
In rs Investigation cf Accident oa th© Southern ft&ilway 
tsuvldson,. IJ* C , on danu&ry 1B> 1313* 

February 14, 1914* 
On January IS, 1&14, tlmva » n a derailment of & pgts&#n£er 

train on the Southern :tsiivsv about ono<*holf rsllo no^th of 
dsvldson. I?. C*, resulting i n tho death of 2 ettployooo* and th® 
injury of 1 ©©ployed and Z passengers* 

After investigation of thia aooldent tho Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appliances r«p«rta &B follows l 

Hie fsylorivill® histrlat o f the Winston-Sale® SIvision of 
this Southern Hallway, upon vhich this aooldent secured, lc a 
single—trno& line, and trains &rg- opcrmted b/ ti&^-tshle ontl 
train-order sy*stê , no blonfe signals b&lng used* tho derailed 
trail, was southbound TRTAIA IS, running betvoen Taylorsvill® 
antl Charlotte, M, C* 

On the clay of th® qccldant train So* IB, in charge of Con­
ductor Morrison *snd %n$:lmv&&, Curiae, conflated of locomotive 
Mo. 3371 emd three- ©OOCH9** T of wrs of woadea con*-
struction, while tho third JtsA a etesl û dorfraEfts. Thie train 
left Taylorsvilla *PT Sill p . loft ftoervsvillo* tho le^t 
TET*gr*ph station norVi o f thf* roint of accident, at S:13 ;•** ta. 
4$ BTLNUTAS L&t©» ruid TPII tt» the roint of derailment, a dls 
of miles* in 14 lalnuteo, a-udr,** one luteraadlute stop to 
discharge pffpeencerss* At tW time of th® derailment the speod 
o f thi3 train about 0-0 -lita ~r-x* hour. 

ippronohi ̂  tho ;?oi s .,r v'oi-" i : ™ont froa tho north thwo 
i s * lon^ curve to tuo r I *vit - by s tangent &bout 1,000 
feet in length, then & r- o -survo to the loft, extending 
nearly to the switch * Z -t̂ l.t; at 3&vltl§OR*. fhe train woe 
ilor̂ iled at % pol-it ^ o i * , . \ £-„̂ t, beyond fch# northern and of 
ths* second ourve, ?fJu' "js ^ i t e uf u out about ten feet 4&ep » 
the locomotive e n s I-1 --"I i t t 5 left side, across the tr-sok, 
Both thp en™iricn^ «n ivl»*c r s i ^ billed* the tender mis 
ii«r:-.IL»d and bfdV , <i - OHO of the oouohos was sloo da-
rp» 11-3(1 and dana^eK u> ro.ic s.^'.t, w-hile the forward trucks of 
tho ceoond eoech w&r^ d̂ i-̂ Jlt̂ J, 'Hi® ê@tth#r at tho t i i M af the 
accident ws.e cle«:r. 

trpeds t^f? in 1 0 i"/; "wm^ st@®l r»lla* So feet ir 
length, -*ith -i?hout 17 -M.I^J - luidor c^ch rail. It vt&a 
single spiked, tn6 nr> ti- J:t"-' r«il braces were urcl an the 
ourv« tun which tho der*!!-.-^ >ciiurrsd-, supe^elcvstl^R -f 
thia curve varied frw 1 1/" iiicht-s to 3 inchesj at the pjint 
of &er<3 31jaerit It f inif^f^. j.&?iLv,&.tlon shoved th® tr̂ cli to 
be in goad oondlsioji ' n' Tar the r^t# of ŝ eed at ̂ h ich 
this trsIn w e running. 



