
Ia m Investigation ai* aa Accident miah Occurred 
an tha Southern Hallway aaar Buntereville, 

8. 0., an July i ? , 181?. 

August ? , 191?. 

On July I ? , 1817, there was a derellmeat af a passenger 
trala an the Southern Railway aaar Hnnterevllle, $* C., which 
resulted io tha deeta of ona paeeenger and ana employes, and 
tha injury of twenty pesscagerc and four employee•• After 
iavestlgatiea the Chief of the division of Safety reports aa 
folloirai 

tha Winston* ia lea division of the Son them Hellwuy, apon 
which thi a de ra i lmen t o c c u i T e d , It a single traak line, extend** 
in- free Chorion* to »intton»%len# 8. C«( a die tan** of S3 
miles. Mad train mowomente are governed by the time table end 
train orders, ao bleak signal afatan being i n a t e . 

Hie derailed trela wea northbound passenger train be* id, 
consisting of locomotive 3839, one Baggage and mail ear and 
two coaches, in charge of Conductor Frailer and fagiaenem 
Lanyeex. fhie traia left Charlotte on the day of derailment 
at 4t8B A. ft., peaaed KumterevlUe at 4ib» a. a,, end vac da* 
railed at a point about one and tiirea-f earths mi lee north of 
Huatercvllle a t 8j0£ a* m,, while running et a speed of about 
to miles an hour. 

Approaching the point of accident from the couth the 
treek la tangent for about one-heIf alia, folloved by a ft 
degree curve to the left about 1,000 feet In length. 

She derailment occurred about ?db feet from tbe south end 
of tbia curve on a f i l l of i or 10 feet sad on a slightly 
ascending grade, tbe engine pilot coming to rest at the north 
end of tbe curve, the train came to rest vim the locomotive 
and care on their left aides on the vest aide of the track aad 
clear of the track, except the pilot , vhlcb f o u l e d the track. 
Tha tender broxe loote from tbe locomotive and it* true** were 
tora from the fr»ae, only tb* l**t two cars remaining coupled, 
fhe locomotive wea badly damaged, while the cart were a c r e or 
less daaaged. the track where the accident o c c u r r e d i s laid 
with 78 pound steal rails, do feet in length, with 1? or 18 oak 
ties under each rail , and ballsated with cinders, a l l la good 
condition, the flreaaa was crushed between th* boiler bead atus 
tbe cab floor end probably instantly billed, while the engine* 
man vec scalded. The weather vas Cloudy at tha time. 

Conductor frailer of traia Bo* 88 atatad that ala trala 
left Charlotte at 4*fB a.m., left Buntereville at 4t88 a. a., 
and waa derailed about BIOS a. a. Be waa sitting ia that and 



of th* eeeeb reserved for wait* people ro«4in^ tke morning 
o«p«r when the brake* wore applied in mmrmtmy *nd n* fe l t 
the ear strike the tins and begin turning over, wnen the trnin 
earn* to * step he ellaoed out of the ear and vent to the front 
tnd of the traia, found tha locomotive, tender end aoaahei 
turned over m their tidee and itemed that the firesen had 
been billed, fie stated that he examined the track et paint 
of derellaant tad found that the angle bare had been reeeved 
free one of tbe r#ll Joints or, the lef t hand tide of the tree*, 
en the inside of tbe eurve, and free that point nerth one rail 
length el l ths eplkes on tbe outside of tbe rail bed been palled 
out except three, and those bad been driven down flush with tae 
tops ef the ties, the end of one rail had been eoved aat ef 
ellgnaeat with the rest of tbe tract, end the msrfc* an the tie a 
Indicated tb** the tr*in mm derailed at that point, th* train 
running a dlstano* mml to the length of tb* train after being 
derailed, earning to a stop with th* rear of the traia about 
opposite tbe point where tbe aagle bars bad been removed. §* 
thought th* tpeed of bit tr*ln »t th* tins -tt fl*r*ilme&t wee 
about 20 miles an hour. 

engineman L«nyo#» ?f train l*o. ?6 et*ted th*t bis train 
peeeed aunteravlil* et about 4t©a m* a . , and wee running at a 
epeed of about to alias an hour when i t was derailed on * 
elifhtly seconding grade ubout two alles north of Huntersvllle. 
Ke had no Intimation tbat anything vae wrong with tbe tjeek 
uatil he felt tbe engine truck* etribe the tiee, whereupon he 
applied tae eir brakes in emergency and tried to get out of the 
cab but eould not de so before tbe leeoaetlve turned over on 
its side. He stated that it v«s cloudy and tbt stay was Just 
breaking, but objeets eould be seen e reasonable distunes, bat 
on account of fe«m§ on tbe outs Ids of the curve be could not 
tee the treek eery fer In advance. After the derailment ha 
went to the reer of tba trala and found that tha angle bare 
had been remeved free one of the rsll joints on tba inside of 
the curve, several spikes had been pulled out on either side ef 
thle joint, aad one end of the rail moved out of alignment. 

aeetlon foreman Oleegev in charge of tbe sect' on af treek 
where the derailment occurred stated th«t he bed gons over thi a 
rleoe of track three days prior to the wreck end fouad i t in 
food condition. 8* stated tent be arrived on the scene of e>» 
ralinent about fl»0 a. a., and upon examining the track found 
thet 11 cpikes bed been palled cut end the angle bars removed, 
la hie ©pinion the tmcH had boon tarn up by mm mm with 
traok experience* 

seetlen foreman 4mm* in ©barge of 'the ecetion of track 
adjoining the eeotlon where the derailment occurred etcted that 
he arrived m the saene of wreck at ebout dud a. n. end aad* aa 
examinetion of tb* track. Re found 11 spikes pulled out en the 
outside of the weet er left bend rai l and It or 10 aplkee palled 
free the inside of tbe next rail and both angle bar* gone end 



the eelte ai**lag* th* head ot on* eplke bad been partially 
palled off in aa am*a*e*ssfnl atteapt to poll i t , *** atatad 
tact two trains had passed over this tree* tha night prior to 
tha aeeldent and had tha traak than been in the aoadltlon ha 
found it tba next morning, those train* weald have bean derailed* 
lndleating to bin th«t tbe traak had been tempered with between 
the time tbe last of the two train* had passed tteere shortly 
after 8*00 »«n* sad trela io. £0. fhe aorttlng of the aeeldent 
he found tbe tool hone* unlocked and a traak wrench end claw 
bfssr aleslng, sad these tools were found Inter near the paint 
of derailment* 

Xiiis aeeldent was caused bjr tbe malicious removal of on* 
of tbe rails out of alignment on the left bend eide ef the 
track b..' amkaovn percent* the wheel nark* or. ths ties at the 
point wnare the angle bars mm alas lag indicate that the rail 
was out of place there when train no, 86 reached tbat point 
end m® derailed, «nd tbe finding of a claw bar and track wreaca 
in that violnit? ladlestea tbet those lastruaentc w»re used ia 
remcrlng th* j»ngl* b«ra end crlka* from the track* 


