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In re Investicetion of Acollent on the fSouthswn Rallway
Wume Tavidson, d. C., on Jenuary 18, 1314,
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Fabrmzry 14, 1914,

Gn Janusry 18, 1614, there wes a deprsilaent of & Daussager
train on the Southern Jnilway ahoul ona-bnll mils north of
Savidaoen, ®. C., Fzsulting in the Jdeath of 2 smployess, and the
injupy of 1 euployes and 2 pnaBangIrs.

Afteyr Anvestigation off this secident the Chief Inspactiop
30 3efsty Appllances reports ap f2llowet

The Teyloreville Diztrlal of the Winston~Zalexz Divialon of
the Joutherm Rellwsy, upon whieh thies secident sgourred, is »
alngleetranlk ling, eanl tr-ins ape spersted by the fine-table sl
trzlineorder aysten, ho blonk slgnals balag used, The dersiled
tral, was southbound Irala Yo. 13, rusnlng bolwsen Taylorsvills
znd Charlotte, M. €,

On the dey of the sceldsat train %o, 185, in eherge of Cop-
duetor Rorrleon and Earlaossan furlees, gonsleted af locomollivs
Ho. 271 end thrse ooachwa, twe of <hieh wers of wooldsn con-
struction, while the thiyd hed o =ztesl undsrfrans. Yhis traln
left Toylorgvills ot 5417 1. %W, Left Hooreeyills, the last
telsgre=rh station norta of the ™int of sopident, at Z:i10 =, ©.
48 minutes late, nnd ren s Lhe —~olnt of Gerailwment, a dlstence
of &,3 miles, in 14 minulza, =ruline onz intermadisse slos to
dilgchargs vesgencers. AU the time of the deprallmsnt sthe speed
af this fraldn g about OO wllea oy hour,

Armronchi « e i 3 8 Joer 0 rent fron $he north thers
te 2 long queve toe tas rioh, “oll - -0 by s tangent about 1,400
faolt in iangﬁh, then ¢ Ligpss- w0 guprve $o the lsfi, extending
nEarly o the gwitoh ~f tre -47lsc st Davldgen, The traln wpe
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Ggrstied a4t a polad oot (L Joot Dgyond the northern end of
the soaond curve, 2. T -~atrnice of 5 out about ten feet Jdeep .
The locomotlyve a-ap T ool o tts left slde, sceroms ths treok,
Both the ensinemuw ex Tloc oo telns xilled, The Stender wan
drprdlad snd hadly Anas s, o ong of the soschas wes sloo dee

rellsd and dsnese” Lo coce r bkeal, wisile the forward truacsg of
e peoond ecsgly were Cor-ilmimd, The westher at the tine st the
aealient wugs olesy,

The treck vag loid L0 = -ouns stesl rells, &0 feat ir
longth, with sbout 17 <wt4v: »  isg wadse énoh rall, It wog

pingle splked, tnd no L5 1:ine or peil boaces were ursl on the
surve on whalch the der=il v, orurrsd. The surerslevation of
thia curve varled frsm L 1/7 laches te 3 inchey; A% the pilnt

of derallment 1t was 7 inepee, zamissation ehowedl the traci Go
Be An good aondlilan »n’ mlo fopr Lhe pate of swesd st s« lch
title teein wes running,
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xxaminstion of the saqulpment and runnieg gear of the lodo=
netlye and asps chiovsd them ¢o be in pood sondltien, nothing
belng discovered whish Lo any way could hsve coused the Jerplle
nent, There wag, however, & soprk on the right ferwned truck
wasl ol the locomuiive wixieh Ludiceated that A% had struck zome
abatruction on the rell, This mark, which was 4 pecent one,
wag avsut two ilanchee long and 8 quarter of an ineh wide.

The flrst nerk on the trochk mcde by the derslled whacls wum
an the hesd oFf a apilke about MO feal north of where ths logios
sotive atopred. This asrk wes followed by marks of lucrsselnp
prominzencs for = 4latance of sbout 78 feoet, beyond which polat
the treel wes badly torn wh by the deralilment, On the gauge
=ilds of the outalde p=il of the curvse at & polnt 26 Ffest north
of e mards on the srille hesd was & oerk whleh indiented tho
tirps il heen sguething on the relil and thegt 1t hed been pun
gvep by the loamolive. Thiz nzrk wes fmear a rall Joint, The
aads 38 She rrils ot the Joi ¢ gere alpo slipghtly asrked, whlls
outh of theeo merks weg ¢ =2light disgomel line rusning towsrd
thn wul-idy of the »oil, sopcrenily made by & whesl flzage.

Searoll wsa aede o ltsgover thiz otwmtrutilon whilch apparente

Ly mwul bean mlaesd on the 11, and at e pulnt on the utside
2 Lhe Treoh pLont 18 feot Srom the rall Jednt a zeotlon forsaw
fofoame & Eroel anils, the sarke on whleoh indlesmisd that 1t
aed heen nlsesd Isngtioelee on the reil with the point facing

= oarreesehlag tealn,  T™is aplke was agsin placed on the rall
ral founl o £ Ve uapte st the pall joint. It seeaed aipaute
st thet <hen ttruaek by fhe logosistive the soids hro beon vughe
a3 2lons o rhopet lavsroe on e top of Bhe rell wetll 1T
resched the zlight onenine at the pall jolint, vhers tho hesd of
Wy goike ezusht sed wag thus weaventod from gol g beyond thet

2 Int,

(e 8, De Aruour, 2 serchant st Jsvidaon, stmted thet st
about 4100 Pa Me, o0 the dey of the socldent he mel Lo 1little
Zirls and g Boy welking on the rallroad track, the Rizxle helnn
ebout zly snd thirtsen yearz of sge, while the boy was sbout
ten years of ooe, ter vagging thos Nr, Avrveunr dlasoversd Two
sieont ¥ ecozl on the ralls, which hy pemoved, He stated that
Shie yeunger SArY ssld $het thr boy placed the nledes of cesl an
the Lrack, Hr, Aragwy steted he 4314 not gee the ¢hildpen rut
amyinigr on the tragk znd dL3 not see the aplhs untll ofter the
accident,

r. Ta. ¥, Gllvay, spselel sgent for the Jouthein ailwsy,
sheted thet b intepvieved ha thres ghildldeen met by Me. Apnour
ol thst the rounger cirl toll hlm that her brother tut soue
cosl s the ralle. Thae boy also nlcked up a spike from tlhe
a100 e o the trach and she told him not to put anyihlig elie
m the ralla.  “he older zirl stzfed that she tald her brother
8ot Yo put wmythisg on the &1ils, nor 313 she see hlm co so.
e 11l ast s9e o anike, The boy wes seled 1P s Sut sany
Yevr e the roila and alter some nesiisilen replied thatl le
Jld net. e sdultiad thel e put somg soal on the ralls, bul
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413 not think 1% wews zpy Dhers Lo 20 #0.

Thias acaldent Lz bellaved to haove beon eouped by tha
locomotive of traln Yo, 15 runnlng over a track splbe which
hed Besn pleced on the sutvlde reil of the ourves. It wns
not Jdefirltely detersined how this gplie qame to Lo on the
reil, S.ere BRIng 1o praillive avidoces thet thila boy plxeal

1t there.



