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O n A p r i l 1 6 , 1 9 £ 0 , t h e r e w a s a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s s e s -

g a r t r a i n o n t h e S o u t h e r n H a l l w a y at fill e n w o o d , Ca, , w h l o h r e ­

s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f 2 e m p l o y e e s a n d t h e i n j u r y o f 1 6 p a s s e n ­

g e r s . A f t e r I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t t h e C h i e f o f t h e 

B u r e a u o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

T h a t p a r t o f t h e A t l a n t a D i v i s i o n o n w h i c h t h i s a c c i ­

d e n t o c c u r r e d i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r w h l o h t r a i n s a r e o p e r ­

a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , a n d a m a n u a l b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s ­

t e m . T h e m a x i m u m s p e e d a l l o w e d f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s i s 4 8 m i l e s 

a n h o u r . 

T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a b o u t 2 0 0 f e e t s o u t h o f t h e s t a ­

t i o n a t S l l e n w o o d , a p p r o a c h i n g w h i c h p o i n t f r o m t h e s o u t h t h e 

t r a c k I s s t r a i g h t f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s , f o l l o w e d b y a E - d e g r e e c u r v e 

t o t h e r i g h t a b o u t 1 , 3 2 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t b e ­

i n g o n t h i s c u r v e a b o u t 4 6 0 f e e t f r o m i t s s o u t h e r n e n d . S h e g r a d e 

I n t h i s v i c i n i t y i s a s c e n d i n g , v a r y i n g f r o m . 4 t o 1 p e r c e n t , b u t 

a t t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t i t i s l e v e l . T h e t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h 

8 5 - p o u n d r a i l s , 3 3 f e e t i n l e n g t h , s i n g l e - s p i k e d a n d t i e - p l a t e d , 

w i t h a b o u t 1 8 t o £ 0 p i n e , o a k a n d c y p r e s s t i e s t o t h e r a i l l e n g t h , 

b a l l a s t e d w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 4 i n c h e s o f s l a g . T h e e l e v a t i o n o n 

t h e c u r v e w a s 3 I n c h e s . T h e g a u g e , s u r f a c e a n d a l i n e m e n t w e r e 

g o o d * 

A p u b l i c h i g h w a y c r o s s e s t h e t r a c k a b o u t 1 6 f e e t s o u t h 



of where the f i r s t B e r k s of derailment appeared, and about 8 8 f e e t 

north of the crossing a water tank la located* I t i s the ens to a 

for the engineaen of southbound freight tra ins to clean the ir ask 

pans while taking water at th i s point, Bllenwood being one of a 

number of designated points a t which ash pans n a y be cleaned on 

the main traok. T h e section foreman has instructions to remove 

the cinders from the traok twice a day, and nore often when eon-

dit ions warrant i t ; as a farther safeguard, a bu l l e t in was issued 

under date of November I S , 1 9 1 9 , by t h e ohairaan of the regional 

safety oommittee, requiring engineaen to see that the cinders are 

leveled down before their trains depart. The highway crossing a t 

the point of accident i s constructed with a section of r a i l on I t s 

s ide , inside a n d paral le l with each main traok r a i l , the head of 

the l ight r a i l being placed under t h e head of a n d ly ing against 

t h e w e b of t h e aain track r a i l . The base o f the l i g h t r a i l i s 

toward t h e center of t h e track, a n d against i t s base and para l l e l 

with i t , i s plaoed a wooden beam of t h e same length as the section 

of l i g h t r a i l . 2 h e space he twee n the beams i s f i l l e d with ba l las t* 

This aethod o f construction provides a metal flange-way inside 

both main l ine r a i l s , f h e distance from the top of the aain-track 

r a i l t o the hot ton of the flange-way i s B - l / 4 inches* The weather 

at the time of the accident was clear. 

northbound passenger train fio. 2 4 , i n charge of Con­

ductor Hark i n s and Engi n e a a n Acree, consisted of engine 1 3 S 6 , 1 

combination oar and S coaches. I t l e f t Maoon, £ a . t at 1 S * £ 0 p* a . , 

on time, passed Stookbridge, the l a s t blook stat ion before reach­

ing Kllenwood and 6 . 9 a i l ea distant therefrom, a t S,S& p . a . . 



