ductor Chesney also started btack and r1eached a point akout
five o1 s1x ecar-lenzths from tae c=hnoce, at a Laighway
zTade cror~eing lccated 1,322 feet eant of the west gwitch;
he rave violent stop signals and shouted as tre enging
nassed tut his rignals were not onswered. FEe said thac
train No E1 was aboat 20 car-lespths east of the crosciag
when he faiet saw 1t, traveling 2t a speed of aboul 30 or
35 mles ner hour. Uken the enzine ond anout 10 cars had
passed nim, stil]l moving at 2 speed of 30 or 25 riles per
hour, he noticed that the brakes weme aomlied and 1t 1an



an additional distance of ebout 20 cer-lengths beforc
coming to a rull stop. There 1o a telepuone bootn Jocated
nortu of the tiscks and about four car leasihs east o the
crorsing, but Conductor Chesney rald that e wae busy with
his work and therefore did not uce the telephone to obtain
a lize-up on anproaching traing. He admitled thet 1¥ oc—
curted to him that train No. 31 mignt te following closely
end ithet he eave Engincman Portwood o signel to proceed
from the vassing track to the mein trsck without providing
aay protection Tor the movement, slinough the subject of
protecting rovements out of passing tracks bad been ftaken
up at 2 1ule-book examinatior. clsss attended by him on the
night betore the sccident., Condectors Chesney thought, : ow—
ever, th=t the nceident was due to the fai1lure ol the crew
of croan No. 31 to obey his stop eignals. It 1urther ap-
peared from itne statements of Counductor Cnesney thal he had
heard the operator at Eeiskell say that train Wo 81 wouvld
meet 1rai1a Yo. 20 at that point. As a maiter or fact,
bowever , the d.spatcher found that he could advance Train
No. 81 without delay to train ¥o. 20 end so chanred the
meetirng point to Chestnut Ridee, 1.2 miles from Peax,
1nsbead of Herskell, 4,1 miles from Peak. Wothing was
orought out, however, to 1ndicate thait the fact Conductor
Chensney tnought these trains would meet abt Heiskell had
ca.sed him to 2ceume that he could ove hoep trein cut on
irne roin track without protectior ~avaingt train No. 81,

Flagman Thacker, of wrain Wo 67, stated that
whrel hie train sterted to head out of the passiag track
ne neard traein No. 81 spprozching aad informed the cna-
cuccor to this efiect. He then vent through tne caboore,
secured a fusee, opeued tine anglc cock, ai1d started back
on the main track toward the apnroachirg train, waving
violenl stop signale witn the uniiphied fusce. Flazaaa
Tnacser sard tnat wnea he first saw trzan Mo, 81 he was
aoout 1 car-lenslh wost of the crorsing and the traln vwas
co"1mg 1n signt sround the curve, 1t thea Deing about L0
car—lengths digtent. He continaed siving ston gignala,
wnlch were not ansmered, until the eapine was within two
or three car-lengths of him »md then he got off the Track
on tioe fireman's side, shoutinzy to tne crew as *the eigine
pasced him, He raw iwce men on the [ireran's gside, loock-
1~e tovard the fire box, and was of *he o»lrinion tnst taey
d .ol see him, Flagman Thecker serd taail wnile proper
rr—-cnd nrotecticn had ant been afforcded 1o his train
s 1t headed out of the »assing treck, yet ne thouvzat that
27 the emaneman of train Mo, 81 tsen raiataining & oro—
per lecokoat ahead his gtep sigaals conuld have been secll 1a
armlc time to have avertied the accident.
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Enginenan Pertwood, of tr=in lMo. 67, raid he was
unawvare ot enthing wrowg until Head Srakeman Devis poarded
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“hC eupine Aag 16 headed out of ftle passing track and said
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that he heard train Yo. 81 coming, the accident occurring
immediately alterwaris Inganemen Portwood said he had
assimed his train was beint afforded proper rear-end vro-—
tection Tre statements o1 Fireman Peeler and Head
Brakeran Dnvis corroborated in subsfance those of Barine—
mian Pertwood.

