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INTERSTATE COWJEBCE COMwISSION

REPORT OF TFE DIRECTOR OF THE BUPEAU QOF SA™™TY TN PR
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT W, JJ% CCOLR D O THE
SOUTHERN RAIL%AY AT KINGVILLI, § C , ON OCTOIRR
20, 1926.

Novemper &7, 19Z6.

To the Corrissioll,

Oon Qctober 320, 19860, therec was a hcd-end
colliglon betwseen two freight trains on the Soutnsrn
Ra1lvay at Kingville, 5.C., which resulted 1n wne death
of one eoployee and the i1njury of two livestcck care-
takers and two employess.

Location and method of opsratica

This accident occurred on that part of the
Charleston Division cxtending between West End and
Colwurpila, . €., a cistance of 106.%5 v.xles over vhich
trains are operated oy time—-table and train orders,
noe olock—signal syste< bsing in use. The point of
accident was 4,610 feet cast cof the west yard-lirmi
board, apprcaching this point frow tone east the tiack
1 tangent a distance of acout 2 milss, wille approach-
1ng from the west thare 1s a 4° 30% curve to the rTiabt
followed by 350 feet of tangent to the poiat of acczdent.
The grace 1s practically level., Tnere 15 no desgilgnated
passing track at Kingville, znd 1t 1s the practice to
use the casgt and west legs of the wye fo1 the purpcse of
meeting and passing trains.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
wkich occurred at apout 5 a.m.

Description

Eastbound freignt train extre 866 consisted of
74 cars and a caboose, hauled oy engilne 866, sna wes 1n
charge of Concuctor Youngolood and Enginemaa AbNley. At



Ancrews the crew 1n chaige rcccivea a copy 21 traln order
No. 9, which proviced 1n palrt for a ~ect with cxira 710
at Singleton, 10.5 niles cact of Kingville. rrtra £66
was approaching Kingville ana hLa-s thG“P tue yat1d Llicits
when 1t collided with extra 715 snile trovziong at a low
rate of speec, estirated to have oveen from 3 to b wiles
an hour.

%estoouncd freight train e?t*a 715 ccnercoed of
37 cars and a cacoosec, hauled by eng: 17, a.a vas 1n
charge of Conauctor Turue71lle ana Wn”lﬂuntw bolatls At
Crangevburg, 6.2 ri1les =ast of Kingvilie, tne crv 1n
charge received a copy of train oruer NMo. 13, Teawlng as
fcllows:

"Extra 866 cast get this order ana meet
eXtra 715 west at Kingville instead
of Singleton".

Extra 715 entercd Kingville yard, passea tne west leg of
the wye vhere 1t should have vacked into clzar for extia
866 1n accordance w1th tne ucual pract.ce prreveiling at
that point, zna collicea with extia 455 wnlle traveling
at a speed variously estimated to have teen osetreen 20
anc. 35 n1l¢s an hour.

Both engines mere derailled put rerained upright
on the roacbed, conslaerably aa.aged. Cn2 car 1n gach
train was derolished, while another car w.s corz dstcoly
darraged. The erployee killed was a student fircocvan on
extra 715.

Sumsary of evidence

Engineman Heidt, of extra 715, sald that when
approaching Xingville he was speculating as to thether
he wrula reach thet poant prior to the arvival of exira
866, 1n vhich evgnt he woula be able to pull aheaa on
the valn frack and back in on the west leg of the wye
instead of heacing in on the east leg of the wys. after
passing over a trestle locatecd apout 3% wiles from King—
ville, Lowever, he fell asleep anc did not kaoow aaything
wore untrl he began crawling out of the wreokage after
the occurrence of the accideat. 4t the time of the
acclucnt he had oceen cu duty about 9 hours after being
off duty bstveen 9 and 10 nours, ana he said 1t was his



practice to obtaln his rost, that he had dena so whille
off auty prior to the tr.p on "hica fri1s o
occurred, ana that Le vas 1n nor 2l ph.e1ce
anc he offered no explanation for pormg, ©
than the fact that he had pbeen a littles b
had a headache.
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r1l1gas and had

At the tire of the accilaent ithe sticent fire-
ran, who was killed, was the only otfher perzon on bhe
éngine, poth the regular fireman ana the hoszd hrokeowan
being 1n the caboose. TFireran Criighton saild n> Lod
obtained the engineran's persission to go gacs 5o tone
catoose for the purposz of cating, and thet he sad Flag—
man Neal apply 1lns air brakzs by meons of tha coacvr Lor'ls
valve jJust pbefore the accident occurrasd  head Brakemnan
Bolchoz said that vhen ithe trdain entered the vaid he went
out on the caboosse platform te be 1n reedine<s to get off
anc open ths switch so that the trmain could bazk 1n on the
west leg of the wye. 0a lookuimg ahesz, ho-over, ne saw
the heaclight of exira 866, rcalized tnat a collizicn ras
about to occur and jumped to the ground, at which tire fthe
speed of hlg train was about 20 or =5 7111+-3 &n hour He
Sa1¢ he had realized tnat the spceza was exczeslve then
entering Kingville yard but trat he nad not wenlioned 1t
to anvonc. Brakzman Bolchoz wid oot s2e any ons open
the conductor's valve, although 2t absut Llhe time the
caboose passed the wegt wye swtitch he heard the con-—
guctor tell one ot the crekemen to apply tioe brakes.