8 
8 m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d a t a b o u t 2 . 3 6 p . m* w a s d e r a i l e d a t E l l s n w o o d 

w h i l e r u n n i n g a t a s p e e d e s t i m a t e d t o h a r e b e a n b e t w e e n 4 0 a n d 6 0 

n i l e s a n h o u r * 

S h e f i r s t m a r k s o f d e r a i l m e n t a p p e a r e d o n t h e t i t s i n ­

s i d e t h e r i g h t - h a n d r a i l a b o u t 1 6 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e h i g h w a y c r o s s ­

i n g . T h e s e m a r k s i n d i o a t e d t h a t o n l y t h e l e a d i n g w h e e l s o f t h e 

e n g i n e t r u c k w e r e d e r a i l e d a t t h a t p o i n t , a n d t h a t t h e y c o n t i n ­

u e d o n t h e t i e s u n t i l t h e y c a m e i n o o n t a o t w i t h a s w i t c h l o c a t e d 

l d 8 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e h i g h w a y c r o s s i n g . T h e s w i t c h f r o g a n d s e v ­

e r a l r a i l s f r o m b o t h t h e m a i n t r a c k a n d t h e s i d e t r a c k w e r e t o r n 

u p , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d e r a i l m e n t o f t h e e n t i r e t r a i n . T h e e n g i n s 

f o l l o w e d t h e s i d e t r a c k t o t h e l e f t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1 9 5 f e a t 

a n d t h e n l e f t t h e r o a d b e d , h e a d e d d o w n a n e m b a n k m e n t a n d c a m e t o 

r e s t o n i t s r i g h t a i d s w i t h t h e c o u p l i n g b r o k e n b e t w e e n t h e e n -

g i n s a n d t e n d e r * T h e t e n d e r c a m e t o r e s t o n i t s r i g h t a i d s a e r o s s 

t h e s i d e tr^nt . . 1 t h i t s f r o n t e n d c l o s e t o t h e r e a r e n d o f t h e a n ­

g i n a * T h e c o m b i n a t i o n o a r c a m s t o r e s t i n a n u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n 

w i t h i t s f r o n t e n d o n t h e t e n d e r c i s t e r n , w h i l e t h e o t h e r two 

o a r s a l s o r e m a i n e d u p r i g h t , i n l i n e w i t h t h e t r a c k ; n o n e o f t h e 

o a r s w a s s a d l y d a m a g e d . T h e e m p l o y e e s k i l l e d w e r e t h e e n g i n e m a n 

a n d f i r e m a n . 

T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d e v e l o p e d t h a t a t a b o u t 9 * 0 0 a * m . 

o n t h e d a y o f t h e a o o l d e n t t h e s e c t i o n g a n g r e m o v e d w h a t c i n d e r s 

h a d a c c u m u l a t e d n e a r t h e h i g h w a y o r o s s l n g a n d o l e a n e d o u t t h e 

f l a n g e w a y s , w h i c h c o n t a i n e d s o m e c i n d e r s ; a t a b o u t l f i . 4 6 p * m * 

t h e s e c t i o n f o r e m a n s e n t o n e o f h i s m a n b a c k t o a g a i n o l s a n t h s 

• i n d s r s o f f t h s t r a c k , b u t f o r s o m e r e a s o n t h e m a n d i d n o t r s a o h 



Bllenwood, 2 miles from v f a e r e b e had been working, u n t i l short ly 

after the derailment bad occurred. Daring the mornlng the ash 

pans of the engine of t ra in Bo. 915 and the two engines of train 

1 s t £o . 61 were cleaned. Shortly afterwards the section fore -

nan's son, who was also a ssotion laborer, according t o h i s s t a t s -

B e n t , happened to pass over the Grossing and notloing an asousra-

lat lon of cinders shoveled a part o f them out and lere led the r e ­

mainder down even with the top of the ra i l s* Later the engine 

of train 3rd Ho. 61 oame to Kllenwood for water and had I t s ash 

pan oleaned, and shortly afterwards train 8d flo. 61 arrired and 

entered the south passing traok, south of the water tank, in 

order to permit train Ho. 86 to pass and to meet train Mo. 84. 

