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In Re Investigation of an Acoldent Which Osourred
on the BSouthern Rallway near Hunteraville,
K. C., on July 17, 1917,

August 7, 1017,

On July 17, 1917, there wea ¢ depailment of a pasaenger
traln on the Bouthern Rullway near Huntersville, H, C,, whigh
resulted in she death of one passenger and one eaployese, and
the injury of twenty pasaengers and four employses, After
;n:zntigatlon the Chief of the Ulvision of Safety repcrts se

ollows}

™he Winstone-Salem division of the Bouthern Reilway, upon
whish shis dersilment ogourred, is & uxngla track line, extend-
in: Crom Charlotte to ¥YinetoneZalem, H, (,, 2 distance of 8D
miley, and tyaln sovements are governsd by the time table and
trais orders, no blook signal system being in use,

The dareiled traln war norshbound psssenger traln e, 16,
conslsting of locometive J838, one ¢ snd mall car and
two coachss, in oharge of Condustor Frea:ier and Zanginesan
Lanyoex, Ihis wala left Charlotte on the day of derallsent
at 4180 A, M., pesaed Huntersville at 4150 s, m,, #nd wag do-
rolled st & point sbout one and taree~Sourths ﬂli&t north of
Hungersville st 8302 a. k., while running st s speed of about
£0 milea an hour,

Approaching the point of scelident from the gouth the
track is tangent Tor mbout one~helf mile, followed by a 24
degres curve to the left about 1,000 feet in length,

The dersilment occurrsd sbout 760 fset from the south end
of thils curve on & L1111 of B or 10 feet and on s slightly
sscendlng grade, the engine pilst coming o rest at the north
end of the curve, The traln csme %o rest with the losomotive
and cars On thelyr left sides on the weast side of the track and
elear of the track, except the pilos, whioh fouled the trask,
The tender Droke looee from the losomotive and its trucks were
torn from the fraae, only the l-et two oars remaining coupled,
The losomotive wes badly dsmaged, while the cars were more or
lres demaged., 7The track where the apooldent ocourred 1s lald
with 756 pound stesl ralla, 30 feet in lengih, with 17 or 18 oak
ties under each rail, and hallssted with cinders, sll in good
condition, The firemsn wss orushed between the boller head snd
the cab floor snd probably instantly killed, while the engine-
Lan was scalded, weather was oloudy at the time,

Conduotor Fraxier of traln Ho, 206 stated thet his train
left Charlotte at 4180 a. m,., left Hunteraville at 41859 a, a,,
and was deralled about BIOR a, m. Hs was sitting in Shet end



-2

of the coasl ressrved for white people Meading ths sorn

papur when the bhrakes were applied in emergency and he felt

the oar strike the tlss and begln turning over. Waen the Yraln
eame O & stop he Glimbed out of the car and went to the frong
end of she traln, found the locomative, tender and eosches
turned ovey on their sldes ané lesrned that the firesan had
been killed., He statad thet he exspined the Srack at polnt

of derslleent snd found thet the angle bars had besn rexoved
from one of the reil jointe on the left hand side of the track,
on the inside of the ocurve, snd fros thet point north one pall
length all the eplkes on the sutside of the rail had besn pulled
sut excent three, and those hed been dArliven down flush with the
tops of the ties, 4she end of one rall had Leern moved out of
elignaent with the reet of the traok, and the weris on the tise
infleated thet the trein was dersiled &t that polng, the train
running & dlatance equsl To the leagth of ths Lralin after being
derailed, coming %o # stop with the year of the train aboug
oproalte the polint where the rngle bars had basn rescved., He
thought the sreed of hleg treln =t the tise of Jersllpent was
sbout 20 miles an howr,

]

Lagineman Lenyosy of trein Ne, 28 stated thst kls train
Passed teraville ef sbout 4168 &, m., &0d wrs running at a
apeed of about PO miles sn hour when 1t wne deralled Oon g
elizhtly sscending grade p¥out two miles north of Huntersville,
He had no intimstion thut enything wap wrong with the ts;ack
until he felt the engine trucks etrike the tiecs, whereupcn he
svplied the alp brokes in emergenoy and trlied %o get out of e
cad but could not do so Before the logmmative turuned over on
its side., He ptated that Lt wae cloudy end ¥he day was Just
bresking, but obhjeets could be zpen 2 ressonsble dlgtance, bat
on sccount of being or the outszides of the gurve he gould aot
see the tragk very far in advance, After the Aerallment he
went to the reer of the train and Found that the angle bars
hed besn rencved fram one of the rall Joints on s laside of
the curwe, sewersl spikes had been pulled cut on either side of
this Jeing, and one end of the rall soved cut of elignasent,

Section Fopsann Glesgow in sharge of the rectilon of track
where the gepsilment ogourred stuted thet he hed gone over this
risce of teagk three daye prior to the wreck and faound it in
good condition. He ptated thet he arrived on the asgene Of de~
rellment abent 7130 8, a., and uron exsaalining the treck found
that 11 apikes herd been pulled cut and the angle bars removed.
In his opinion the track had been Sorn up by soue one with
trask experliencs,

Seaticn Foresan Jones in charge of 'the ssotion of track
sdjoining the ssotion where the desrzilment occgurred stated that
he arrived on the eoene of wpeok at about 8148 o, m. end made an
exaslnation of the trsok, He found 11 splkes pulled owut on
outsides of the west or left hand rall snd 12 or 18 spikes E:% ']
trom the inside of the next rall and both angle bars gone
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e bolts missing., The hesd of one splke had been partislly
Talled off in en unsuperesful attempt to pull i3, #H¢ gtated
thet two tralng hed pageed over this treck the night prior W
the ageldent and had the treck then been in the condition he
found 3¢ the next morning, those traine would have heen dersiled,
lndicnting 20 him thet the traok had bees Bampered with befween
the time the lest of the two Sreine had Passed there shortly
sfter 8100 p.n. znd treln %o, 26, The morning of she socldent
he found the tool houee unlocked and s traok wrench and clsw
ber kissing, snd these tools were found letsr near the point
of dersilment.

This scoldent wes osused by the mesliclour remuval of one
of the ralls cut of alignment on She laf't hend side of the
trsgk by unknown persons.  The whesl sarks on the tles at the
rolnt vhere the sngle baps wepe missing indioase thei ihe rall
was out of pleoe sthere when trein %o, 26 rraghed that poing
end wae Qepslled, snd the Zinding of & ¢lav bar ond track wreagh
in thet vicinity indlamtes Shet thoge instruments were waed in
removing the sngle bare end srikes from the track,



