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On Jteeomber 3Lt 1916* thero ires a nead-̂ end oolllaion 
between a pmmmmv train end & freight train on fee Southern lail-
way Horth Shipatsn, Va.f whieh resulted in tha death of one tsa-
pXoyee of an or̂ roaa eoisjmny# and injury to 9 ;&aaeengem and V 
3?loyOOS« 

Tho aooidont oeeurred on tho Washington Sivialan of tho 
Southern Railway at tho north end of a aeation of doable traek,. 
about & niloo in length* ?hio >nrt of tho Washington Division 
wwa originally single ime;Uw but aouble tvaafc la now in tho $m«* 

eean of eons tarnation, ̂ ovorml short oootlono of whioh hove -already 
been ©omplotod* fho sovooent of tro&te la governed by tis&©~tabiet 

train ordero* m& a manual block î.̂ aal oyatoft* 
fforthbeund freight r̂ais $0* f$t en route froa $kmroot 

?o* # to Alexandria, ?o«, con£ilr?̂ od ar g&$ine 4oOi3t 88 loadedf S 
onpty ears end a c a h o o t o a o in ohor̂ a of Oondnotor l*mm 

end Faigiasman An̂ ol ®ad I ©ft aonro* ot 10:00 p**&» It po«od Ar~ 
rin̂ fton, tho last open tol©gr^r n office, about 8 aileo o&uth of 
Kortb Sbipftaa* at XOiOe it stoppo*1 at Shimon,, about 4 alien 
north, took water, then orooeeded to Sforth Shipnan "snore it errlved 
at 118 27, and nto?ppd oloar of ?*ho end of tho doable troeM to a«»lt 
tho arrival of euporior nouthbousd train Jfe* VL% 

southbound paaceager fcrain So* 311 ©n route froa Wash­
ington, D# C« to laofeannvllle, Fia«, ©oaeioted of engine 1330, 
deadhead Pullman sloopiô  gar £vfcrsreeo, expreee o«r 479f eostbino* 



Won »eoeeager*'be<gsM* *d&* eoeeb 1331 f and Pnlissan sleeping oars, 
Stony Point, Weliford, forab&nt and ftnuftoa* Xbe Pollston oieê iog 
eara &n4 tbe eoeofc r/ere of ull̂ otool eon»traotion» woilo the rc&ain-

l in& *®T® of lioodon eon#truetlon# too train in eh*r$e «f 
Conductor ̂asalX and BGytin&saa 9ruee, left tanalngtoa at 
19 minutoe late, ®n<2 Sorrott, the loot open taiegrssh of­
fice, about f oiloo nortb of Worth ̂bipsiaa at llt̂ O $»su As tao 
train ap̂ rostebod the bloofc ©tuition .*t the end of the double tr&ek 
at Sfortb Sbinno&« tbe bloefe signal ooo in the otop position* the 
$m£in»&& sounds the ̂ i^^io and ai* the otjgnaS etiu rtmainod in 
the slop position-, eles«d tbo throttle, and aa&e m applanation of 
the M e g * A fe<* sooon̂ s lotov he eooa&ed a oooond blast, «fcere-
upon th?> signal olearodt tino bv&km mntm roloaoed and felso train 
£$ooe#4, «nd apon roaofeing the atsitefe at the ond of doublo traeiE, 
it having boon left oooaf tlto train took t&o otoaoever lo&aisg to 
tbo northbound trae&, and tafeii® massing at a « ^ of atoub 3§ miles 
aer bour, ooilided with SO* 70 at ill 4£ e*&4 At $h© time of the 
aooidens the veother aloudy* 

Puil&an si mptm aor iverireen m o driven hao&sard gmd 
forsed from it® srusk and tolooeopod oĵ reeo ear 479, eom̂ lsteiy 
4isaoll£aing it* She loeo&otlvee wore oligholy &a®a$«d a& wore ®&m 
several frolght earo in tr&in 7fi# 

