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[P IR sovaring 3argnt$¢aglon of ssaident on the
A Southern Rallway, mear Holton, Qa.; Sept. U, 1912,
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(;g To the Comnmiesion: ,

On September 5, 1912, there wes s derailment of
a passenger train on the Southern Railway, meapr Holton, Qa.,
resulting {n the death of one employes and the injury of O
exployees and 20 peassengera.

Aftar investigation, I beg to submit the followlng
reports

The derallad train, south-bound trala Ko, 4, known
ag the "Cinoinunati-lacon Speclnl™, eonsisted of engine No,
1300, one evambinetion baggegs and pupsenger aer, ORé ¢oaoch,
and two Pullman sleeping csrs, end wse in oharge of Conductor
Sloan and Buginemsn Soridbnsr,

Thie traln left Atlanta, Ga., at 12120 p.m., on
tine, ond passed Dmme's FPerry, Ga., a station sbout B miles
north of the polnt where the asgclident ooscurred, at 2133 p.m.,
four minutes late, The derailment ocourrsd et 8140 pum.,
in a shsllow out on ® 1% descending grade, on a d~degree
ourve, at & point about 800 fast north of s bridge 83 fest
in length. At the pelint where the derallnent ocourred there
wae a low spot under the reil on the inslde of the aqurve,
Thers had Been no henvy raine at this point for sevoral weeks
and the roadbed, whioh ls of micz sohist, was thoroughly dry;
it h&d'beannﬁ very finely pulverized snd had "squéezed™ out,
lotting the ballaet zettla ~nd lesving the ends e tleo
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seinging. Under the welght of tha tnsian nt l}ent, ﬁhis rnll
settled an inoh or more. Ths frent tundor trusk was tna flrnt
one to be dersiled; afterwards tha tender Sraveled slong
practlionlly parallel with the ralls, the whaels between the
rails being almost in the cemtsr of ¥he track, until it reashed
ths bridge., Then the wheela outaide of the rails atruﬁk.thn
trestles guard rall and bunched the tloni punhlnc avwr two
benite and caumsing the engine eand tendop te'tugn over and fall
down the embankment. The eombination baggeges and passenger
der plunged down {nto the oreek, and- the cénoh and the front
truck of the firet alceper wers derniled,

Zxemination of the tires and flanges of tho engine
and tetider whesls showsd that thers was nothing about them
whioh oould have eaused this derallment, The engine wae of
the 4-8-2 type end, together with the tendar, welphad sbout
188 tous.

The equipment of this train wes of stael and steel
underframs gonatruotioni this undoubtedly acoounta for the
fagt that the capualties among the pussengers were comparatively

faw snd 'liﬂhtl
It was estimated that the speed of the ¢raln at the

time of the derallment was 45 or 50 miles per hour.

shere this acoident acourred ths Southern Rellway
Ls & elngle~traok lins, Eighty-five pound reils, 33 feet
long, are uased, with 18 or 20 gak and pine ties %0 the rail,
A Tew tle plates are used, On ourves the rails are double-
apiiked on the cutalde, end eluewhere they are sins(EE;piknd
on bhoth sides, %lag ballaat ip used, the anunt varying
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from proaotically none for zeveral ral) lengths to 10 or 18
inghes in depth, Thers was a vhoft spot of sbout two rail
lengthes, beginning aspproximetely 8¢ fset north of the poiot
where the derailment cogurred, Difflculty hed been experiesnged
in mointalaing the track in proper surfacse and allsnmant at
thls polint, and the bYallast wee about 15 inohes deep,

The track supervicor stated that be had ecme north
on the moyning of the accldent on an inapeotion trip, passing
Holton at about B:00 a.m., and he goted two places on this
seotion that wera out of surfnees, one of them belinz jJust north
of the point where the derailment ocourred. The section gang
wos working south of these points, snd the supervisor wea
returning on No. 6, with notos calling attention to thess two
places to Ye throwa off to the seotion forewen. The supeivisor
gtated that he 4ld neot regard the e¢onditions as dangerous or
¢alling for slow orders, lle atated that he had been over
this ésotlon two deys before and noted nothing out of order,
but that these two plaaes snd several others had been glving
trouble and geotion foremen were dirseted to watoh them,

The seotion foreman stated thet there was a suft
spot in the roadbed at the polnt where the derailment ocourred,
and after the asoldent he found the reil et thisz point adbout
an inoh and s quarter low, but the line end guuge were good
and the tles were 1n good ocndition. The derallment gocurred
on Thursday afternoon, end he had not exsmined the traok at
thls point »ince thes preceding Saturdsy. He statod‘ﬁpat the

-

weather hod bdeen 9lasy and that the track at that point had
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not required cattention In that length of time when the weather
wap olear) ordinarily in falr weather he inapsoted the traok
on his ascotion at least twlce a weel, and cftener in etormy
weather, ke had been in the employ of the Southern Rallway
a3 seotion foreman at this place for four nonthe, and hed
hed 10 yesars® previcua exzperiende, This section is six milen
in length and the section foremnn has a erew of tbgr or Tive
men.,

A onreful exsmination of the traak fin this wviocinity
wap made after tho acoident, 4disclosing the fellowlng conditlons:

In the half mils of traeck north of the point whore
the derailment ccourrsd 304 spilikes were missing, In the 24th
rail 14 aplkes wers missing; 1U were mlsaing in the 22nd rall,
and 8 in ths 1lth, l4th and 15th ralls, In this hall mile
ot traok 22 aplkes wers pulled by hand, while at the fith rail
Jeint all four splkecs were pullsd in thia manner. In the
48th rell length 7 tles were not eplited on the luslde, wille
3 dooeynd tlee wera found und'r hoth the 8th and 47th ralls,

In the half mile south of the derallment 2485 splikes
were missging, the 27th rell ~n the esst side of the tresek
having lneide spixes wmlssing in five gnneocutive tiss. In
thie helf mile of track 17 splkes were pulled by hend, while
70 decayed tles were found, 5 belng under the 77th rall,

There were no spred restrietions or slow orders In

effeeot oovering this track,



This aceldent was sauped by a Jow spot in the traok
on the inside of the ourve and by the high apsed at which the
train was rounding the curve. The lavestigation disslomon
the faot that the track on thls eurve and in this violnity
was not properly malntmined to provide for the exfe operastion
of traine at high speed; until the trask is put in good con-
dition, a redustion 1in speed at this polat chould be reguired,



