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Kareh S9 t 1913* 

la re iayeati$&tioa of aeei&eat oa Sou6horn Raii.aay, 
near ̂ #©a&lage# on S^braary «3» 1913* 
Oa February 33 1 1S13> there waa a head-essd eoXXiaioa on 

the Southera ̂ idl^y m&? Jonalagftf V^*f whioh resulted in tho 
e^ati of 1 e^loyee aad life® lajury ®£ s employees a&£ sovoraX 
"aeaoasera* 

Af&er taveati^atloa of this aeei&eat, tho Chief Xaspeotor 
i>t Safety Apjliaaoes re^orta* *a foXIawst 

northbound paaaeaser train-Sd* £ w aaxoata- fros C&ayiotte, 
11* £*, to Bio.jxnond, ?*u Xt ooaststed of X baggage «nrf 1 Jŝ alX 
o «rt ao^ah«st haala-i hy ©sgiae Ho, tlf * It !SKO in charge 
«f Conduotor At^ll an£ Sa»laeaaa So^hiXl# At Brafc#a Broach, 
**1«3 alios aowfilv of •FcaaissSf th© arew in ehar$© of train Ho* S 
received a go # of tr:da or-jer fte« B07 f reading aa fellowM 

"Ke* s» a&giae 0X2, -oil! auget Kb* 13, engine 
£*SyO» as Jeserfl-vilXa*11 

Train Slo* 9 l^ft Or^o*® Branch at 11:88 a«swv 1 claute loto» 
aau ĵraaeeleo' aorta*?ar4« colli *iag with traia Uo* 13 at 13; 34 
i**s*» at 8 ;koiat about I nil© sorth of *Teaniags or 3 lalXee #outh 
of ̂ etfersiriilo* 

Sa«ifcbo«*uj traia ffo* 13 orislaatoa at lUolimomt, 7a. It 
e.<aoiste4 of ?. b<i3S«.je curs, 2 oo&eiiea aad 1 sleeping e-r, Viuina 
b' en^iaa Uo* 0501 on. -'/as in eftarg© of Coadaator Clarlc aa<3 
Eagiaesaa s&rtraa* At Cfcala, 18*$ mil&® siorth of *Teaai3g3y the 
or*" la ehctrge f tain traia raoeivod a oopy of tnia order ?lo« 
^7,, z&a *ia& as followt 

*3o« 0, tsa7fta 01i3s vdlX me©t Ho* 13, ehgise 
at £-3>aala$a*s 

Iriia Ho* 1'' left ChaXa at 1 iSS a*^*f a silautes? lat«t aad pro* eee4*<i soutLwnrt. to the „;oiat of eollialaa* 
Both mL-;lnm -were ba"ly iieisa<£e4 an*. &he ba&gag© car of 

traia Ho* 8 telescoped by &h® teaser of eagiae 9X2 the 'full 
length of ts>- tea4er* T«.e ends of the first 3 oars of traia !£o* 
13 ,-ere le&eeked ia #aile fourth aad fifth oars ia thie "&raia 
cr© .ilizghtly ̂ adaje'i* ^ha a&̂ iâ jaiaa of traia 8 was oru0h0$ 

h@t".-@ssa the ?«aof of B h © ba^ase oar of his feraia aar
t tho ht.iXor* 

?i© - of hia eiL-fiad* 2he other a.eeibera of both ea&itta erô --s 
ju ̂ ed before -he oollicion oocurred* ^he ®pe@d of the trains 
ft& t h e * sino -f the eoXXl^iaa -?aa robfthiy ia the aol^hho^hocd 
of ^ silos jĵ r feour* 



Tnl«s portion of tba ®outbors Railway is a aingla track Una* 
Ho bloat ei$mla ara in oporationj train isQvaaanta balng governed 
by tr&in or4ora transmittal by tolagyaph* ^be nollialon oo oar red 
en a tw0*tia$vaa #«rvaf lt4S0 faat in longtb. at a point about 570 
fa^t from i&a snath m&* Wbila rounding tais cnnpa tna tnek 
paaaea tbieugb aaweral mml) cuts* tho aaapoat of which ia about 10 fmpt at tba point of oolllcion tbare ia a out about 3 foot 
aasp* ' Snare ara <3eo4s on both oictes of tba tracH for SGK,© diato&ee 
aorfeb of tha point of aceia©nt« 2be @nfinatsan of train Ko* 13 

on tba cut a! a© of tba QKTW® m eonlsi not aaa cior© thm 400 
ar M O faat abea^# Tba «iv;lneiBaB of train Ho# 8 could aaa ©bout 
l,S00 faat aexoea tba lnaida of tba curve. 

t % a iaffaatigajtloa of thia aa-atdeat ebowaa" tfeafc Siapatob^r 
factor oaXLcMjl tba o^ratora at $r®k®*® Braaeb and at Ciruia to 
®tm tnasi t;,e order for tba t TO train© to meet at ̂ «mningat the 
ra^ulmr &aetln$ paint« Sbia waa nawaaa»*y in or&ar to balp 
train So> 13t wbiah *?©ul'l b© aligntly' dalaya4 on aaaount of rac­
ing *o tofca coal ab ^ a t a r s v i l i a M Oparatflo* O&al&lty. at Drafce'a 
Branch, aopie^ tlie #r<a@r far tr̂ iln Ho* 6 # tba ̂ w^arior train, 
and ?op«at«d it baafc t«v th© ̂ lapatanarg ^ho in turn copied It la 
bia train or«Lsr book as 16 ̂ na rap*"itadf abo'-tfing the mee ing aroint 
at J"̂ nniaga* Afcer sno diapatafear ban giwn OpeTator Ohalklay 
an *QK w

t the operator at Gnula, -•lio ba! copiad tba ax*dar for 
train K O i is t also t-epcrttM tba ar***^ tba Sidpatob^r U£4arlin* 
log #&eif viftrd of Wta ardor Ln bia train or&or boofe: aa it was rs-
peatad* Tbc o p s T a s o y at 0>al ro>e»£tM tfce narsa of the acting 
point at Juniata* -in' t*o ao^y «a gelivarad to tba Oond^ocor of 
train Sfo* 13 f a-9 -s?e»ll as hlu f i j Q oo'.y ehovfact tba a^o costing 
PfitllXt* 