In the viainity of tho aoeidont the traefe is tangent for 
a mile t» eaofc dlreotia&t and th©ro i* a grade of *77$ 4 0 * 

oeendlng aonthward* She to2@$r&£h offioo s&ad. bloefe ££$tl©a is Xo* 
.gated on tb® mat tide of 6b® ssaia traott and about 78 foot &outh* 
wmt of th« owl tab $taad fcfcieb governo the as&sob at the «md of the 
double treok* She bXoe£ signal 1» a t®o*ara el^nal, one ana on 



each aid* «r too m*t, piaoed dia?«otly «w? tfc© oioek offtoa, sod 
at aî &t di»£layo yoe3 for stop and *feit© far proooed* awltoa 
ot&ad go-rsisalag th® sad of &mola fer^oJe is loo&tsd ©a afca oust eido 
of tti* *ala trao&» tt Is tasnm m ta& Haw Ctectray avttah «ad las 
of tfac dw**f typ* profldoa wlta atâ lae-ft disk basasra fcavsag a 
&*tal apr««4 of 14 laofeos* too enadtofe Jcoap Is w©uat*d oa a ataff 
«1KW» tfe* terns**? &ad i& provided wltb a*43«a l«aa#sf wisiofe sy« a* 
bout 26 lao&a® atevo t&@ tl*sf displays red for f̂eito 
for ptaoood* the switoft la &£a&*tferoim aad 1$ oporat̂ d fey $fco op#r~ 
&tor at tfea biook at ;tioa, Its mm&& pmizim soia$ for ®asafc&fc©a»& 
sra-lntf, «ad &&O0 la «ao?i po&ltloa* dlasligyg a **&lt# ladlô tioa« 

gagl&dissB Aa^ol, of trsla 7d» at*&9d feist tr&ia 
ato-pped at tfto ?mtor tixate aottat l*l/ft aflaa soat& of $ertfc 3aipRaa« 
teofe a s&rely of vat or* p?oe#*ded to l&rta mpM, aad atofpad oa 
tfe© aort&fcosmd trsok# ifecû  oa* «ad oae«fasilJ' o&r Hagttea aoata of 
t&o oloaraaoo polat* A© aeoa an %hm train $t«p$o#* as oat oat ta>& 
aladtrlo lteadli«bti m§ off pajjino, did aoJM wortc oa tfeo froaft 
and* «f**r wfaiaa lw rotwraed t*. tiip ^iaa sad aittl&g uoa 
tfco aflgiaanaa'e aaat eating vmoh >Y&aa ttm ©olliaiua ooes:rr#4» So 
atatod tSat fee dlt not at acy tlaa aotloa t&a i*oaltioa of the 
ŝ itatt sad had ao naming of tha i^eaaiag eelliaioa* 

Brafe«Baa® B^er, or train Ho* ?»# statad tfca& moa arrl» 
ml of fels trala at Hoftfc tfeo oloalc aalag rod, fta tsroat to 
tlia tol«®r̂ pfe offio^ to ta*?*1* if t&ara *ar« say further osdisra* Wfeea 

eatâ «d the office, ̂ »th 0;;cr .• v,o-"a diaia«>rao aad Bî ga ̂ ra pres-
«at« Shortly oftar hl# #„rri??Uf afeottt 1113% QpQv&tvt 0Ialte3fa#f 

t&e operator t&«a ̂ ola^ off 4u6yg put oa b l 3 ofttrooat* ll̂ htod tela 
laaters aad l@ft tho offio«s» !S*0*:ia§ &te# romrfe to dporater Bl«$a 



*Srerythiti$ ts all right*" Ee ««*M that h& board train St abla­
tio for tho bloefc eignel, «sd at that vino ha operator Bi^ga 
if th© stdtah »*a all right* to ̂ hlah Sl^s replied *It ie** Vmtm 

31 nfelatlod far the ai^nal tho seaana tlKsa, of tar whl®h Operator 
8i*$go gralĴ d tha hleak lever, th© signal to g» ta tha oloar 
paaitian* Sroftonan Bejfeer #tj, ted eh»t fer did aot aae Operator 