After t ra in Ho. £ 6 had passed the engine of train £d Uo. 51 was 

uncoupled from the tra in and baoked down the main l ine to the 

water tank, and while water was being taken the fireman cleaned 

the ash pan end the englneman, aooording to h i s own statement, 

leveled the cinders while the engine was standing oyer them; he 

did not think they were as high at any point as the top of the 

r a i l ; and he was pasi t ivs that none of them could have bean 

dragged on to the crossing whsn hie engine returned to I t s train* 

The operator on duty at Kile mo od stated that the engine of tra in 

Sd So. 61 remained at the water tank from 8 to 10 minutes and he 

saw the englneman on the ground with a shovel raking cinders from 

the ash pan, but he did not notice that the englneman shoveled 

any einders off the traok. The engine started to return to the 

passing traok at £ .16 or £ .17 p. m . , and he thought i t must have 

raached the switch at about the time tra in l o . £4 l e f t Stookbridge. 



B i e o p e r a t o r g a v e t r a i n H o . 2 4 a o l e p . r b l o c k a s s o o n a s t h a t 

t r a i n a p p e a r e d i n s i g h t a n d t h e n w a t c h e d i t a p p r o a c h ; a t t h a t 

t i m e h e n o t i c e d t h a t t h e p i l e o f c i n d e r e w a s u n u s u a l l y h i g h 

a n d t h a t i t l o o k e d a s i f b r a k e r o d e h a d d r a g g e d t h r o u g h the 

c e n t e r , d i v i d i n g i t i n t o t w o p i l e s w h i c h w e r e h i g h e n o u g h to 

b e s t r u c k b y t h e p i l o t o f a n e n g i n e . A s t h e t r a i n c r o s s e d t h e 

h i g h w a y h e s a w t h e p i l o t o f t h e e n g i n e p l o w t h r o u ^ i t h e p i l e o f 

c i n d e r s , s c a t t e r i n g t h e m o v e r t h e p a s s e n g e r l a n d i n g a n d to e a c h 

s i d e o f t h e t r a c k * T h e e n g i n e s e a m e d t o r i s e u p a b o u t 1 f o o t 

a n d o n c o m i n g d o w n t h e f o r w a r d e n g i n e t r u e * : w h e e l s w e r e d e r a i l e d * 

¥ f h e n t h e f l a g n a n o f t r a i n 2 o . 2 4 l o o k e d a t t h s t r a c k a f t e r t h e 

a c c i d e n t h e n o t i c e d t h a t t h s p i l e o f c i n d e r s w a s a b o u t 1 or 1 - 1 / 2 

i n c h e s a b o v e t h e t o p o f t h e r a i l s a n d t h a t t h s t o p o f t h e p i l e 

w a s s m o o t h . O t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e c r e w o f t r a i n H o , 2 4 w a r e a l s o 

o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e a c c i d e n t w a s d u e t o t h e e n g i n e s t r i k i n g 

t h e c i n d e r p i l e . T h e c r e w o f t r a i n 2 d H o . 5 1 d i d n o t t h i n k t h e 

p i l e o f c i n d e r s c a u s e d t h e a c c i d e n t b u t t h e y m a d e n o e x a m i n a t i o n 

of t h e t r a c k , a n d e x p r e s s e d n o o p i n i o n a s t o I t s c a u s e , a l t h o u g h 

t h e e n g i n e m a n s a i d t h a t t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e p i l e o f c i n d e r s w a s 

t h e s a m e a s w h e n h e l e f t i t . W h e n t h e s e c t i o n f o r e m a n a r r i v e d a t 

t h e s c e n e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e c i n d e r s w e r e b e i n g r e m o v e d f r o m t h s 

t r a c k ; a f t e r a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e t r a d e h e c o n c l u d e d that ths 

a c c i d e n t w a s d u e t o t h s c i n d e r s ^ f i l l i n g u p t h e f l a n g e w a y a t ths 

c r o s s i n g , c a u s i n g t h e e n g i n e t r u c k w h e e l s t o c l i m b t h e r a i l . 

