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INTERSTATE COkaTEHCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF TFE EIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY TN FE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIEENT bEJCH CC'CUiT '.E 0iT THE 
SOUTHERN RAILWAY AT KING/ILLE, £ C , ON OCTOIER 
30, 1926. 

November 27, 1926 

To the Cor mission. 
On October 30, 1926, there was a heid-end 

collision between two fieignt t r a i n s on tne goutnern 
Rail my at Kingville, S-C-, which resulted m m e death 
of one employee and the injury of two livestock care­
takers and two employees. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the 
Charleston Division extending between Vject End and 
Columbia, S* C , a cistance of 106.6 miles o^er which 
tiains are operated Dy time-table and tiam orders, 
no olook-signal systen being m use. The point of 
accident was 4,610 feet east of the west yard-limit 
ooard, approaching this pomt from tne east the tiack 
is tangent a distance ot aoout 2 mles, wnile approacn-
m g from the west there is a 4° 30 R carve to the right 
followed b y 350 feet of tangent to the point of accident. 
The graae is practically level. Tnere is no designated 
passing track at Kmgville, and it is the practice to 
use the east ana west legs of the wye foi tne purpose of 
meeting and passing trains. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
jvhich occurred at about 5 a.m. 

Description 
Eastbound freignt tram extra 865 consisted of 

74 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 866, ana was m 
charge of Conouctor YoungDlood and Engmeman Aoney. At 
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Ancrews the crev in chaige rcoeivea a copy of tram order 
No. 9, which proviced m pait for a "eat with extra 715 
at Singleton, 10.5 niles east of Kmgville, Extra 866 
was approaching Kmgville ana hae enteiea U±e yard lints 
when it collided with extra 715 /mile traveling at a low 
rate of speed, ebturated to have oeen from 5 to 5 miles 
an houi. 

^estDounci freight t r a m ext^a 715 cen^eted of 
37 cars and a oaooose, hauled by engine 71", i'.i v i e in 
charge of Concuctor Turoeville ana Engi^enau t>eia1 » At 
Orangeourg, 26-3 riles east of Kmgville, tne c ":v in 
charge received a copy of tram oraer Fo. 12, reading as 
follows: 

"Extra 866 cast get this order ana meet 
extra 715 west at Kmgville instead 
of Singleton". 

Extra 715 entered Kmgville yard, passea tne west leg of 
the wye where it should have oacKOd into clear for extia 
866 m accoraance >?;ith tnt u cual practice prevailing at 
that point, ana colliaea with extia 866 wn i l e traveling 
at a speed variously estimated to have Deen oetween 20 
ana 35 Llies an hour. 

Both engines were derailed out remained upright 
on the roadbed, considerably aa'aged. One car m each 
tram was demolished, <vhile another car w m cors'deraoly 
damaged. Tne employee killed was a student fireman on 
extra 715. 

Summary of evidence 

Engineman Heidt, of extra 715, said that when 
approaching Kmgville he >fras speculating as to whether 
he tomla reach thdt point prior to the arrival of extra 
866, in Thich evont he would be able to pull ahead on 
the LI a m tracx and back m on the west leg of the wye 
instead of heading in on tne east leg of the wye. After 
passing over a trestle located aDout 2jr miles from Kmg­
ville, however, he fell asleep ana did not know anything 
more until he began crawling out of tne wreckage after 
the occurrence of the accident. At the time oi the 
accident he had oeen on duty about 9 hours after being 
off duty between 9 and 10 nours, ana he said it was his 
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practice to obtain hit. rest, th&t he had done so v/hile 
off auty prior to the tr^p on ohich trie accident 
occuned, ana that he vat. m nor al pag-ema! r e n d i t i o n , 
anc. he offeied no explanation for tv,oiT'b tc s LeJn other 
than the fact that he had oeen a little bolious ana had 
had a headache. 

At the tine of the accident the st loent fue-
iran, who aas killed, was the o n l y other person on the 
engine, Doth tne regular fireman anc: tne need ^rok-'.an 
being m t h e caboose. Fireiran Creighton s a i d ne h a d 
obtained the engineman1 s permission to go oaciZ to t n e 
caDoose for the purpose of eating, and that be sa;r Flag­
man Neai apply tne air Drakes b y neans of t^e coaeu<-tor's 
valve just before the accident occurred head Brakeiian 
Bolchoz said that vhen the tram enter^u trie yaid he jvent 
out on the caboose platform to be m readme 1 s to get off 
ano open the switch so that the tfain could back m on tne 
west leg cf the jyye. On looiomg ahead, hoa^rti, ne saw 
the headlight of extra 866, realized tnat a collision ;ras 
about to occur and jumped to the g r o a n d , at which tire the 
speed of his tram was about 20 or dS mli-a an heui He 
said he had realized tnat the sneea was excessive i hen 
entering Kingville yard but trat he nad n o t M e n t i o n e d it 
to anyone. Brakeman Bolchoz aid not bee any one open 
the conductor's valve, although at about tne tine the 
caboose passed the west wye switch he heard the con­
ductor tell one of the brakemen to apply tne brakes. 