I O O K at §&a switofe at tho ttoo h« mkmi. ffiM ahont its peoltiaa 
SnglaeiEan Sraea, of tr&in 32 v atat#d ta«t **fc*n hia train 

a^pwaebed £#rtfr Sblpsan*. he eeusdad tho aMatie for tha l̂ eak sig­
nal, tho giga&l* hov*var# £«i&ias in tha etep pooition. B*-
olâ acl bi# tfcrottle* noved tha r&mrm ievar forward are jaad> a 
?&rvt&0 ap̂ llo'tion of the hrafcao* B$ again eosindr»0 th<» #Mr*tlo 
for tho signal and a sxvsent lntof it ohangad to tho ??roaeoit posi­
tion* He than released tha brâ ©* retttxaed the revwsr* levor to 
Ita oriiiianl position* end opened the throttle* did act aaa 
th© awiteh in̂ iasticn aad waa aot w r s that it *ae not in tbe pro­
per ̂ ealtloa until his m$tn& at̂ rted ta laev* tha stain *rf*ofe* Sa 
l^ediateiy asad© m mstv&ena? appliestion of tho hrahoe. opaaod 
tho eaader md tried ta his aa4iaat hat m& *anab3« to sto$ 
in tine to av̂ id th*s eollialaa* ^s^asnan Bruee ateted t&ftt IB ha 
avpnoaohao 9orth Shipsaâ  his attention ̂ oa finod the blook &£g~ 
aai# it bolsig In tha stop .-©alt ion* aad eoneê aantly ha did not aaa 
th* isaiteb lijght* ae also etated tbat had tha awitoh ll̂ ht fesnox 
b##& aa tho right aid* of tha trwole# ha aoald sat help bvt have aaaa 
It ̂ tsea leefrlias at the elook elgnel* also said tSut r©paira had 
reae^itiy toon ande on the vagina, wfeieh aasiaed tho rarer** l*vor to 
work herd it noeeoo«ry for bin to bare the assistaaoe of 
tha flrcnen to aa^o it in oaoh iastanea and that may bar© bolted 



withdraw Ilia attention froa noticing the jseoitioa of the ewibefc. 
Ifeginaoan Srue* furtfcar »t;ttad that Ma train *a« under eontrol tnv 
til the hloofc signal ms oleared ant had the signal regained in the 
•tap position hia train would have ©topped before ?aaein$ t&e ei$nal< 

Oeneral Kola 90 roado ao fellows* 
•Train® snst aĝ poaoh the and of double trao&» iunotlona, rallrosd erooaias© at grude, end &tm*> bridges, pro. sred to atop, unle#o tb© owitebeo #nd signals are rî ht and the traoi. f » oleer** 

£&$iaeajea Bruee atatad further that it m& hi# m d m t a A e l a g that 
this rule appltsa to train® 2®#*i&g from double to sisgle tmobt 
hut that it iô o not *&j>ly to iraina s*aaaln̂  fross olngle to double 
traole* He ussstiEioS tfc~t *fam the signal *̂ a ol^arM tfc# taaln traofe 
#̂ $teh jMn#rly ?ot« 

yirOEiaa feM.©, of train SI, etatod that ho did not notise 
tho position of tfe# afcitob as h# w»s aeolebî g £&gin«©aE Jfrue* 
*rith the reverse lever* 

Cott&etor a 11, of tr-sin T 5, ctotod that at th*i tlae 
fcho eolljt&ioa oosmrrt^, hi.* *.T in t*vi rusniag M &s alloo $«# 
bctja** Xt ie liia ttBflorovfiniiPs ̂h«t rnXo 9? n;$lloo to w i n ® an* 
taring double traefe frem »3*.al*», ™£ wall *a to trains entering #in* i 
gio traok frae ̂ ouhlsu Ctonduot ;r «nall atated tft**t &bout half an 
hour after the anoider-t fee *>n csajsda. tion of the @$Xteh and 
found it set for th© northh-wid traces t$* leap wee lighted and 
dls£iay#d r«?d* ! 

i 
C&ar -tor Claihcma utatrd that shortly aftor g&utbbaand \ 

extra 4BG3 hia atotJost IXfOD fee opened the &wtteh i 
for Ho* ?d to pull out* at that ti&e bo eeuld see the h«edli&bt | 
of 2?o» ?d #bere it t ft icing rater, and oŝ aoted that it mad 