On aacount af grit V. a _ci.*t of Ida panoil, tba ;>peraser 
at Brc&a* 5 Svnnob tor a iL- «̂ rl - L i > o?dar tcbea oopylag it v and 
aft<*r ranching 1^ tu ̂  o : . u c l i r rowrota it# follo^dns tba 
original trials bis flngyr u. ^ r«* ao* Aftar rerHting tbsj order 
b® 4id not rapaft i& « i .1 j.̂ attfbar* Qa tba eoj.y as ori^nally 
wita@a by bisa tae n^.c o f .'ieotiag point la badly wit ton 
ftn oanaot; oonsî satxiily be T O . fsi^bar as Jennissge or &3 J"t?fc r̂!>* 
villa, -rfMlo it m& arhi 4©liYars4 to the era-*- of 
train Bo* 0 it clo^rly a si^ > ca&lng point to be **etr>ra?ille* 
Opeffator Carter, lontei nt CJ-nl«|, statoa tbat bo folio-«>a tha 
»^arator at Brak6t*a Brandt ao tba latter- ra^eatad tba ara««r back 
to tba ala^stab^r* an: ̂ it it r e p c H t o d as ̂ aaninga* 

Qpera&or '̂baiklc-ty stftĉ J * ae to tba bast of bia raeoll«?otion 
he- rep®att5d th*- ;.;o--5tî .g .oini Jn th© ordar as fatoravilla; be 
i i d n»t ranarber tbinkina; ny^in^ about innings* dla not 
bear Opara&or Carter râ t*- , the o^erj tbora wera'^aay ^oopla 
around tha atotlon an*i biia *a dia sot rems^.b^r fesaatly hat 
be w&a tioin' at tb« t*ua 0,>-ru-.or Onrtar ra^oatotl ft» tbongi*a 
bo night bava ba«n aallinr>i a ti cleat* " _ 



(a) 
Rul^f Ho* SOS of the Southern %ilwuy book of rules reMs 

m follows} 
"Operators roe@i¥is$ train orders umet writs 

frtteas ia ftaaifaid -.Surlâ  traatfaifleion aad if th*$y 
otiaaot ttt oae '/ritlng maim t&e rOiaieite xurJbar 
of oofi*?t, oaat fir otaera fro^ oae of the copies 
first mde," 

Bale S&s* SXG ̂ ro^idOfj ia jar* that **eaoh ©aerator veoolrlnG the 
oi^es5 deserve whether toe others repeat e©rr&etiy*B 

Soither of fcht* £&ova mentioned rulae c*era goBBlleS ulth by 
Oaerator ChAlSeley* 

Operator Oaalftiey h&& he©a la th© sssx&oy of the Southern 
"̂-.il*v̂ y aad its .^ieeeaoora for 30 fmmt 83 of -silica hac, b®m 
a>eat at Dreit«f» Byaaeh* Both his eaareetor reeorii T?sre 
©sfoeii^at* £a tho d̂ jr of the aoeideat he? w a t oa duty at ssis 
a*;;:* after being ->ff 4aty siaoe §s&0 a«n« th© praTioue day* 

*hia ae.iideat caused hy Operator GhuX&loy$ at Dr,tfce*s 
Sraaoa* aeliverias to the prn? of tosia Ho* £ er$ar ^rovi-ing 
that th it tr*ifi ̂ tsula jtteet train 13 at Jeterflrillet heroes 
th© or4or .-jfcould hava stated the aaotiag ^oint e$ ?eaai&g«* For 
this error Operator GaaiftLey ia J I O S O responsible* H©a ae cor.« 
plied with tant Nsrfc of rale ifo* £10 re ttirias aim to feller? tho 
obiter operator *nen tf-e latter wa>@ re^eatlag the order to She 
aieoa'.eaer it iv jjrobuble th*i»t the error ̂ oui4 have been observed* 

he obeyed rale Ho* E0§ and tmoed t3*e order ..Aon rositing 
i&» *» -ouiii have lufwaer ia urhieh tha aaetlag point tr:a abrotutel: 
unia s o l l i g i b l f * ana possibly wla" »eve e&ll#a th? 4£apa&oher far 
fihe inû paeo of Yeri^yiag the s Jae* ot whioh tlaa the arror oulft 
h&va been dis^ov&reti* 

Waii^ thie accident wo. a duo direotiy to tho f dluro of on 
i&pleyee ;i*operiy Bo ̂ erfona his autyf it was rendorog possible 
fey tho ayjtiaa of firkin operation ess$Xayea> aad displays tho In­
herent -/.'e-jlaiaoa of autiih a system; ia faett a large proportion 
or ta*» eo-jllaioao "Jbioh have besa 'avestigfttod feas aeon to 
miat lies vhiah ha?e oaaurred uader tha traia orcier ̂ #ths-l of 
operation* 