Conductor Turbeville, of extra 715, sa Ld that 
when his caboose had passed a switch wnioh is loco ted 
aoout 1 , 9 0 0 feet east of tne telegraph office he c~i moed 
aown fron the cupola, went o u t on the caooose platfoim 
ana signalled to the engineran to stop. He continued 
to bive stop signals until aoout the time the caDoose 
reached the west wye switch, a m then called to Flag ran 
Heal to open the conductor's valve, tho collision occurr­
ing shortly afterwards while tne train was running at a 
speed he estimated to have been aeout 2 0 niles an hour. 
The speed of his tram was excessive when entering King-
vilJe yard, but he did not pay any particular attention 
to it as such bpeed was customary ^hen the engineiran in­
tended to proceed to th^ jrest wye switch. Conductor 
Turbeville eid not coirply ffith rule 9 0 of the rules of 
the operating department oy giving the prescribed hand 
signal when his tiam was 1 ^lle fron the point vhcie a 
î eet order 'vas to oe executed, conductor TuTbeville 
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further stated that when approaching Kmgville it was 
custor ary for the engineman to aeoide HBETN^R to head 
m at the east ŷe switch or proceed to tn j 1 "?t vmye 
switch, depending on whether or not the o o m a m g tram 
haa arrived, although unaer tne rules r n s tram in tnis 
particular case, being, interior oy directioi^ would not 
have any right to th±marn track eeyona tne cast \ ye switch. 
Ee considered, however, that be hao a rimt to pass this 
switch and proceed to the west switcn uecau^e o f tbe rule 
governing "ovements vithm yard Unite, ^ m m reouims 
extra trains to r.ove preparea to stop unless the I a m 
track is seen or kno-irn to be clear. 

Flag-an Ueal said that when the tram , as 
approaching Kmgville he saw Conductor Turbeville cce 
down fron the cupola of the caaooae ana go oat on tns 
rear platform, and that he and B < uke ̂ an Tjolcl oz fallowed 
the conductor* About opposite the switch nentioned 
oy the conductor the latter began giving scop signals 
and finally told him to open tiie c o n d u c t o r ' s valve, 
the collision occurring shortly after thie hdd oeen done. 

Engmeman A°ney, of exua 866, sale "/hen approach 
m g Kmgville he saw the reflection of a nmali^ht and 
supposed thamt tne order for him to i.eet exrra 715 at 
Bmgleton had been changed ana tnat they would meet at 
Kmgville instead of at Singleton* He tnen Drought his 
train under full control and prepared to onng it to a 
etop far enougn west of the west wye switch to give extra 
715 a chance to pull by ana back in at tnat point. Short­
ly afterjiraids it appeared to him that extra 715 was not 
being brought to a step, ana he sounaed the whistle and 
at the sar e time applied the orakes* He estimated tne 
speed of his own tram at the time of the accident TO 
have been not more than 3 miles an hour, ana tne speed 
of extra 715 to have been about 35 'lies an houi. After 
the accident engine 715 was still working stem, which 
caused him to think that stea. had not oeen shut off prior 
to the occurrence of the accident. 

Conclusions 

This accident N&E> caused by failure to ODey a 
Greet order, for which Engmeian Heidt is responsible. 
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Erjgineuan He 3 at acknowledged his responsmility 
for the accident, saying tnat he fell asleep wV-en soie 
distance out of Kingville ana that the nea thing he knew 
he found hireself cravlmg out of the arec'^^e after trie 
occurrence of tne accident. The only ctner i-iann on the 
engine at thj tne jvas the student f i r t i an, m o " a s killed 
m the accioent, and of coarse nothing is Vnovai as to 
what he was doing l.a eciately prior to tie acc Laeat or 
whether he haa any opportunity of realizing that tue engine­
man might oe asleep. 

Tjnaer the iules Conductor Turbevi] le sr.ould 
have given a signal with his lantern when 1 rile f r o n 
Kingville to lnmcate the approach of his train to the 
meeting point, which signal proula have bom aa?Viacwl edged 
by the engineman, and the rules further piornh that 
should either the conductor or the engine™an fail to give 
the prescribed signals the tiam is to oe oiouLa_t to a stop. 
This rule was not complied witn eitnm by the eonouctor or 
by the engineman. Haa Conductor luroeviLlo obeyed tho rule 
he would have had an opportunity of stopping his train 
oofore the accident occurred. 

It is also piovided by m e iules that the, in­
ferior tram at a meeting point shall heaa in at tne 
first switch of the first sitm b, which in tnis case would 
have required extra 715 to head in at the east rye s^itcn. 
It was the custom m the ca^e of &t ifcllfcfcound tiam, 
towever, if the opposing tram had not airi; "d, to pull 
by and back m at the west wye switch, an additional 
distance of nearly 3,000 feet. Siicn a custom involves 
a violation of the rule just referred to and creates a 
situation well calculated to result m iuet suor an accident 
a s occurred in this instance, -Uere for any reason a tram 
fails to stop as required by its o r d e r s . King\rille is a 
point where trams frequently meet ana pass and has no 
designated paetmg track, this tact pxoraoly rebutting m 
the developrmt o f tne practice involved in this acciuent 
o f pulling by ana packing m . The installation and use 
of a passing track euitaole to the recuirerrente o f tne 
service would eliminate the practice vihien no v exists, 
which involves a violation o f tho rules every time it is 
followed. 

Had an adeouatc automatic tram control device 
oeen m use this acciuent M U I Q not have occuired. 
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The employees involved ^ers exp silenced ^ en and. 
at the tii,e of the accident, none of tret, nac oeon on 
duty m violation of any of the provisions of the hours 
of service law. 

Respectfully 3U0F i t t c Q , 

W. P. BCPLAND, 
Director. 