preened to the neat station norbn tn moot So# Si* Xt $00 10 or 
IS salnuteo atftor this that ho loomed that the train ma to roasaia 
at Sterth Shi&aan* Bo stated that v&en Operator ftiggo,- who mo to 
rolooto him at »&ami$ntt arrived* Bigg* amid* *A« 10% as 2 am 
hero you night 00 woix He replied, »:Evorythia& lo oil right** 
tm% overlooked tho foot that ho nod already #et tho owttoh for Wo* 
7ft and had &ot restored it to norm! position* Be loft tho effiee 
ohout II: M& or lit 4a and started to «oitg to Sfcipisam, 0 ^ Md pro-
eoedod tthoat half the length of So* ?» ̂fcen tho oollioion ooeorred* 
He then realised that ho hod loft tho oad ton open* Operator ciai- -
homo furthor atated. that tho operator ot Sfortn Shiima mtB required 
to hendlo tho awltoh la order to avoid delay to trsina m& that it 
woo eaotm^ry to sot the awrlteh for a northbound trmia m m<m ao 
It entered tho olaa& in tho roar* 

Operator iiggs eb&tod thot tho nî ht of the aooteot waa 
tho seeend night he. hod «©r&ed at Sarth #hip«aa and on that nl̂ ht 
ho arrived at tbe offieo about XXtSi p*it*g fce pia««4 his?- Itmoh on 
tho table, pie&od u/. a letter aadrooaod to hia and otood s&ilein§ to 
^ro^eesnn &â or» Ho stated that *fha& Oyer vtor olsibomo #©t np from 
his ehEir ho natted him if $0* 81 had ptosed Barrett* to whieh ho 
replied, "Too, sho is in tho bloaks everything is «11 right.* 
Shortly ofter-ssird ho oat down in tho oholr end oo ho aid m ho 
Xoofted out of tho m a t e * and in tho distance mm tho rofXeaUon of 
8o» 31*s toadllsht* After tuo or thro® slnxftte* Bn« 31 whittled for 
t£o » «li#r*tti?a& he turned around wm&blm to fi&a Cloiborae 
tfe*r*i out diaoovorod nhat ho h&d @eno» Ho atated th*t ho then 
looked at th* olooSt Oheet, wm that it mm oil right for WQ* Z% t o 
proeoed, and reaatsbering the ronorfe of Claiborne, *fhat everything 



tms « U rigat,* alaarad to* algaal for ]E»» Sl# &a itatad flwt&ar 
ttmfc |o«t feafor* olsarlag tfe* sl^aa! &* looted ©at «f tuo wtadow* 
aaw taa aaadligst of So* 31 quite aoar and Also glaaaad at too **lt& 
Uf&* wfelefc diaplayod a ftblta iadlaatloa* ûafc at tfeat tl&a Brafca* 
eaa tafear aairad "Iftm 1® tfeo a&itaV 1 to wb&aa &e replied, 
awltofe Is ail rig&H» Ea aid cast reaii®© tfc»t aaytfclm̂  *as W 
aatil fee taw tfe* fira flylas frea to* aagiaoj It ma t«*a too lata 
to- taJtti *ay aotloa* Oparatatt Bigga stated teat &e aador tfca 
Ixspraaaios tfcat 0p«r««or eiaiooraa w«s still on duty aa ao- -srittaa 
tmsafor had fcaaa sad* to M « aa yâ t*ir*d ty tfto rale»# Ho fartaay 
stated teat afcoTtly after tte* aooida&fe fee asasdaad too awiton* foaad 
it aat for too aortjiooaa^ traox aad tlw? awitah lamp dlaplaylag rod* 
So atatad that it la 61e aallef tft»t tfea olaotrlo feaadligut oa %fm 
leotiaatlva of trala 31 «aaaad ttea swltefc light to tg$**r wtdte as 
he looked at it from ais offioo wladow* 

Za aa affort to daflaitaly data&alaa tha off oat of aa aloe* 
trio headlight apan too iailaction of to© awltott light, aaroral taste 
^ar* sada at Worth ̂ hipisaa oa taa alga* of yaaaary dtfe, aadar aoa* 
ditloaa atmilar to thoso osdstlag on 31at, aalag a looo-
tsotira aqalppad %ita too aasw typa of alaatrio headlight aa the ©ao 
#a tr&la 31* Tfeaaa taata proved ooaalts^ivaly that too oleetrio 
aoadiisat bad ao effaot oa taa lMioatlos givaa ty tao s^itoh llgfct, 
aad it «as adsittad ay Oparator Sigga* wfeo was proffoat at tha teate, 
that it wao iaposalfelo for taa aleo&rlo headlight to eaasa to* rod 
(switch light to a^paar wfeita* aa atatad ay Ma« 