Conductor Turbeville, of extra 715, said that
when his caboose had passed a swilitch wnich 1s located
avolt 1,900 feet east of tre telepraph office Le c¢liooed
aown frow the cupola, went out on the capsose platforw
ana signalled to the enginswan to stop. He continued
t0 p1ve gtop signals until auvout the time the capouse
reached the west wye switch, ani then called to Flagran
dcal to gpen the conaductor's valve, the collision occurr—
ing shortly afterwards while the train was running at a
speed he estimated to have peen auout €0 wi1les an hour.
The speed of his traln was exces.lve when entering King-
ville yard, but he did not pay any particular attention
to 1t as suclk speed was customary when ths cnglaocran 1n-—
tended to procesd to the west wye switch. Conductor
Turozeville cvid not cowply with ruie 30 of the rules oF
the operating departrent oy giving the prescribed hand
sighal whan hisg tizin was 1 »1l: from the point viksre a
Leet ordar was to pe executed. (Conauctor Turtbzville
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further stated thet when approaching Kingville 1t was
custor ary for the cnginc-aa to gecide whetner to head

in gt the east rye switch or proceed Lo toe v -at wye
switch, depoending on whether or not the owoos.nz train

hac arrived, althougn unasr thne rules i1z oraln 1n tils
particular caceg, belng 1nferinr oy directicl, WoOulc 0%
have any right to themain track veyona tnz casyv 1ye s.1teh.
Ee consiacrea, however, that he hao a2 ri_ ot to pass this
switeh and procecd to the west switco vecau.e of the rule
governing wovewents vithin yard licite, wnilk rs
¢Xtra tralns to rove preparea to slop unless the
track 1s seen or knoan to be clear.

Flagzan Neal said that vhen the train .as
approaching Kingville he saw Conauctor Turbeville core
down fron the cupola of the caoooce anu go out on tosz
rear platform, and that he and 2.ukzcn 3oulel sz folizacd
the conductor. About cpposite lke svitch ..enticned
0y the conductor the latter began givirg scop sifnals
and finglly told him to op=an tho con.uctor's valvse,
the collislcn ocecurring shortly afler this Lao peen done,

Ingineman goney, of e¥-1a B6O, szlc when approach-
ing Kingville he eaw the reflection of a heaclight zad
suppoesed that tone order for hian ¢ uwect eXtra 715 at
Singleton had been cheaged ara that they weula asest at
Kingville 1nstead of at Singleton. He then prouhti his
train under full coatrol and prepared to oring 1t to a
getop far enougn west of the west wye switch to give cxtra
715 a chance to pull by ana pack 1n at tnat point,., ghort-
ly afterwaids 1t appcared to hir that extra 715 was aot
belng brought tc a step, ana he sounued tie whistle and
at the sare time applicd tle orckxes. KRe @shimated tne
speaed of his own train at the time of the accizent to
have been not wore than 3 miles &n hour, ana taoce spzed
of zxtra 715 to kave becn about 35 '1les an houwir. After
the accident engine 715 was st1ll working stsar, whilch
caused hir to think that stea. hac not oeen shut off mor
te the occurrence of the accidert.
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Conclusions

This acciceent was caused by fairlure to ovbey a
weet order, for which Enginegran Eeldt 1s responsible.



Euglneran Helet acknoaledged his responsipllilly
for the accident, saying inat he fo?l asleon vhen sore
distance out of Kingville anu that the asdc thiag he knew
he found hirself cravlirg out of Lhe wret..re glicr tne
occurrence of tne acciaent. The oniy ¢tinsr pur.on on the
engine at the tire was the student fire. an, iho wes killed
1n the accicent, snd of course noihing is brova as to
wkat he was doing 1u ediately pricr to tie acciaent or
vhether he haa any opportunity of realizing that tacs enginae-
ian mlght pe azsleep.

Unaer the 1ules Concuctor Turbeville scould
have given & signal with his loatern when 1 rile fron
Kingville to lnuicate the arproach »f his traein to the
rreeting point, which sipnal sroula have boco actvnowledged
by the engineman, and the rules furhtner provid. thnat
should either the conaquctor or the eazineg sn fall L2 give
the prescribad signals the t1ain 1s to pe orou..t to a siop.
This Tule was not complizd with eitih.r Ly the conouctor oT
by tha sngineman. Hao Conguctor Turoevillc cbeyed the rule
he mwoula have haa an opportenity of stoppiag his train
pefore the accicent occurrec.

It 18 also provided by *tne iules that the 1n-
ferior trair at a meeting poiat skall keao 1n at toc
firset switch of fthe first eiding, whick 1a trhis czse would
have required extra 715 to head 1n at the cast sye sriten.
It was the custom 1n Lhe case of o MlBEbound tizin,
Fowever, 1f the cpposing trzin had act arrciv:d, to pall
by and back 1n at the west wye swvitch, zan adaitional
alstance of nearly 3,000 Tfeet. Sucn a custonm involves
a vioclation of the rule just relorrea to znd creates a
eltuation well calculatea to r2eult 1n juct sacr aa <2ccident
as occurred 1n this instancs, *here for any reaseon & train
fai1ls to stop as reguired by 1ts oruwers. Xingville 1s a
point where trains freguently meet anc pass aad has no
cesignetled pasting track, this fzct proraoly risulilang in
the devaloprznt of the practice 1nvoelvaed ia this acciuent
of pulliing by ang packing in. The 1netallstion and usec
of a passing track suiltzpvle to the recuirerents of tre
gervice woula eliminate the practice whicn nov exists,
which 1nvolves a violetion of tho ralee every time 1t 18
followed.

Had an adeouate automatic train control davice
been 1n use this agcciuent wouwio 1ot have ccourred,



The ewployees involvea vers expzriciiced ren and
at the ti.e of the accident, none of theuw nce oeon on
duty tn violation ¢f any of the provisions of the hours
of service law.

Resgpectfully suorittea,
W. P. BORLAND,

Directora