E x a m i n a t i o n d i s c l o s e d n o d e f e c t i n t h e t r a c k or e q u i p ­

m e n t w h i c h c o u l d h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h s a o o l d e n t * 

T h i s a o o l d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y t h s e n g i n e o f ths d e r a i l e d 



• ... * 
t r a i n s t r i k i n g a p i l e o f o i n d e r s b e t w e e n t h e r a i l s * 

T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t h a t a f t e r t h e o i n d e r s h a d 

b e e n r e m o v e d f r o m t h e t r a o k a t t h i s p o i n t b y t h e s e c t i o n o r s w i n 

t h e m o r n i n g , t h e a s h p a n s o f t h r e e e n g i n e s h a d b e e n c l e a n e d ; a 

p a r t o f t h e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f c i n d e r s f r o m t h e s e e n g i n e s h a d s e e n 

r e m o v e d b y t h e s e o t i o n f o r e m e n ' s s o n , a n d t h e n t h e a s h p a n s o n 

t w o o t h e r e n g i n e s b a d b e e n c l e a n e d p r i o r t o t h e a o o i d e n t * 

E n g i n e l o a n B e a u f o r d w a s i n c h a r g e o f t h e l a s t e n g i n e 

w h i c h h a d i t s f i r e c l e a n e d a t t h i s p o i n t a n d w h i l e h e c l a i m e d 

t o h a v e l e v e l e d t h e o i n d e r s d o w n a t l e a s t t o t h e t o p o f t h a r a i l s 

t h i s c l a i m i s n o t s u b s t a n t i a t e d b y t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f t h e o p e r a t o r . 

A l i e n i t i s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t K n g i n e m & n B e a u f o r d * s e n g i n e b a r e l y n a d 

t i m e t o r e t u r n t o i t s t r a i n a n d o l e a r t h e a a i n t r a o k b e f o r e t r a i n 

S o . £ 4 e n t e r e d t h e b l o o k a t S t o o k b r i d g e , i t s e e m s p r o b a b l e t h a t 

t h e s t a t e m e n t o f t h e o p e r a t o r i s m o r e n e a r l y c o r r e c t , a n d t h a t i n 

h i s h a s t e t o r e t u r n t o h i s t r a i n , £ n g i n c m a n B e a u f o r d f a i l e d t o h a v e 

t h e o i n d e r s p r o p e r l y l e v e l e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 

o f t h e B u l l e t i n o f N o v e m b e r 1 2 , 1 9 1 9 , w h i c h r e a d s a s f o l l o w s ; 

BUU23JIB, 
A L L S&aiHKlQ&iu 

W i t h t h e a p p r o a c h o f c o l d w e a t h e r , i t i s o f e x ­
t r e m e i m p o r t a n c e t h a t y o u s e e t h a t o i n d e r s o l e a n e d 
f r o m a s h p a n s a r e l e v e l e d d o w n b e f o r e y o u r t r a i n 
l e a v e s a u o h c l e a n i n g p o i n t t o a v o i d p r o b a b i l i t y o f 
o i n d e r s b e i n g t h r o w n o n r a i l s b y p i l o t s o f o t h e r l o c o ­
m o t i v e s a n d r e s u l t i n g i n d e r a i l m e n t . 

E n g i n e m a n B e a u f o r d w a s e m p l o y e d a s a f i r e m a n i n 1 9 0 6 

a n d p r o m o t e d t o s n g i n e a a n i n 1 9 1 7 . H i s r e o o r d w a s g o o d . 

fione o f t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t h a d b e a n 

o n d u t y I n v i o l a t i o n o f a n y o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e h o u r s o f 

s e r v i c e l a w * 