At ftaa tlaa tooao t^ata «ara aola^ «oadaatad« Oparator 
Si«ga oalled attaatioa to tao aoadltioa of t oo awitob aad ita pool* 
tioa witfe a?«far^oo to to* offioa* 4a prorloaaly atatad# tha atrttob 



®t«ad U l&oattd atoont W fae* mtiMHurt fare© tfea »mi« aad at aa 
aaglo of aaoat SO MgSNMMN witfr th* awttoa laasp t» aowaa 
ltioaf It to poaaifeia to ooo the f£es* sad «t th® tma fria© p«rt 
of tfca aid* iadta&tioaa n m tto am«# window, teat m&#r erdta&*gr 
o&editloa*, too aida iadioutloa la «®t teiaiftia to *a*«h as aattaiit 
©a to easily aiolaad oaa m to tte* poaition of *&& auitofc* 

jfoaataatlcgi of the ewltoa lasip diaolossd tfea faet that 
It ma wired to tho atritaa atas4t feat to a loos© *•« aosaw 
In t&a soeket* aad̂ r faro* applied ay &aad* too lint? awtiU to turned 
iadê osdeatly of tfea sftlaaa ataad, steals* m ar* of afcisut 4S daw 
gr**a awl *&oa turned 1B ®uoh poaitloa tba aide ioaa aaula oa al* 
*e«fc ia tfea airoot lia& of vision of a p%wm ioafcisg m% of fc&a 
office «tas*w» 6atf«al test* war* m&a i&ta a to &«Rfr*ra*iaiag 
f̂cj&aar or ast too a»*ltok l&ap oaald ha nsrod to tkio poo-
itloa h ta*< torssfciag of the svltaa* tfca *adtoft apaceo-tad ro* 
p^ttdly fore*t jmd ua&ar rarylag *oadltloast fe»* la ao la* 
ort̂ ioa 4id iha 1 ^ tara ̂ ahataatially fsom It* ̂ jpp poaitlea* 

la additioa to tho aoora iaata w « aad* to doter* 
ailae tba of?loi$&oy of t&a H&fct oa t£* awltatt at Bteimm* \ 

15 f̂ tsad that hy &ria$l3i& tfca to a ato* tfc* r*& light oould [ 
ho s*a& % distaaao of «89 r*«ftt *Atl&*r with taa alaotrio Ssa&dliaat 
harslagf or astlâ &lshod, feat froa aa aaglao la £o*£®& it aoald oo 
mm oaly a dist̂ aao of d^ f$at e4to tlta a#«dli@at oaynia^ aad t$« 
jrwltoli Qtsad aoald aot oa a«ea aatll it aad Iman alm^t wftls^i 

At tao tte t ^ @ taata -**r© aals^ »st4«» op^ratcr 31ĝ « 
atatad tUst ̂ aa aa aiâ tiaod tiaa fldkb *t̂ ad ateortly «fto* to* 
aooid«ott h« foaad taa lass®* tamod froa ite aonaal ̂ oaitloa ao that 
too aldo ima ma rlalolo fr»a t̂ a offloo «lado«« So at tad that 



n© station was node of this raofe st the investigation held tm 
Safe previouo to the toote* &a ha eao aot ̂ aeationed â aeifleally 
ur/oa that point* 

dpar tor D# Witt ̂ tat̂ d that aa pa ottplofed at garth 
3his*wn ahont Oetoo&r 4, ldi&f at that ttoe ha tteenvarad tho 
dafootlva eoaditien of tha eat eeraw oa th* awitoh sae&et ad4 re* 
ported it to Sfi$aal ̂ aporviaor fentan« Ea et̂ tod that tha â itah 
w*a ia th© fame eonditiaa on ̂ha day of tha taata sa whoa firot 
oororftad ay hia* 

Tha air® at as.uao of thia aaoi&ent win th® f&iiura of 0?* 
r̂etor €laibor»e ta almm tho r#iteh at North ahlpaan at tho end of 
the dcuhla track â on learning tint train $e» ft %# to regain at 
hia oration for So* 51* Bo slao foiled to notify relieving G^er* 
star Bitiga that tho ŝ itoh v*ia open* 