2a&minaticn of the a4uip3jent and running gear of the lotto* 
&otiv© and osrs *hotfe& thesi to be in good eanditiont nothing 
h®ift£ discovered yhich l*i isiny way could hsvc caused the derail* 
sent. There yae, however, si oarx on the ri&ht forward truck 
vheel of the loooaotive vhi^h indicated that it had struck sofae 
obstruction on tha r*»il» This aark, idiieh eae a recent one, 
was aa-ia't two insheg long and a quarter of an in oh wide* 

'Die first z&rk on the t̂ eeir aede by the trailed ishaels 
on the head of a «pi&e about 0 0 0 fe@t north of where? the ioo&-
.itotive a topped, This ®&r& was followed by ssarhs of increasing 
proaslnenoe for « dlBtcnoe of shout 7$ feet, beyond union point 
the tr̂ eZ-t wis badly torn wp by Eh® derailment, the gauge 
'ids of tbe out Aide rtil of the curve at a polftt 26 fest north 
of t>*s» 'â rKe on iht £ 7 lite head BT&B a saris which indicated thst 
ti^r? \xr-a heeri *o>ae thing on tho rail and that it had oa«n run 
ov^r by the locjsaotive,' This a&rs. near a rail joint, Tha 
mAz z<£ *;he r^ils #t the joi t wer^ slsso slightly sasrited, yhlla 
south sf thspe fserhg «rns s slight diagonal line running toward 
t>o ^ut-ide of the rill, apparently s?i&de by a whasl fl̂ ng-e* 

:ô rch uaa .aade to Useover the obstruction which apparent­
ly h^d been Placed on the r.'il# and at a point on tha . utoida 
of the tr^ok shout is feet fron the rail Joint a Motion fors* 
n&n j'̂ unu a tr̂ cl; spiLe, %ftts saris on uEhieh iMie&ted that it 

1mm rilaosfd Iim^thvlsm on tha rail with the ̂ olnt faeing 
ths flrr2*©^ahiii|; train* Thic apifce was placed on the rail 
•xzl f oun' to fit Vie p̂tr'tr at the rail Joint*. It s©i?aed apt'tfr-
'*nt thp* -nhftn itrticfe by tha loeonetive the np£k® h^a be-on ̂ sh«-
*d Tlonc •* nhort > lat-^oe m the top of the rail until it 
reached the slight or.eMn^ at the mil joint* where the head of 
thflr spiks csn ~ht - A S thxir, prov#nte4 fron goi. g boyond th# t 

int. 
<'r, A. J » . A2*MOur, a 'aoruh&nt &t Ssvidaen* eta ted thst st 

about dtCo p. a., on Shi* dcy of tha accident he set t**o little 
:;lrls «nd & hoj irelkinr; on the r.iilroad tr̂ clt, the girir 
«bout S I K &nd thirteen ̂ ears of j%get while tha boy ^ss about ten years of o^e, Aft«r ms£ing tha^ Hr* Ars^r dlaaovgrtd two 
; > i © Q o i ->f co^l on the- railc, which h§ reaov#d» He stated that 

yrsuncar ̂ irl ŝ id tJt̂tt ths boy placed the j»iaft@i3 of coal an 
the trick. Mr. Arsu>ur atatad he did not the children ^ut 
Anything on tha tr^ek and did not sen tha aplka until ?fter the 
accident. 

Mr. S. Oliver* fip^ci^l agent for th© Southern 'Mllvzj, 
c%fitvfi tlmt h?> lritc-»rviov.'f»«i tiiB three children net fev Ardour 
«nd th^t the ôunrjer girl t®li hiia th«t her brother rut aotso 
cosl n̂ th© r^iin. The hoy Also picked up a 0pl&o froa the 
'iJd*1!© of the traeft enfl aha told Mm not to put #nyt*Uj£ 
-in the riil<j« 7h© older girl stst#d thnt al^ tol4 h&r brother 
not put anytJii-̂ g on the r̂ il̂ f, nor did sho eaehiw do sv?« 
She 1U not 5e*> o -spi^. Iha hoy was aeMd if he put %ny 

on the r̂ ilxi and aftsr ^oae neait«£ion replied tJint he 
'Jid not. p d B J i t i 4 d th^t he f»ut #oaa coal on tha rnila, fed^t 
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dia not thlnh it s.ny bura to .to ee„ 
r M t acei^ant is believed to have been eauged by the 

locomotive of train Mo. lfi running ovar a traefc aplls vhieli 
bed hewi f>l&o®£ on the oyt£l3© rr*il of the curve. It wna 
not <lefiaitel7 det^rslned hov this spi&e to ba on the 
r»il, tLere beln£ no positive svideiiee that this boy pl&caCi 
it t&&ra» 


