Jandary 25, 1915,
In re investigatlon of aceident whiech occurred
an the Southern Hallway nenr Jetera- Inv-240
ville, Va., on December 18,

On December 12, 1914, there wasg a derallment of a passenger
train on the Southern Rallway near Jeteraville, Va., which re-
sulted in the death of 1 osnssenger and the injury of 14 psasengers,
4 amployaes, 1 msil elark and 1 express messenger. After Investi-
gation of this sceident the Chief of the TDivision of Eafety reports
zs followsy

Southbound passenger train No, 13 was in charge of Conductor
Drske and Enginemen Rebinson., It left Richmond, Va., st 10,30 a.x.
and arrived at Chula st 1l.44 a.mne A% this point the truln was de-
layad on sceccunt of the dorallment of o frelght train 2 ailes be-
yond, Orders were finally issued to progeed to the scene of dernil-—
ment snd exchange equipment with northbound train No, 2, which wea on
the cppoalte alde of the dsrailed cers, the passengers, bagphrge,
mzll «nd exyress to be transferrad froz one treln te the other,
After this tronafer nad been ¢rfected, the esquipment conuosing train
No. 8 was oper-ted, bascking up, a3 train Ho. 13, It sturted at 1,15
gem, and was made u? in the followlng manner: 2 eocsches, 1 combina-
tion bu,guce snd mall car and 1 express esy, sll of wooden construcs-
tion, znd wes beiung backed by locomotlve No. 1105, This train
reached Amslla, 3.5 ailes heyond the scenae of the transfrr, at 2,29
peBie Un leaving the strtion st this point the $rzin proceeded to
the gouth switeh, sbout one-quarter of a mile beyond the stutlon,
where the locomotive was shifted to the forward and of the train and

at 3.10 p.m, 1t &gsln proeeeded, with the locomotive b-eking up, wnd

hed pesched a point sbout 2 uiles north of Jeteraville, which s 7.4

miles Geyond Amelis, when 1t was deralled at about 3.25 p.a.
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The engine onme %o rest on 1ta side acroas the track at a point
about 200 feet deyond the initial point of deyaillment, the tender
broaking away and landing on the left side of tha track. The first

(w ecach tipped over on 1ts side an the right of the track with lts
foreard end sgainat the pilot of the engine, this end being badly
donnged, The passenger who was killed was riding in the vestibule
on this end of the car. One truck of the second car was derslled
but none of the other ears wos damaged to any extent.

This diviaion of the Southern Railway 18 & single track line.
No block signsl system 13 in use, truins boing operated by traln
orders and tlae-card righta., Approaehing the polnt of derailment
frem the north, thers 1s a curve of 3% degrees to the right, 1800
feet in length, followed by & tangent 35) feet Iin lengthy then
thers is & ourve of 3 degrees to the left 2,100 feet in length. It
was oint this smscond curve that the darailment gccurred, at sz polnt
zbhout 1,230 feet south of 1lts -orthera end. The aupereslavetion of
thiz curve at the polnt of deorailment war 3 Iinchea. The track is
lald with 80-pound rails, 20 fest 1o length, with 16 or 18 onk tles
under each rall, ballested with ubout 6 inches of pebble ballast,

The track is single sgolkec and no tie plates are used. One rail
brace 18 placed at the center of egch rall on the cutside of the
eurve. The weather was clear.

Examination #f the track showed that the rear tender truck

( wheels hud mounted the rail on the cutside of the curve and after
running along on the ball ¢of the rell for &a aphort dlstance had
droppaed off on the tios, runniny slong on the same for about four

reil lengths, beyond which point the track wae badly torn up by
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the derailment. This examinution also showsd thut the track ap-
proaching tho point of derallment from the north wes in good eondition,

Enzineman Robingon stated thet at the Lime the tender was de-
ralled, the train wes running at about 15 or 18 milea per hour and
that he at once applied the smargency air brakes. Thers was no nolse
or any indiecation of =ny kind thst there was anything wrong prior to
the derailment ¢f the tender. The statements of the flrezen added
nothing %o those of the enginenan. He estipated the speed to have
been batween 15 and 20 milas per hour, while the conductor thought
that the speed was about Z0 miles per hour,

Guperintendent of Hotive Power Basser, who was & passen-
ger on train Jo. 13 when it was deruiled, stated thet while the train
wag ¢t Amelia he wallkted around the logcsctive axemining both the
engline snd tender znd found them to be in gocd ecndition, 4after
tiie derailaent he exapined the track and found that ene of the tender
wheeola had mounted the rail aznd hed run saloung on the bell of the aame
for a distance of sbout 9 Teet before dropping off on the ties, At
thils time he smede 2 further exemination of the engine and temnder but
ves undble to find enything whieh could huve csused the nccildent.

fection Foremsn ¥erritt, {n charge of the sectlon on which
the accldent eceourrad, statad that he had put new tles and ballast on
this part of the track within two woeks previovus to the dute of the
derailnent, There was a soft spot in the tr=ck near the point of
derailment which ocersionelly csused trouble, He had worked on this
soft apot o few days prior to the occurrence of the sccldent and had

put it in first-cless econdition., He had no idea what caused the ac-

cident. GBupervisor Averstt stated thut he made an exsmination of the
track aboat two hours after the scourrence of the accident, at which
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time no work hnd blan done on Lt, hut hp iua unnbla te determine -

what ocaused the acoident, He atattd that ths latt spat was sbout
30 feet 1in length, but that it did uet require lpauinl sttention
Superintendent Eudspath stated that uu hiu utrirul at the

(; ecene of the acclident hs pade an inapnntianfcr tha track and equip-

ment and found the traek to be in aood aandition, gsoeing nothing
which he thought caused the derallment, &lthﬂuah‘hs mede a cereful
f{napacticon of the tender trucks he was unable definitely to sacertain
their eondition prior to the acourrence of the acoldent, on acoount
of thelr belng badly broken up.

Haster Mechanio Owens atrted that locomotive NHo, 1105
hed been im the shops sbout August 1, 1914, &t which time the tiren
were changed und other rurning repairs made. He made sn exsmination
of the logomotive after the scoident and found everything to be in
good sondition with the possible exception of a ;1anaa on one of the
steel-tirad wheels on the inside of the rear tender truck, which was
slightly warn. The rear side dearing olearsnce was about one-quarter
of an insh, while the c¢learance on the forward truck was about three~
eightha of an inch.

Locomotive Ko, 1105 ia3 of the 4-6-0 type and has a total
woight, engine and tender, ready for service of 325,100 pounds. At
the time of the derailment, tho tender was surrying % or 6 tons of
00sl and was about half filled with water.

This socident was gaused by the rear tander truck wheel
zounting the ruil en the outaide of the agurve, while WGacking at a
spead ostimated to have been ahout 20 miles per haqu::}hy the tender

wheels wore derailled waas not definitely ascertained, but it 1s be=_
lieved that 1t may have been due to the fact that the locopctive wss
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Lo backing up, and that on this acovunt the tender, which was about

o half-full of water, rocked more than usual, this rocking metiocn
Wi ()veing inoreased by any slight irregularities in track, due to the
A soft spot, which might have existed,
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