Ceatrlootdns tsc« t?:o oause of thi^ aaoldent *?aa the* fail* 
are of Ô erstar 8d;$gs to k&« j iha oaltioft of tho eadtoh before ae» 
amsins ohor̂ o ©f tho o f f i c e *riu*" i , f ^he aloe& elejnal for traia 
Ko* 31* 

General Enle 53*, r*-l -ing $o tha duties of raglra&en* 
rondo as fOllo«ot 

*$hey vtil ha hell aoooa*ft,ihlo far gassing o t̂ itoh sshloh ia not in the right Rositi^a for theau Tha aoeenaa of swftah lights shoaia bo taken -ss c iansor signal in aoaordaaoa with Osnoral 8aleo»* 
A aroper o&aorvssea of thi, niic, r*ad of Hula ©&t repaired that is 
tho ovoat of %®%inf<mn 3r-.de bo in;: rothle to aae tha &*iteh light 
on Ovproaohlng Sfertfe Shi^Ko.t, ^ aheuid have rodoQOd a#e®d* o r atosp* 
if aeenaaary,- In er&OT fee .let̂ -rinc? the position of tha switoh 
fora ;5̂@aiait it* So**eVter, Im t£i» oon&eetiont It la noted froa the 
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*i(V 
statements of %a%i.nmm 3ruoe and Firessan Sfobiat that their f&tben* 
tion ̂we stossonturily bafeen from ©b£er?iis$ aeaditlcoa ehet*dt by both 
baisg aoapelXad to joi& in xsoTisg tbo revorae law? of ®n§tm 1330# 

and that tnat «oy bave ba^ a bearing ca* their folltire t# observe 
oho »wit> ob indication* 

It ncrald oofls ia b# Ufa® bettor frsetio© in the inafcail lo­
tion a? ftelng point sHitohoo, to pl&oo tho s?̂ taî  iadldritlon on She 
old© of fe!t«v ̂agin̂ ien of the â proaohing train and in this i&?tasoet 

if ft&e ireltoh ladieatIon boon so plaood* It io bolisrod that a 
swob oaf a* ooaMing oonaition wold havo roonlted. It this owitsh 
tailesti&j* !*aa fe*a*m $o loo»to4» tho tie* of too ag^tu^x at Sorth 
Shipstoa «enld h.*y* boos liSmofr-t in dlr̂efe lint? with tbo witok lamp 
-and it i-* bellevM tlît notM^hotandias tho X$02& ion #r the 
light on She ftoff, be eool3 rsot bavs* g&de an orror in zpotia-i ita 
3sdi5«tiw* 

r'tir̂ rinteadent Sû oon êtxted that a hî fe awitcfc si 20a 
f&rmvly b*'on in 'tare *t this ̂ lst| but cm aeaoitct of oenftioles. 

\?lt> b̂tf. bioefc iî naii lov stand tm& boss eoootl tnta-d* There aj>* 
pearo a© ̂ab̂ t̂5jtîl rettgcm* bovset*y* '-'••fey tte> owitoh iftdioxitius 
*ĥ ild net srov h**n leĉtĝ  tm tfre o;$oolbe «lde of site tjic, and 
In order to srofido ̂ reprr safety its loettloa should "bo eĥ njiod* 

The 'Usfaetiw ihd lcoe* ooA£i*£on. Of lamp û oa tbo 
writes1 «:<0ui& not bo 2«*mi*t«<ij oapeeioHy ir# thi* truo# oiaee it 
*vvV*wro to b&T*? b<*"*n ?"*e£«rly ropdrtod nbotit & Rsontbo prior to tio 
eeeurr̂no** of tbi;; «c«lei*t5t» 

Atx of *,h* «ŝtoyeen involved in thia eeoiiierct are e3ti>-*r» 
1r»nopd r.en* At tb# felr1? of TSh*» 90oid«nt ̂ aerator CXoiber»50 bid baaa 
on dnty abont * hours 4C> ninn^eo; Operator flX^go about 19 înut«», 
end 7?igtnmr-n Brueo 5 houre ma dS s&i»sat̂ a» 