None of the survivinz merters of the crew of
train No 81 was awevre of anything wrong until jusi prior
to the accident. Conauctor Phillips, whe was rding 14
the cupola of the caboose, on the right side, card that
tne speed of the trawn was sbout 25 miles per hour wien
the oir brakes were apwlied in emergency, rceducinz the
speed to 10 or 12 miles per hour Ther he chanped this
statement by saving thet tne train =aoproached Peak at &
speed of 250 milcs mer hour, that an application of the
tiakes reduced ibic .meed To tue extent of 6 or & miles
per hovr, and that on rerchinz a point aboat 10 or 15
car—lerpths from where thig application nad been made,
whien the crboose was near the cast massing-track swihch,
the brakes were gnplied 17 ewereeny, no Telease from the
previcus applicetion having been made. The collision nc—
cur: ed atler the Troin traveled about three or four car-
leapths' addir*ional distance, at which time the specd was
2o01c 10 or 12 miles per hour. The steterente of Flazsen
Lravine, of train X¥o. 81, and of Conductor Seaton, vao wes
riding on the vear nlatiorm of the caboeose wnile nis neloer
en.ire followed the train, practically colncided witia Ticce
ot COcndacior Paillips Conductor Seatoxn also gaid tant the
all brakes were apnlied in emergency rhen the caboocse vas
about 5 car-lengths essy of the e=st switch and tn-t tac
coboose cave to a ston about 33 car-lengthe west of toe
stritch.  There was only oue anplicnation of the air brakcs
and 1t zecuced tae sneed frem 30 miles per hour to acout
15 riles per hour.

Conecliugions

This accident waes counsed by fairlure to vrovide
proper flag protection for traein No. 67 while 1t wags acad-
1ng out on the main liack, for which Conductor Chesney
1s nrimarily responsible,

The 1ndicetirons were that the wembers of the
crew ol train Yo, 67 were 1n o hurry to leave Teak =os
soon 2s possible, ané the result was that Conductor Crze-
nev geve a signel authorizing big train to ovull out on the
malr txack withoat any attempt having becn made to n3ovide
n.oper flag nretectizon for the moverent. It also 2roeared
thal he made no effort 1o ascertain whether or not trere
vas another train clesely aporoacning, altaoush there was
a telephone booth neerby -hich could have been utilized
fo1 this purvose. Conduclor Cresney said he had been
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1aformed thet train Vo. 81 was to meet train No. 20 at
Heiskcell, apparcntly he did not know that an order nad
veca resued advencing train No, 81 to Chestnut Ridge and
1t 15 possible he may have been of the impressicn that
the movement of train No 20 weoulcd protect his ovn train
pgalast train No 8l long encura to enable his train to
head out 0a the main track and vroceed westward, although
nothing was developed to prove anything definite along
Lnis line There 1s 11ttle that can be sa1d by way of
cxc.se for The actiens of Conductor Chesney, particularly
12 viev of the fact that the subject of vroviding flag
protection while pulling out of »assing tracks had Deen
taZen up at an examination class on the rules which he
hed attended only the night before the accident.

Flagman Thacker, who had been i1n train service
gince 1906, undoubtedly was not in need of instructiions as
%o vat was required of himr under the circumstances. At
Peak, however, he had beca employed 1n assisting in the
unloacing of the freight and apparently the conductor zave
the pioceed signal as scon as this work .as completed, with-
out f118t giving the flapman an opvortunity of providiag
ocdequate [la~ protection.

Under the rules, second and inferior class trzins
gnd cxtras fie requirea to approach stetiong with cauvion.
The view coproaching Peak 1s only fairly good, while, the
cloudy and railay veather conditions, making the rails
somewhat slippery, did not i1morove matterg. It appeared,
homever, thet the fistence “etween the noint where the flap-
maa could heve been scen by Engineman Mell and the poiat
vhere the accident occurred was about 2,000 feet, and 1t
15 Delieved that had Engaineman Yell been paying a little
more attention to tne requirements of the rule above men~
tioned 1t 1s probatle that he would have been able toc bring
hig ftrain to a stoon Lefore 1t reached the point at waich
the accident occurred.

Had an adequate block-signal system Deen 1n use
on this line this accident probably would not have occurrcd;
an adcquatc automatic train stop or train control device
vould have prevented 1t.

All of the ermployecs involved were experienced
men, 2t the timc of the accident the crew of train No. 57
had becen on cduty 3 hours and 10 mirmutes and the crew of
train No, 83 a period of 2 hours and 10 minutes, prior %o
wiich both crews had been off duty more than 18 hours.
Respectfully submitted,
W P. BCRLAXND,

Tirector.



